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PREFACE 



TO TES 

ORIGINAL TRANSLATION OF LEVANA. 



At a time when the public mind is so folly awakened to the 
importance of education, it appeared to the Translator that the 
thoughts of one of the greatest Germans on the subject were 
worthy of deep consideration ; and he offers them with the more 
satisfEUition because he believes it impossible either for the 
advocates or for the opponents of the government scheme of 
education to draw offensive weapons from this arsenal. For 
Lbyaka treats neither of national nor congregational education ; 
it elevates neither state nor priest into educator ; but it devolves 
that duty, where the interest ever ought to be, on the parents, 
and particularly on the mother. 

It is far &om the Translator's object to disparage the great 
efforts now making to improve the state of popular education ; 
but he believes that, in propounding general systems, it is too 
much forgotten that real education is the work of individuals on 
individuals. It may be necessary — it is necessary — ^to provide 
instruction, and, as fax as possible, education, for the classes who 
are too ignorant to seek it for themselves. But let us not, in the 
mania for systems, forget how little these alone can effect And, 
farther we would ask, is the education of the upper classes so 
perfect that they may leave all care for it to watch over only that 
of the lower ? If there be much of crime — the acknowledged 
consequence of ignorance — among the masses, is there less of 
vice—the equally sure accompaniment of bad education — among 
the higher grades of society ? 

In the belief that Leyana may tend much to ameliorate that 
department of education which is most neglected and needs most 
care — ^home training — the Translator makes no apology for 
clothing it in an English dress. He is, indeed, surprised that it 
has not previously been presented to the English reader. But 



vi translator's preface. 

like all Richter's writings, Leyana is peculiarly characterised 
by that union of qualities called in England — " Gterman." This 
feature, especially when displayed in a work on so serious a 
subject as education, and being most strongly marked in the 
introductory chapters, on which the reception of a book so much 
depends, may have led to its being considered unsuitable to 
English taste. The early part indeed, may cause many to close 
the book who would find much both to interest and instruct in 
a patient perusal of the whole work, combining as it does, in a 
remarkable degree, sound practical sense with fanciful and varied 
illustration. The acknowledged difficulty of Richter's style has 
also, doubtless, had a deterring effect. Those who are acquainted 
with his writings will be able to appreciate the difficulties which 
have beset the Translator, and will be the least inclined to judge 
harshly the shortcomings of the translation, as compared with 
its tgreat original. For who — save Carlyle — can hope to do 
justice to the humorous, pathetic, poetic Richter ; to him whom 
his countrymen call " Jean Paul, der Einzige " ? 

The Translator thinks it right to add that he has occasionally 
omitted, or compressed, a few sentences, where the general 
usefulness of the work was obviously increased by so doing. 
This discretion has, however, been very sparingly used, and in 
no case so as to interfere with the scope of the original. 

A. H. 
LivEBPOOL, 1848. 



PREFACE TO THIS EDITION. 

In this edition, the passages alluded to above have been 
inserted in full, and the whole work has undergone a careful 
revision under the eye of the original translator. 

The Autobiography is here for the first time published in this 
country ; as it deals only with the earlier portion of the author's 
life it has been supplemented by a short memoir condensed from 
the enthusiastic biography by E. Forster Both these are by 
smother translator. 
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BIOaRAPHY. 



§ 1. Birth. — Parbntagb.— Early Ybars. 

In the spring of the year 1763 Jean Paul Friedrioh 
Riohter was bom at Wonsiedel, a town of Baireuth, in 
Bavaria, on the range of hills known as the Fichtelgebirge. 
His father, Johann Christian Christoph Riohter, was the 
son of a schoolmaster of Neustadt, of whom little is known 
but that he was " poor and pious in a high degree." 
Both these characteristics Paul's father appears to have 
inherited, though perhaps in a somewhat modified 
measure. He was a man of stem and uncompromising 
but cheerful and kind disposition, with a vigorous nature 
which could hold its own against the ills of life. Paul's 
mother, Sophia Rosina, was the daughter of Johann Paul 
Kuhn, a cloth- weaver of the neighbouring village of Hof. 
About two years after Paul's birth his father received a 
clerical appointment at Joditz, a village not far distant, 
which gave him a small increase of income. Here he 
remained for ten years, during which time Paul appears 
to have enjoyed a happy childhood, or one at any rate to 
which he looked back with feelings of much pleasure. 
That he made small progress in book-learning was doubt- 
lessly owing more to the shortcomings of the teachers 
than of the taught, since he showed much fondness for 
books and eagerly read such literature as fell into his hands 
This consisted mainly of a few theological books of his 
father's — of which he understood not a word — and some 
old newspapers. . For a short time he went to school, but 
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his father soon withdrew him on account of some ill-treat- 
ment which he had received at the hands of another boy, 
and he and his brother Adam were in future taught at 
home. The instruction they received seems to have 
consisted entirely of learning by heart — either pages of 
Latin words or grammar, or Scripture texts. With so 
little intellectual nourishment, it is not surprising that he 
showed no signs of remarkable mental growth while at 
Joditz. 

It was in Paul's thirteenth year that his father received 
what promised to be a better living in Schwarzenbach-on- 
the-Saale. For the boy this was a decided gain. Here 
he had many advantages which had before been wanting, 
not the least of which was access to a more plentiful 
supply of books in the library of a friend, a young man 
named Vogel. The master too of the school seems to 
have taken pride in his promising pupil, and under his 
tuition Paul acquired some little knowledge of Latin and 
Greek, and even made a beginning with Hebrew. Now 
too he fbrst had some lessons in music, for which he had 
decided talent, inherited from his father who, Paul tells 
us, was a composer of church music and had erred in 
not devoting himself entirely to the Tone Muse, A 
young curate also took an interest in Paul and obtained 
his father's permission to have him for two hours in the 
afternoon to give him instruction in geography, philo- 
sophy, and theology. For the former of these he appears 
however to have had little liking, and consequently to 
have made no progress therein, but in the study of 
philosophy and theology he was as it were in his natural 
element. The exercises which he did for the curate were 
his first attempts at composition.* 

* The reader is here reoommended to turn to the Autobiography, 
where he will find a full aooount of the first fourteen yeiirs of Bichter a 
life. 



BIOGRAPHY. xiii 



-r 2. High School. — Friends. — First Literary Efforts. 

1779—1781. 

In the Easter of the year 1779, Riohter, being then 
sixteen years of age, was sent to the high school at Hof. 
In Schwarzenbach he had unconsciously acquired know- 
ledge and developed a power of thought which rained him 
&r above his school-fellows, above the school — certainly 
not a very remarkable one — and beyond his own years. 
Werner the kind old Rector* of the school and Volkel the 
curate, a younger man of much ability, doubtlessly con- 
tributed considerably to this precocious development, but 
perhaps he owed most to Vogel, the pastor of the 
neighbouring village of Rehau, a man of wit and bene- 
volence, who took an interest in the clever boy, and gave 
him the range — though with certain limitations — of a 
well-stored library. The high school at Hof oflfered scanty 
means for intellectual development. Neither the Rector* 
nor the Conrector evinced any particular talent for 
teaching, and Richter was thus thrown almost entirely on 
himself and his former studies, in following up his predilec- 
tion for philosophy ; the ^tudy of history to which he had 
before been indifferent now became thoroughly distastefal 
through the dryness and tediousness of the lectures. 

In addition to this intellectual want he had also othei 
trials, as the following anecdote will show, which though 
slight and iDsignifLcant in themselves were bitter and 
painful for a sensitive disposition such as his. 

After the entrance examination Richter was pro- 
nounced fit for the upper Prima* but at the request of 
his father, who feared the envy of his school-fellows, 
he was enrolled among the middle Primaners, Even this 

* For the explanation of this and following titles see Autobiography 
P ^ 
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degree of preference was tmlieard of and awakened tbe 
feelings, which his father had feared, in some of the other 
boys, who resolved in school-boy fashion to have their 
revenge. This they did by telling him that it was the 
custom and duty of all new members of the Prima to kiss 
the hand of the master at the first French lesson, and 
Eichter, in fulfilment of this supposed duty, innocently 
and respectfully sought the reluctant hand, but his master, 
who, being no favourite, supposed it to hr^ some fresh 
insult, all the more stinging as coming from a new boy, 
rusbed at the innocent lad in a burst of passion and then 
left tbe room with a volley of oaths, whilst the new 
Primaner stood there outwitted and derided by the 
companions in whom he had hoped to find friends. One 
only of them, Christian Otto, took no part in the general 
uproar, and sowed in that hour the seed of a friendship 
which lasted throughout their lives. 

An occurrence of a different sort however soon raised 
Eichter again to his right place among his school-fellows. 
It was the custom at the school for tbe boys to hold 
debates under the presidency of the Eector, who decided 
on the respective merits of the two parties. When 
Eichter's turn came to lead the opposition, the Eector 
had chosen a theological subject. Partly from natural 
bent and partly from intercourse with his decidedly 
rationalistic old friends in Schwarzenbach and Eehau, 
Eichter already inclined to heterodoxy, and had acquired 
through his private reading, an amount of knowledge 
of which no one, least of all the Eector, had any idea 
and which in the debate — to him no school exercise, 
but a matter of feeling — ^he used as weapons against 
his opponent and against the Eector with his sacred 
and infallible doctrines. 

His opponent with ordinary schoolboy knowledge was 
Boon reduced to silence, while ihe Eector himself from 
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lack of means, stroTe equally vainly against the young 
rationalist, who, encouraged by his success, proceeded more 
and more boldly until at last the Eector in despair took 
refuge in the authority of his office, and commanding 
silence, left the chair and the room without the 
usual concluding ceremony. Bichter was thus acknow- 
ledged victorious by the whole class and respected 
accordingly. 

The first friendship which Bichter made was with the 
above-mentioned Christian Otto, who was the son of a 
well-to-do commercial man and a youth whose thought- 
fulness and appreciation of right and duty were supple- 
mented by cordial manners and an afifectionate disposition. 
He afterwards became Bichter's chief confidant in his 
literary plans and undertakings, and his censor and 
adviser, as may be seen from their correspondence.* 

The honour of being chosen to speak at the yearly 
Actus or Speech-day was conferred on Bichter in both the 
years that he was at school. The speeches recited on 
these days were the original compositions of the boys 
who were also allowed to select their own subjecta 
Those chosen by Bichter, viz., " The Value of the early 
Study of Philosophy," and "The Importance of the Dis- 
covery of New Truths "f are characteristic. The peculiar 
tendency of his mind, — an enthusiasm for knowledge, a 
keenness of thought and tenderness of feeling are verj- 
apparent in both, but in the latter is especially seen a 
maturity of mind in his zeal for universal culture and 
progress which even in his sixteenth year he lainly 
distinguished from the superficial and transitory desire 
for radical destruction. 

♦ Jean PauVs Bri^wechsel mit seinem Freunde Otto. Berlin, 1829. 
Otto oatlived his Mend some years, and is the editor of one of his 
biographies. (Wahrheit aus Jean Paul's Leben.) 

t The former is printed in Jean Paul's Sdmmtliche Werke, 1st ed. 
Yol. Iziii. ; the last named appears to be the earlier in date. 
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In addition to his school classes and school work, 
Bichter employed himself in a manner which, although 
he was still quite unconscious of it himself, decidedly 
foreshadowed his future vocation and which laid the 
foundation both of a comprehensive knowledge and of an 
unexampled wealth of thought. He made a library — a 
double one we may say — ^with his own hand. First he 
took copious extracts from all the books that he read, the 
contents of which he thought of any importance, and 
entered them carefully in note books, providing each 
with two indexes, one of the writings from which he took 
the extracts, and one of the subjects of the extracts. At 
Schwarzenbach-on-the-Saale, when still a lad, he had 
already begun this work, and in the year 1778, he had 
filled two quarto books of above two hrndred closely 
written pages. At the commencement of the year 1779 
he completed another in Schwarzenbach and two more in 
Hof ; in 1780 five more, and so on, with untiring zeal. 
Throughout his life he continued this method of retaining 
in his memory all that he read, but in later years he 
did it more briefly. He himself says, in one of the 
books of a later period, "To have my life's history, I 
need only open my extract books; with each one is 
connected a portion of my life." The extracts treat 
chiefly of such subjects as the Eternity of Hell Punish- 
ment — the Works of the Devil — the Connection 
Natural and Christian Beligions — Love towards Enemies 
— the Atonement — ^Faith — Original Sin — and so on ; also 
epigrams and poems, comic and sentimental. In the 
second volume are: Connexion of the Body and Soul — 
the Diversity of the Senses — What is Beauty? — Blind 
religious Zeal — Eating and Drinking — What would 
Man be, if he were not immortal ? — Spinoza's Divinity. 
It would require too great a space to give these in de- 
tail ; each book contained on an average several hundred 
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Babjects; it is enough that we coi'preheBd ^hat a mass 
of knowledge he acquired in his earliest youth, how he 
selected it in accordance with the bent of his mind, and 
arranged it for study and future use. Not less important 
to him, and to us more significant, was the second part of 
his MS. library — the records of his own thoughts and 
researches. With the same order and neatness he com- 
menced the^e books for ** Exercises in Thinking," in which 
he wrote down his philosophical speculations and religious 
reflections. These he kept with the same care as his 
extracts, although he expressly denied that they had 
any value for other people. The first volume begins in 
November 1780. Besides a number of disconnected notes 
it contains seven treatises with such titles as, '* The Nature 
of our Conception of God," " A Thing without Force is 
an Impossibility," " Is the World a perpetuum mobile f " 
A second volume, with similar contents, was added in 
December of the same year, and many others followed. 
The following extracts will serve as specimens : 

Fools and Wise Men, Blockheads and Geniuses, 

*' These appellations do not indicate the same things, 
though they are often confounded. Their difference is 
easily detected. 

"The Blockhead is a being tp be pitied; one whose 
intellect never grasps more than a small number of ideas ; 
and who, enshrouded in deep darkness, is never illumined 
by the beams of truth ; the Blockhead is the polypus 
between man and the animals. Ihe Fool U not so at all. 
Most are fools becaut-e they know too much or more than 
is good for them. They know much, but become fools 
just because they apply it all badly. The Blo<'khead is 
bom, the Fool made. The Blockhead creeps along like 
the snail for slowness, for he is far behind on the road of 
truth and incapable of advancing. He is on the right 

I. h 
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road perhaps, but is it to be wondered at, that he who 
has gone only a few steps from the gate has not yet lost 
his way? The Fool is on in front, but he has left the 
right road and wanders without guidance. The Block- 
head is not recognised at once, for in common with the 
Wise Man, he says little and does not betray himself. 
Often, too, he adopts the mask of the Wise Man, as the 
donkey as^umes the lion's skin — the dress is not becoming 
to either, but only the sharpsighted can unmask them. 
The Fool, on the contrary, is apparent at once; for he 
bears a mark of his own, which distinguishes him froni 
others, as the uniform does the soldier. In fact he is not 
as others are. The Fool says all that he thinks — and this 
betrays him at once. We should find more Blockheads in 
the world if more people were open enough to give 
utterance to their thoughts. The Blockhead is a Block- 
head for this reason, that he is not one of the animals ; 
among them he would pass for a Genius. The Fool is a 
Fool for this reason, that he does not live in a particular 
^orld which is not the real one, namely, in that cue 
which exists in his own head, where he would be con- 
sidered dever. The Blockhead cannot be cured, because 
he is bom one — he is a feeble creature, whose powers 
cannot be increased. I'he Fool can be rendered better 
just because he is able to become worse. He is a strong 
man, whose powers are badly employed; nothing is 
necessary but to turn them in another direction. Mad- 
ness is the highest degree of foolishness — and this is cured 
now-a-days. In sleep we are all Fools, and this because 
we have lost our guides, the senses. The Blockhead is 
not one when in sleep — he is then an embiyo — he does not 
think at all. The fault in the Blockhead is that he has 
no imagination ; the Fool, on the o ntrary, is one because 
he Las too much imagination. Thus is the poet in danger 
of becoming a Fool. Hence oumes the much praised /u. im 



biographt; zix 

poettcus. The Blockhead has his counterpart among the 
animals ; not so the Fool. This indicates that the latter 
is more nearly allied to man than the former. All men 
are subject at times to foolishness and the greatest 
ofVenest of any ; but only a hmall number are btnpid. 
One is stupid continually, but one U a fool for a short 
time only. The heai-t of the Blockhead is little capable 
of noble emotions ; that of the Fool is open to all, pro- 
vided cmly that they do not tnuoh the whims whiih 
Tender him a fool. Fools are confined or put in fetters ; 
but Blockheads are allowed full liberty. They often fill 
the lectiirer*8 chair, or the pulpit — they sit on thrones. 
Often nothing more is necessary in order to obtain an 
office than to be a Blockhead ; for he who has to bestow it 
has sympathy for those who resemble himself —he appre- 
ciates iu others that which he values in himself. Fools 
and Blockheads are alike only in this, that neither of 
them thinks he is what he is." 

From the " Inquiry into the various Eeligions of the 
World," we will give only the conclusion. "And what 
then is the result of all? This! that all religions are 
good — and for the places where they are — the best. They 
are different means to the same end. Any religion to 
which I cleave with conviction is the best for me. For 
another it is not so, because he is not convinced by it. 
Christianity is so little spread through the world because 
excellence is more rare than mediocrity. Bidicule then 
no religion which thou pronouncest false— thou wilt 
< ridicule Him who suffered that religion to arise. Let 
ns be tolerant towards those whom we may surpass in 
intellect, but whose hearts are perhaps better, kinder, and 
more loving than ours. Let us not as formerly, murder 
our brethren in order to please a Preserver of Life — not 
by stakes and inquisitions propagate a religion which is 

h 2 
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tvled by Love. How gloriotui are tbese proBpects I All 
are our brethren — ^all our relations in faith — all are called 
to one Heaven — all loved by one Father !** 

The following " Observations " from the first two books 
may be added to the foregoing " Inquiries." 

^ Many a one thinks himself pious when he calls the 
world a *vale of misery/ But I think he would be 
more so if he called it a * valley of joy.' God will be 
better pleased with him who finds everything good in 
the world, than with him who is content with nothing. 
With so many thousand joys in the world — ^is it not black 
ingratitude to call it a place of sorrow and affliction? 
I could the sooner forgive such an expression in a child 
of misfortune who in the gloomy hours of melancholy 
relieves his oppressed heart in lamentations, but in a 
fat-bellied abbot who spends his days luxuriously on the 
soft sofa, who knows no other burden than that of having 
a restless soul which interrupts the sweetness of his rest 
by feelings of ennui — to hear such an expression from 
him is insufiferable, it is mocking the Creator, and re» 
paying His kindness with ingratitude. 
' *' Our Creator has employed every means to awaken and 
to nourish in us a love towards one another — ^the love 
which makes life so sweet to us, which enables us to bear 
each suffering with double strength. A flame bums 
unceasingly in our bosom, kindling joy in us when we see 
others joyous and filling our he£ui» with sadness when 
others weep — we call it love of mankind. I see one 
means thereto in that attraction in faces which we call 
^beauty.* This external charm which so attracts our 
souls, this power which melts our hearts in melancholy 
and draws soft tears from our eyes, this divinity in the 
human face knits more firmly and closely the bond which 
an ever active impulse ties. 0, rather wo%ild I fall down 
Defore the Maker of all that is beautifal and periiBot and 
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weep before Him, when I see a touching beanty, than 
cherish a voluptuons thought.*' 

What must strike us particularly in these earliest 
utterances of Jean Fl»ul, is that no trace of that quality 
which was afterwards so prominent in his writings, 
namely satiric humour, is yet to be found in them. 
Beligious reflections, philosophical researches, observations 
of nature and human life, form the chief substance of his 
thoughts and productions, the keynote of which is love 
and joy. That tenderness of feeling peculiar in so high 
a degree to our author sought expression in a story written 
at this time which, with an allusion easily seen, he 
named '* Abelard and Heloise." This novel, in the form 
of a series of letters, was found among his papers after his 
death, neatly written with his own hand and dated 
January 178 1» The tone of the book is sufficiently 
shown by the motto prefixed to it: **The sensitive man 
is too good for this earth, on which are vain scoffers; 
—only in yonder world where are sympathising angels 
does he find the reward for his tears." I'he following 
note written on the reverse side of the title-page will teU 
us in what estimation he himself held the book a few 
months after it was written, and show also that he had 
already commenced the healthful practice of self-criticism. 

** Faults : This story is wholly without plan. The plot 
is a complete failure ; it is commonplace and uninteresting. 
The characters are not so much badly described as wholly 
nndescribed. Of Abelard and Heloise one sees nothing but 
the hearts, none of their thoughts ; none of their charac- 
teristics are painted ; their love itself is not even correctly 
represented ; besides this, the whole is exaggerated ; in 
many passages one feels nothing just because it is meant ^ 
to be exceedingly touching. It is also contrary to pro-* 
bability, it is <ery shallow, etc., etc. The language is not 
Gootkesian, but a bad imitation of it. 
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" Beauties : The language of the feelings is not every- 
where misrepresented, the descriptions of natural scenes 
are not a complete failure. The German is not quite 
pitiable, it is not at any rate like that, which the Force- 
Geniuses (Kraft-Oenies) of the present time write. There 
are also a few isolated good remarks to be found, and I 
should have made more, if I had striven less after senti- 
ment. Finally this booklet has for me the beauty, that 
it represents a certain condition of my heart at a par- 
ticular time, which I now consider as folly, because I 
have not the happiness to be the same fool still." 

In spite of these indications of diligence on Richter'd 
part, his external life at this time was far from favourable 
to the pursuit of his studies. Shortly after their arrival 
in Hof in 1779, he had lost his father, who left their 
mother with her five children entirely destitute. Their 
grandparents with whom Paul was living, and on whose 
support his mother was entirely dependent, died soon 
afterwards within a short time of one another. About 
the heritage, itself insignificant, there arose a lawsuit 
lEtmong the relations, who thought themselves badly 
treated, and almost the whole of it was swallowed up. 
Riohter then began first to feel the pressure of poveity 
and want, and it was only by his unceasing mental- 
activity and the cheerfulness with which he resigned 
himself to circumstances that he preserved himself free 
from their fatal effects. 

§. III. University Life. — "Greenland Lawsuits." 

1781—1784. 

. In the spring of the year 1781, Richter left the high 
school and went to Baireuth for his matriculation 
examination. A humorous description of his ride thither 
is given in the ** Flegeljahre " (WUdoaU). After passing 
his examination successfully, he started on the 11th May 
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1781, on Ills journey to the University of Leipzig. 
Here turning to his father's profession, more because 
he was the eldest son of a clergyman, than from his. 
own choice, Bichter at first attended the theological 
lectui'es at Leipzig, but also at the same time in pursuance 
of his natural taste he attended those on philosophy and 
mathematics. The following extracts from his letters at 
this time may help to show us his impression of Leipzig 
and university life. 

*' I have arrived here safely. It is a fine town, if a 
town with large houses and long streets is called €aie. 
For my part I think it monotonous. And the beautiful 
neighbourhood too, which you promised me, I do not 
find anywhere round about Leipzig. Everywhere a per- 
petual sameness, — no valleys and hills — wanting in all 
the charms which have always rendered the neighbour- 
hood where you still live so plea^ing to me. In many 
respects things here are as you told me, in others they 
are different. I get a dinner for 18 pfennigs.* And 
besides this, I have got the Inacripzion^ with Rector 
Clodius gratis, and the lectures too. I have only to pay 
16 thalersj for a nice room in the Three Boses Inn in 
Peterstrasse No. 2, on the seoond floor, but this is under 
the condition that I turn out during Fair times. The 
students too are as polite and polished as you told me. 
But in the following matter your prophecy does not seem 
as if it would be realised. Private tutorships (Infor- 
mazi<men) are scarce here and the crowd of applicants is 
innumerable. In large houses those students only are 
taken who have recommendations. An Informazion is 
thus not such a common thing, and a good one is rare. I 
have this myself irom the lips of several professors. All 
have told me that not very consolatory proverb of 
Leipzig: Lipsia vult expectari. And the expectati is sd 

* About twopence. f CoUegt fees. X About 21. 8«. 
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indefinite that when one has been fifty years and has not 
got a place after all, they still continue to say, ' He has 
©nly to wait, something will be sure to tnm up ! * 
' " Herr Kirsch* of Hof travelled with us to Leipzig. His 
presence has been of great assistance to me. He has. 
recommended me most favourably to several people, and 
he has also written me a very good Testimonium pauj>ertati8. 
I need only to show this in order to get all my lectures 
free." 

Later he writes : 

*^ My supposition about the expectari has not been dis- 
proved so far, it has rather been confirmed. I still ha^ e 
no pupils here, no table to dine at ;f no acquaintance among 
the students, no anything at all. It is by no means easy 
to get access to the professors. Those who are really 
celebrated and whose favour would satisfy me, are sur- 
rounded by the amount of work and besieged by a crowd 
of other distinguished persons and a swarm of baso 
flatterers, so that any one who is not recommended by 
his coat or his rank can only with difficulty become 
acquainted with them. If anyone should want to speak 
with a professor without having a special request to 
make, he would lay himself open to the suspicion of 
vanity. When I consider the crowd of students who 
deceive the professors and embitter them against the 
better ones, then I am able to explain to myself the whole 
phenomenon. But I do not on this account give up hope. 
I shall overcome all these difficulties — I can already do so 
partly, but after all, I do not need it. I come now to the 
mystery, the explanation of which you have so eagerly 
awaited, and which I only vaguely stated to my mother. 

• The Bector of bis school. 

'*- Einen Tisch haben . lit. to have a table, i.e. to liave a free dinner* 
|t is customary for families to invite poor students with whom they 
are ncquninted, to dine witli them on a fixed day in eaeh week during 
their xesidense at the University. 
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put it is jnet as little solved now as then, only this I can 
tell you, that it has nothing to do with a Stipendium, or 
a Tischy an Informazion or an^'thing else of the kind. It 
ooncems something of which you have no suspicion, of 
which I cannot tell you until the result answers my 
expectation. So much for that. 

" Fashion is here the tyrant before whom everj'body 
lx>ws, though it is never consistent with itself. Dandies 
swarm in the streets : in fine weather they flit about like 
butterflies. One is as bad as the other : they are like dolls 
in the Marionette show, and not one has the courage to 
be himself. The puppy flits from lady to lady, from 
party to party, carries off a few follies everywhere with 
him, laughs and cries as the others desire, and feeds one 
party with the indigestible scraps which he has picked up 
at another ; and employs his body in eating, and his soul 
in doing nothing until he falls asleep. He who is not 
compelled by poverty to be wise, at Leipzig becomes the 
fool whom I have here described. Most of the rich 
students are like this. 

" The information which you ask for, about the religious 
opinions in Leipzig, may be given in a few words. Almost 
all students lean to the side of heterodoxy. If there are 
not so many among them who are actually unorthodox 
there are all the more who are indifferent to religion, 
who are naturalists or even atheists. The reason of this 
is probably that it is less trouble and requires less know- 
ledge to be the latter than the former. The greater 
number are no longer orthodox, but only a few are 
Spcinians in the real meaning of the word. I myself 
have heard a lecturer who was in orders, inveighing 
incessantly against the systematic mystical interpretation 
of the Bible, the allegory-mania, the adherence to all 
untrue evidence, the want of Hebrew knowledge in the 
interpretation of the Kew Testament, etc., etc. But in 
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spite of ibis he does not dare j&eely to deny any dogma, 
4ie can only speak of the difficulties in the way of be- 
lieving it and leave the decision of its value to his hearers. 
The chief cause which hinders freedom of thought in 
Saxony, is that the great men are still unenlightened. 
An outspoken book is at once confiscated. I am attending 
expository lectures on St. John by Weber; and on the 
Acts by Morus ; on Logic and Metaphysics by Platner ; 
on Esthetics by the same; on Moral Philosophy by 
"Wieland ; on Greometry and Trigonometry by Gehler ; on 
Philo'a Legatio ad imperatorem Caium by Morus; and on 
English by M. Bogler. I have made it a rule in my 
studies only to follow those which I find most agreeable 
and for which I am the least unfitted, and which I already 
find useful or think will be so« I have often been led 
into error through following this rule but have never 
repented of my mistakes. Studying that for which one 
has no love is a struggle against weariness, tedium and 
disgust to attain a good which one does not desire, and 
this implies wasting one's powers, which feel themselves 
to be created for another end, on a subject with which 
one makes no progress and withdrawing them from that 
in which one would have been successful. 'But it is 
just by this that you earn your bread' is the pitiable 
objecti- n raised in reply. I know nothing in the world 
by which one could not earn one*s bread. I will pass over 
the fact that he who makes the mere gaining of necessities 
the sole aim of his studies — ^by one more by another less— « 
never makes much progress. This being admitted, I do 
not know if I would earn my bread by that, for which 
I feel I have no capacity, in which I experience no 
pleasure and in which, consequently, I cannot possibly 
make progress, or by that, in which my pleasure spura 
me on and my powers help me forward. One must live 
entirely for cne brauch of knowledge, sacrificing ovei-y 
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power, every pleasure, every moment to it an3 occupying 
oneself with the others only in so far as they act as a 
foil to this one. And if by the strange complication of 
external circumstances I lose the paltry gain which is the 
object with all small intellects, this is certainly made good 
to me tenfold, when I enjoy that deep delight in following 
my object, wliich springs from the pursuit of truth ; when 
I feel the charm which the expression of each of my 
powers has for me and when perhaps I enjoy the honour 
also, which sooner or later may fall to their lot. This is 
my defence. Hitherto I have read only philosophical 
works, now I prefer only witty and eloquent writings, 
rich in metaphor. I used not to study French, now I 
read French books in preference to German. The wit 
of a Voltaire, the eloquence of a Bousseau, the splendid 
style of a Helvetius, the acute remarks of a Toussaint — 
all these urge me to the study of the French language. 
I do not consider that I am learning anything, but only 
that I am amusing myself; yet with the impression of 
the beautiful passages or the witty thoughts, there remains 
behind also the manner in which they were expressed. 
I am reading Pope and am delighted with him, as also with 
Young. He must undoubtedly be still grander in the 
original. I am now learning English, primarily in order to 
read the excellent weekly paper, the " Spectator " of which 
our translation is miserable. The eloquence of Bousseau 
delights me, I find it again in Cicero and Seneoa ; these 
two I like above all others, and I would not give up their 
writings for the best of Oerman books. Pope's satires 
carry me away ; I found him, like Horace, more beautiful 
in the original. His criticism of reason is a masterpiece, 
as is Horace's *' Be Arte poetica" I now like the Latin 
authors and have dropped that foolish prejudice with 
which on very slight grounds I was infected by the bad 
i^truction of Latin schoolmasters." 
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Partly througli external circumstances and partly 
through the growth of his powers, Eichter was soon 
guided to the choice of his calling. In addition to his 
regular university studies he continued the self-imposed 
task which he had begun at Hof. Eleven largo quarto 
volumes of Extracts from the most recent works, went 
■with him to Leipzig. The way he continued these 
private studies, strengthening thereby the foundation and 
framework of his whole literary power, not only indicates 
a thoughtfulness almost unexampled in one so young, 
but also evinces a physical energy which it is almost in- 
comprehensible that his body could endure, even if his 
mind could sustain it. Besides diligently attending his 
lectures, to which he added private lessons in English, 
and continuing his daily exercises in writing, which 
filled numerous volumes, and carrying on an animated 
qorrt^spondence for which he had special books, writing a 
duplicate copy of every letter, he still found time enough 
iiot only for the most extensive reading, but also for the 
iX)ntinuance of his ample extract books. He even com- 
menced various new ones, ^^Extraits de livres frangais^^* 
then a succesbion of excerpts, ** From recent works relating 
to Natural Philosophy and History," and others for 
** Theology," also a book for " Witty Ideas, Eemarks, etc., 
from Ancient and Modern Authors;" and all these he 
-wrote with his own hand with the greatest exactness and 
neatness. At the same time too, he began a dictionary of 
Varieties and Liberties of expression in which, under the- 
several words and expressions, he collected and compared 
as many others as possible with similar meanings. 

From the first-mentioned extracts, we see that he read 
the writings of Lessing with special zest, and among 
English authors those of Pope, among the French, those 
ol' Kousseau, Helvetius, Voltaire. Of the poets, he 
admired Shakspeare mdst, then Wieland, Hippel, Youngs 
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ftUd Swift. He was not however contented with reading 
and copying, but soon proceeded to original compositions. 
Among these was (in 1781) "The Praise of Stupidity." 
In this piece (nn printed) Stupidity is introduced speaking; 
extols itself as being the foster-nurse of body and soul, 
the benefactress of women, dandies, potentates, courtiers, 
and noblemen, of theologians, philosophers, poets, etc., 
and concludes with an exhortation for the enlargement of 
her empire. The train of thought is firmer, and the ex- 
pression more decided than hitherto, and the satire of the 
" Greenland Lawsuits " can already be traced. 

At the same period or shortly afterwards, he wrote a 
considerable number of treatises, some shorter, some 
longer, mostly of a satirical nature, though some of them 
are. also philosophical. Several are to be found in his 
literary remains.* Among others are "Atheism and 
Fanaticisms Compared;" "Stray Thoughts on Great 
Men ; " " Full Information about the Bad, Foolish, Un- 
true, and Superfluous Passages which I have struck out 
in my still unprinted satiric Organon out of respect to 
good taste and the public." " The Different Points of 
View from which the Devil, D^th and the Painter view 
Life." 

With reference to the "Praise of Stupidity," he thus 
writes to Vogel : 

"You probably know that I am poor; but this you 
probably do not know, that my poverty is not alleviated 
by anyone. One must first by means of money give one's 
atron to understand that one is in want of it, that is, 
cue must not be poor if one wishes to become rich. This 
does not suit my case, and no dispenser of benefits 
considers me needy enough for him to i<5ve me the 
charities of others because I cannot give him of my own. 
And God has also denied me four feet whereon to craw} 

• Jean Paul's SUmmUiche Werhe^ 1st ed. vols. lxii.-lxT. ' 
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Itnd gain the gracions look of a patron and a fe'w ommlw 
from his abundance. I can be neither a false flatterer 
nor a fool of fashion, nor can I win my friends by the 
flexibility of my tongue or of my spine. Add to this that 
most of the professors have neither tinie nor oppor- 
tunity, neither will nor means to help one ; that access 
to them is rendered impossible through the crowd of 
flatterers and impostors to all those who are neither the 
one nor the other ; that it would betray pride if one were 
to catch at opportunities of showing them one's best side. 
Put all this together, and you will know my position. 
But you do not yet know how I am going to better it. It 
occurred to me one day, * I will write books in order to 
be able to buy books. I will teach the public (permit 
this expression for the sake of the antithesis) that I may 
myself be able to learn. I will make the end the means, and 
harness the horses behind the cart to get out of this horrid 
pass. I then made an alteration in the nature of my 
studies ; I read good authors — Seneca, Ovid, Pope, Swift, 
Young, Voltaire, Bousseau, Boileau, and I know not whom 
else. Erasmus' Encomium Moriae suggested to me the 
idea of praising stupidity. I began, I improved, I found 
difficulties where I did not expect, and found none where 
I awaited them, and I finished on the day on which I 
received your valuable letter. You will think ' Strange * 
if you do not think ' Foolish.* " 

•* The Praise of Stupidity," as already mentioned, did not 
teaxih its goal, the press. But Eichter did not suffer him* 
self to be discouraged by this, and soon produced the 
** Greenland Lawsuits," which was published anonymously 
at Berlin in 1783. 

It contained satires on Authors, Theologians, on the 
Pride of Bitth, on Women and Dandies, etc., which with- 
out doubt he adorned with an abundance of wit and 
metaphor, but to which with his very limited knowledge 
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of the world, drawn mostly from books, he could supply 
only an incomplete foundation of reality. The bitterness 
of tone in which the book is written is very stiiking. 
According to his own confession not one line of love is to 
be found in the whole of the two volumes. 

But what concerns us most in it is the free and liberal 
apirit displayed throughout. The author places himself 
with decision on the liberal side, and appears as the 
declared adversary of blind faith in theological matters. 
of the prerogative of birth, the surveillance of the press, 
and the many evils arising therefrom. That in personal 
matters too he was able to have and maintain his own 
opinions, is shown by the pigtail episode, which in e^ 
few words is as follows : 

For reasons of bis own Eiohter chose to dispense with 
the discomfort end expense of collar and cravat, as also of 
the queue which according to the fashion of that time was 
indispensable. Society considered the matter of so much 
importance that it appears to have allowed him little 
peace at Leipzig or among his friends at Ho£ So irate 
was a certain Magister at Leipzig, a fellow lodger in the 
house with Eichter, at having to walk in the same garden 
with the queueless student, that he prevailed on the land- 
lord to relieve him of the nuisance. Jn ppite of re-* 
monstrance from friends and enemies Bichter held firm 
to his fancy for seven years. **I hold," said he, "the 
constant regard that we pay in all actions to the judg- 
ments of others as the poison of our peace, our reason and 
our virtue. Ar. this slave-chain I have long filed, but I 
scarcely hope ever to break it." The following circular 
addressed to his friends and the public was a fitting end 
pf this characteriAtic episode : 

'*The Undersigned begs to announce publicly that, 
whereas short hair has as many enemies as red, whereas 
said enemies are at the same time enemies of the person 
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on whom the hair grows ; and farther, whereas such n 
fashion is in no respect Christian, for were it so Chnstian 
people would adopt it, and whereas moreover the Tinder- 
signed has suffered as much injury from his hair as 
Absolom from his, though from opposite reasons ; and 
whereas he has been privately informed that people have 
endeavoured to bring him to his grave, because there the 
hair would grow without scissors, he here makes known 
that he will not willingly wait so long. It is hereby 
announced therefore to a gracious and highborn public, 
that the Undersigned purposes on Sunday next to appear 
in several of the important streets of Hof, with a short 
pigtail of false hair, and with this pigtail, as with a 
magnet and cord of love and magic wand, to obtain by 
force the love of every one let his name be what it '^11. 

" J. P. F. E." 

But to return to Leipzig. Though the ** Greenland 
Lawsuits " had found a publisher, it did not meet with a 
warm reception from the public; and his expectations 
raised so high had now gradually to lower their pitch 
until, little by little, they completely died away. 
We find him however busy with, a new book, and 
tliat again a satirical one, the *' Selections from the 
Devils Papers," but his life now at Leipzig was hst 
becoming unendurable. Even the hope of becci ing 
known by his book and of forming connexions with men 
of name and note had deceived him. Direct offers to 
bookfc^ellers, attempts at mediation through others had 
all miscarried entirely. For a long time he had not 
received anything from home and liad even grieved 
his good mother, who always hoped that he would go 
into the Church, in being unable to do anything to help 
her ; assistance from his friends could not be asked to an 
unlimited extent, and he was now reduced to the choice 
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between debts and hunger. One evening, aooompanied by 
a friend, he went at dusk to the town-gate to await the 
stage-coach which took him back to Hof, and thus in 
November 1784 brought his university career to an end. 

** A gladdening and enchanting time was that of my 
youth and one to which I ever look back with yearning, 
though not the external life, the barrenest that a youth 
ever endured, but the internal which bore a complete 
spring-time with blossoms and flowers under the deep 
snow of the external." 



§ IV. TUTORSHIP. — "THE INVISIBLE LODGE." 1784 — 1792. 

Poverty had driven Eichter from Leipzig and poverty 
awaited him in Hof. There, in a little room with his 
mother and younger brothers, he continued his work amid 
a variety of annoyances and privations. But those things 
which would have reduced another to despair — the 
washing and scouring, the cooking, the ironing, and the 
continual buzzing of the spinning-wheel, by the aid of 
which his mother gained their scanty livelihood — to him 
these all became materials for poetry and study, with 
which he afterwc^rds characterised the " Good Lenette ;" 
and the privations through which they passed, whether 
serious or comic, he hoarded up for "Siebenkas," his 
Advocate of the Poor. Like him, Eichter was employed 
while under the pressure of wants from all sides in 
elaborating his " Devil's Papers." With this work when 
complete he applied to several publishers, but in vain ; 
and after numerous other equally fruitless efforts to obtain 
literary work of any kind, he was at length glad to 
accept the first offer which promised him freedom from 
■absolute want. This came from the father of one of his 
friends named von Oertel, who asked him to come to Topen, 
and imdertake the instruction of his youngest son. 

i. e 
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With the new year of 1787, Eichter entered on his 
office with hopes of better times than he had hitherto 
^oyed. Bnt though he may well have breathed freely 
on quitting Hof^ it was no paradise to which he came. 
Herr von Oertel was &r from being a genial man, nor 
did Bichter ever sncceed in gaining the confidence or 
affetition of his pnpiL He felt too the want of his Hof 
fHends, since there was hardly anyone at Topen with 
whom he conld associate ; and he missed the library of 
his old friend Yogel. Had it not been for the kindneps 
of the Frau von Oertel, which he always remembered 
with gratitude, his new life wonld hardly have been more 
endurable than the old. 

In May of this year, Bichter at length succeeded in 
getting a publisher for the "Devil's Papers," but the 
honorarium which he received was a mere nothing, and 
the book seems to have been carelessly and badly printed 
and remained unnoticed. 

After the lapse of two years his engagement at Topen 
came to an end, in what seems to have been not quite a 
friendly manner, and he returned to his mother at Hof in 
the summer of 1789. Necessity, however, forced him again 
to accept the office of tutor. Seven childen of both sexes 
and diverse ages and abilities were intrusted to his care, 
and we now see the author of the " Invisible Lodge " as 
the teacher of the multiplication table and the rudiments 
of grammar. At the same time, however, we may see 
him sketching the outline of his "Levana," while bringing 
these young plants to a fruitfCil maturity. 

His energy and activity at this time are truly astonish- 
ing. Besides instructing these seven children in ele- 
mentary knowledge of all kinds, and superintending their 
work out of school hours which at times was no easy 
task — one of the boys once did a voluntary composition 
of 135 pages — he still found time and strength for hii^ 
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owi: deyelopment. He continued reading the most im- 
portant and, as far as possible, the most recent works of 
all kinds, and, in accordance with his usual custom, made 
copious extracts from them in his note-books. Of these 
note books, to which there seems to be no end, he now 
began several fresh ones, on all kinds of subjects — philo- 
sophical, historical, aesthetical, geographical, satirical, 
humorous, etc. By this means he kept himself in 
constant practice in writing; but these books do not 
appear to have had any further use, for he seldom or never 
referred to them afterwards in composing his works. 

In June 1790, he sent Otto a list of thirty-two subjects 
which he intended to work up. Most of them were 
finished in the course of this and the following year. 
We here give a few to show of what kind they were. 

** Description of the Public and Private Libraries" 
(comic appendix to "Titan"). " Devilocracy, instead of 
Theocracy " (unprinted). " Critique of the Opera of the 
holy Kingdomcome." ''That Women are our Popes" 
("Invisible Lodge"). "Grimaces" (unprinted). "Law- 
courts of Love." " Description of my Epitaph " (un- 
printed). " Female Fainting Fits " (" Invisible Lodge "). 

In the same year, 1790, he also wrote the " Bavarian 
Kreuzer Comedy," which strangely enough remained un- 
printed, and eventually found place in " The Paper Kite," 
Frankfort, 1845. But it must not be supposed that he 
wrote his works off-hand. For the smallest of them he 
kept special books, and carefully worked out the plans, 
characters, and descriptions beforehand, so that each 
separate work occupied at least as much time in prepara- 
tion as in execution. 

When we see that with all these many and various 
occupations Bichter found time to keep a written account 
in his diary of his daily life, and to ent«r with his own 
Itand all his letters in a correspondence book; it in 

2 
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difficult to imagine where his material life, with its 
necessities, can have found a place. 

His productions still met with no success, but in spite 
of all difficulties he worked on with obstinate perseverance 
and in February 1792, after eleven months' labour, he 
completed his first novel, the " Invisible Lodge." This 
lie sent to one Moritz, at Berlin, in whose work, *' Anton 
Heisser/' he had recognised a kindred spirit, with a letter^ 
from which the following is an extract : — 

" I would that you had already read this sheet, that I 
might not blush under your astonishment on 'seeing this 
volume. The black oilskin contains, like life, a man's 
character, his joys and griefs; a half-broken plan; in 
short a novel — I had almost written a man. ' Why,* I 
ask myself, 'dost thou send a Oerman novel — for this 
species of literary spawn, begotten by generatio OBquivoca^ 
is repulsive to a man of taste — to one whom thou 
lovest ; who has so often made thee sad by showing thee 
what life is, and what man, who casts his leaves therein, 
what the pointed moment of time is on which we stand ; 
and how a world lies between our short sleep and dream, and 
a little earth between those who are sleeping and dreaming 
somewhat longer.' One is sad when one finishes a book, 
for one thinks of all other things which one will finish — 
I am not now in good enough spirits to be dear. 

" As I send you the book, I should in vain endeavour to 
hide from you the opinion which 1 have of it, and which 
has not allowed me to put it in circulation, like a 
defaced Louis d*or, on the book exchange and to offer 
it to the unfeeling touch of intellectual slave-dealers, who 
are unknown to me. It is sweet to me to know that I 
send it to a heart which— excepting its superiority — is 
like the one under which it has been bom and nourished. 
If after reading it you should think it worthy to be read 
by the few who are like you, I beg you, either through 
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ycnr opinion, or by a few pages or the whole, to procure 
for it a commercial hand who will conduct it from the 
written into the printed world. ^^ y p j, -p „ 

After so many vain attempts, Eichter*s hopes for the 
success of this despatch were not very high; and the 
greater, therefore, was his surprise when Moritz at once 
wrote, heartily congratulating him on his work and 
desiring to make the acquaintince of the author without 
delay. A publisher was found in Matztlorff, the brother- 
in-law of Moritz, and Bichter before long had the grati- 
fication of laying a sum of 100 ducats in the lap of his 
poor and much astonished mother. 

End op the Tutorship. — Weimab. — Illness. — Death. 

1792— -1824. 

In the autumn of 1792 Jean Paul began his second 
important work, the ** Hesperus." He still, however, 
retained his post as tutor until the spring of 1794, 
when the eldest of his pupils entered the high school at 
Baireuth, and he returned to his mother's little room at 
Hof. To make the life of this good woman happier, was 
now his first object. 

With the "Invisible Lodge" he had entered on his 
proper path. For though he could not entirely renounce 
either jesting or sarcasm, he never again wrote a book 
wholly of satii-es like the ** Devil's Paper " or the " Green- 
land Lawsuits." A number of fresh projects now arose 
HI his mind, to all of which he made a beginning. The 
"Hesperus,'' begun in September 1792, was finished in 
June 1794. "Siebenkas" was commenced in the mean- 
time, and the groundwork to "Titan" was also laid. 
"Quintus Fixlein," with its jocular and touching ap- 
pendices was now written and at the end of a yeai* it 
passed into a second edition together with the "History 
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of its Prefaces," and the '* Annihilation.'' At the same 
time too appeared the '* Biographical Diversions." 

His rising fame brought him many invitations to Ti^it 
Weimar, the centre of German literature and when, in 
Jnne 1796, he made a journey thither, he appears to have 
been welcomed with enthusiasm. He there became per- 
sonally acquainted with Herder, Enebel, Einsiedel and 
Frau von Kalb. Wieland who at that time was absent 
in Switzerland wrote to express his pleasure in the 
prospect of making Bichter's acquaintance. By Schille(r 
and Goethe, who had already expressed unfavourable 
opinions about his writings, he was not so cordially 
welcomed, but his presence seems so far to have had an 
effect, that Goethe declared himself^ '* favourably disposed 
towards him on account of his love of truth and desire of 
improvement," while Schiller not only invited him to 
become a contributor to the '^Horen," but even wished 
him to settle down permanently at Jena. He also became 
acquainted with the Duchess Amalie, at whose castle at 
Tieffarth near Weimar he was a frequent visitor. 

His increasing fame and the appreciation which he met 
with wherever he went, began to make him dissatisfied 
with the limited life in the village of Hof, and on the 
death of his mother which occurred at this time, he 
removed to Leipzig. He did not however remain there 
long, and in 1798 removed to Weimar. Here, through the 
influence of Jacobi and Herder whose *' Metakritik" he read 
over VTith him in manuscript, his interest in philosophy 
was again roused. The negative doctrines of Kant and 
the idealism of Fichte found no favour with him. His 
nature demanded a belief in God, and a faith in the im- 
:nortality of the soul, and he appears to have had a much 
greater sympathy with Herder and Jacobi. In the Letters 
to his future son Hans Paul he opposed the critical school 
wiih much philosophical acuteness and also with his own 
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peculiar weapons of humour and satire ; against Fiohte 
he directed his ** Clavis FichtinaJ" 

While at Weimar he appears to have been a frequent 
visitor at the court of Hildburghausen. " Imagine/' he 
writes to Otto, **the angelic duchess with her beautiful 
childlike eyes, her whole face filled with love aud youth 
and grace, with a nightingale's voice and a mother's 
heart, then her sister, the Princess of Solms, still more 
beautiful and just as good, and the third, the Princess of 
Thurn and Taxis, both of whom arrived with their 
healthy, happy children the same day as I did. The^e 
people love me and read my books most heartily and wish 
only that I would remain another week, to see the fourth 
noble and beautiful sister, the Queen of Prussia. I am 
always invited to dinner and supper. Yesterday I 
improvised on the piano before the court." 

One result of the visit to Hildburghausen was that the 
Duke conferred on him the title and privileges of a 
Legaziofurath (Councillor of Legation), and another that he 
dedicated his '* Titan," upon which he was now engaged, to 
the ''four sisters upon the throne," and a third that he 
became engaged to one of the court ladies, Fraulein 
Caroline von Feuchtersleben. This engagement however, 
like a former one, appears to have been amicably broken off, 
both parties recognising that the difference in their posi- 
tions and lives threw difficulties in the way of their union. 

It was in the following year, when in Berlin, that 
he met the lady who was to be his wife. This was Caro- 
line, the second daughter of the Obertrtbunalrath Maier. 
Their marriage was celebrated in May 1801. 

While at Meiningen where they first settled, and after- 
wards at Coburg, Bichter devoted himself diligently to 
reading and working. The six volumes of the " Titan, 
of which two had already appeared, were completed. 
Between the second and third he wrote a few smallei 
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works. "The secret Complaint of Men of the present 
Time," and "Strange Company on New Year's Night," and 
also the second comic appendix to " Titan." A^»out this 
time too he was working at the " Wildcats " which he at 
first intended to publish with the title "History of my 
Brother," and the " Death in the other World. ' Requests 
from all sides for small contributions for albums and 
periodicals threatened to overwhelm him ; howcver much 
he might desire to withstand these, he could not return a 
negative to all the demands, and we owe many valuable 
essays to these applications. In February 1802, he wrote 
to Otto that, after the "Wildcats," he would finish 
the "Biographical Diversions," and then write "Sieben- 
kas* Marriage with Natalie," and after that nothing but 
critical and philosophical works. The "Biographical 
Diversions " was intended as a companion novel to " Titan," 
and Bichter made preparations for it with this inten- 
tion ; for " Siebenk&s' Second Marriage " also the plan 
and many studies still exist, but neither of these works 
was completed, though many a humorous and elevating 
work followed besides the critical and philosophical <mes. 

While at Coburg, Jean Paul suffered a severe loss in the 
death of Herder. To his grief for his friend is probably 
due the change which \ve notice at this time in his 
writings. The " Wildcats," which he had been working 
at with great pleasure, was now laid aside, and with it all 
imaginative writing. He turned to the "Introduction to 
.ZEiSthetics," and after the completion of that, commenced 
preparations for the " Levana." In 1804 he removed to 
Baireuth, where he devoted himself, if possible, with more 
energy than ever to his work. After the completion of 
the "Levana," we find him next writing on political 
subjects. 

His admiration for Napoleon's greatness struggled for 
some time with h's patriotism. For humanity he would 



BIOGBAPHY. xli 

have sacrificed his nationality; but when the conqueror 
showed himself the enemy of both, Bichter no longer 
hesitate on which side to place himself. But he 
sympathised as little in the dirge of the despondent as 
in the cry of hatred against the enemy, and least of all 
did he share in the fear of Germany s annihilation. Hope 
seems to have been the keynote of his compositions, and 
in the midst of the din of war he cheered his countrymen 
with " The Chicken-hearted Attila Schmelzle," " Fibel the 
Coxcomb," and ** The Droll Cynic Katzenberger." While 
with the more serious " Twilight " and the ** Peace " and 
*'Lent Sermons" he warned, admonished and soothed 
them. 

llie following letter to Otto in May 1808 gives one a 
glimpse of his feelings and opinions at this time : 

" My heart is now rigid, barren and cold. The spring 
with all its starry heavens is nothing to me. I shall 
remain rigid and cold until the great world-game han 
been won. This however does not withhold me— it spurs 
me on — from working zealously with my individual 
powers for the general good. Let him whom the time 
strikes down, first raise himself again, and then it with 
him. If the plurality of devils has some power, that of 
angels has stilL more. Still more, I say, for human nature 
gives ten angels the balance against one hundred devils. . . 
If this were not so, humanity instead of rising would long 
since have simk under the preponderance of the weak, the 
stupid and the bad." 

While his opinions strengthened the love of many of 
his old friends and also gained him many new ones, they 
did not fail, on the other hand, to estrange many from 
him. Among these latter was the Duke Emil August of 
Gotha, who had formerly been one of his great admirers. 
The loss of his favour, however, was compersated for by 
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the friendsliip of another German Prince, namely, Carl 
von Dalberg, Prince of Primas. He was the first who 
remembered the princely privilege of showing gratitude 
in the name of his people to their benefactor, and not 
content with admiring Richter's genius and praising his 
powers, he thought also of the conditions necessary for the 
development of these powers and granted him a yearly 
pension of 1000 guldens. Such assistance was the more wel- 
come as the King of Prussia had withdrawn a promise, given 
some years before, that he would grant him a prebendary. 

The "Autumn Flowers," published in 1810, is a collection 
of essays and short pieces on political and other subjects, 
which had first appeared in magazines and which he now 
collected into a volume. Two years later, after the 
termination of the war, he commenced " Nicolaus Margraf ' 
(The Comet), a comic novel He appears to have made 
more extensive preparations for this than for any other 
of his books, and worked at it with much pleasure. " I 
am now boiling and roasting over a large comic work," 
he writes in July 1813. " But in it I have vowed I will 
not again do as I have done hitherto, for in all my 
comic works, like a child bom ball-shape and straightway 
crucified on a pillow, I have yielded to the strict rules of 
art, and have, alas ! been only too proper ; now I will give 
myself the reins and go where I will — ^up, down, in 
flights and springs— with real boldness. My friend, I 
will retrieve and postscript my youth in age." 

Too much work and anxiety began about this time 
to tell on Bichter's robust health, and we find him 
making frequent little tours for the sake of change of 
scene. On one of these trips in 1812, he met with 
F. H. Jacobi in Niimberg, with whom he had long corres- 
ponded but not met personally. Four years later, when 
visiting Begensburg, he made the acquaintance of Prince 
Primas Carl von Dalberg, whom we have already men« 



HIOGBA?HT. xliii 

tioned. With him Richter seems to have been on good 
terms. He writes to Otto, "I have never in so short 
a time become one-eighth part so fond of a prince. Of an 
evening we often sit until dusk before the half-emptied 
bottle and talk of religion, philosophy and scientific topics 
of all kinds." The following year (1817), Richter visited 
Heidelberg, where he made the acquaintance of such men 
as Yoss, Paulus, Hegel, Schwarz. He here received his 
doctor's degree, and was feted by professors and students 
as he had never been before. To his wife he writes, 
''I have passed hours here such as I have never ex- 
perienced under the brightest heaven of my life, in 
particular the water-party, the students' Vitats and the 
songs from the old Italian mtudc, but I thank the Allgood 
as well as I can by gentleness, modesty, loVe and justice 
to all." The piece called " The Evergreen of our Feelings " 
which is a memorial of this irisit, was written soon after 
his return homo. Besid es new editions of some of his other 
works, he now at the request of his friends began the Auto- 
biography, for which however he appears to have had no 
zest. In 1818 he wrote to Voss, " At present I am writing 
my life, though I would rather write that of any one else, 
yet I must do it for no one knows my inner life but God 
and the devil ; the form however of the Biography will 
be dififerent from that of all former ones." And again, '* I 
have little pleasure in the Biography because there is no 
scope for imagination in it, and I have never even in 
novels liked to let the bare history flow on without the two 
banks of jest and feeling, and also because I care for no 
one less than myself. I wish I could relate my life to 
you, and you could put it in proper shape ; but I doubt 
not I shall find or make the right vehicle for it." In this 
frame of mind he attempted to weave his life into the 
story, ''Nicolaus Margraf," already mentioned, which he 
was now writing, or to bring it in &»me other way in con- 
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nexion with the store of thoughtB and ideas wliich he nad 
hoarded in his brain. But the work does not appear 
to have become less distastefal, and he laid it aside before 
he had proceeded far and devoted himself with more 
energy to the " Comet." 

We now fast approach the end. In 1821, he received 
a blow from which he never recovered, in the death of his 
son Max, a promising young man, who died while at the 
university, of a nervous fever brought on by overwork, 
and aggravated by a despondent state of mind induced 
by the study of phUosophy. After his son's death, Eichter 
appears to have lost his taste for satirical humorous 
writing. The Autobiography and "Comet" were laid 
aside and he began immediately the "Selina," a work 
on the immortality of the soul, which however he did not 
live to finish. In the spring following his son's death 
while he was staying at Dresden whither he had gone 
to recruit his health, he found that he was fast losing the 
sight of one of his eyes. Doctors and opticians were 
unable to help him, and symptons of dropsy which showed 
themselves necessitated a course of treatment which 
increased the malady in his eyes. The last weeks of his 
life were spent with his nephew, Otto Spazier, in revising 
his works for a complete edition. He does not appear 
to have thought that his end was so near, and looked 
forward with much pleasure to completing the work 
he had already begun. But towards the last his strength 
failed him rapidly, and on the 14th of November, 1824, his 
spirit found its rest. 



JEAN PAUL FKIEDKICH RICHTER. 



AUTOBIOGBAFHT. 



B 



AUTOBIOGEAPHY. 



FIEST LECTUEE. 

WONSIEDEL — BIRTH — GRANDFATHER, 

My dear Friends, — It was in the year 1763, on February 
15tli, that the peace of Hubertsbiirg came to this world, 
and after it the present Professor of the history of him- 
self; and this in the month in which the yellow and 
grey wagtails, the redbreasts, the cranes, and other 
snipes and waders, arrived with him, namely, in the 
month of March, — and this, too, on that day of the month 
on which the spoonwort and the trembling poplar the 
speedwell and the henbit, just come opportunely into 
blossom for anyone who may wish to strew flowers on the 
cradle, namely, on the 21st of March, — and this, too, in the 
earliest, freshest time of day, namely, at 1.30 a.m.; but 
what crowns all, is, that the beginning of his life was at 
the same time the beginning of that Spring. 

This last idea, that I, the Professor, and the Spring 
were bom together, has been introduced by me in conver- 
sation, I suppose, a hundred times already ; but I inten- 
tionally discharge it here, like a cannon-shot, for the lOlst 
time, in order that by the discharge I may be incapaci- 
tated from offering again as a honmot-honbon that which 
has already been handed round to the whole world through 
the printer's devil. It is a misfortune when Fate herself 
has laid a pun, like a nest-egg, in the history of ahj'one, 
be he the wittiest of men, and let him hatch new ideas 
by bushels; for on this egg he sits and broods a whole 
lifetime, in hopes of hatching something. For instance, I 
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once knew a barber and a coachman, both of whom, on 
being asked what they were called, invariably answered, 
neither diflferently, nor more simply or less wittily, than, 
Ihr gehorsamer Diener (Your humble servant) ; or else, 
Ihr Diener Diener (Your servant Diener) ; now the cause 
was that each had the misfortune io be called Diener 
(servant), and thus the indelible mark (character indebilis) 
of a standard joke was, as it were, tonsured on their heads, 
or they were both condemned to one perpetual idea ; the 
trade wind of their wit blew continually in one direction. 
And still less, my honoured friends, let us hope to sur- 
])rise a man who bears a name, common and proper at the 
same time, such as Ocha (Ox) and Bapinat (Plunder) both 
formerly in Switzerland — Wolfi—ScJilegel (Mallet) — Bichter 
(judge) — to surprise, I say, such a double-named man with 
a pun, be it ever so brilliant ; for he has lived long enough 
with his name for any pun to be quite stale to him, which, 
to his new acquaintance, appears new, fiesh and witty. 
MuUner, now, was more successful with his pun on Schptten 
(Scotchmen) and Schatten (shadows); for no Schotten ever 
considered themselves Schatten, and no SchaUen Schotten : 
they are eternally separated by two vowels. 

I return to my story, and find myself among the dead ; for 
all are now out of the world who saw my entrance into it. 
My father, J ohann Christian Christoph Eichter, was Terzius * 
and organist in Wonsiedel ; my mother, Sophia Rosina, was 
the daughter of a cloth-weaver, J ohann Paul Kuhn, in Hof. 
On the day following my birth, I was baptized by the 
senior Apel. One godfather was the above-mentioned 
J ohann Paul; the other was J ohann Friedrich Thieme, 
a bookbinder, who did not know at. that time on what a 
Maecenas of his handicraft he bestowed his name; from 
these two sprang the compound name Johann Paul 
Friedrich, the grandfather's half of which I translated- 
into French, and thus made of it one complete name — Jean. 

* To understand this title and otherd occurring afterwa?ds, the 
reader must know that a German gym dm slum, or hi^h school, liaa 
eight masters — the Hector, or headmaster, Ckmrecior, SvJbrector, Quintvs^ 
Qiiarttu, Tertitut, Secundu4i, Primus. The classes are arranged 
in the inverse ordtr ; the first class, or Frima, being the highest. 
Boys in the Priraa are called Primanere, in the Seeunda Secunda- 
ners, and so on. — Tr, . 
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Paul, for reasons which will be fully explained in later 
lectures of this winter season. 

But for the present we will let the hero and subject of 
these historical lectures lie unheeded in the cradle and on 
the mother's breast, and sleep long enough — ^from the long 
momingHsleep of life there is little of general historical in- 
terest to be learned — sleep long enough for me to speak, if 
only shortly and insufficiently, of those towards whom 
my heart inclines itself and my pen — of my relations, my 
father, mother, and grandparents. 

My father was the son of the Kector,* Johann Richter, 
in Neustadt at Culm. Little is known of him except 
that he was poor and pious in the highest degree. When 
either of his surviving grandchildren goes to Neustadt, 
he is still received with grateful Jove and joy by the in- 
habitants ; the old ones tell how conscientious and strict 
were his life and his tuition, and yet how cheerful. A 
little bench behind the organ is still shown where he 
knelt every Sunday in prayer, and a cave, too, made by 
himself in the so-called Culm, wherein to pray, which 
still remained until the time when his fiery son — although 
only for him too fiery — played with the Muses and Ptnia. 

The evening twilight was a daily autumn to him, in 
which pacing up and down the scantily furnished school- 
room, he would reap the harvest of the day and prayer- 
fuUy think over the sowing for the morrowf His sch ol- 
house was a prison, not with bread-and-water, but with 
bread-and-beer fare ; more than this — with perhaps a little 
pious contentment thrown in — was not allowed by a 
rectorate, though united with the offices of Cantor^ and 
Organist ; for, in spite of this lion-society of three offices, 
it did not yield more than 150 guldens per annum. At 
this hunger-well, not uncommon for Baireuth schoolmen, 
stood the man who had formerly been Cantor at Eehau, 
for five-and-thirty long years,— and drew. He might 
assuredly have got a few more scraps and halfpennies if 
he had been promoted, say, to the post of country clergy- 
man. Whenever the schoolmasters change their clothes — 
when they exchange the school-gown for the priest's gown, 
—they receive better victuals, just as the silkworms, at each 

• See note above. t The leader of the ohoir.^-IV. 



6 J£AN PAUL FRTEDBICH BICHTEB. 

fresh skinning, get better food ; and in this manner snck 
a man, by increase of his work, may increase his income 
to such an extent, that he may come np with those state 
officials with their pensions and gratuities, whose five- 
note lines of prizes are carried through the complete score 
of the cabinet, in spite of all panses of the instrument. 

When my grandfather called on the boys' parents, 
which he did occasionally, more for the pupils' than the 
parents' sake, he would take of the above-mentioned beer 
and bread, at which he remained all his life, a piece of 
the latter in his pocket, and expect only a tankard of beer 
from his host. At length, in the year 1 763 — just the year 
of my birth — it fell out that he was elected, probably 
through special connexions with some Higher Powers, to 
an important position, one for which the rectorate, the town, 
and the Culmberg were very readily given up. He was 
exactly seventy-six years four months and eight days of 
age when he actually received the tsaid place in the Neustadt 
— graveyard; his wife had already gone twenty years 
before to ter place beside him. My parents were called with 
me to his death-bed when I was a child of five months old.. 

He was dying, when a clergyman (as my father ha9 
often told me) said to my parents : " Let the old Jacob 
lay his hand on the child's head and bless him ;" and thus 
I was put on his death-bed, and he laid his hand on my 
head. O pious grandfather ! Often have I thought of thy 
hand blessing me while already growing cold in death, 
when fate has led me out of dark hours into brighter ; and 
I can, too, hold firm to my belief in thy blessing in a 
world permeated and animate by Miracles and Spirits. 

My father was bom in Neustadt on the 16th of December, 
1727 — bom, I might say, rather for the winter of life than, 
like me, for a spring, had not his vigorous nature been 
able to carve a safe haven for him even among the icebergs. 
He could only afford to enjoy, or rather endure, the 
Lyceum at Wonsiedel, as Luther did his school in Eisen- 
ach, as a so-called Alumnus (poor scholar) ; for when a 
yearly income of 150 guldens had to be divided between 
father, mother, and several sisters, nothing at all, or at 
best only Alumnus-hreaA, could fall to his share. Later he 
entered the Gymncmum poeticum at Begensburg in order, not 
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only to hungerin a larger town, but also to cultivate the 
real blossom of his nature instead of the leaves, — which 
blossom was music. In the chapel of the Prince of Thum 
and Taxis— the well-known connoisseur and patron of 
music — ^he could do homage to the saint for whose service 
he was bom ; and twenty years later he became a favourite 
composer of 'church m Jc^m the principaHty of Bairenth. 
On the eve of Good Friday he would perform, to the delight 
of us children as well as of himself, the heUige AUmacJUy with 
ivhich the Catholics edified and purified their souls at that 
time. To my grief, 1 must confess that when some years 
ago I was in Begensburg, amongst all its antiquities and 
remembrances — ^not excepting even the Imperial Diet — ^my 
father's hard life was the most important of all to me ; and 
often in the palace of Thum and Taxis, and in the narrow 
streets, where a couple of stout fellows would have hard 
-work to get by each other, I have thought of the confined 
ways and narrow paths of his youthful days. 

Later, at Jena and Erlangen, he studied, not music, but 
theology, perhaps merely for the sake of worrying himself 
for a time, namely, until his thirty-second year, as a private 
tutor at Baireuth, in which town his son has collected the 
whole of this information. For by the year 1760 he had 
already wrested from the state the post of Organist and 
Terzius in the town of Wonsiedel, and thus in this matter 
bad more and earlier good-luck, under the Markgraf of 
Baireuth, than that candidate in Hanover (of whom we 
read), who, being seventy years old, received no other posi- 
tion in the church than tne one close by in the churchyard. 

But now, I pray, let not any of my audience fear, from 
what has been already said, that they are going to be 
introduced to a pitiable object of a father, who, like many 
a modem hypocrite, goes about swaddled in tear-soaked 
handkerchiefs ; he lived on wings, and was sought in the 
families of Brandenburg, and Schopf as the pleasantest and 
most amusing companion. This power of social humour 
accompanied him throughout his life, though in his minis- 
terial duties he was known as one of the strictest of divines, 
and in the pulpit as a so-called law-preacher. He won 
the hearts of his relations in his native town by his 
enthusiastic sermons, and in Hof in the Yoigtland he won 
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something still more important — a bride, and, what was 
yet more diflBcult, her rich parents into the bargain. 
When a citizen, who has become wealthy by cloth-making 
and veil- selling, does not refuse the prettiest, and most loved 
of his two delicately nurtured daughters to a needy TerziuSy 
who, together with his creditors, lives within a day's 
journey of him, — then, I say, this Terziua on the one hand 
can only have overcome daughter and parents by much 
merit of his personal attractions, and by the fame and im* 
pressiveness of his great pulpit gifts ; and on the other hand 
there must have dwelt in the cloth- weaver a fouI above 
his cloth and money, for which talent and clerical worth 
shone with more lustre than did the glittering silver of an 
ordinary being. On the 13th of October, 1761, the beloved 
went as bride with her treasures to the cramped little 
school-house, which luckily was not made any smaller by 
house-furniture. His cheerful disposition, his indifference 
to money, united with his confidence in his housekeeper, 
left abundance of superfluous empty room in the Terzius 
conch-shell for all moveable possessions from Hof which 
might wish to take up their abode with him; but my 
mother — in those days married people were so, and a few 
are still — minded the bareness throughout her married life 
as little as my father himself did. The strong man should 
have courage to wed either the rich landowner, or, just as 
well, the poor housekeeper. 

In my historical lectures, I warn you, hunger will occur 
with ever-increasing power — in the case of the hero it 
reaches a very high pitch — and as often, I daresay, as the 
feasting in Thummel's " Travels," and the tea-drinking in 
Richardson's "Clarissa;" yet I cannot help saying to 
poverty, " Be welcome I provided only that thou comest 
not quite too late in life." Riches fetter talent more than 
poverty : many an intellectual giant may lie stifled under 
thrones and golden mountains. When the oil of wealth 
is poured on the flames of youth, and especially of the 
more ardent, stronger youth, then will little more be left 
of the Phoenix than the ashes ; only a Goethe has the power 
to keep his Phoenix wings unsinged in the sun of pros- 
perity. The poor historical Professor would not, for much 
money, have had much money in his youth. Fate does with 
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poets, as we do with birds— it darkens the warbler's cage 
until he has caught the oft-played air that he is to sing. 

But spare, just Fate, the old man from want, for he 
it is who ought not — must not — be without. The heavy 
years have bent his back too much already, he can no 
more erect himself as the youth, and carry his burdens 
lightly on his head. The old man, while still on the earth, 
^ready needs the rest within it ; of the world he can use only 
the present and but little future, for now he has no more 
the planting, blooming future as foil for his present. Two 
steps from the last and lowest bed, with no other curtains 
than the flowers, he wishes still to rest and to slumber 
a little in the old grandfather's chair ; and, half asleep, to 
open his eyes once more, and gaze on the old stars and 
meadows of youth. And I have little objection — for he 
has done the most important part for the next as well as 
this world — if, in the evening, he looks forward to his 
breakfast next morning, and in the morning to his bed, 
and if the world lets him depart, in his second childhood, 
amid those harmless pleasures of the senses, with vhich 
she received him in his first. 

Only one single error on my father's part may be laid 
to the charge of poverty, namely, that he sacrificed 
himself like a monk to his ministerial ofiBce, instead of 
devoting himself with his whole musical soul to the tone- 
muse ; that he suffered his genius to be buried in a village 
church. The Church-ship was in those days, it is true — 
particularly in the opinion of Burger parents-in-law — the 
Provision-ship or Air-ship, and the needy son of musio 
strove to run into the haven of the pulpit. But whoever 
feels in himself a declination and inclination of his 
magnet- needle, not urged on him by wants or education, 
but growing up with him, let him follow its pointing 
with confidence, as that of a compass through the desert. 
Had the present Professor of history imitated his father, 
as the latter wished, he now, instead of giving these 
lectures, would be delivering sacred official discourses and 
speeches, both casual and otherwise ; and would probably 
be enrolled in the universal ^* Magazine for Preachers," 
only, alas, to swell it more immoderately. 

But ioiy father was not in reality unfaithful either to 
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himself or his muse ; for did she not visit him, as his oid 
love, in the cloister attire of the Blessed Virgin, bringing 
him the church music every week to the lonely, toneless 

Earish of Joditz ? And, on the other hand, there dwelt in 
im also another power besides his musical talent, which 
sought play-room in the pulpit ; for although, as the old 
8a3dng tells us, great musicians are generally given to 
the sensual pleasure of drinking, and, as Lavater says, to 
that of eating, and in this waj' the Kapellmeister* may 
appear as his own cellar-master and steward, yet one does 
not hear that they were particularly good pulpit orators in 
addition to this. Eloquence, the prosaic wall-and-door 
neighbour to poetry, dwelt in my father's ministerial 
heart; and the same sunbeams of genius, which in the 
morning of his life awakened melodious strains, as in a 
Memnon's statue, united afterwards in the pulpit a genial 
light with the thunder of the law. 

I am quite aware, my friends, that I am talking a long 
time of my relations and praising them highly ; but I will 
immediately begin, I assure you, to speak of myself, and 
then I shall with difficulty stop again. This very praise 
which I bestow on my father would appear to him, if he 
was still living, just as important as it appears vain to 
me, when I picture him to myself in Eternity, where he 
will not be particularly proud, amongst the blessed, that 
in the year 1818 he was again announced from my 
lecturing chair as a composer of church music in the 
principality of Baireuth — and just this and a similar 
coldness must my son expect of me, if ever on some future 
day, after I have become a spirit, he shall eagerly tell to 
the world the universal applause which my works have 
won, — but let him on this account paint them, as little as 
I have done, either more coldly or more shortly. 

The fact is, most honoured sirs, I would ten times 
rather give you historical lectures on my forefathers than 
on myself. What a diflferent form does the past take, 
which otherwise were so unfamiliar to us, when our 
relations pass through it and link it in brotherly alliance 
ivdth our present I That man is to be envied whose 

* The Kapellmeister, or Capellmeister, is the director of the royal 
orchidstral band. 
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li:8tory accompainies him back from his forefathers to their 
forefathers, and thus colours a grey t'me with green. For 
we cannot paint the times in which our grandparents and 
great-grandparents lived, even when they themselves 
were old, otherwise than in the brightness and freshness 
of youth ; just as in reality we compose our future world 
of old men and not of youths. 

1 return at length to the hero and subject of our 
lectures, and call particular attention to the fact that 
I was bom in Wonsiedel (wrongly called Wunsiedel), a 
town on the Fichtelgebirge. The Fichtelgebirge, one of 
the highest regions of Germany, . gives health to its 
inhabitants (they would be the first to dispense with the 
Alexanderbad), and strong, tall figures ; and the Professor 
leaves it to his audience to decide whether he appears in 
iiis chair of office as a confirmation of, or an exception to 
this. It is vexatious, I may add, for a man who would 
best like to make himself a name in his native town, that 
the Wonsiedlers swallow the r at the beginning and 
end of the words with which, as every one knows, the 
name " Hichter " must commence and finish. The an- 
cestors of the Wonsiedlers, moreover, have been crowned 
from all times with laurel wreaths for their bravery in 
war, which is what I must wish for them as my village 
ancestors ; and from history* it is sufficiently well known 
how they withstood and defeated the Hussites ; and if for 
"Hussites'* we put "critics," anyone who will count my 
victories over the enemies from Hussite Nikolai to Hussite 
Merkel, will perhaps think that the race has not de- 
generated in bravery. 

In Wonsiedel, the sixth town of the six so-called Con- 
federate States, there was always, at any rate for Patriotisn 
and for societies for help and justice, a sixth creation day, 
and German love, fidelity, and strength took up thiir 
abode there. I am glad to have been bom in thee, th^u 
little town under the long and lofty mountain-ran^, 

♦ According to the detailed account of the Fichtel-berg (Lei jsig, 
1716), p. 52, the Hussites had laid waste the whole of the land aoove 
the mountain range; but on the Friday before Pentecost the 
AVonsiedlers repulsS 18,000 of the Bohemians, who had stcrmed their 
town three times. 
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whoee tops look down on ns like eagle-heads. Then hast 
adorned thy mountain throne by the steps thereto, and 
thy healing spring gives strength — ^not to thee — but to 
the sick, to climb to the canopy above him and to the 
command of the distant villages and plains. I am glad 
to have been bom in thee, thou little but good and bright 
town. 

It has often been remarked that the first-bom are 
generally of the female sex. To this observation the 
subject of our history is no exception, in spite of his 
right of primogeniture ; for as his parents were married 
in October, 1761, and he was bom in March, 1763, another 
little being (as he has heard), for this world only a 
shadow, had gone before him and begun its existence in 
the light of another world, perhaps without having seen 
the light of this one. 

The far-reaching memories of childhood bring joy to 
the tottering man, striving in this wave-existence to get a 
firm hold anywhere ; yes, they elevate him more than one 
can say — much more than the memories of his later and 
more busy life ; and this perhaps for these two reasons, 
— firstly, that he thinks, by thus looking back, to force his 
way nearer to the gates of life guarded by spirits and 
darkness ; and, secondly, he hopes in the mental power of 
early consciousness to find, as it were, an independence 
of this contemptible little mortal b(»dy. I am glad that 
I am still able to recall a dim, faint recollection of the 
time when I was twelve or at most fourteen months old, 
like the first mental snowdrop out of the dark soil of 
childhood. I still remember that one of the poor scholars 
was very fond of me, and that he used always to carry me 
about in his arms — ^whi<;h is more pleasant than being 
carried on the hands* in later life — and used to give me 
inilk to drink in the large gloomy room of the Alumnu 
His distant fading picture and his love for me hovered 
over many years. Now alas I I know his name no more ; 
but yet it is possible that he is still living, far on towards 
his seventieth year, and the wide-read scholar may meet 

• The German expression, auf den Hdnden tragen (to carry on the 
hands), means *'to treat wirh great affection " or "reg:ard." Riohtei 
was more sought after in later life than he cared to be. 
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with thefle leotnres, and may then call to mind a little 
Professor whom he carried about and kissed. Ah I if it 
should be so, and he shoxdd write— or if to the old man 
the older man should come ! This little morning-star of 
earliest memory still shone brightly in the low heaven of 
boyhood, but has grown more and more pale the higher 
the daylight of life has risen; and now in reality I 
remember only this one thing clearly, that I formerly 
remembered all more cleaily. 

As my father had already received his appointment as 
pastor at Joditz in the year 1765, 1 can the more exactly 
separate the reliquary of my Wonsiedler childhood from 
the early remembrances and reliques of Joditz. 

This village is the second scene of this little historical 
melodrama; where, most honoured ladies and gentlemen, 
you will meet the hero of the piece under entirely new 
circumstances in our second lecture; for each lecture is 
laid in a new place of residence. Indeed, the whole history 
of these lectures, or the lectures of this history, are 
so skilfully and successfully arranged, that of the three 
usual unities of an historical drama, besides the first one 
of place — for of course I must make my appearance in the 
various places where I sojourned — ^besides this one, I say, 
no other unity but that of time is transgressed, for the 
hero from his entrance into life to his entrance on his 
professorship, must always be passing from one time to 
another; not to mention that while representing and 
acting the piece he must offend the unity of time by him- 
self growing older ; but in return for this he holds firmly 
the unity of interest running throughout, which can hardly 
be imagined greater than it is. But our hero's upward 
ascent has already begun, and we have the pleasure in our 
second lecture of meeting again, after two years, as the 
pastor's son, the historical personage whom in the first 
we left as the son of a Terzivs only ; for in 1765 my father 
waJs called to Joditz by the Baroness von Plotho (a 
Bodenhausen by birth) of Zedtwitz, the wife of the same 
Plotho who was ambassador to Frederic the Only at the 
Imperial Diet of fiegensburg, in the beginning of the Seven 
Years' War. 
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SECOND LECTUBE. 

EMBRACING THE PERIOD FROM THE IST OF AUGUeTT, 1765, TO 
THE 9th of JANUARY, 1776 — ^JODITZ — VILLAGE IDYLS. 

Much honoured Ladies and Gentlemen, — ^Toa now meet 
the Professor of his Antobiographical History iu the village 
of Joditz, whither he accompanied his parents in woman's 
hood and girFs frock. The Saale, which took its rise, like 
myself, in the Fichtelgebirge, had followed me thither, just 
as in later years it flowed past Hof when I went to live 
there. This river is the most beautiful, or at any rate the 
longest, river in Joditz, flowing round the town by the 
mountain side. The village itself is crossed by a little 
brook, with a wooden bridge. A commonplace castle and 
parsonage might well be the most important buildings 
here. The suburbs were not more than twice the size of 
the village itself, if one did not climb the mountain side ; 
and yet to the Professor of his own history that village is 
of yet more importance than the town of his birth, for in 
it he passed the most important time of his life, namely, the 
boy-Olympiads. 

I never could give my sympathy to those nineteen towns 
which quarrelled (according to Suidas) for the honour of 
being the birthplace of Homer, just as little as with those 
Duteh places, all of which would wish (according to Bayle) 
to have given birth to Erasmus. What can there be of 
such importance in the first day before or after nine months. 

At the place of the grave the inhabitants might have 
more share in the merit — and also in the blame — than at 
the place of the cradle. Although, on the whole, many 
princes are 'bom in capital towns, yet London, Paris, 
Berlin and Vienna are not proud of this ; for if they were, 
then, by converse reasoning, would all those towns and 
villages where great rogues have been bom have to bo 
ashamed. The birth-lands might, at the most, be allowed 
to presume on the honour of the birth-towns in them, if 
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any favonrable judgment ooxild be formed of their olimate 
or inhabitants on account of their number of notable births ; 
but one Pindar in Boeotia does not make a swallow-summer 
of it. 

The real native town, namely, the mental one, is th^ 
place where the education begins and continues longest; 
and if it is so for world-renowned men, who seldom need 
education and seldom make use of it, how much more is 
it so for village- and town-renowned, mediocre men, like 
my hero, who gained so much his from bringing-up and 
spoiling, and who, by means of both, combined with his 
readings (which is only a more extensive educating and 
spoiling institution), has really become that which he 
now is — a Councillor-of-Embassy of Hildburghausen, a 
Heidelburg Doctor of Philosophy, a threefold Member of 
various Societies, and the present unworthy Possessor of 
this Autohistorical Professorship. 

Let no poet, I pray, get himself bom and reared in a 
Capital ; but rather, if possible, in a village, or, at most, in 
a small town. The super-abundance and over-fascination 
of a large town are to the delicate, excitable, young soul 
a feasting at dessert, a drinking of burning spirits, a 
bathing in glowing wine. Life is exhausted in him during 
boyhood ; and after the greatest he has nothing left for 
which to wish, but that which at any rate is smaller, 
namely, the village. One does not gain or acquire so much in 
coming from the town to the village, as vice versa, — from 
Joditz to Hof. Consider, too, that most important element 
for poets — Love. Li the town he must draw around the 
torrid zone of his parents, friends, and acquaintance, the 
larger temperate and frigid zones of unloved men, who 
pass by him unknown, and for whom he is as little able to 
kindle and warm his love as is a ship's crew in meeting 
and passing another vessel. 

But in a village one loves the whole population : no 
babe is buried but each one knows its name, its illness, 
and the mourning it has called forth. The inhabitants o^ 
Joditz thus lived and grew into one another ; and this 
glorious sympathy for every one in the form of a man, 
which thus extends even to the stranger and the beggar, 
gives birth to a solid love for mankind and to the right 
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flMtf«L of ttbe hegt. Ami tdbas^w&ea^be poet wanden 
fcitii fern ids TLl£aqs>S;. h& ^rfrrg^ «;> «fte$L wiuom lie meets 
a pQction of his hsarz^ smi oe wiEL iuftre &r to travel 
ere he Las ikam ^lau the w^ijie of ic azaang tiie streetB 
and aDersw 

Undoabledlj, iiiere is a still ggiaaiei misfartnne than 
that of \mng reared m a metrocic-Ik : iLazn^T, the being 
Teaied on the rcttd. Hke a obiLi of the aristocracr, which 
joomeTB for years amii Strang towns and people, and 
knows no other home than the traxidling^ooach. 

We now come again to the pastor's son, whose life in 
Joditz, I think. I shall best represent t*> yoa if I pass it 
before von br-and-bv, in one complete vear of Idvls. But 
first, like mist, let that precede which does not belong to 
the bright days : the mist is the instmction I received, 
which, however, was not till after ten years. Learning of 
all sorts was life to me, and I would gladly have submitted 
myself, prince-like, to the instmction of half-a-dozen tutors ; 
but I scarcely had one proper one. Still do I remember 
the delight of that winter-evaiing when I received into my 
hand the A, B, C book from the town, with the pencil to 
serve as pointer attached to it, on the cover of which were 
written (not without right) in real gold letters, the contents 
of the first X)age, which consisted of alternate red and black 
letters : a gambler derives less ecstacy before his gold and 
rouge et noir than I did before mine from that book whose 
pencil even I did not once stake. 

After this, — when I had taken enough private instruc* 
tion, with my inner Frivatissima as master, to pass 
through the lowest classes of the school,— I was taken in 
a green taffeta cap, but already in short trousers (for 
which the schoolmistress openly supplemented my weak 
little fingers) to the high school that is, the school 
which stood opposite the parsonage, and there with the 
pdnoil I rooitea my letters to them all. As usual, I became 
fond of every living thing in the school, and, most of all', 
of the thin, consumptive, but cheerful schoolmaster ; whose 
anxiety I always shared when on the watch for an unwary 
goldihioh behind the finch-trap which stood outside hie 
window, or when he was about to throw the draw-net 
ovor the yellow-hammers on the fowling-fioor out in th« 
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snow. In the Greenland winter-oloseness of the crowded 
schoolroom, I remember still, with pleasure, the long linen 
stoppei s which were stuffed into small air-holes bored in 
the wall, and which one only needed to draw out to receive 
into the open mouth a refreshing stream of frosty air from 
outside. 

Each fresh letter which the schoolmaster gave me 
to write reinvigorated me — as a picture would others — 
and I envied the rest for reciting their lessons, for I would 
fain have enjoyed the bliss of spelling as well as of singing 
in chorus. 

Was it twelve o'clock and dinner not yet leady, there 
was then nothing left to be wished for by me and my 
brother Adam Twho is now dead). For although he was 
much fonder ot a bird's nest than of a whole colony of 
muses, we flew to the schoolroom, carrying our hunger 
with us — ^putting off the appecusing of it until later — in 
order not to lose a minuta' People made much of this 
knowledge-craving self-sacrifice, but I remember very well 
that the common childish inclination to escape from the 
regular daily round had most of all to do with it. We 
wanted to have our dinners a few hours later, just as on 
fast-days and' repentance-days we always looked forward 
to the late dinners. When all in the house is in a state 
of confusion on account of white-washing, for example, 
or perhaps from moving to another house, or from the 
arrival of several guests, then the little human fools are 
at their zenith of delight. 

Unluckily I shut to myself for ever the schoolroom door, 
by an untimely complaint to my father about a big peasant 
lad (Zah was his name — that posterity may know it), who 
had struck me on the knuckles with his clasp-knife. In 
proud anger, my father henceforth gave my brothers and 
myself our instruction alone, and every winter I had to 
seethe children over the way sailing into the harbour which 
was closed to me. But still I had left to me the little by- 
pleasure of carrying over to the schoolmaster the frequent 
bulls and decrees of his village pope, and the Christmas 
gifts or presents from the newly-killed pig, or any other 
uttle plateful of eatables in place of the Eomish Agnus Dei 
or the consecrated roses and baby-napkins. 

L 
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Four hours before and three hours after dinner our 
father used to give us our lessons, which consisted 
entirely of learning by rote — verses, catechism, Latin 
words, and Lange*s grammar. We had to learn the long 
rules of the genders for each declension, together with 
the exceptions and the adjoined Latin examples, without 
understanding a word of it all. If on a bright summer 
day my father went into the country, we got some such 
confounded exceptions as pania and piscia to learn for the 
next morning ; but my brother Adam, for whom the whole 
day hardly sufficed fer his frolics and games of all kinds, 
seldom had an eighth part of them left in his head, fo* 
it was not often that he was lucky enough to get such 
delightful words to decline as scamnum^ or, better still, 
cornu, in the singular, of which he could at any rate say 
the Latin half. Believe me, ladies and gentlemen, it was 
no easy matter, on a bright June day, when the all- 
powerful ruler was not at home, to arrest and imprison 
oneself in a comer, there to stamp and impress two or 
three pages of words into one's head ; on a bright summer- 
day, I say, it was no easy matter — but it was harder stil) 
on a short, snowy one in December ; and you must not be 
surprised that ray brother on this account always carried 
away a few stripes after such days. The Professor of his 
own history can, however, make this general declaration, — 
that never throughout his whole school-life was he flogged 
either in part or completely ; the Professor always knew 
his part. 

But let not this rote-learning system throw a false 
light on my indefatigable and loving father, who would 
sacrifice the whole day in writing out and committing to 
memory the sermons for his country parishioners, merely 
from overstrict conscientiousness, as several times he had 
had proofs of his extempore eloquence; my good father, 
who, in his weekly visits to the schoolroom and in his 
doubling the pubHc instruction for children, and in all 
other things exceeded his duty by self-sacrifice, and who 
gave his tender, warm, fatherly heart chiefly to me, 
aLtd who would break out into joyful tears over any little 
signs of talent and progress in me. In the whole of his 
aducational system he committed no other faults, however 
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Btrange are some which may occur, than those of the head 
— ^none of the will. 

This method is to be recommended to the regular school- 
master, for by no other is so much time and trouble 
sparid as by this really convenient one, by which the 
pupil gains in his book a vicarius or adjunctus of the 
teacher, or his curator absentia, and magnetises himself like 
a powerful clairvoyant. Yes, this mental self-nourishing 
of children is capable of such extension, that I myself 
would undertake to superintend, through the letter-post, 
a whole school in North America, or fifty days' journey 
distant in the old world, merely by writing to my school- 
children what they were to learn each day, and keeping 
some or other insignificant person there to whom they 
should repeat it, while I myself would enjoy the con- 
sciousness of their beautiful intellectual reminiscere* Lenten 
Simday. 

In Specchis I translated, by order, a good deal at the 
begining into Latin with that pleasure with which I 
climbed onto and stripped each fresh branch of learning. 
I turned the latter half into Latin by myself, but was 
unable to find anyone to correct the mistakes. I divined 
tiie meaning of the Colloquia (conversations) in Lange's 
grammar from longing to know what they were about, 
but in Joditz my father did not allow me to translate 
anything. The Qreek alphabet I studied hungrily and 
thirstily, in a Greek grammar written in Latin, and at the 
end I wrote Greek fairly — that is, as far as the handwriting 
was concerned. How willingly would I have learned 
more, and how easily. If the body did not, yet the spirit 
of a language easily entered into me, as the third lecture 
of this winter half-year will, 1 daresay, best show to the 
world. 

Once only, on a winter's afternoon — I might be from 
eight to nine years old — when my father was going to 
study a little La^in vocabulary book with me, that is, was 
going to set me to learn it by heart, and I had to read the 
first page over to him ; — I read the word lingua, in spite of 

* The rtmimseere Sunday is the second Sunday in Lent. As people 
on thnt day are to recall the sufferings of Christ, so here the pupils ar<^ 
to rcoim to their memories the lessons whioh they hare learned. — Tb. 

2 
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his oorrections, not lingtoa, but always lin-gua ;, and repeated 
the same mistake, regardless of all corrections, so often, that 
he became infuriated, and in angry impatience deprived 
me of the vocabulary book and its instruction for ever. I 
am still unable to this day to get to the bottom of thi8 
obstinate stupidity ; but my heart was not influenced — 
this it has always said to me throughout my life — by any 
ill-temper, as, indeed, it never was and certainly would not 
have been in this case, towards the father, who by a new 
lesson-book had just offered me a fresh boyish pleasure. 
This historical feature has, however, been intentionally 
related in this hall, in order that the impartiality of the 
historical researcher and Professor may be proved by those 
shadows which he points out, while acknowledging a hero 
whom he otherwise likes to display in the brightest light. 
But how often is it in life that poor innocent men, not 
understood and misunderstood, say lin-gua instead of the 
more correct lingwa, and that, too, with the tongue (lingua) 
which at the same time means language (lingua). 

With history, too, — both ancient and modem — ^natural 
history, besides the most important facts of geography, 
arithmetic, astronomy, and orthography — with all these 
branches of knowledge I became quite sufficiently ac- 
quainted; but not in Joditz — where 1 got on very well 
for twelve years without a word of them — but many years 
afterwards, when I acquired them piecemeal from the 
Allgemeine Bihliothek, All the more ardent vtm my thirst 
for books in this intellectual Sahara. Each one was 
a fresh green oasis, especially the Orhis Pictus and the 
Gesprdche im Beiche der Todten ; but my father's library, 
like many another open one, was seldom open ; except when 
he was not at home and in it. At any rate, I often lay on 
the flat top of a wooden grating (like a magnified wild- 
beast cage), and crept upon books, like the great jurist 
Baldus, in order to get one for myself. Let any one only 
consider: in a village destitute of people, in a solitary 
parsonage, for 43uch a listening soul books must have been 
speaking beings, wealthy foreign guests, Maecenases, tra- 
velling princes, and inhabitants of the new world or the 
first Americans for a European. 

It is true that I, as an A-B-C-historian, did not in the least 
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anderstand the quarto volume of Oesprache im Reiche der 
Todten, but I read it as I also did the newspaper, though 
only an A-B-C-geogi apher also, and could retail much in- 
formation from both of them. I used to relate portions of 
the former to my father — one evening, the love-story 
of Eoxana and the Turkish emperor, which I had read 
during his absence, — ^without his disapprobation, and I 
did the same for my newspaper extracts with an old 
Baroness whom we knew. My father used to have the 
Baireuth paper given him by his patroness, the Baroness 
Plotho of Zedtwitz ; every month or quarter — as often as 
he went to Zedtwitz — he brought the monthly or quarterly 
numbers home altogether, and he and I read this huge 
pile with profit, just because we got them more as volumes 
than as single sheets. A political paper supplies one with 
true information, when it is read, not in separate sheets, 
but in monthly numbers or in volumes ; because, in the 
compass of a complete part, it has collected a sufficient 
number of sheets to counteract each other ; like the air^ 
it cannot at once show its colour in single pufGs and 
blows, but only in its whole extent, as the said air, 
shows its sky-blue colour only when in a large mass. Of a 
morning I usually carried my news-atlas over to the castle 
to the old Fran von Keitzenstein, and expounded at the 
coffee-table this or ihat portion of news which I had 
brought with me, and listened to my own praises. I still 
remember a plural word, " Confoderirte," which occurred 
frequently at that time. Most probably this plural was 
in Poland, but I cannot recollect that I took the slightest 
interest in it, probably because I understood nothing about 
the matter. Thus calmly and impartially were the Polish 
affairs judged in our village, as well by me as by the old 
Frau von Keitzenstein, my auditress. 

The fibres of our hero's mind, thirsting for knowledge, 
forced and curved themselves about in all directions to 
get a hold and suck in nourishment. He manufactured 
clocks, of which the faces were the most successful part, 
and which had a pendulum, one wheel, and a weight, and 
which stood well. A sun-dial too he devised, by marking 
a dial-face in ink on a wooden plate, and then setting the 
dial-pin ^^y the church clock, and fixing it there : thus he 
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^^quentlj knew wiiAt time it wm^ He fiked best tc 
make the figures, — a^ manj States do.— en the doc^ faoes, 
and that, too. h&£>rehand : azid like Li<^tenbe7^, who made 
the title l^fore the Ikk^ The presesit Mithor showed 
in miniamnr a canlhoiid box. in which he mnmnged a 
liminntiTe library of l6nio books made £ran the margins 
of his fiither 8 Sto aemK«Ls. whi<^ he sewed together and 
cat into shape. The contoits were theological and pro- 
testant, and consisted in eTery case of short explanatory 
notes GD. Terses copied from Luther's Bible; the verses 
themselves he omitted in his little boc^ Thus in onr 
Friedrich Bichter, there alrettdv lav a little Friedrich 

m m 

▼on Schl^eL who, in just the same way in his extract 
^ Lessing*8 Geist,^ picked oat Lessing^s opinioQ on cer- 
tain aathors, bat was not particular to state the passages 
themaelTes. 

In the same wav oar hero threw himself into the art of 
painting also ; many a moanted Potentate sat, or rather 
lay, to him while he traced roand his featares with a fork 
in sach a way that a piece of paper underneath, covered 
with grease and soot, and with the reverse side down- 
wards, left striking likenesses of them printed on a sheet 
of white paper onder it. That, ander sannier circamstanoes, 
he might have nnfolded into a second Raphael Mengs, 
who, imlike the first one, had to be whipped from his 
painting, not to it, I hardly think at present, however 
brightly coloured the first white and red balls, tbe sqaare 
red bricks, the rounded slate pencil, and the splendid 
colour-shells in the paint-box, and the green rose-beetles 
may still shine in my memory; and though something 
may be inferred from the fact that on the receipt of a 
paint-box, he coloured the whole of the OrbU Pichu after 
life ; the supposition would only be a little more correct, 
than if one should predict a great financial correspondent 
from his skill in making herrings in winter. This art of 
his, of supplying herrings on the land at such a distance 
from the sea-coast, was as follows : when he had to go for 
the bread, he would wade in the brook and would there 
gently raise one of the stones under which a grundel, or 
any other still smaller fish, was to be caught. He then put 
these into a hollow cabbage-stalk (this represented the 
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hening-tnn), and duly salted them ; aiid as soon as the 
little tun was fall, he would have had herrings to eat, 
had not they all smelt so badly. Not more suitable, but 
rather less so, when considered as precursors of a youthful 
financial correspondent, would be such surrogate con- 
trivances as the following, viz., that he served up the 
halves of dried pears for little hams, and pigeons' feet, cut 
off and roasted in a potsherd, for a complete dinner, oi 
that he drove snails to pasture. In fact, any future 
historical investigator of the present historical investiga- 
tor, would be considered by me to be in the highesi 
degree ridiculous, who should wish to deduce anything 
extraordinary by selecting such fragmentary pieces at 
are scattered throughout the childhood of anyone else; 
the foolish man would seem to me just like that Parisian 
quack, who, with the assistance of a Jesuit, fitted together 
some elephant bones, and sold them as the true skeleton 
of the Qerman giant, Teutobach. The beard does not 
make a philosopher, though it may make a sailor or a 
malefactor, when they come from the ship or prison 
with it, because, while there, they do not come under the 
barber's razor. 

As the boundless activity of our hero threw itself more 
into intellectual than bodily exercises — all of which, 
however, he followed with indescribable avidity, he 
invented, not new languages, but new letters. He took 
the symbols of the calendar, or geometrical signs from an 
old book, and chemical ones or the latest ones out of his 
own head, and, by putting them together, made himself a 
new alphabet out of them. When this was done, the next 
thing was to make some use of his alphabetical solitaire, 
by clothing in it a few pages of copied matter. In this 
way he was his own secret writer, and a player at hi<ie- 
and-seek with himself; but he could, too, without peeping 
into Buttner's Comparative Tables of Written Characters, 
read off his new ones on the spot as easily as oi dinary 
ones, because he had placed the latter, like a warrant of 
apprehension, letter for letter, ui der the secret ones, and 
only needed to refer to them. This time one could 
perhaps blame the so-called hii-torical investigator lesH, 
if he would see the foundation of a Councillor-of-Em 
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bassy, or of an ambassador himself, in this ciphering and 
deciphering, which, so early as this, sought merit less in 
the contents than in the external clothing of them. I have, 
in fact, since then acquired the character of a Councillor* 
^f-Embassy, and I could do a bit of ciphering to this day. 

My soul, peiiiaps taking after that of my father, was 
thoroughly open to music, and for it I had a hundred 
Argus-ears. When the schoolmaster played the church- 
goers out with his final cadenzas, my whole little being 
laughed and skipped with joy, as in the spring-time ; or 
on the morning after the night dancing at the Kirchweihe 
(at which my father used to send loud thunders of ex- 
communication on the Sunday following), when, to his 
vexation, the foreign musicians, together with the be- 
ribboned village youths drew up in front of the parsonage 
with their shawms and fiddles, then I would climb on to 
the yard wall, and a world of jubilation sounded through 
my yet small breast and the springtime of pleasure 
played therein with the spring, and I fliought not a word 
of my father's sermons. I devoted hours, on an old untuned 
piano, whose only ttmmg-hammer and tuning-ma«ter 
was the weather, to my fantasias, which certainly were 
freer than the most daring in the whole of Europe, as I 
knew neither note nor chord nor anything else ; for my 
father, though such a finished player, had shown me 
neither note nor key. 

But when by chance I hit at times on a short melody or 
harmony of three to six notes — like some good modem 
composer of tunes for rope-dancing, witch-dancing, or 
iinger-dancing on the piano strings— then I was indeed a 
happy being, and repeated my finger-hit as everlastingly 
as any good modem German poet repeats the brain-hit witn 
wliich he gained his first applause. Heliogabalus con- 
demned the cook who made him some bad broth to eat 
nothing else but it until he had discovered a better one ; 
but the poet, on the other hand, acting more geperously, 
treats the reading world to an excellent broth at so many 
a Leipzig book-fair, that at last it tastes as stale as the 
bad broth of the emperor s cook. 

In the future literary history of our hero, it will become 
doubtful whether he was not perhaps bom for philosophy 
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rather than poetry. In earliest times the word ** philo* 
Bophy" — though there was also a second word, ** orient' — 
was to me an open Heaven's gate, through which I looked 
onto long, long gardens of joy. Never shall I forget the 
inner sensation, hitherto untold to any, when I was 
present at the birth of my self consciousness, of which I 
can specify both time and place. One morning, when still 
quite a yoimg child, I was standing under the doorway, 
and looking towards the woodstack on the left, when 
suddenly the internal vision, " I am an e^o," passed before 
me like a lightning flash from heaven, and has remained 
with me shining brightly ever since, ; my ego had seen 
itself then for the first time and for ever. Deceptions of 
the memory are here hardly conceivable, since no story 
related to me could mingle its additi«»ns with an occur- 
rence which took place in the shrouded Holy-of-Holies of 
a human being, and whose strangeness alone has ^iven per- 
manence to such everyday circumstances as those which 
accompanied it. 

In order to represent most truthfully the Joditz life of 
our Hans Paul (for so we will call him for a time, alwa^ s 
however subject to change with other names), we shall do 
best, I think, if we conduct it through a complete year of 
Idyls, breaking up the normal year into four seasons, like 
80 many Idy lie quarters: four Idyls exhaust his happiness. 

Let none wonder at an Idylic kingdom and an Arcadian 
world in a little hamlet and its parsonage. In the 
smallest flower-bed one can rear a tulip-tree which will 
stretch its flowery branches over the whole garden ; and 
the life-giving air can be inhaled as well at the window 
as in the wide wood under the open sky. . Nay, is not the 
man's spirit itself (with all its infinite heavenly courts') con- 
fined in a body five feet high, with membranes, Malpighian 
glands and capillaries, and having only the five narrow 
windows of the senses to open on that immense round-eyed, 
round-sunned — All ? — and yet it sees and reproduces an All. 

I hardly know with which of the four Idylic quarters 
to begin ; for each is a little fore-heaven of the next ; but, 
I think, on the whole, the progression of happiness will 
befit appear if we begin with Winter and January. 
. In the oold weather my father, like the Swiss flocks. 
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was brought down from the height* of his study upstairs, 
and, to the joy of the children, sojourned in the plain ot 
the parlour. In the morning he sat in the window- 
comer, committing his Sunday sermon to memory, while 
his three sons — Fritz, that is myself, Adam, and Gottlieb 

ifor Heinrich did not come until near the end of the 
oditz Idylic life), carried the full coffee-cup to him by 
tui ns, in order to enjoy the greater pleasure of bringing 
back the empty one, as the bearer was allowed to take 
out the unmelted candy-sugar which he used as a remedy 
for his cough. Out of doors truly all was wrapped in 
silence ; the brook by the ice, the village by the snow; but 
in our room there was life — a dovecote under the stove, 
siskin and goldfinch cages at the windows, the invincible 
bull-dog, our Bonne and night-watcher of the parsonage, 
on the floor, besides a Spitzbergen dog and the pretty 
Scharmantel, a present from the Frau von Plotho — and, 
next door to us, the kitchen with two maids in it ; and in 
addition to these, at the farther end of the house, the 
stable, with all possible kinds of cattle, pigs and feathered 
things, with their accompanying noises ; the threshers 
too, with their flails, at work in the courtyard, I might add 
to the number. Thus surrounded by noisy society, the 
whole masculine portion of the parlour passed the morning 
in learning, in close proximity to the cooking of the 
feminine portion. 

No business in the world is without its holidays, and 
so I too had the fresh-air holidays — like mineral spring 
holidays — of being allowed to go out in the snow into the 
yard, and to the threshing-floor. And when, too, any im- 
portant verbal business had to be transacted in the village, 
at the schoolmaster's, for instance, or the tailor's, I was 
sent off in the midst of my lessons, and thus got out into 
the free and cold air and could measure myself with tho 
newly fallen snow. At noon, too, before our dinner-time, 
we children had the hungry satisfaction of seeing the 
threshers fall-to and devour theirs in the kitchen. 

The afternoon again was still more important and richer 
in joys. Winter shortened and sweetened the lesson hours. 
In the long twilight our father walked to and fro, and 
wo children, holding his hand, trotted as well as we could 
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under his dFessing-gown. At the tolling of the vesper 
bell all an*anged themselves in a circle, and with one voice 
sang the hymn, Diefinstre NacJU bricht stark herein. Only 
in villages — ^not in towns, where there is in reality more 
night- than day-work — is there a meaning and beauty in 
this evening tolling, this swan-song of the dying day; 
the vesper bell is, as it were, a muffler to our over-loud 
hearts, and, like the Bam des Vaches of the plain, it calls 
men from tiieir toils and troubles to the land of quiet and 
dreams. After a pleasant watching for the moonrise oi 
the tallow candle under the kitchen-door, our large room 
was at once lighted up and barricaded, that is, the shutters 
were put in and bolted, and the children felt themselves 
safe behind these window breastworks and ramparts, and 
secured against the Knecht Buprechtj who could not now get 
in, but could only grumble harmlessly outside. 

This, too, was the time when we children were allowed 
to undress and hop about in our long, trailing night-gowns. 
Idylic joys of all sorts alternated witii one another. 

My father either entered in an interleaved quarto Bible, 
opposite to each verse, the reference to any book in which 
he had read anything concerning it, or else, as was more 
frequently the case, he had his ruled folio copying book 
before him, and composed complete oratorios of church- 
music in full score, undisturbed by the children's din : in 
both cases, but in the latter with most pleasure, I watched 
the writing and was particidarly delighted when whole 
pages were quickly filled by the pausing of several of the 
instruments. He composed his internal melodies quite 
without help from external notes. — as Beichard recom- 
mended-^and in harmony undisturbed by the noise of the 
children. We all sat playing at the long writing and 
dining table — and also under it. Among the pleasures 
which sink for ever with the beautiful time of childhood 
is this one, that sometimes, when a severe frost set in, 
the long table was pushed up to the bench by the stove 
for the sake of the warmth ; we children were on the 
watch for this joyful event the whole winter. Now, round 
the ill-shaped coach-like stove were two wooden benches, 
and our gain was that we could sit or run on them, and 
that we had stove-summer close to us even at meal times. 



28 JEAN PAUL FBIEDBICH BICHTEB. 

But what a climax of worth did the winter evening 
reach once a week, when the old errand- woman arrived in 
the kitchen covered with snow, and carrying her basket of 
meat, fruit, and other provisions from the town ; and we 
all had the distant town in miniature before our eyes in 
the room, and before our noses by means of the butter- 
oakes. 

In the earlier part of childhood a pleasure-dessert was 
allowed by our father of a winter evening, after the early 
suppers. The farm-maid served it up at her distafif in the 
kitchen, with as much illumination as the pine-splinters 
could give, which from time to time we stuck lighted into 
the pine-stick, as they did in Westphalia. On this dessert- 
table stood — besides many other plates of sweetmeats and 
folk-lore ice-glasses, such as Cinderella — the pine-apple ot 
a story of the maid's own forcing, about a shepherd and his 
combats with the wolves, in which at one time the danger 
was on the increase, and at another his resources. I still 
feel the success of that shepherd, as if it was my own, and 
in this I see, from my own experience, that children are 
much more aflfected in stories by the progression of pro- 
sperity than of adversity, and that they wish the heavenly 
path to lead upwards to infinity, but the other one only 
so far downwards as is necessary for the exaltation and 
glorification of the heavenly throne. These children's 
wishes become men's wishes, and we would more strongly 
demand their fulfilment from the poet, if a new heaven 
were as easy to create as a new hell. But any tyrant can 
give unheard-of pains, while for the discovery of unheard- 
of joys he himself must ofier prizes. The skin is the 
foundation of this ; upon it, inch by inch, a hundred hells 
can pitch their camps, but the five sense-heavens hover airy 
and uniform above us. 

Only the end of the winter evening contained a horrid 
wasp sting, or vampire tongue, for our hero. The children, 
you must know, had to betake themselves at nine o'clock 
to the guest-room, in the second floor ; my brothers were 
together in one room, and I shared the guest-room with 
my father. Until he had finished his reading downstairs, 
which lasted for two hours, I lay up above, with my head 
under the bedclothes, in a perspiration for fear of ghosts., 
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and in the darkness I saw the lightning in the cloodj 
Spiiit-heaven, and it seemed to me as if man himself was 
spun of Spirit-caterpillars, Every night I helplessly 
suffered thus for two hours, until my father at length came 
upstairs and drove away the ghosts, like a morning sun 
chasing away the dreams. The next morning all fear was 
quite forgotten, as if it had been a dream, though it always 
returned again in the evening. Yet I have never said a 
word about this, — except to the world this day. 

This terror of ghosts was certainly — ^if not created, ye*— 
fostered by my father. • He spared us not one of all the 
ghostly apparitions and tricks of which he had heard, and 
even on some occasions believed himself to have ex- 
perienced ; but, like the old theologians, to a firm belief in 
them he joined a firm courage against them, and Christ 
and the Cross were his shield against the whole ghostly 
universe. Many a child, physically very timid, displays at 
the same time great spiritual bravery, but merely from 
lack of imagination ;* while a second child, on the other 
hand — ^like myself — ^trembles at the invisible world, because 
the imagination gives it a visible form, but easily takes 
courage against the visible, as that never reaches the depth 
and height of the other. Thus any sudden appearance of 
physical danger — for example, a horse running away, a 
thunder-clap, war, or. the fire alarm — ^made me only 
collected and calm, because I fear only with the imagina- 
tion, not with the senses ; and to me, even a ghostly form 
would at once congeal to an ordinary earthly body, if I 
had once got over the first shudder, so long as it did not 
drive me again, by grimaces and noises, into the endless 
realm of fancy. But how, then, is the instructor to guard 
against the preponderance of the tragic spirit-invoking 
imagination? Not by refutation or Biesterian and Wag- 
nerian resolutions of the supernatural into the com- 
monplace — for the possibility of unresolved exceptions 
still remains firmly crasped by the deepest feelings — but 
partly by prosaically leading up to, quartering on, and 
familiarizing with the times and places, which otherwise 
kindle the bewitching flames of the imagination, and 

* Into many prosaic souls one ought to instil a little spiritual fear, 
from religi'>n or poetry. 
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his corrections, not lingwa, but always lin-gua ;, and repeated 
the same mistake, regardless of all corrections, so often, that 
he became infuriated, and in angry impatience deprived 
me of the vocabnlary book and its instruction for ever. I 
am still nnable to this day to get to the bottom of thi? 
obstinate stupidity ; but my heart was not influenced — 
this it has always said to me throughout my life — by any 
ill-temper, as, indeed, it never was and certainly would not 
have been in this case, towards the father, who by a new 
lesson-book had just oflered me a fresh boyish pleasure. 
This historical feature has, however, been intentionally 
related in this hall, in order that the impartiality of the 
historical researcher and Professor may be proved by those 
shadows which he points out, while acknowledging a hero 
whom he otherwise likes to display in the brightest light. 
But how often is it in life that poor innocent men, not 
understood and misunderstood, say lin-gua instead of the 
more correct lingwa, and that, too, with the tongue (lingua) 
which at the same time means language (lingua). 

With history, too, — both ancient and modem — ^natural 
history, besides the most important facts of geography, 
arithmetic, astronomy, and orthography — with all these 
branches of knowle4ge I became quita sufficiently ac- 
quainted; but not in Joditz — where 1 got on very well 
for twelve years without a word of them — but many years 
afterwards, when I acquired them piecemeal from the 
Allgemmne Btbliotheh, Ail the more ardent wn« my thirst 
for books in this intellectual Sahara. Each one was 
a fresh green oasis, especially the Orhia Pictua and the 
Gesprdche im JReiche der Todten ; but my father's library, 
like many another open one, was seldom open ; except when 
he was not at home and in it. At any rate, I often lay on 
the flat top of a wooden grating (like a magnified wild- 
beast cage), and crept upon books, like the great jurist 
Baldus, in order to get one for myself. Let any one only 
consider: in a village destitute of people, in a solitary 
parsonage, for 5uch a listening soul books must have been 
speaking beings, wealthy foreign guests, Maecenases, tra- 
velling princes, and inhabitants of the new world or the 
first Americans for a European. 

It is true that I, as an A-B-C-historian, did not in the least 
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onderstand the quarto volume of Oespraehe im Beiche der 
Todten, but I read it as I also did the newspaper, though 
only an A-B-C-geographer also, and could retail much in- 
formation from both of them. I used to relate portions of 
the former to my father — one evening, the love-story 
of Boxana and the Turkish emperor, which I had read 
during his absence, — without his disapprobation, and I 
did the same for my newspaper extracts with an old 
Baroness whom we knew. My father used to have the 
Baireuth paper given him by his patroness, the Baroness 
Plotho of Zedtwitz ; every month or quarter — as often as 
he went to Zedtwitz — he brought the monthly or quarterly 
numbers hnme altogether, and he and I read this huge 
pile with profit, just because we got them more as volumes 
than as single sheets. A political paper supplies one with 
true information, when it is read, not in separate sheets, 
but in monthly numbers or in volumes ; because, in the 
compass of a complete part, it has collected a sufficient 
number of sheets to counteract each other ; like the air, 
it cannot at once show its colour in single puffs and 
blows, but only in its whole extent, as the said air, 
shows its sky-blue colour only when in a large mass. Of a 
morning I usually carried my news-atlas over to the castle 
to the old Frau von Keitzenstein, and expounded at the 
oo£Eee- table this or ihat portion of news which I had 
brought with me, and listened to my own praises. I still 
remember a plural word, ** Confoderirte," which occurred 
frequently at that time. Most probably this plural was 
in Poland, but I cannot recollect that I took the slightest 
interest in it, probably because I understood nothing about 
the matter. Thus calmly and impartially were the Polish 
affairs judged in our village, as well by me as by the old 
Frau von Keitzenstein, my auditress. 

The fibres of our hero's mind, thirsting for knowledge, 
foroed and curved themselves about in all directions to 
get a hold and suck in nourishment. He manufactured 
clocks, of which the faces were the most successful part, 
and which had a pendulum, one wheel, and a weight, and 
which stood well. A sun-dial too he devised, by marking 
a dial-face in ink on a wooden plate, and then setting the 
dial-pin ''^y the church clock, and fixing it there : thus he 
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frequently knew what time it was. He liked best tc 
make the figures, — as many States do, — on the clock faces, 
and that, too, beforehand ; and like Lichtenberg, who made 
the title l)efore the book. 'I'he present author showed 
in miniature a cardboard box, in which he arranged a 
Uminutive library of 16mo books made from the margins 
of his father's 8vo sermons, which he sewed together and 
cut into shape. The contents were theological and pro- 
testant, and consisted in every case of short explanatory 
notes on verses copied from Luther's Bible; the verses 
themselves he omitted in his little book. Thus in our 
Friedrich Kichter, there already lay a little Friedrich 
von Schlegel, who, in just the same way in his extract 
" Lessing's Geist," picked out Lessing's opinion on cer- 
tain authors, but was not particular to state the passages 
themselves. 

In the same way our hero threw himself into the art of 
painting also ; many a mounted Potentate sat, or rather 
lay, to him while he traced round his features with a fork 
in such a way that a piece of paper underneath, covered 
with grease and soot, and with the reverse side down- 
wards, left striking likenesses of them printed on a sheet 
of white paper under it. That, under sunnier circumstances, 
he might have unfolded into a second Baphael Mengs, 
who, unlike the first one, had to be whipped from his 
painting, not to it, I hardly think at present, however 
brightly coloured the first white and red balls, the square 
red bricks, the rounded slate pencil, and the splendid 
colour-shells in the paint-box, and the green rose-beetles 
may still shine in my memory; and though something 
may be inferred from the fact that on the receipt of a 
paint-box, he coloured the whole of the Orhi% Pictus after 
life ; the supposition would only be a little more correct, 
than if one should predict a great financial correspondent 
from his skill in making herrings in winter. This art of 
his, of supplying herrings on the land at such a distance 
from the sea-coast, was as follows ; when he had to go for 
the bread, he would wade in the brook and would there 
gently raise one of the stones under which a grundel, or 
any other still smaller fish, was to be caught. He then put 
these into a hollow cabbage-stalk (this represented the 
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herring-tun), and duly salted them ; and as soon as the 
little tun was full, he would have had herrings to eat, 
had not they all smelt so badly. Not more suitable, but 
rather less so, when considered as precursors of a youthful 
financial correspondent, would be such surrogate con- 
trivances as the following, viz., that he served up the 
halves of dried pears for little hams, and pigeons' feet, cut 
off and roasted in a potsherd, for a complete dinner, oi 
that he drove snails to pasture. In fact, any future 
historical investigator of the present historical investiga- 
tor, would be considered by me to be in the highest 
degree ridiculous, who should wish to deduce anything 
extraordinary by selecting such fragmentary pieces ah 
are scattered throughout the childhood of anyone else; 
the foolish man would seem to me just like that Parisian 
quack, who, with the assistance of a Jesuit, fitted together 
some elephant bones, and sold them as the true skeleton 
of the German giant, Teutobach. The beard does not 
make a philosopher, though it may make a sailor or a 
malefactor, when they come from the ship or prison 
with it, because, while there, they do not come under the 
barber's razor. 

As the boundless activity of our hero threw itself more 
into intellectual than bodily exercises — all of which, 
however, he followed with indescribable avidity, he 
invented, not new languages, but new letters. He took 
the symbols of the calendar, or geometrical signs from an 
old book, and chemical ones or the latest ones out of his 
own head, and, by putting them together, made himself a 
new alphabet out of them. When this was done, the next 
thing was to make some use of his alphabetical solitaire, 
by clothing in it a few pages of copied matter. In this 
way he was his own secret writer, and a player at hi()e- 
andnseek with himself; but he could, too, without peeping 
into Biittner's Comparative Tables of Written Characters, 
read ofl^ his new ones on the spot as easily as oi dinary 
ones, because he had placed the latter, like a warrant of 
apprehension, letter for letter, ui der the secret ones, and 
only needed to refer to them. This time one could 
perhaps blame the so-called historical investigator lesH, 
if he would see the foundation of a Councillor-ofrEm 
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bassy, or of an ambassador himself, in this ciphering and 
deciphering, which, so early as this, sought merit less in 
the contents than in the external clothing of them. I have, 
in fact, since then acquired the character of a Councillor* 
^f-Embassy, and I could do a bit of ciphering to this day. 

My soul, peiiiaps taking after that of my father, was 
thoroughly open to music, and for it I had a hundred 
Argus-ears. When the schoolmaster played the church- 
goers out with his final cadenzas, my whole little being 
laughed and skipped with joy, as in the spring-time ; or 
on the morning after the night dancing at the Kirchweihe 
(at which my father used to send loud thunders of ex- 
communication on the Sunday following), when, to his 
vexation, the foreign musicians, together with the be- 
ribboned village youths drew up in front of the parsonage 
with their shawms and fiddles, then I would climb on to 
the yard wall, and a world of jubilation sounded through 
my yet small breast and the spring time of pleasure 
played therein with the spring, and I thought not a word 
of my father's sermons. I devoted hours, on an old untuned 
piano, whose only tuning-hammer and tuning-master 
was the weather, to my fantasias, which certainly were 
freer than the most daring in the whole of Europe, as I 
knew neither note nor chord nor anything else ; for my 
father, though such a finished player, had shown me 
neither note nor key. 

But when by chance I hit at times on a short melody or 
harmony of three to six notes — like some good modem 
composer of tunes for rope-dancing, witch-dancing, or 
finger-dancing on the piano strings— then I was indeed a 
happy being, and repeated my finger-hit as everlastingly 
as any good modem German poet repeats the brain-hit with 
which he gained his first applause. Heliogabalus con- 
demned the cook who made him some bad broth to eat 
nothing else but it until he had discovered a better one ; 
but the poet, on the other hand, acting more gejierously, 
treats the reading world to an excellent broth at so many 
a Leipzig book-fair, that at last it tastes as stale as the 
bad broth of the emperor s cook. 

In the future literary history of our hero, it will become 
doubtful whether he was not perhaps bom for philosophy 
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rather than poetry. In earliest times the word **philt)» 
sophy*' — though there was also a second word, " orient* — 
was to me an open Heaven's gate, through which I looked 
onto long, long gardens of joy. Never shall I forget the 
inner sensation, hitherto untold to any, when I was 
present at the birth of my self consciousness, of which I 
can specify both time and place. One morning, when still 
quite a young child, I was standing under the doorway, 
and looking towards the woodstack on the left, when 
suddenly the internal vision, "I am an e<70," passed before 
me like a lightning flash from heaven, and has remained 
with me shining brightly ever since, ; my ego had seen 
itself then for the first time and for ever. Deceptions of 
the memory are here hardly conceivable, since no story 
related to me could mingle its additions with an occur- 
rence which took place in the shrouded Holy-of-Holies of 
a human being, and whose strangeness alone has ^iven per- 
manence to such everyday circumstances as those which 
accompanied it. 

In order to represent most truthftdly the Joditz life of 
our Hans Paul (for so we will call him for a time, alwa> s 
however subject to change vdth other names), we shall do 
best, I think, if we conduct it through a complete year of 
Idyls, breaking up the normal year into four seasons, like 
80 many Idylic quarters: four Idyls exhaust his happiness. 

Let none wonder at an Idylic kingdom and an Arcadian 
world in a little hamlet and its parsonage. In the 
smallest flower-bed one can rear a tulip-tree which will 
stretch its flowery branches over the whole garden ; and 
the life-giving air can be inhaled as well at the window 
as in the vdde wood under the open sky. , Nay, is not the 
man's spirit itself (with all its infinite heavenly courts') con- 
fined in a body five feet high, with membranes, Malpighian 
glands and capillaries, and having only the five narrow 
windows of the senses to open on that immense round-eyed, 
round-sunned — All ? — and yet it sees and reproduces an All. 

I hardly know with which of the four Idylic quarters 
to begin ; for each is a little fore-heaven of the next ; but, 
I think, on the whole, the progression of happiness will 
befit appear if we begin with Winter and January. 
. In the cold weather my father, like the Swiss flocks. 
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wajs brought down from the heigh t48 of his study ii])stair8, 
and, to the joy of the children, sojourned in the plain ot 
the parlour. In the morning he sat in the window- 
comer, committing his Sunday sermon to memory, while 
his three sons — Fritz, that is myself, Adam, and Gottlieb 
(for Heinrich did not come until near the end of the 
Joditz Idylic life), carried the full coffee-cup to him by 
tui ns, in order to enjoy the greater pleasure of bringing 
back the empty one, as the bearer was allowed to take 
out the unmelted candy-sugar which he used as a remedy 
for his cough. Out of doors truly all was wrapped in 
silence : the brook by the ice, the village by the snow; but 
in our room there was life — a dovecote under the stove, 
siskin and goldfinch cages at the windows, the invincible 
bull-dog, our Bonne and night- watcher of the parsonage, 
on the floor, besides a Spitzbergen dog and the pretty 
Scharmantel, a present from the Frau von Plotho — and, 
next door to us, the kitchen with two maids in it ; and in 
addition to these, at the farther end of the house, the 
stable, with all possible kinds of cattle, pigs and feathered 
things, with their accompanying noises; the threshers 
too, with their flails, at work in the courtyard, I might add 
to the number. Thus surrounded by noisy society, the 
whole masculine portion of the parlour passed the morning 
in learning, in close proximity to the cooking of the 
feminine portion. 

No business in the world is without its holidays, and 
so I too had the jfresh-air holidays — like mineral spring 
holidays — of being allowed to go out in the snow into the 
yard, and to the threshing-floor. And when, too, any im- 
portant verbal business had to be transacted in the village, 
at the schoolmaster's, for instance, or the tailor's, I was 
sent off in the midst of my lessons, and thus got out into 
the free and cold air and could measure myself with the 
newly fallen snow. At noon, too, before our dinner-time, 
we children had the hungry satisfaction of seeing the 
threshers fall-to and devour theirs in the kitchen. 

The afternoon again was still more important and richer 
in joys. Winter shortened and sweetened the lesson hours. 
In the long twilight our father walked to and fro, and 
wo children, holding his hand, trotted as well as we could 
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under his dressing-gown. At the tolling of the vesper 
hell all an*anged themselves in a circle, and with one voice 
sang the hymn, Diefinstre NacJU bricht stark herein. Only 
in villages — ^not in towns, where there is in reality more 
night- than day-work — is there a meaning and beauty in 
this evening tolling, this swan-song of the dying day ; 
the vesper bell is, as it were, a muffler to our over-loud 
hearts, and, like the Bam dea Vaches of the plain, it calls 
men from their toils and troub]es to the land of quiet and 
dreams. After a pleasant watching for the moonrise oi 
the tallow candle under the kitchen-door, our large room 
was at once lighted up and barricaded, that is, the shutters 
were put in and bolted, and the children felt themselves 
safe behind these window breastworks and ramparts, and 
secured against the Knecht Buprecht, who could not now get 
in, but could only grumble harmlessly outside. 

This, too, was the time when we children were allowed 
to undress and hop about in our long, trailing night-gowns. 
Idylic joys of all sorts alternated with one another. 

My father either entered in an interleaved quarto Bible, 
opposite to each verse, the reference to any book in which 
he had read anything concerning it, or else, as was more 
frequently the case, he had his ruled folio copying book 
before him, and composed complete oratorios of church- 
music in foU score, undisturbed by the children's din : in 
both cases, but in the latter with most pleasure, I watched 
the writing and was particularly delighted when whole 
pages were quickly filled by the pausing of several of the 
instruments. He composed his internal melodies quite 
without help from external notes. — as Eeichard recom- 
mended—and in harmony undisturbed by the noise of the 
children. We all sat playing at the long writing and 
dining table — and also under it. Among the pleasures 
which sink for ever with the beautiful time of childhood 
is this one, that sometimes, when a severe frost set in, 
the long table was pushed up to the bench by the stove 
for the sake of the warmth ; we children were on the 
watch for this joyful event the whole winter. Now, round 
the ill-shaped coach-like stove were two wooden benches, 
and our gain was that we could sit or run on them, and 
that we had stove-summer close to us even at meal times. 
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Ruch of the hymns as were atpproptiate ? Biit^he was soon 
interrupted by the weeping and sobbing with which, not 
the old woman — she remained coldly indifferent to every* 
thing — but he himself, listened to the hymns. 

One day, his father took our hero with him to th^ Court 
at \ ersailles, as one may call Zedtwitz without exagger- 
ation, hince it was the residence of the patron of the Joditz 
pastors. Whenever he had been at Court, which often 
happened twice in a month during the summer, he aroused 
the provincial astonishment of his wife and diild in the 
evening to the utmost, by tales about great people and 
their court ceremonies, and the court feasts, and ice-cellars, 
and Swiss cows, and how he himself was quickly taken 
from the " domestics' " room to the old Herr von Plotho, 
then to the young lady, to whom he gave a few preliminary 
exercises on the piano, and finally to the Baroness von 
Plotho, bom a Bodenhausen, and how on account of his 
vivacity he was always invited to the dinner table, even 
when (this made no difference) the most distinguished 
landowners of the Voigtland were dining there. But, like 
an old Lutheran court preacher, he acknowledged the 
illimitable greatness of rank, as he did the apparitions^ 
without trembling before either. And yet, I say, how 
much happier are ye, children of the present time, 
who are brought up so self-dependently, who are taught 
no prostration before rank, and are strengthened from 
within against the external glitter! That mile-distant 
prostration of the Joditz pastor's sons before the Zedtwitz 
throne was strengthened each year by a magnificent 
carriage which came always on Maundy Thursday to fetch 
my father, in the capacity of Confessor, to administer the 
sacrament to the family. The children can talk of the 
carriage, for they always had the delight of a drive round 
the village in it before starting home in the evening. 

You will now perhaps have some idea of our hero's 
undertaking when he accompanied the Coui-t Confessor — 
who had talked of him among the great people with too 
much love and praise — to Zedtwitz to be introduced to 
the reigning house. After he had walked to and fro for a 
long time before the ancestral pictures down below in the 
castle, the Baroness von Plotho received him on the staiiv 
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SB in a reoeption room; Paul immediately darting np, 
grasped her dress according to court regulations and 
imprinted the ceremonial kiss upon it. And thus the 
audience was happily got over without either Knights or 
Courtmarshalls and the lad was free to run about again. 

And this he did in the magnificent garden. Scarcely 
has any other Ambassador than our little Hildburghausen 
Councillor of Legation ever inhaled and imbibed such 
romantic hours immediately after the stiff formal audience, 
as those avenues, springs, hot-beds, and arbours must have 
afforded to a village child, more internally than externally 
imaginative, who wandered alone for the first time amid 
these splendours with oppressed and expanding breast. 
What brought the soaring Paul down again to vulgar reality 
was a wooden bird on a string with an iron beak, which he 
oould shoot into the black of a target. A delicious fruit 
cake sent down from the castle preserved the happy 
medium between flying and standing; the sweet flavour 
of it still remains in the reliquary of our hero. ye 
lovely, lonely hours and walks for that hungering village 
child, whose heart would so fain have filled itself with — 
nay, even have longed for — the outer world. 

With less of court glitter come now, under the summer 
Idyls, those frequent errands which Paul, with fitting 
wallet on his back, had to make to his grandparents 
at Hof, to fetch meat and coffee and all the other things 
which either were not to be had at all in the village or at 
any rate not at the very lowest town prices. His mother 
supplied him with a few little coins to take with him — it 
must not seem as if the whole was given, — so ihat his 
grandmother, generous to her daughter and son-in-law, and 
stingy only to the rest of the world, might fill his wallet 
with anything that might then be on the bill of fare. 

The two hours' road led him over a commonplace, 
uninteresting country, through a wood, and therein over a 
joaming stony river, till at last from a hill-slope, the 
view of the town down below in the plain, with its two 
united towers and the Saale, filled to overflowing the heart 
of the little messenger who was easily satisfied. With 
childish dread of all times of war and tribulation, he passed 
the mouth of a cave on the outskirts of the town, where, 



40 JEAN PAUL FRIEDRICH filCHTER. 

according to the legend, the people of Hof had hidd^i 
themselves in the thirty years' war ; the neighbouring 
falling-mill with its ceaseless thunderstrokes and pon- 
derous beams expanded his little village soul sufficiently 
for it to take in the town more comfortably. 

When now he had kissed the hand of this tall serious 
grandfather, sitting behind his loom, and of the joyous 
little grandmother, and had delivered his mother's official 
letter — his father was too proud to ask for anything — the 
scanty money was publicly handed over and the secret 
articles of petition were delivered up behind the door in 
the passage ; and in the afternoon he trotted back home 
with his knapsack full, and with some sugar almonds foi 
Augustine, in high delight over the parental provision 
ship on his back. 

He still remembers one summer-day, when on his home* 
ward journey, about two o'clock, as he was looking down 
on the simlit mountain-slopes, the gliding waves of the 
corn-fields, and the hastening shadows of the clouds, an 
unknown indefinite longing came over him, with more of 
grief in it than of pleasure, a longing for something he 
had never known. It was the whole being yearning for 
the heavenly goods of life, which still lay undefined and 
colourless in the dark depths of the heart, and which 
brightened momentarily under the penetrating sunbeams. 
There is a time of longing when the object as yet bears no 
name, the longing knows only its own name. In later 
life, tuo, the power of this painful, searching longing has 
been asserted less by the moonshine whose silvery sea 
softly melts the heart and thus gently leads it to the 
Infinite, than by the afternoon sun, shining over a broad 
landscape ; in Paul's works this is several times introduced 
and described. 

In the winter's snow also, Paul had frequently to make 
a journey as Hof and Holland* messenger in times of 
pecuniary want ; at these times he had to use his wit in 
negociating loans with his grandfather; so, too, in the 
coldest weather he was allowed to accompany his father 
to the hospitable parsonages in the neighbourhood. To 

* Holland at tiiis time had become proverbial for its pecuniarj 
embarraijgmeQts. — Ta. 
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these weekly gymnastic exercises be owcss much cf hit 
tenacious strength in after-life, and they certainly were 
the best antidote for his absurd physical training, which, 
like others at that time, with the fur caps, purgatives, and 
air preventers, the muffling, shutting up, and coddling, did 
not prevent, but rather prepared, an unhappy future. The 
village children and the poor are fortunate in this, that 
the summer, with its spring and autumn on right and 
left, happily extirpates the weeds of winter ; the plants 
which have faded in the winter hot-house recover im- 
mediately when gambolling about bare-head and bare-foot 
in the open air and regain their strength on the cool and 
fresh fare. Only the good princesses are unhelped by any 
season. Yet people do not believe that the summer repairs 
the evil of winter, but rather the reverse, that this indoor 
season is the doctor of the out-door one. 

I will now give you the last and greatest never-failing 
summer Idyl, which occurred regularly on the Monday 
after St. James' day. On that day his grandfather always 
sent a coach to take Paul's tender mother to the yearly 
fair at Hof, and he always had a place in it with them. 
Not to hurt the cold historian, I here remark quietly and 
simply, that if a mere common town is more to a village 
child than a Kirmeaa village,* surely a Jahrmarkt town 
must be a many-times-multiplied double-town, and conse- 
quently must excel in splendour all that a village young- 
ster has ever pictured to himself. And thus it was with 
Paul, who, in addition to this, was a boy not without imagi- 
nation. As formerly drink-offerings were sent to emperors, 
so our mother was always received by her parents with 
sweet wine, and her son went with some of it in his head 
to Silberer, the hair-dresser. Here he had his head cooled 
from outside with the curling tongs, and the tight screwing 
of the curl-papers ; and came back the cooler, fresher, and 
whiter wilJi curk and crest, fresh out of the powder 

* Kirmess, Kirchmes.-e, or Kirchweihe, was originally the festivihr 
at the cdnseeration of a church. It took its origin from the Jewish 
festivity at the consecration of the temples, which always took place 
in November, and it is tims held in that month. In the ninth century 
it became an annual festivity to commemorate the anniyersaries of the 
eonsecration. — 'i'n. 
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shower to diimer, which cannot have been a meal of much 
importance, as his grandfather had to hasten off very soon 
to sell his cloth bales in the townhall. At the evening 
meal, there was all the more time and abundance, as 
among the ancient Romans. The afternoon now offered 
excellent fan for Paul, who was freed from restraint, 
deafened and dazzled amid the variegated and noisy con- 
fusion of men and goods. Paul had his penny-piece of 
fair money from his grandmother in his pocket and 
could buy everything — ^he could carry his purchases home 
to the comfortless empty house, for all were out ; gloomy 
and lonely, one was forced to go into the crowd again. 
The most distinguished and beautiful ladies up at the 
windows were gratis, and he fell in love on all sides, in 
walking past down below, and embraced them, as they did 
not know him, in the street ; but not one of all these ladies, 
elevated by storeys or head - dresses, did he select as 
favourite sultana, but bought his almonds and raisins for 
the cow-maiden, Augustine. From six to half-past the 
noise and excitement grew greater under the evening 
rays, which gilded and beautified ever more and more 
both themselves and the people ; but then I had to go 
home, there was no help for it, for our grandfather supped 
at seven o'clock after the market, and we all assembled 
then. 

The supper we will not mention, for Paul tasted little 
of it— he had already eaten enough— but all the more 
gladly do I follow him again into the streets after the 
second grace, where he was as happy as any young soul 
escaped from a parsonage could be. 

Rambling about in late twilight or early night in- 
toxicates and inspires youth. It was at this hour that 
the Janisary band marched through the principal streets 
on mnrket days, and the people and children swarmed 
after them, deafened and deafening ; then for the first time 
the village boy heard the drums, fifes and cymbals. " In 
me" — these are his own words, — "who had a ceaseless 
yearning for the sound of music, it produced a complete 
masic-intoxication, and I heard the world as the drunken 
man sees it — double and in motion. The fifes made the 
mobt impression on me with their high-pitched shrill 
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melody. How often have not I tried to recall these tonet 
before falling to sleep, at which time the imagination moet 
easily finds the keys of lost tones, and how happy am I now 
when I hear them again; as deeply happy as if my old child* 
hood, like a Tithonns, had become immortal in the tone, and 
spoke to me throngh it. Ah the small, faint, invisible 
tones contain whole worlds for the heart, they are souls 
for the soul." The notes of the higher octaves, perhaps 
strike more deeply. Engel affirms that all really har* 
monions tones lie between the low and the high, bnt 
poetical mnsic may be said to lie beyond them. Down 
in the dark depths of the lowest bass notes slowly 
vibrates the dead past ; the high pitch of the treble notes, 
on the other notes, cries ont and pierces into the fatnre, or 
calls to it by the sharpness and confinedness expressed in 
its tones. Thus in the Russian field-music, the lugh sharp 
whistling of the small fifes sounded almost dreadful ; Mad 
a Bothmaus whistle calling to the slaughter, like a cruel 
preliminary Te Deum of coming bloodshed. 
. I fear people will talk in Germany and elsewhere, 
because I have reserved the autumn, as the highest Jodits 
Idyl ; just the autumn which can lead to nothing else but 
snowy paths. But an imaginative being like Paul enjoys 
in autumn, not only the season itself, but also in anticipa- 
tion, the winter with its homeliness, and the spring with 
its poetical pictures ; while the spring, when it has come, 
passes immediately into the summer, and the summer is a 
centre, or halting point of the imagination, too near to the 
autumn and too far from the spring. Still, to this day he 
sees in autumn time, through the half-denuded trees, the 
snowy blossom-mountains far on in the coming year and 
visits them like a bee searching for honey ; those moun- 
tains which melt on our approach ; and in the autumn, too, 
are sketched out and enjoyed those plans for the yet distant 
spring-journeys and spring-pleasures : in the spring itself 
the chief part is already over. As the landscape painter 
prefers the autumn, so does the spiritual painter, the poet, 
at least in his old age. 

But our hero had also a special reverse side in his cha- 
racter, which he turned towards the autumn, and this was 
that he had always had a singular liking for homely 
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retired life and intellectual nest-making. He is a do^ 
mestic snail, which loves to withdraw and make itself 
comfortable in the smallest comers of its dwelling, only he 
mnhi; always have his shell wide open, in order, not to 
raise his fonr feelers into the air like fonr bntterfly wings, 
bnt to thmst them ten times farther np towards heaven, 
reaching at any rate with each feeler one of the four 
satellites of Jupiter. Of this foolish mingled longing for 
the near and the distant — like a telescope which by a turn 
magnifies either that which is near or far away — ^more will 
occur in our lectures than either I desire or the autumn 
alone can supply. 

This domesticity showed itself already in the fancies of 
the boy ; he thought the swallows happy because they could 
sit so snugly all night in their waJl^ nests. When he 
climbed on the roof up to the large pigeon-house, he was 
quite at home in the room fidl of little rooms or pigeon 
holes, and the front was a miniature Louvre or Escurial to 
him. I fear that I shall hardly be forgiven, if I introduce 
the following childish triviality into my lecture ; namely, 
that he made a complete flies' house, a country residence, 
properly speaking, out of clay. It was about as long and 
broad as a man's fist, and a little higher, and the whole 
was painted red, and divided into brick squares with ink ; 
inside it was provided with two floors, and many stairs, 
landings, and rooms, and a spacious garret, while outside 
there were low windows and eaves, and a chimney, covered 
over at the top with a piece of glass, in order that the flies 
might not get out — instead of the smoke. Windows were 
nowhere spared and one might say, that the castle con- 
sisted more of window than of wall. Now when Paul saw 
his numberless flies running upstairs and downstairs, 
into all the large rooms of this vast castle, and into the 
tiny little windows, he pictured their domestic life to 
himself, and wished that he could walk with them on the 
windows, and fancied himself in the position of the in- 
habitants who, from the largest rooms could betake 
themselves to the prettiest and tiniest of parlours, and 
bow-windows. How small and insignificant must the 
parsonage have appeared to him in comparison 

In later years, too, as author, he showed in Tutz, 
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Fixlein, and Fibel, this house-and-comer-loving dispoei- 
tion, and still, as man, he looks with longing eyes at 
every little slate-covered house with two stories and 
flowers before the windows, and a little garden in front 
which one can water from the window ; the good domes- 
tic fool can sit quite contentedly in a close carriage and 
look round at the side-pockets and say, "A beautiful quiet 
little fireproof room, this I and out there are the big 
villages and gardens driving past." So much is certain, 
that he could write just as little as he could live in a 
baron's hall or a St. Peter's Church — to him it would be 
a market-place covered with a roof, while on the other 
hand ho would be quite capable of living and writing 
continually on Mont Blanc or ^Etna, if the wherewithal 
was provided for him there ; only the limited and human 
can never be small enough for him, the greatness of 
Nature cannot be too much enlarged; the smallness of 
man's works is made smaller by enlargement. 

By what I have now said the Joditz autumn Idyl is 
pretty well painted. The autumn leads people home- 
wards, and there leaves them its horn of plenty for the 
winter's nest, which they build, like the crossbill, who 
makes her nest and hatches her young ip the month of 
ice. It must be on account of that time that Paul still 
hears with pleasure the first threshing, or the noisy flocks 
of crows in the woods, and the calling and signalling of 
the birds of passage before their departure, as the preludes 
to a cosy homely winter nesting ; and I am sorry for his 
sake that in the autumn, when the geese are flying in 
flocks, he hears them with real pleasure cackling as the 
foretellers of the winter-time. By this homely and 
wintery disposition I have always accounted for the 
unusual enjoyment with which he read all descriptions 
of travels in wintry countries, as Spitzbergen or Green- 
land, for the representation on paper merely of distress 
can scarcely be an explanation of his pleasure, because if 
it were so, he would have had the same feelings on 
reading of the distresses in the hot countries. The well- 
known pleasure, on the other hand, which one feels over 
each quarter of an hour by which the days are diminished 
in autumn may, I think, be attributed more to the liking 
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for saperlatives — even though they be the antipodes of 
one another — the liking for what is infinitely great or 
infinitely small, in short for the Maxima and minima^ and 
this the more so, as he had just as much pleasure when 
the days were increasing in length ; then he had no other 
wish than for long Swedish days. One sees from all with 
what economy and skill God has armed and equipped man 
for the path of life, on which there is little to be found 
either on the right or left, so that however black it may 
be around him, he can always find some white in it, and 
with an amphibious instinct for land and water can 
neither drown nor thirst. 

It is just these autx)biographical features, gentlemen, 
which a future biographer will easily work up into a life 
and for which he will perhaps thank me. I know bedsides 
of nothing but this home-and-winter-loving disposition 
which can make intelligible to me why Paul tastes again 
with so much relish another autumn pleasure, very insipid 
in itself. In the autumn evenings (the gloomy ones, too), 
my father, in dressing gown, used to take Paul and Adam 
to the potato field, lying above the Saale. One youngster 
carried the hoe and the other a hand basket. When we 
' arrived on the field our father dug up as many new potatoes 
as were wanted for supper, Paul picking them up and 
throwing them into the basket, while Adam was allowed to 
dimb the hazel bushes after the nuts. After a little time 
he had to come down to the potato-bed, and Paul in his turn 
<dimbed up. And then they went happily home with 
potatoes and nuts, — and I will let each one paint for 
himself as brilliantly as the partaker himself, the joy of 
a quarter of a mile walk, and an hour's run in the open 
air, and of the return home and celebration of the harvest 
festival by candlelight. 

Two other autumn flowers of joy which have been 
preserved in the store-room of his memory are still 
particularly fresh and green, and they are both trees. 
The one is a thick tall muscatel pear-tree in the parsonage 
yard, the fall of whose fruit we children endeavoured to 
hasten all the autumn by artificial means, until at length 
on the most important day of the season our father himself 
oiimbed by a ladder into the forbidden tree, and brought 
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down a sweet paradise for the whole house and for the 
oven. The other tree, always green and always blooming 
more beautifully still than the former, is, however, smaller 
than it. It is the felled birch-tree which every year, on 
St. Andrew's Eve, was dragged trunk first into the room 
by the old woodcutter, and planted in a large flower-pot 
in lime-and-water, so that the green leaves might be 
ready just at Christmas-time, when the golden fruits were 
hung upon it. This birch-tree (it was no mourning but 
a rejoicing birch) had the peculiarity that it strewed the 
dark December road up to Christmas with flowers of joy, 
namely with the little forced leaves, each fresh one of 
which pointed like a watch-hand to another day left 
behind ; and that each child could celebrate (under this 
winter May-tree) its Tabernacle feast of hope. 

All will willingly exempt me from a description of 
Paul's Christmas Festival who have met with pictures of 
it in his works, which I least of anyone am able to surpass. 
Two additions only may here be made to the picture. 
When Paul on Christmas morning stood before the 
lighted tree, and the new world of gold, glitter, and gifts 
lay in front of him, and he found and received one new and 
costly present after another, — not a tear — namely, of joy, 
but a sigh,— namely, over life — ^was what first arose in 
him ; in one word the step, or spring, or flight, out of the 
swelling, sporting, boim.dless sea of imagination on to the 
limited, limiting, immoveable shore expressed itself in the 
boy by a sigh for a larger, more beautiful land. But ere 
this sigh was breathed forth and the happy reality 
had asserted its strength, Paul felt that out of gratitude 
he must show himself happy before his mother, and so 
put on the appearance ; only for a short time however, for 
the rays of the breaking morning of reality immediately 
extinguished and dispersed the moonlight of fancy. 

Here, too, may be mentioned a peculiarity of my father's 
which was shown just at the same tf me. It was this. My 
father, who took part so joyfully in everything, permitting 
and giving every pleasure so willingly, came down from 
his room on Christmas morning into the gaily lighted 
parlour, as if decked in mourning crape. Our mother 
otisured us of her own ignorance of the cause of this annual 



48 

■iriaiiffcf^. and n^ ooe had tiie eovnge to adc To oat 
mtAher^ taa. ht hit tfae wiioie cf tiie troaUe and pleasnie 
of d«cki2L^ the table on CkristBias Ere. and in this respect 
perliaps Le TtaDained cci&adefaVIy lehind liis BOfit Paul, 
who aiwajv helped his wi^s^ — if h was not she who only 
helped him. — at the ^juldrai's Christmas phir; for in 
fact — partieiilazl J in their earlier jcars. when they were 
more foolidb — far many months hefcse the performance 
of this ^iry plar. he had acted the Falae Infoamer, the 
PlaTwriter. iod the Scene Painter on the 8o£b^ and at 
length on the erening had appeared as complete Opera 
Director and practical Manager — and £ar each of his three 
children he had carefoIlT marked off a portion of the table 
by lights, the presoitB fcs- the maid being placed on a side 
table, in fact he had laid ont and arranged everything on 
table and tree so brightly and with snch jodgment that 
the whole scene sparkled, as did his own eyes. 

In spite of this, the fsither and the father's sadness are 
to be explained from the son, and in this way ; the latter 
himself with all his ontward activity has had for many 
years to veil a similar feeling. In both cases it is only a 
melancholy feeling, tender from chnrch chants and novels, 
which comes with the couiiarison of the mature antnnm 
of reality with the spring of childhood before one's eyes, 
in which the blo^oms of the ideal grow directly on the 
stem of the real without the intervention of leaves and 
branches. 

llie wine and honey of childish joy required then even 
the ideal, ethereal addition of a belief in the Holy Child 
who gave them. For as soon as Paul had seen with his 
own eyes that they were only people, not supernatural 
beings, who had gathered the flowers and fruits and placed 
them on the table ; the Eden fragrance and Eden splendour 
were gone, brushed away, and the every-day flower bed 
was there. It is too incredible how, like all children, he 
defended himself against every assaulter of his heavenly 
faith, and how long he held to his supernatural revelations 
against all tho enlightenment of his increasing years, 
- agaiiist all the hints of fortune, until at last he saw and 
nonquerod, .less than he was conquered. So difficidt is it 
for people of all religions to bring down to humanity those 
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Who, in their fancied heaven, play the part of beneficent 
deities to them. 

Thus far the Joditz Idvls extend; they lasted long 
enongh for parents and children, namely, as long as the 
Trojan War. The expenses for the four sons were in- 
creasing and the promised school became more and more 
necessary for them. At times, too, a feeling of dis- 
satisfaction came over our father that he was exhausting 
and ming up Mb best years and best strength in such a 
small village church. At length Bamikel, the pastor of 
Schwarzenbach-on-the-Saale, a small city or large market 
town, died. Death is the real play director and manager 
of the world. He takes a man like a cipher from the row 
of fieures, from the begmning, the middle or the end, and, 
lo, the whole row closes up with new positions and values. 
The living, which was in the gift of the Count von 
Schonburg-Waldenburg and the Baroness von Plotho by 
turns, fell this time to Kichter's patroness, who had long 
and openly looked forward to this opportunity of helping 
and rewarding the good, cheerful, disinterested, and im- 
poverished pastor. 

But he went not more but rather less often to Zedtwitz 
on this account. To send a written petition or even so 
much as a verbal request for a pastorship would have 
stained him as an act of simony, believing orthodoxly as 
he did that the Holy Ghost alone must call one to a sacred 
office. And thus the birth-proud patroness had to give 
way to the firm, poor, and office-proud Blackcoat without 
request or solicitation. I am letting you into a secret of 
the Joditz Court — ^which it has itself long since forgotten 
— ^when I relate from the lips of the old pastor that which 
happened on the day of his appointment. He was as usual 
shown in at first to the old Herr von Plotho, and he for 
love and joy could not keep back from my father the news 
of his good fortune, but told him straight out, and even 
gave him the presentation, while properly his wife as the 
real patroness was alone able to do so. Afterwards, when 
the newly created pastor came to her to present his thanks 
there was a little ill- temper on the part of the baioness 
towards her husband which she could not wholly conceal 
from the Court. Both with similar intention had wished, 

I. K 
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hj delirermg the prowsn tatian. perBonaDj, to spare their 
monejleM friend aU the Yarioos gratuities and doooeiiiB — 
fatal words for one party concerned — of the messengera. 

As I know so well yonr benevol^it disposition towards 
father and son, I woidd gness that jon are now inwardly 
exclaiming with joy, '^Th^i is indeed glorious, that the 
moon-change of the parsonages at last brings him finer 
weather, and we now see the glad musician dnly leaving 
the company earlier than nsnal (he wonld gladly have 
talked longer with them out of gratitude) and hurrying 
home with his bnlldog, to tell and share his own defight 
as soon as possible with aU his family, and particolarly 
with his poor wife, who of a tmth, has already endured 
enongh in the ear-gleaning and tithe-collecting on the 
paternal fields." 

I have nothing to say against this, except that yoa are 
all very wide of the mark and I am snrprized at your 
mistake. He brought the glad tidings seriously and mdly 
not only because on the flower-and-fruit-wreath of good 
fortune, as on the bridal wreath, a few dew-drops always 
hang, looking like tears, but also because the departure 
from his loved and loving parish, which for many years 
had been his second family in the larger family hall of 
the church began to shed tears, and lastly, too, because 
now the quiet, peaceful, sequestered, simple village-life 
would hang in his memory only as a distant picture. 
Country-life, like sea-life, is indeed monotonous, without 
variety of small or great events ; but there is a kind of 
uniform joy, which strengthens, just as the monotonous sea 
air BtreBgthenB the conBumptiye patient because there are 
no dust clouds to inhale, and no insects which torment. 

I think that I have now so far fulfilled my obligations 
as my own historical Professor, in all that concerns Joditz^ 
the village of my education, that in my next lecture I may 
move with my hero and his family to Schwarzenbach-on- 
the-Saale, where undoubtedly the curtain goes up a few 
feet higher, and rather more of the chief actor comes in 
view than merely the child's shoes, as hitherto. For indeed 
we send him from to-day's lecture into the next, as a 
human being of upwards of twelve years of age with ten 
times less knowledge than the five-year-old Christian 
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Heinrich Heineke von Liibeck,* whose nurse laid him 
again to her breast after his examination, — so ignorant 
of all natural, or geographical, or world history, except 
of that little part which ne himself was — so ignorant of 
French and music ; in Latin provided with just a little bit 
of Lange and Speccius — in short, such an empty, trans- 
parent skeleton or framework, with no nourishment or 
flesh of learning, that, with you all, I can hardly await the 
place and time when, in Schwarzenbach-on-the-Saale, he 
must at length begin to know something, and olothe 
his skeleton with flesh. 

With him we now leave that unknown little village ; 
although it has not, like many another village, put on a 
laurel crown won in war, yet still, I think, he can give 
it a high place in his heart and say, even to^<lay, as ^ he 
was just leaving it — " Loved little village, thou art still 
dear and precious to me. Two little sisters have I left 
in thy bosom. My father contentedly spent in thee his 
fairest Sundays ; and in the morning of life I have seen 
the radiance of thy meadows. Truly thy well-known in- 
habitants, whom I will now thank, are long since gone like 
my father, but for their unknown children and grand- 
children, my heart's wish is that they may be prosperous 
and that warfare may pass by them at a distance.'* 

* Ghristiaii von Schoneich, the tntor and biographer of this prodigj 
who was bom February 6th, 1721, tells as (1726), in his ' Life, Deeds, 
Journeys, and Death,* that he understood Latin, French, History, 
Geography, and the Listitutions of the Boman Law, that he was weU- 
informed in Theology and Anatomy, was witty and acute in miudf 
aod was nourished entirely by the ndlk of his nurse. 
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THIRD LECTUEE (WITH THEEE SUPPLEMENTS). 

schwarzenbach-on-the-saale — kiss — rector — 

lord's supper. 

Would yon believe, my friends, that Panl retained nothing 
in his memory of all the packing-np, moving, and leaving; 
no parting either of parents or children ; no object on the 
two-miles journey, excepting only the above-mentioned 
tailor's son, to whose pocket he intrusted his six drawings 
of the kings for his beloved ? But so it is in childhood 
and boyhood; the most trivial is retained, the most 
important forgotten ; one knows not why, in either case. 
Childhood, too, ever restless and impatient, remembers the 
departure lees than the arrival ; a child leaves ten times 
more easily the long-accustomed surroundings than the 
more recent ones; only in manhood does the exact 
opposite become the case. For children there are no 
partings, for they acknowledge no past, but only a present 
filled with the future. 

Schwarzenbach-on-the-Saale was indeed in the pos- 
session of many things. A pastor and a curate ; a rector 
and a cantor ; and a parsonage with many little rooms 
and two big ones. Opposite were two large bridges and the 
accompanying Saale, and close by was the schoolhouse, as 
big as (if not bigger than) the whole Joditz parsonage, and 
among the houses was also a townhall — not to mention 
the large empty castle. 

A new rector entered on his office just at the same time 
as my father ; Werner from Merseburg, a handsome man 
with broad brow and high nose ; full of fire, and with 
much feeling ; of overwhelming natural eloquence, replete 
with questions, allegories and harangues, like Father 
Abraham, but quite without depth either in languages or 
other branches of knowledge. He helped out the poverty 
of this reverse side, however, by a heart full of enthusiasm 
and zeal ; his tongue was the lever of our childish minda 
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His plan of teaohing was to let one learn from the 
grammar only the most necessary forms of inflexion — by 
this he nnderstood only the declensions and conjugations 
— and then to spring at once to the reading of some 
author. 

' Paul had to make the spring at once, far over Lange's 
• CoUoquia,' into * Cornelius ' and it was successful. 

The schoolroom, or much more the school-ark, contained 
A, B, C students, young spellers, Latin learners, big and 
little girls — who sat in tiers from the floor up to the 
wall, as if on the shelves of a greenhouse or in an old 
Eoman theatre — and the rector and cantor, together with all 
the accompanying crying, buzzing, reading and whipping. 
The Latin learners formed, as it were, a school witiun the 
school. Soon after Latin, the Greek grammar also was 
commenced, by learning the declensions and the most 
necessary verbs, and then without further delay we were 
translated to the translation of the New Testament. 
Werner, who often in the warmth of speaking praised 
himself so much that he was astonished at his own great- 
ness, thought this faulty method of his was original, but 
in reality it was only that of Basedow. Paul's winged 
progress was a fresh proof to him of its success. About 
a year later a few declensions and verbs from Danze^s 
Hebrew Grammar, written in Latin, were put together to 
form a boat-bridge to the First Book of Moses, the be- 
ginning of which — just the exegesis threshold of young 
Hebraists — ^was not permitted to be read by the un- 
cultivated Jews. 

1 will immediately proceed chronologically with the 
life of our hero when I have cast a cursory view forward, 
just for one moment, and have shown you how much he 
suddenly could and had to do. 

I will then become statary again immediately. 

He had to translate the Greek and Hebrew Testaments 
viva voce into Latin like a Vulgate maker. During his 
translation lesson (he was the only Hebrew scholar in the 
school), the rector had a printed translation lying by his 
side. When our hero was not successful in flie analysis 
of the words, a second misfortune often occurred, namely, 
the master was no better off. 
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tenon <ir Latm-nle eTatplf« was a great czoat Speecm 
jfor the aduAaxa^ hy wm£ng liis way like a screw, — tbe 
man going deeper and deep^- into fffiaiii (^aala, — ^into 
MOth. endVaaparticifBal stiaitB that tlie good lector had to 
think mate aboot nndentanding than c ut i eciii ig him. 

Immediate^ afier coming to SdiwaRcnbadi — I am stiU 
in the caiBo r y — I hadpianofote leaBons from GreBsel the 
Cantor ; and here, too, when he had learnt a few danoe 
toneaand tiienanal choral chords and General Bassnota- 
tion, — ^woald God bnt give the poor boy for once a thorough 
t«;acher, is my wish, howerer little prospect there appears 
i() be anywnere of that, — ^he fell into his self-absolntion 
from instruction, into extemporizing on the piano and 
collecting and playing off all the pieces which were to be 
frmrid anywhere in the place. Thorough bass, the grammar 
of music, he acquired by continual extemporizing and 
playing from sight, in mnch the same way as we acquire 
ihf) German grammar by talking. 

At this time, too, he applied himself to the reading of 
Gennan literature, but as there was none other to be liad 
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m Schwarzenbach than the romantic type, and oi this 
only the worthless novels of the first half of the last 
oenttuy, he built himself a small Babylonian tower out of 
these bricks, thongh he conld only extract from it one brick 
at a time to read. Bnt of all histories standing on book- 
shelves, not one — ^for Schiller*s * Armenians * later produced 
only half the impression — poured such oil of joy and 
nectar through all the veins of his being, — even to bodily 
ecstacy — as old ' Bobinson Crusoe ;' he still remembers hour 
and spot, (it was evening, by the window, looking on to the 
bridge) when the ecstasy occurred; and only after some 
time did a second novel, ' Veit Bosensiock,* by Otto — ^read 
and forbidden by my &ther — ^repeat the half of this 
enthusiasm. Only as plagiarist and book-thief did he 
enjoy it from his &ther*s study so long as his father was 
not there — once he read it lying on his stomach in the 
empty gallery during one of his father's week-day sermons. 
I little envy children now-a-days, to whom the first im- 
pression of the childlike and childish Bobinson is denied 
and compensated for by the modem remodellers of the man, 
who metamorphose the quiet island into a lecture room or a 
worn-out snipe valley, and send the shipwrecked Bobinson 
about with a precept book in his baud and their own 
diciata in his mouth, that in every nook he may found 
a private academy for the young, although he has so much 
to do for himself that it is only with the greatest difficulty 
that he can keep his own life. 

At this time, that is, just after this, the young curate 
Volkel begged the lad*s father to let him come for two 
hours every day after dinner in order to instil into him a 
little of all sorts from philosophy and geography. By 
what means I, with my village awkwar£iess, became of 
such value to him, who was not fired with any particular 
pedagogic talent, that he sacrificed his napping hour for 
me, I do not know. 

In philosophy, he read, or more properly I read to him, 
that of Gottsched, which, with all its dryness and barren- 
ness, refreshed me like fresh water with its novelty. 
Then he showed me a number of towns and frontiers on a 
map — of Germany I believe; but how much of this I 
retained I do not know, and search in vain for it in my 




leuBure and a knowledge of youth would sh idmself down^ 
in spite of all the beanti^ thooghts and ^boratKnis 
vrhich he might otherwise produce, and would write 
nothing for the pres^it but a small Tohime of prize 
sabjectSy arranged after the pattern of the innumerable 
dissertations on the Sunday texts^ for teaehei8> whose sole 
^work would be to choose among th«n those which they 
would give to their pupils. 

Better perhaps than all subjects are mame at all. Let the 
youth choose each time that subject, as a mistress, for 
which his heart is warm and fall, and with which alcme he 
is able to create that whidi has life. LeaTe the young 
spirit free with a few hours and a few sheets of paper — 
which maturer writers require too — ^that he may Ireely 
give forth his tones undbturbed by your hand, otherwise 
he is a bell standing firmly on the ground and unable to 
sound untn hung freely in the air. 

But men are thus throughout all offices up from the lowest ; 
they find the greater glory in making serrile machines 
out of free spirits, thus showing their creating, goTeming, 
and producing powers ; they think to give proof of this, if 
they are able to bring into the same track and couple on 
to the intellectual machine next above them an intermediate 
midway machine, and to the intermediate one to couple 
another, until at length there appears a mother Marion- 
ette leading a Marionette daughter, who again in her turn 
is able to carry a poodle — all is only a coupling together 
by the same machine master — God ; the free wi2 only rear 
the free ; the devil, the unfree, will rear only his like. 

I would not exchange my weekly exercises for any of 
those of the present time, how much soever these may 
enlighten the world, particularly as the subjects opened 
the Hsts to my philosophizing tendency and let it have its 
run out ; a tendency which had already sought to ovei-flow 
from my small head into a thin octavo booklet in which 

Antiquity." "Weighing of the Old Forms of Religion,** areostrioh- 
eggs on which the pupil with too short wings sits and broods in vain, 
nSiing none warm but himself. Between these two kinds are the 
better ones, rich in sensuous and historioal mat^ial, such as " Descrip- 
tion of a Conflagration, of the Last Day, of the Deluge ; Proof of 6a 
Non-universality.** 
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Seeing and Hearing endeavoTired and thonght to give a 
logical account of themselves, and of which I related a part 
to my father, who blamed and misunderstood me just as 
little as I did myself. Can one, then, repeat too often to 
the teacher of youth — ^very often mnst I have said it 
already — ^that all hearing and reading does not strengthen 
and stimulate the spirit half so much as writing and 
speaking, because the former, like conception in the female, 
exercises only the receptive faculties, while the latter like 
begetting in the male, demands and brings into action the 
creative powers. Do not the translators of the most 
learned and pithy writers, — for example, Ebert, the trans- 
lator of Young, — ^keep on all their lives writing their pre- 
faces, notes and poems with inborn washiness, when one 
might have expected a little improvement, since of all 
residing translating is the most repeated as well as the 
most accurate and penetrating, and thus the translator of 
a work of merit enjoys it more and gets at the kernel 
better than any other reader. 

Beading is like collecting for the school money-box or 
the poor-bag; writing is the founding of a mint, the 
stamping die enriches one more than the bell-bag. 
Writing, like a Socratio midwifery which one practises 
on oneself, is to reading as speaking is to hearing. In 
England and among people of the court and world, talking 
is a means of education, and helps out the paucity of the 
reading. 

' Finally I staked these lessons with the curate on a ganao 
at chess and lost, because — we did not play. To explain ; 
the curate would sometimes conclude the lesson in geo- 
graphy with one in chess, still to this day my favourite 
game, though in it and all games I have remained the 
beginner that I was when I first made my debut. Once I 
went to my lesson in spite of a headache, because a game 
at chess had been promised, and as, through forgetfulness, 
the game never came, so I also never came again. That 
my father silently allowed this desertion of mine unoc- 
casioned by one single word, is more difficult of compre- 
hension to me than the other natural circumstance that I 
was a fool and fled from the curate at the same time that 
I continued to love him. I was still very pleased to act 
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the little foot-meflsenger between him and my father, and 
with glances of love and joyfully beating pulses would see 
him turn into our house after almost all the baptisms (for 
thiB reason the baptism bell tolled a joyous mass on my 
ears) to chat away a half or the whole of the evening 
while I read or worked at the table ; but, as I have said, I 
had got the chessboard in my head, and kept away. 
Heavens I who is it that gathers into the best honey oeUs 
of mine and of many another poetical and feminine nature 
such ^^ summer honey (if not honey vinegar) of love and ill- 
will, such a conflicting mish-mash, which often poisons 
and cankers the most beautiful days, yes, and the most beau- 
tiful hearts, perhaps ? Truly, could one often but add an 
additional half grain of brain-aether or reason to the 
warmest hearts, I should know of nothing better than the 
hottest love, but, as it is, the sweetness congeals to bitter 
lees and its own reverse. 

Kiss. 

As I lost my heart before in a churcn pew, so now I 
could not do otherwise than fall in love up the raised 
school benches — for she sat quite up at the top, Katherine 
Barin — with her dainty, round, red, little, small-pox- 
marked face and sparkling eyes, and the pretty haste with 
which she spoke and ran off. At the school carnival, 
which occupied the whole of the forenoon of Shiove 
Tuesday, and consisted in dancing and playing, 1 had 
the pleasure of dancing the irregular hop-dance and thus, 
as it were, of practising and dancing beforehand th^ 
regular dance. Yes, too, at the game of " How do you like 
your neighbour?" where, on a favourable answer one is 
ordered to kiss, and on an unfavourable one to run off, 
amid accoUades from the knotted handkerchief, and make 
place for others, I carried off plenty of the latter ; a gold- 
beating, by which my love, like pure gold, increased, and 
an entertaining variety always prevailed, as she invariably 
forbad me the court, and I always called her to it. 

All these malicious desertions {deaertiones malitiosce) 
could not deprive me of the bliss of seeing her every day, 
as, with little white apron and cap, she ran over the long 
bridge towards the parsonage, where 1 was at the window 
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THIRD LECTUEE (WITH THEEE SUPPLEMENTS). 

schwarzenbach-on-the-saale — kiss — rector — 

lord's supper. 

Would yon believe, my friends, that Paul retained nothing 
in his memory of all the packing-np, moving, and leaving; 
no parting either of parents or children ; no object on the 
two-miles journey, excepting only the above-mentioned 
tailor's son, to whose pocket he intrusted his six drawings 
of the kings for his beloved ? But so it is in childhood 
and boyhood; the most trivial is retained, the most 
important forgotten ; one knows not why, in either case. 
Childhood, too, ever restless and impatient, remembers the 
departure lees than the arrival ; a child leaves ten times 
more easily the long-accustomed surroundings than the 
more recent ones; only in manhood does the exact 
opposite become the case. For children there are no 
partings, for they acknowledge no past, but only a present 
filled with the future. 

Schwarzenbach-on-the-Saale was indeed in the pos- 
session of many things. A pastor and a curate ; a rector 
and a cantor ; and a parsonage with many little rooms 
and two big ones. Opposite were two large bridges and the 
accompanying Saale, and close by was the schoolhouse, as 
big as (if not bigger than) the whole Joditz parsonage, and 
among the houses was also a townhall — not to mention 
the large empty castle. 

A new rector entered on his office just at the same time 
as my father ; Werner from Merseburg, a handsome man 
with broad brow and high nose ; full of fire, and with 
much feeling ; of overwhelming natural eloquence, replete 
with questions, allegories and harangues, like Father 
Abraham, but quite without depth either in languages or 
other branches of knowledge. He helped out the poverty 
of this reverse side, however, by a heart full of enthusiasm 
and zeal ; his tongue was the lever of our childish minda 
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His plan of teaohing was to let one learn from the 
grammar only the most necessary forms of inflexion — by 
this he understood only the declensions and conjugations 
— and then to spring at once to the reading of some 
author. 

' Paul had to make the spring at once, far over Lange's 
^Colloquia/ into * Cornelius ' and it was successful. 

llie schoolroom, or much more the school-ark, contained 
A, B, C students, young spoilers, Latin learners, big and 
little girls — who sat in tiers from the floor up to the 
wall, as if on the shelves of a greenhouse or in an old 
Boman theatre — and the rector and cantor, together with all 
the accompanying crying, buzzing, reading and whipping. 
The Latin learners formed, as it were, a school within the 
school. Soon after Latin, the Greek grammar also was 
oommenced, by learning the declensions and the most 
necessary verbs, and then without further delay we were 
translated to the translation of the New Testament. 
Werner, who often in the warmth of speaking praised 
himself so much that he was astonished at his own great- 
ness, thought this faulty method of his was originsJ, but 
in reality it was only that of Basedow. Paul*s winged 
progress was a fresh proof to him of its success. About 
a year later a few declensions and verbs from D^nze^s 
Hebrew Grammar, written in Latin, were put together tr> 
form a boat-bridge to the First Book of Moses, the be- 
ginning of which — just the exegesis threshold of young 
Hebraists — was not permitted to be read by the un- 
cultivated Jews. 

1 will immediately proceed chronologically with the 
life of our hero when I have cast a cursory view forward, 
just for one moment, and have shown you how much he 
suddenly could and had to do. 

I will then become statary again immediately. 

He had to translate the Greek and Hebrew Testaments 
viva voce into Latin like a Vulgate maker. During his 
translation lesson (he was the only Hebrew scholar in the 
school), the rector had a printed translation lying by his 
side. When our hero was not successful in the analysis 
of the words, a second misfortune often oocurred, namely, 
the master was no better off. 
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Tlie present writer of novels was regularly in love with 
the Hebrew grammatical and analytical trash and trifling 
— this too was in reality a secret indication of his love of 
domesticity— and borrowed Hebrew grammars from all 
comers of Schwarzenbach, in order to hoard np all the in- 
formation on diacritical points, vowels, accents, and so 
on, which conld be served np in the analysis of each single 
word. Then he sewed himself a quarto book together, 
and began in it with the first word of the first verse of the 
First Book of Moses, and wrote several pages of such copious 
information from all the borrowed grammars about its 
few letters, its vowels and the first Bagesh and Sheva, 
that at the first words "In the beginning," (he intended 
to continue thus from chapter to chapter), he also made 
an end, unless indeed it was with the next. What has 
been written (in the first Letter-box), about Quintus 
Fixlein's chase in a folio Hebrew Bible after larger, 
smaller, and reversed letters applies literally in all par- 
ticulars to Paul's own life. 

In just as droll a fashion he treated the now superan- 
nuated Hofmann, who, with the German translation sen- 
tences or Latin-rule examples was a great cross Speccius 
for the scholars, by winding his way like a screw -the 
man going deeper and deeper into Syntaxis Omata, — into 
such endless participial straits that the good rector had to 
think more about understanding than correcting him. 

Immediately after coming to Schwarzenbach — ^I am still 
in the cursory-I had pianoforte lessons from Gressel the 
Cantor ; and here, too, when he had learnt a few dance 
tunes and the usual choral chords and General Bass nota- 
tion, — would God but give the poor boy for once a thorough 
teacher, is my wish, however little prospect there appears 
to be anywhere of that, — ^he fell into his self-absolution 
from iDstruction, into extemporizing on the piano and 
collecting and playing off all the pieces which were to be 
found anywhere in the place. Thorough bass, the grammar 
of music, he acquired by continual extemporizing and 
playing from sight, in much the same way as we acquire 
the German grammar by talking. 

At this time, too, he applied himself to the reading of 
German literature, but as there was none other to be had 



▲UTOBIOORAPHT. 65 

in Sdiwarzenbach than the romantio type, and of thiB 
only the worthless novels of the first half of the last 
oentnry, he bailt himself a small Babylonian tower oat of 
these bricks, though he could only extract from it one brick 
at a time to read. But of all histories standing on book- 
shelvee, not one — for Schiller*s ' Armenians ' later produced 
only half the impression — x)oured such oil of joy and 
nectar through all the veins of his being, — even to bodily 
ecstacy — as old ' Robinson Crusoe ;' he still remembers hour 
and spot, ^it was evening, by the window, looking on to the 
bridge) wnen the ecstasy occurred; and only after some 
time did a second novel, * Veit Bosenstock^* by Otto — ^read 
and forbidden by my father — repeat the half of this 
enthusiasm. Only as plagiarist and book-thief did he 
enjoy it from his father's study so long as his father was 
not there — once he read it Iving on his stomach in the 
empty gallery during one of his father's week-day sermons. 
I little envy children now-a-days, to whom the first im- 
pression of the childlike and childish Bobinson is denied 
and compensated for by the modem remodellers of the man, 
who metamorphose the quiet island into a lecture room or a 
worn-out snipe valley, and send the shipwrecked Bobinson 
about with a precept book in his hand and their own 
dictata in his mouth, that in every nook he may found 
a private academy for the young, although he has so much 
to do for himself that it is only with the greatest difficulty 
that he can keep his own life. 

At this time, that is, just after this, the young curate 
Yolkel begged the lad's father to let him come for two 
hours every day after dinner in order to instil into him a 
little of all sorts from philosophy and geography. By 
what means I, with my village awkwardness, became of 
such value to him, who was not fired with any particular 
pedagogic talent, that he sacrificed his napping hour for 
me, I do not know. 

In philosophy, he read, or more properly I road to him, 
that of Gottsched, which, with all its dryness and barren- 
ness, refreshed me like fresh water with its novelty. 
Then he showed me a number of towns and frontiers on a 
map — of Germany I believe; but how much of this I 
retained I do not know, and search in vain for it in my 
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for superlatives — even though they "be the antipodes of 
one another — the liking for what is infinitely great or 
infinitely small, in short for the Maxima and Minima, and 
this the more so, as he had just as much pleasure when 
the days were increasing in length ; then he had no other 
wish than for long Swedish days. One sees from all with 
what economy and skill God has armed and equipped man 
for the path of life, on which there is little to be found 
either on the right or left, so that however black it may 
be around him, he can always find some white in it, and 
with an amphibious instinct for land and water can 
neither drown nor thirst. 

It is just these autobiographical features, gentlemen, 
which a future biographer will easily work up into a life 
and for which he will perhaps thank me. I know besides 
of nothing but this home-and- winter-loving disposition 
which can make intelligible to me why Paul tastes again 
with so much relish another autumn pleasure, very insipid 
in itself. In the autumn evenings (the gloomy ones, too), 
my father, in dressing gown, used to take Paul and Adam 
to the potato field, lying above the Saale. One youngster 
oarried the hoe and the other a hand basket. When we 
' arrived on the field our father dug up as many new potatoes 
aa were wanted for supper, Paul picking them up and 
throwing them into the basket, while Adam was allowed to 
dimb the hazel bushes after the nuts. After a little time 
he had to come down to the potato-bed, and Paul in his turn 
olimbed up. And then they went happily home with 
potatoes and nuts, — and I will let each one paint for 
himself as brilliantly as the partaker himself, the joy of 
a quarter of a mile walk, and an hour's run in the open 
air, and of the return home and celebration of the harvest 
flostival by candlelight. 

- Two other autumn flowers of joy which have been 
preserved in the store-room of his memory are still 
particularly fresh and green, and they are both trees. 
The one is a thick tall muscatel pear-tree in the parsonage 
yard, the fall of whose fruit we children endeavoured to 
hasten all the autumn by artificial means, until at length 
on the most important day of the sea^^on our father himself 
oiimbed by a ladder into the forbidden tree, and brought 
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down a sweet paradise for the whole house and for the 
oven. The other tree, always green and always blooming 
more beautifully still than the former, is, however, smaller 
than it. It is the felled birch-tree which every year, on 
St. Andrew's Eve, was dragged trunk first into the room 
by the old woodcutter, and planted in a large flower-pot 
in lime-and- water, so that the green leaves might be 
ready just at Christmas- time, when the golden fruits were 
bung upon it. This birch-tree (it was no nioumiog but 
a rejoicing birch) had the peculiarity that it strewed the 
dark December road up to Christmas with flowers of joy, 
namely with the little force^l leaves, each fresh one of 
which pointed like a watch-hand to another day left 
behind ; and that each child could celebrate (under this 
winter May-tree) its Tabernacle feast of hope. 

All will willingly exempt me from a description of 
Paul's Christmas Festival who have met with pictures of 
it in his works, which I least of anyone am able to surpass. 
Two additions only maj'' here be made to the picture. 
When Paul on Christmas morning stood before the 
lighted tree, and the new world of gold, glitter, and gifts 
lay in front of him, and he found and received one new and 
costly present after another, — not a tear — namely, of joy, 
but a sigh,— namely, over life — ^was what first arose in 
him ; in one word the step, or spring, or flight, out of the 
swelling, sporting, boundless sea of imagination on to the 
limited, limiting, immoveable shore expressed itself in the 
boy by a sigh for a larger, more beautiful land. But ere 
thLs sigh was breathed forth and the happy reality 
had asserted its strength, Paul felt that out of gratitude 
he must show himself happy before his mother, and so 
put on the appearance ; only for a short time however, for 
the rays of the breaking morning of reality immediately 
extinguished and dispersed the moonlight of fancy. 

Here, too, may be mentioned a peculiarity of my father's 
which was shown just at the same time. It was this. My 
father, who took part so joyfully in everything, permitting 
and giving every pleasure so willingly, came down from 
his room on Christmas morning into the gaily lighted 
parlour, as if decked in mourning crape. Our mother 
assured us of her own ignorance of the cause of this annual 
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melancholy, and no one had the courage to ask. To oni 
mother, too, he left the whole of the trouble and pleasure 
of decking the table on Christmas Eve, and in this respect 
perhaps he remained consideiably behind his son Paul, 
who always helped his wife, — if it was not she who only 
helped him, — at the children's Christmas play ; for in 
fact — particularly in their earlier years, when they were 
more foolish — for many months before the performance 
of this fairy play, he had acted the False Informer, the 
Playwriter, and the Scene Painter on the sofa, and at 
length on the evening had appeared as complete Opera 
DirectiOr and practical Manager — and for each of his three 
children he had carefully marked off a portion of the table 
by lights, the presents for the maid being placed on a side 
table, in fact he had laid out and arranged everything on 
table and tree so brightly and with such judgment that 
the whole scene sparkled, as did his own eyes. 

In spite of this, the father and the father's sadness are 
to be explained from the son, and in this way ; the latter 
himself with all his outward activity has had for many 
years to veil a similar feeling. In both cases it is only a 
melancholy feeling, tender from church chants and novels, 
which comes with the coi^L'Oarison of the mature autumn 
of reality with the spring of childhood before one's eyes, 
in which the blossoms of the ideal grow directly on the 
stem of the real without the intervention of leaves and 
branches. 

The wine and honey of childish joy required then even 
the ideal, ethereal addition of a belief in the Holy Child 
who gave them. For as soon as Paul had seen with his 
own eyes that they were only people, not supernatural 
beings, who had gathered the flowers and fruits and placed 
them on the table ; the Eden fragrance and Eden splendour 
were gone, brushed away, and the every-day flower bed 
was there. It is too incredible how, like all children, he 
defended himself against every assaulter of his heavenly 
faith, and how long he held to his supernatural revelations 
against all the enlightenment of his increasing years, 
against all the hints of fortune, until at last he saw and 
conquered,:.le8s than he was conquered. So difficult is it 
for people of all religions to bring down to humanity those 
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who, in their fleuioied heaven, play the part of beneficent 
deitiee to them. 

Thus far the Joditz Idyls extend; they lasted long 
enough for parents and children, namely, as long as the 
Trojan War. The expenses for the four sons were in- 
Greaedng and the promised school became more and more 
necessary for them. At times, too, a feeling of dis- 
satisfaction came over our father that he was exhausting 
and usine up his best years and best strength in such a 
small village church. At length Bamikcl, the pastor of 
Sohwarzenbach-on-the-Saale, a small city or large market 
town, died. Death is the real play director and manager 
of the world. He takes a man like a cipher from the row 
of figures, from the beginning, the middle or the end, and, 
lo, the whole row closes up with new positions and values. 
The living, which was in the gift of the Count von 
Schonburg-Waldenburg and the Baroness von Plotho by 
turns, fell this time to Bichter's patroness, who had long 
and openly looked forward to this opportunity of helping 
and rewarding the good, cheerful, disinterested, and im- 
poverished pastor. 

But he went not more but rather less often to Zodtwitz 
on this account. To send a written petition or even so 
much as a verbal request for a pastorship would have 
stained him as an act of simony, believing orthodoxly as 
he did that the Holy Ghost alone must call one to a sacred 
office. And thus the birth-proud patroness had to give 
way to the firm, poor, and office-proud Blackcoat without 
request or solicitation. I am letting you into a secret of 
the Joditz Court — which it has itself long since forgotten 
— ^when I relate from the lips of the old pastor that which 
happened on the day of his appointment. He was as usual 
shown in at first to the old Herr von Plotho, and ho for 
love and joy could not keep back from my father the news 
of his good fortune, but told him straight out, and even 
gave him the presentation, while properly his wife as the 
real patroness was alone able to do so. Afterwards, when 
the newly created pastor came to her to present his thanks 
there was a little ill- temper on the part of the baioness 
towards her husband which she could not wholly conceal 
from the Court. Both with similar intention had wished, 

I. h 
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by delivering the presentation personally, to spare their 
moneyless friend all the various gratuities and douceurs — 
fatal words for one party concerned — of the messengers. 

As I know so well your benevolent disposition towards 
father and son, I would guess that you are now inwardly 
exclaiming with joy, "Th'i is indeed glorious, that the 
moon-change of the parsonages at last brings him finer 
weather, and we now see the glad musician duly leaving 
the company earlier than usual (he would gladly have 
talked longer with them out of gratitude) and hurrying 
home with his bulldog, to tell and share his own delight 
as soon as possible with all his family, and particularly 
with his poor wife, who of a truth, has already endured 
enough in the ear-gleaning and tithe-collecting on the 
paternal fields." 

I have nothing to say against this, except that you are 
all very wide of the mark and I am surprized at your 
mistake. He brought the glad tidings seriously and sadly 
not only because on the flower-and-fruit-wreath of good 
fortune, as on the bridal wreath, a few dew-drops always 
hang, looking like tears, but also because the departure 
from his loved and loving parish, which for many years 
had been his second family in the larger family hall of 
the church began to shed tears, and lastly, too, because 
now the quiet, peaceful, sequestered, simple village-life 
would hang in his memory only as a distant picture. 
Country-life, like sea-life, is indeed monotonous, without 
variety of small or great events ; but there is a kind of 
uniform joy, which strengthens, just as the monotonous sea 
air strengthens the consumptive patient because there are 
no dust clouds to inhale, and no insects which torment. 

I think that I have now so far ftdfilled my obligations 
as my own historical Professor, in all that concerns Joditz, 
the village of my education, that in my next lecture I may 
move with my hero and his family to Schwarzenbach-on- 
the-Saale, where undoubtedly the curtain goes up a few 
feet higher, and rather more of the chief actor ^comes in 
view than merely the child's shoes, as hitherto. For indeed 
we send him from to-day's lecture into the next, as a 
human being of upwards of twelve years of age with ten 
times less knowledge than the five-year-old Christian 
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Heinrich Heineke von Liibeck,* whose nurse laid him 
again to her breast after his examination, — so ignorant 
of all natural, or geographical, or world history, except 
of that little part which ne himself was — so ignorant of 
French and music ; in Latin provided with just a little bit 
of Lange and Speccius — in short, such an empty, trans- 
parent skeleton or framework, with no nourishment or 
flesh of learning, that, with you all, I can hardly await the 
place and time when, in Sohwarzenbach-on-the-Saale, he 
most at length begin to know something, and clothe 
his skeleton with flesh. 

With him we now leave that unknown little village ; 
although it has not, like many another village, put on a 
laurel crown won in war, yet still, I think, he can give 
it a high place in his heart and say, even to^y, as if he 
was just leaving it — " Loved little village, thou art still 
dear and precious to me. Two little sisters have I left 
in thy bosom. My father contentedly spent in thee his 
fairest Sundays ; and in the morning of life I have seen 
the radiance of thy meadows. Truly thy well-known in- 
habitants, whom I will now thank, are long since gone like 
my father, but for their unknown children and grand- 
children, my heart's wish is that they may be prosperous 
and that warfare may pass by them at a distance." 

* Ohrifltian von Schoneioh, the tutor and biographer of this prodifj 
who was bom February 6th, 1721, tells us (1726), m his ' Life, Deeds, 
Journeys, and Death,* that he understood Latin, Frenoh, History, 
Oeography, and the Listitutions of the Boman Law, that he was well- 
informed in Theology and Anatomy, was witty and acute in mind, 
and was nourished entirely by the nmk of his nurse. 
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THIED LECTUEE (WITH THEEE SUPPLEMENTS). 

SCHWARZENBACH-ON-THE-SAALE — KISS — RECTOR — 

lord's SUPPER. 

Would yon believe, my friends, that Paul retained nothing 
in his memory of all the packing-np, moving, and leaving ; 
no parting either of parents or children ; no object on the 
two-miles journey, excepting only the above-mentioned 
tailor's son, to whose pocket he intrusted his six drawings 
of the kings for his beloved ? But so it is in childhood 
and boyhood; the most trivial is retained, the most 
important forgotten ; one knows not why, in either case. 
Childhood, too, ever restless and impatient, remembers the 
departure lees than the arrival ; a child leaves ten times 
more easily the long-accustomed surroundings than the 
more recent ones; only in manhood does the exact 
opposite become the case. For children there are no 
partings, for they acknowledge no past, but only a present 
filled with the future. 

Schwarzenbach-on-the-Saale was indeed in the pos- 
session of many things. A pastor and a curate ; a rector 
and a cantor ; and a parsonage with many little rooms 
and two big ones. Opposite were two large bridges and the 
accompanying Saale, and close by was the schoolhouse, as 
big as (if not bigger than) the whole Joditz parsonage, and 
among the houses was also a townhall — not to mention 
the large empty castle. 

A new rector entered on his office just at the same time 
as my father ; Werner from Merseburg, a handsome man 
with broad brow and high nose ; full of ^e, and with 
much feeling ; of overwhelming natural eloquence, replete 
with questions, allegories and harangues, like Father 
Abraham, but quite without depth either in languages or 
other branches of knowledge. He helped out the poverty 
of this reverse side, however, by a heart full of enthusiasm 
and zeal ; his tongue was the lever of our childish minda 
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His plan of teaohing was to let one learn from the 
grammar only the most necessary forms of inflexion — by 
this he understood only the declensions and conjugations 
— ^and then to spring at once to the reading of some 
author. 

' Paul had to make the spring at once, far over Lange's 
*Colloquia/ into * Cornelius * and it was successful. 

llie schoolroom, or much more the school-ark, contained 
A, B, C students, young spoilers, Latin learners, big and 
little girls — who sat in tiers from the floor up to the 
wall, as if on the shelves of a greenhouse or in an old 
Boman theatre — and the rector and cantor, together with all 
the accompanying crying, buzzing, reading and whipping. 
The Latin learners formed, as it were, a school witlun the 
school. Soon after Latin, the Greek grammar also was 
oommenced, by learning the declensions and the most 
necessary verbs, and then without further delay we were 
translated to the translation of the New Testament. 
Werner, who often in the warmth of speaking praised 
himself so much that he was astonished at his own great- 
ness, thought this faulty method of his was original, but 
in reality it was only that of Basedow. Paul's winged 
progress was a fresh proof to him of its success. About 
a year later a few declension-s and verbs from D^nze^s 
Hebrew Grammar, written in Latin, were put together tr> 
form a boat-bridge to the First Book of Moses, the be- 
ginning of which — just the exegesis threshold of young 
Hebraists — was not permitted to be read by the un- 
cultivated Jews. 

1 will immediately proceed chronologically with the 
life of our hero when I have cast a cursory view forward, 
just for one moment, and have shown you how much he 
suddenly could and had to do. 

I will then become statary again immediately. 

He had to translate the Greek and Hebrew Testaments 
viva voce into Latin like a Vulgate maker. During his 
translation lesson (he was the only Hebrew scholar in the 
school), the rector had a printed translation lying by his 
side. When our hero was not successful in the analysis 
of the words, a second misfortune often oocurred, namely, 
the master was no better off. 
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far-reaching peace, and still, from these evening hours of 
mild and warm soul-rest, I looked onward to the heavenly 
entiiTisiasm and rapture at the altar next morning. 

O blessed time ! when one has stripped off the unclean 
past, and stands pure and white, free and fresh in the 
present, and thus steps forth courageously into the future. 
But to whom but children can this time return ? In the 
happy time of childhood this complete peace of soul is 
more easy to gain, because the circle of sacrifices which it 
demands is smaller and the sacrifices themselves less im- 
portant, while the complicated and widened circumstances 
of later years, either through deficiencies or delay in 
complete resignation, admit the heavenly rainbow of peace 
only incomplete and not rounded to a perfect circle, as in 
the time of youth. In the twelfth year enthusiasm can 
render one perfectly pure, but not so in age. The youth, 
too, and the maiden with all their fiery impulses have less 
to overcome in their circle, and have an easier and shorter 
way to the highest moral purity, than that which the man 
or woman have to traverse with their colder and more 
selfish strivings, through the wilderness of troubles, cares, 
and toils. The true man is, at some period in his earliest 
time, a diamond of the first water, crystal clear, and 
without colour, then he becomes one of second quality and 
glitters with many colours, until at last he darkens into a 
coloured stone. 

On Sunday morning the boys and girls, adorned for the 
sacrificial altar, met at the parsonage for the solemn 
entrance into the church amid singing and bell-ringing. 
All this, together with the festive attire and the nosegays, 
and the darkened fragrant birch-trees, both at home and 
in the church, became for the young soul a powerful 
breeze in its outspread wings, which were already raised 
and in motion. Even during the long sermon the heart 
expanded with its fire, and inward struggles were carried 
on against all thoughts which were worldly or not 
sufficiently holy. 

At length I received the bread from my father and the 
cup from my purely loved teacher, but the ceremony did 
not receive any additional value from the thought oi 
what these two were to me ; my heart and mind and soul 
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wei\3 deyoted alone to heaven, to happiness, and to the re- 
ception of the Most Holy, which was to unite itself with 
my being, and my rapture rose to a physical lightning 
feeling of miraculous union. 

I thus leffc the altar with a clear blue infinite heaven 
in my heart ; this heaven revealed itself to me by an un- 
limited, stainless tender love which I now felt for all, all 
mankind. To this day 1 have preserved within my heart 
with loving and youthful freshness the remembrance of 
the happiness when I looked on the church members with 
love, and took them all to my innermost heart. The 
maiden companions at the holy altar with their bridal 
wreaths became not only dearer, but also more holy, to me 
as the brides of Christ, and I included them all in such a 
wide, pure love, that even my beloved Katharina as far as 
I can remember was not otherwise loved than the rest. 

The whole earth remained for me throughout the day 
an unlimited love-repast, and the whole tissue and web 
of life appeared to me to be an iEolian or eetherial harp 
played by the breath of love. When even the misanthrope 
can extract an artificial delight from his universal dislike, 
of what indescribably sweet happiness must be a universal 
love for all hearts in the beautiful time of youth, untram- 
melled and untainted by circumstances, the horizon of 
which is still limited, the arms short but the ardour so 
much the more intense. And shall we not allow ourselves 
the joy of dreaming out the dream of this overflowing 
heaven, which would receive us if, in a higher and hotter 
focus of a second youth, we should grasp a larger spiritual 
world, loving wifli higher power, and should widen the 
heart from life to life for the All. 

But in inconstant man all else remains more easily on 
the surface than the purest and the best, as in quicksilver 
all metals remain at the top — the gold alone sinks. Life, 
like the sun (according to Goethe), admits no white. After 
a few days this precious consciousness of innocence deserted 
me, for I thought that I had sinned in throwing a stone 
and wrestling with a schoolfellow, though I did neither 
out of ill-feeling, but in harmless love of play. But eternal 
thanks are due for ever to the all-kind spirit. 

Every holiday is followed by working days, but we go 

I F 
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into them newly-clad, and the past holiday leads us on 
oVer them to a fresh one. This spring festivity of the 
heart returned later in the years of youth, but only as a 
quiet, serene sabbath, when for the first time the great old 
stoical spirits of Plutarch, Epictetus, and Antoninus arose 
and appeared before me, and freed me from all the pains of 
this earth and aU anger ; but from this one Sabbath I hope 
I haye gathered together a whole year of Sabbaths, or am 
able to make up that which may still be wanting. 
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TO HER MAJBSTT^ 

CAROLINE, QUEEN OF BAVARIA. 

WITH 

THB PROFOONDEST RESPECT OF 
THE AUTHOB. 



Most Gracious Queen ! 

The author would oonseorate Levana to mothers by your 
royal name— as the banners which a princess has worked 
receive fresh victorious power. 

Your Majesty will graciously pardon the dedication of a 
work which Germany, by the approbation expressed in the 
demand for a new, improved edition, has already dedicated 
to a Princess, who, in its best parts, will but find her own 
recollections. 

If, even in the lowest ranks, a mother's heart he 
woman's honour, — the sun which gently warms and dries 
the dewdrops of early tears, — ^this sun delights the beholder 
most when it stands highest and cherishes the distcmt 
future, and when a noble mother multiplies her heart as 
well as her beauty, and blesses distant ages and countries 
with her image. 
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This delight becomes still greater if the mother be also 
the mother of her country, and raise her sceptre like a 
magic A^and which converts tears of sorrow into tears of 
joy ere it dries them. 

Should the profound respect of a subject forbid him to 
express this joy in a dedication ? 

With most profound respect, 

Your Majesty's 
Most obedient, humble servant, 

Jean Paul I^'r. Eichtkb. 



AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 



NovERRE only required from a good director of the ballet 
— besides the art of dancing — geometry, music, poetry, 
painting, and anatomy. But to write upon education, 
means to write upon almost everything at once; for it 
has to care for and watch over the development of an 
entire, though miniature, world in little — a microcosm of 
the microcosm. All the energies with which nations have 
laboured and signalized themselves once existed as germs 
in the hand of the educator. If we carried the subject 
still farther every century, every nation, and even every 
boy and every girl, wotdd require a distinct system of 
education, a different primer, and domestic French 
governess, &c. 

If, consequently, on a subject like this, only acta 
sanctorum^ or more correctly, sanctificandorum (acts less of 
saints than of those to be made saints) can be written, and 
if a folio be nothing more than a fragment, there cannot 
be, on such an inexhaustible subject, one book too much, 
even after the best, except the worst ; and where frag- 
ments alone are possible, all that are possible complete 
the whole. 

The Author trusts thus to excuse his boldness as well 
as his poverty ; for both, as in the state, are nearly 
connected. He has not read every thing which has been 
written upon education, but here and there something. 
First and last he names Eousseau's Ehile. No preceding 
work can be compared with his ; the succeeding imitators 
and transcribers seem to resemble him more. Not Eous- 
seau's individual rules, many of which may be erroneous 
without injury to the whole, but tho spirit of education 
which fills and animates the work has shaken to their 
foundations and purified all the school-rooms and even the 
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nurseries in Europe. In no previous work on education 
was the ideal so richly and beautifully combined with 
actual observation as in his. He was a man, could 
therefore easily become a child, and so he manifested and 
saved the nature of children. Basedow was his intelligent 
translator and publisher in Germany — this land of peda- 
gogopsedists (of education of children's educators) and of 
love ot children — and Pestalozzi is now confirming Kousseau 
among the people. 

Individual rules, without the spirit of education, 
resemble a dictionary without a grammar of the language. 
A book of rules is not merely incapable of exhausting and 
distinguishing the infinite variety of individual dis- 
positions and circumstances ; but, even granting it were 
perfect itself and able to make others perfect, it yet would 
but be like a system of remedies labouring to counteract 
some one symptom of a disease ; recommending, for instance, 
something of a reducing nature to be taken before faint- 
ing, and to prevent tingling in the ears and unnatural 
brilliancy of eye ; a tonic to cure paleness and coldness 
of the face ; an aperient for nausea. But this is worthless » 
Do not, like common cultivators, water the individual 
branches, but the roots, and they will moisten and unfold 
the rest. Wisdom and morality are no ants' colonies of 
separate, co-operating workmen, but organic parents of the 
mental future which only require life-giving nourishment. 
We merely reverse the ignorance of the savages, who 
sowed gunpowder instead of making it, when we attempt 
to compound what can only be developed. 

But although the spirit of education, always watching 
over the whole, is nothing more than an endeavour tc 
liberate, by means of a free man, the ideal human being 
which lies concealed in every child ; and though, in the 
application of the divine to the child's nature, it must 
scorn some useful things, some seasonable, individual, 
or immediate ends ; yet it must incorporate itself in the 
most definite applications, in order to be clearly mani- 
fested. 

Here the Author difiers — but to his philosophical dis- 
advantage — from those transcendental superintendents of 
the school-room slates, who write thereon with so round 
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a piece of chalk that one may find in their broad strokes 
whatever one desires, and who lay down a complete 
Brownian system of education in the two words — strong, 
weak; though, indeed. Brown's disciple, Schmidt, only 
uttered one word — strong. Dr. Tamponet declared that 
he would trace heresies in the Lord's Prayer, if any one 
desired it ; our age, on the contrary, knows how to find 
a Lord's Prayer in every heresy. A mother who has a 
particular child to educate can certainly extract no advan- 
tage from such philosophical indifierentism; although that 
class of fine, high-sounding compilations always bears 
witness to a certain amount of artistic talent in their 
sonorousness and their theffc; hence. Gall justly found 
for ttiis sense a place between the organs of music and 
stealing. 

But this language does not belong to the Preface, and 
the object of this work has forbidden it to find a place in 
the book itself ; wherefore, this may be regarded in form 
as my most serious production, to which only a short, 
occasional, comic Appendix shall be added. 

The reader will please to take it patiently if he find 
what has been already printed again printed here. What 
has been printed is necessary as the bond and bast-matting 
of what has not been printed ; but the bast-matting must 
not cover the whole garden instead of merely tying up the 
trees. But there are two still better excuses. Known 
rules in education gain new force if new experience verify 
them. The Author has three times been in the position 
of trying them upon different children of all ages and 
talents ; and he now enjoys with his own the pedagogic 
jus trium liberorum (law of three children) ; and every other 
person's experience, related in this book, has been made 
his own. Secondly, printing ink now is like sympathetic 
ink, it becomes as quickly invisible as visible ; wherefore 
it is good to repeat old thoughts in the newest books, 
because the old works in which they stand are not read. 
New translations of many truths, as of foreign standard 
works, must be given forth every half century. And, 
indeed, I wish that even old German standard books were 
turned into new German from time to time, and so could 
find their way into the circulating libraries. 
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Why are there flower and weed gleanings of every thing, 
but no wine or corn gleanings of the innumerable works 
on education? Why should one single good observation 
or rule be lost because it is imprisoned in some monstrous 
folio, or blown away in some single sheet ? For dwarfs 
and giants, even in books, do not live long. Our age, 
this balloon, or air-ship, which, by simultaneous lighting 
of new lamps and throwing out of old ballast, has constantly 
mounted lugher and higher, might now, I should think, 
cease to throw out and rather lovingly endeavour to collect 
than to disperse the old. 

Hots ever little so disjointed a collection of thoughts 
could teach rules, it would yet arouse and sharpen the 
educational sense from which they originally sprung. 
Therefore every mother — still better every bride — ought 
to read the many-volumed and, in another sense, many- 
sided revision of education to which no nation can oppose 
any thing similar ; she should read it, and cut and polish 
herself, like a precious stone, by it on every side, so that 
her individuality of character may all the more readily 
discover, protect, revere and cherish the dim manifesta^ 
tions of it in her child. 

Something very different from such a progressive 
cabinet of noble thoughts, or even from my weak Levana, 
with her fragments in her arms, is the usual kind of com- 
plete system of education which one person after another 
has written, and wiU write. ^ It is difficult— I mean the 
end, not the means. For it is very easy to proceed with 
bookbinder's and bookmaker's paste, and fasten together a 
thousand selected thoughts with five of your own, espe- 
cially if you conscientiously remark in the preface that 
you have availed yourself of the labours of your prede- 
cessors, yet make no mention of one in the work itself, 
but sell such a miniature library in one volume to the 
reader as a mental facsimile of yourself. How much 
better in this case were a hole-maker than a hole-hider ! 
How much better were it if associated authors (I mean 
those friendly hundreds who move along one path uttering 
precisely the same sound) entirely died out, — as Humboldt 
tells us that in the tropical regions there are none of those 
Bociable plants which make our forests monotonous, but 
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next each tree a perfectly different one grows. A diarv 
about an ordinary child would be much better than a book 
upon children by an ordinary writer. Yes, every man's 
opinions about education would be valuable if he only 
wrote what he did not copy. The author, unlike a partner, 
idiould always only say " I," and no other word. 

The first part of this work treats at large of the budding, 
the second and third of the blossoming, season of 
childhood. In the first, the three early years, like the 
academic triennium, after which the gate of the soul, 
language, is opened, are the object of care and obseryatioti. 
Here, educators are the Hours who open or close the gates 
of heaven. Here, true education, the developing, is yet 
possible; by whose means the long second, the curative, 
may be spared. For the child — ^vet in native innocence, 
before his parents have become his serpents on the tree — 
speechless, still unsusceptible of verbal empoisonment — 
led by customs, not by words and reasons, therefore all 
the more easily moved on the narrow and smaU pinnacle 
of sensuous experience; — ^for the child, I say, on this 
boundary line between the monkey and the man, the most 
important era of life is contained in the years which 
immediately follow his non-existence, in which, for the 
first time, he colours and moulds himself by companionship 
with others. The parent's hand may cover and shelter 
the germinating seed, but not the luxuriant tree; con- 
sequently, first faults are the greatest; and mental 
maladies, unlike the small-pox, are the more dangerous 
the earlier they are taken. Every new educator effects 
less than his predecessor ; until at last, if we regard all 
life as an educational institution, a circumnavigator of 
the world is less influenced by all thd nations he has seen 
than by his nurse. 

At least this book has been composed with warmest 
love for the little beings, the delicate flower-gods of a 
soon fading Eden. May Levana, the motherly goddess 
who was formerly entreated to give a father's heart to 
fathers, hear the prayer which the title of this book 
addresses to her, and, in doing so, justify both it and this. 
The demands of the state or of learning, unfortunately, 
rob the child of half its father. The education of mos^ 
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fathers is but a system of rules to keep the child at a 
respectful distance from them, and to form him more 
with regard to their quiet than his powers ; or at most, 
under a tornado of wrath, to impart as much meal of 
instruction as he can scatter. But I would ask men of 
business what education of souls rewards more delight- 
i^illy and more immediately than that of the innocent^ 
who resemble rosewood which imparts its odour even 
while being carved and shaped ? Or what now remains 
to the decaying world — among so many ruins of what is 
noblest and ancientest — except children, the pure beings 
yet unfalsified by the age and the world? Only they, 
with a higher object than that for which they were 
formerly used, can behold futurity and truth in the magic 
mirror, and with bandaged eyes draw the precious Jot 
from the wheel of chance. The words that the father 
speaks to his children in the privacy of home are not 
heard by the world ; but, as in whispering galleries, they 
are clearly heard at the end and by posterity. 

It would be my greatest reward if, at the end of twenty 
years, some reader as many years old should return 
thanks to me that the book which he is then reading was 
read by his parents. 

Jbast Paul Fb. Sichteb. 

Bjjbbuth, May 2, 1806. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE TO SECOND 

EDITION. 



The second edition of a work on education is presented 
with love and respect to readers of both sexes : for the 
complete sale of the first is regarded as a proof that whilst 
the warlike Vesuvins and Etna were playing fire and 
thunder against each other, yet still the German fatherly 
and motherly heai*t was sufficiently endued with peace- 
fulness, solicitude and love to attend to the mental re- 
quirements of the child-world, even in like manner as the 
parents take these children in their arms when saving 
them as best may be from flames and water. 

May only Levana be right worthy of this participation 
in parental love ! 

This edition includes — ^besides small corrections, and 
besides the large local interpolations of certain contri- 
butions in education scattered throughout two journals, 
and also others not printed — ^many more exact conclusions 
to which I found myself urged by the opinion of one or 
another friendly critic, more especially those of Jena 
and Halle. 

For perhaps no reproof is more to be considered 
than that of the well-disposed and like-minded : the ap- 
probation of enemies is nothing to it in point of weight, 
since it may just as often be a snare as a safeguard ; and 
before a friendly critic, too, one wishes to defend neither 
the yes nor no of one's self, but only the matter itself. 

To only one critical reviewer have I nothing to say, 
because he himself has said nothing : although thisf ex- 
pression would do him too much honour, had he not 
interspersed his criticisms amongst the literary news of 
Gottingen, of which such as is scholarly continues tc 
preserve its reputation for thoroughness, no less than that 
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whioh is SBsthetic and philosophical has continued to 
furnish the successive instalments of the "Nicolai- 
Library " * (which after long lullings has now sunk 
into slumber) so artfully that a limited intellect may 
already have had enough of these universal-German-' 
library filibusters. 

For the rest, the author of this gains in maturity less 
through other writers than through his own children. 
Life enlivens life, and children train us into trainers 
better than all trainers. Long before the first Levana, 
children (that is, experiences) were in fact his teachers, 
and books occasionally his " reminders." Yet experiences, 
since they can never be gained in sufiicient number to 
amount to the strength of universal demonstration, can 
express anything only through a disposition of mind which 
imputes to them, from out of itself, and learns from them 
what is spiritual and universal. Hence educational 
writings, on account of the inexhaustible number of 
rules and the difficulty of choosing between them in 
each case, can only successfully and practically help by 
means of the stimulus and fostering of parental love and 
by a peculiar strength : all real strength, be it of the heart 
or head, can, if accompanied with love for children, educate 
with success even at the distance of ordinary methods. 

The large number and sale of writings on education is 
explained from the circumstance that of all vocations that 
of education is most thickly beset with fcUowers : amongst 
them all are both sexes at once, parents, yes, even those 
who have never been parents ; so that consequently the 
instructor writes, not for one case, like .one learned in 
theology, law 6r such- like, but for all cases of all people^ 
But we Germans especially, partly from abundance of 
philanthropy, partly from want of money, partly from 
want of members mutually assisting, do spiritually ibr 
diildren by writing on paper that which the hospital for 
diildren in Paris, les enfants malades, and the ** Club-of- 
Help " in Madrid try to do physically for the vagabond 

^ Nioolai was a publisher and seoond-rate writer of Berlin. The 
^Library" was a periodical which oontinued to appear during a space 
of twenty-eeven years.— Tb. 
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children of the streets — we wish to onre and teaoh their 
souls. 

The anther allows himself only to mention four im- 
portant works on education which he has read since the 
publication of his own. The teaohin^i; of the general 
apart from the particular is, just as much as the teaching 
of the particular apart from the general, a departure from 
the correct instruction which comprises both: but this 
fruitful combination is found in Schwarz's ** Erziehungs- 
lehre" (lessons in education) especially in the copious 
classification of the different sx)ecies of dispositions (vol. 
iii. part i.). Of such flower-catalogues of child-souls we 
cannot have too many ; the}^ are, as it were, the little 
Linnaean labels on the seedlings of a tree and flowisr 
nursery. All our partitioned-cases for the characters of 
children are, however, as comprehensive and therefore as 
little classifying as a high booK-case with only two shelves 
in it might be. The bud-indications of future genius, 
for example, we have scarcely at all, except only from 
themselves when they have already borne flowers and 
fruit ; but the early watching of them by another would 
give a richer and purer return than their own after- 
recollection : it is a pity only that the teachers seldom 
know beforehand which child will be greater than them- 
selves. It is true that through this ignorance on the part 
of the teachers the powers of the spirit of not even one 
genius will run wild, grow deformed, or become weakened 
— ^for such a one (for example Winckelmann) breaks like 
the moth from its chrysalis through the hard earth of all 
restraints without damage to the tender wings — but the 
powers of the heart, which often it little knows itself how 
to rule, can easily by unskilful hands be contorted into 
lasting errors. Thus it would be best that a father should 
always look upon his children as endowed with genius if 
at all possible (and this is easy, since he desires it only 
too much), and therefore keep, upon chance, a harvest 
register of their developing power. 

Whilst Schwarz in his '^Lessons," by a detailed 
treatment of the subject, and by a noble kindliness of 
disposition appeals more to the mothers, Niethammeb 
in the " Streite des Philanthropismus und Humanismua'* 
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(Conflict of Fhilanthropism and Humanism), addresses 
himself more to the fathers ; inasmuch as he recommends 
and prefers the formal education by means of languages 
as being the education of the whole correctly, rather than 
the material instruction through objects, as being piece- 
meal education ; and would strengthen and steel the inner 
man more by intellectual labour than by intellectual feed- 
ing. With his pleasing enmity towards the present time — 
which by natural histories, Bertuchian picture-books, and 
other apparatus for the eye, transforms school-rooms into 
alps, where the plant is forced till it is meagre and small 
and its blossom over-large — I sympathized joyfully, 
as early as the first and second chapters of the seventh 
section, and I do so still. The educational power of 
philology becomes its own proof by means of his masterly 
logical demonstration. He is only wrong, as it seems, in 
excluding from the fellow-workers in the vineyard of 
formal education the deep-planting Festalozzi, who, it 
may be, belongs even to its ^pioneers. As Festalozzi's 
earliest harvests are invisible, that is to say, are only roots 
which cannot be disclosed to view, so his formal plan 
of education by means of mathematics differs from that 
of "Humanism" through philology only in respect to 
the tool employed. Both teachers are driven in their 
harvest-wagon towards the same point, but as they sit 
opposite to each other they look only at each other and 
at contrary roads. 

Graser in his work " Divinitat der Menschenbildung ** 
(Divineness of Human Education), sets out the four gres^t 
means of advance towards Divinity (like the four gospels). 
Justice, Love, Truth, and Art or Beauty, as the four edu- 
cational elements. Certainly, instead of the word "Di- 
vinitat " (divineness), as unusual as it is supermundane, 
he might with more conformity to language and life havQ 
said " Gottahnlichkeit " (likeness to God), seeing that the 
best education, as a second after-creation of the God-like 
image in man, can only leave us all as vapoury cold mock- 
suns to the primeval Sun of the world, standing no higher 
than the clouds of earth. In truth, the educational 
principle of Divineness existed already in the earlier one 
oi Humanity, since only as God-Man do we find and know 
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divinity in mankind ; but the radiance of the Ideal dwell- 
ing in pure eternity throws us the light upon our path 
more clearly than the human-reality dimmed by time 
J'or the rest, the author, who has not so much woven-in as 
.woven-on tlie definite to the most general, surprises us 
ipleasantly at the conclusion with definite embodyings, 
m fact, with hints so practical that one would willingly 
have given them a good deal more space and room for 
play, by clearing away earlier sheets of transcendentalism. 
But can he not take some ordinary white sheets, and give 
us upon them as long a continuation of his Education- 
praxis as we have already desired to have in our hands? 

In the ** AUgemeine Padagogik " (Universal-Pedagogic) 
of Herbart the beautiful language beguiling with bril- 
liancy and charms cannot, however, divert the wish that 
he had not used the title-privilege " universal " so univer- 
sally, and carried it throughout, so that the reader is 
obliged to fill in the too spacious forms with supplementary 
contents. In a philosopher, if he be a teacher, one finds 
often enough, to be sure, only the polar star which, it is 
true, serves well for a long voyage round the world, but 
not for a short one in the world : even as philosophers in 
general resemble the Jewish prophets (or even weather- 
prophets), who predict more easily of a century than their 
own approaching death-day, just as in history (if I may 
allow myself a too ponderous comparison') even Providence 
unveils itself not in years, but in cen tunes — and scarcely 
in them, since the revealing century becomes again the veil 
of the next. But when Herbart wishes to strengthen 
and to stretch the muscle-strings and bowstrings of the 
character, then he enters powerfully into the special and 
definite, and with good reason, since the drift of his words 
and thoughts bear witness that he possesses one himself^ 
Certainly for education, the character is the true elemental- 
fire : if only the instructor has it, it will, if not enkindle 
at any rate give warmth and bring out abilities. The 
present century — a volcanic isle that glows, works, 
trembles, and heaves — should at length have learnt and 
discovered from the political colossus who is now stand- 
ing on the borders of two centuries, through the viotoriea 
Qver his sea-fishers toiling hither and thither, the cou 

1. % 
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touts and worth of a character : for a character is a rock 
on which stranded sailors land, and the headstrong are 
wrecked. No happy future for a nation was ever 3'et to 
be built up but by hands of which the first and second 
fingers could, intellectually, clench themselves into fists. 
So says hoary History to this very day, but she speake 
«8 a chattering woman and sibyl more and more year by 
year, and knows not how to stop. 

This most recent, computed wealth of educational works, 
even with the omission of many other sources of profit, 
elevates the German, amongst European nations, to the 
position of the teaching one ; and German schools, like 
several towns in France, ought to bear the honourable 
title of " the good." Even as Lessing called the insignifi- 
cant-seeming Jews the educators of the human race, so in 
the Germans perhaps we may be promised the educators 
of the future. Love and strength, or inner harmony and 
courage, are the poles of education : so Achilles learnt 
from the centaur to play the lyre and at the same time 
to draw the bow. 

Yet let us above all consider, before we invert the delu- 
sion of sailors — who often take ice-fields for land— and 
take the land of the, future for an ice-field, that to all 
nations of the earth, even the more servile (to say nothing 
of those more free), the nursery of education has remained 
as a sunny spot and a refuge for freedom trndestroyed by 
time and circumstance. 

Amongst all secret societies and clubs which the State 
in critical times often prohibits, the family-clubs of as 
many children as one has had baptized are yet endured 
without hesitation. Let ns then, with the short child- 
arm-^that is to say with the long arm of the lever — build 
and move the future, and unweariedly and bravely help 
to work out the good of the present, and to bur3'-in tl^e 
bad. Yes, even he, whose children's fruit-harvest may 
tarry too long, let Tiim say to himself, **^ my grandchildren 
too are human beings," and let him continue to sow. 

Jean Paul Fb Kichteiu 
^ BAiBEura, 2\tt November, 1811» 
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FIEST FRAGMENT. 



Cbap. L Importance of Education, § 1—8. Chap. II. Dkoonnv 
against its Influanoe, § 4 — Id. Ohap. IIL Disooorae for tbe sams^ 
{ 16—20. 



CHAPTEB I 

DfPORTANCB OF EDUCATION. 
§1. 

When Antipater demanded fifty children as hostages from 
the Spartans, they offered him, in their stead, a hundred 
men of distinction ; unlike ordinary educators, who pre* 
cisely reverse the offering. The Spartans thought rightly 
and nobly. In the world of childhood all posterity stands 
before us, upon which we, like Moses upon the promised 
land, may only gaze, but not enter ; and at the same tim^ 
it renews for us the ages of the young world behind 
which we must appear ; for the child of the most civilised 
capital is a bom Otaheitan, and the one-year-old Sans- 
culotte a first Christian, and the last children of the 
earth came upon the world with the paradise of our first 
parents. So, according to Bruyn, the children of the 
Samqjeds are beautiful and only the parents ugly. If 
>there were a perfect and all-powerful system of education, 
and a unity of educators with themselves and with cmc 
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another; then, since each generation of children begins 
the history of the world anew, the immediate, and through 
it the distant futnre, in which we can now gaze and grasp 
so little, would stand much more fairly in our power. 
For deeds and books — ^the means by which we have 
hitherto been able to work upon the world — always find 
it already defined and hardened and full of people like 
ourselves ; only by education can we sow upon a pure, 
soft soil the seeds of poison or of honey-bearing flowers ; 
and as the gods to the first men, so do we, physical and 
spiritual giants to children, descend to these little ones, 
and form them to be great or small. It is a touching and 
a mighty thought that now before their educator, the 
great spirits and teachers of our immediate posterity 
creep, as the sucklings of his milk-store — that he guides 
future suns, like little wandering stars, in his leading- 
strings. And it is all the more important because he can 
neither know whether he has before him, to unfold to good 
or evil, a hell-god for humanity, or a protecting and light- 
giving angel ; nor can foresee at what dangerous moment 
of futurity the magician, who, transformed into a little 
child, now plays before him, will rise up a giant, 

§ 2. 

Our immediate future demands thought : our earth is 
filled with gunpowder — like the age of the migration of 
nations, ours prepares itself for spiritual and political 
wanderings, and under all state buildings, professorial 
chairs and temples the earth quakes. Do you know 
whether the little boy who plucks flowers at your side 
may not one day, from his island Corsica, descend as a 
war-god into a stormy universe, to play witl storms and 
to destroy, or to purify and to sow ? Would it then be 
indifferent whether, in educating him, you had been his 
F^n^loh, his Cornelia, or his Dubois ? For although you 
might not be able to break or bend the power of genius — 
the deeper the sea, the more precipitous the coast ; — ^yet 
in the most important initiatory decade of life, in the 
first, at the opening dawn of all feelings, you might 
surround and overlay the slumbering lion energies with 
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all the tender habits of a gentle heai*t and all the bands 
of love. Whether an angel or a devil educate that great 
genius is of far more importance than whether a learned 
doctor or a Charles the Simple teach him. 

Although a system of education must, in the first 
instance, provide for the beings endowed with genius — 
since these, though they seldom arise, yet alone rule the 
world^s history, either as leaders of souls, or of bodies, or 
of both — yet would such a system too much resemble a 
practical exposition of how to conduct one's self in case of 
winning the great prize, if it did not observe that the 
multitude of mediocre talents on which a great one can 
act are quite as important in the mass as the man of 
genius is in the individual. An<i therefore, since, on the 
one hand, you give to posterity, as alms to a beggar, 
through children ; and, on the other, must send these last, 
like unarmed men, into a hidden period whose poisonous 
gales you know not : so there is nothing more important 
to posterity than whether you send forth your pupil as 
the seed-corn of a harvest, or the powder-train of a mine 
which destroys itself and everything with it : and nothing 
is more important to the child than whether you have or 
have not given him a magic jewel which may preserve 
and conduct him uninjured. 

Let a child be more holy to you than the present which 
consists of things and matured men. By means of the 
child — although with difficulty — by means of the short 
lever arm of humanity, you set in motion the long one, 
whose mighty arc you can scarcely define in the height 
and depth of time. But there is something else you 
certainly know ; namely, that the moral development — 
which is education, as the intellectual is instruction — 
knows and fears no time nor futurity. In this you give 
to the child a heaven with a pole-star, which may ever 
guide him in whatever now countries he may afterwards 
reach. 

§ 3. 

A perfect child would be a heavenly Aurora of tho 
soul; at least its appearance would not be so variously 
re:)trained and so difficult as that of a perfect man. 
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On him everything, from the state down to himself, 
exercises a forming influence ; but on the fresh child, 
parents repeat with full power the lawgiving, moulding 
character of Ly curgus and of Moses ; they can sepai ate 
their pupil from others, and form him without interference, 
better than a Spartan or Jewish state could d<». Con- 
sequently one ought to expect more from the unlimited 
monarchy of parents. Children living in this kingdom, 
without Salic law, and in such an overflow of laws and 
lawgivers that the rulers are often more numerous than 
the ruled, and the governing house larger than the 
governed — having everywhere before them cabinet orders, 
and oifended majesties, and most rapid mandata sine clau- 
sula, and behind the glass the exalted sceptre of the rod 
— possessing in their sovereign their bread-master, as well 
as their pain and pleasure master — and protected against 
him by no foreign power ; for mal-treatment of slaves is 
punished in many countries, even of cattle in England, 
but nowhere of children, — children, then, thus absolutely 
governed without opposition party, or anti-ministerial 
gazette, and without representatives, should issue, one 
would think, out of this smallest state within the state, 
far better educated than grown-up persons educated in the 
greatest of all educational establishments, the state itself. 
Nevertheless, both educational establishments and states 
seem to work so uniformly, that it is worth while, next 
to the necessity of education, to consider, in the two 
following discourses, its possibility. 



CHAPTER 11. 



INAUGURAL DISCOURSE AT THE JOHANNEUM-PAULLINUM ; OR, 
PROOF THAT EDUCATION EFFECTS LITTLE. 

§ 4. 

Most honoured Inspector f»f schools. Rector, Con- and Sub- 
rector, master of the third class ! most wortliy teacher of 
the lower classes and fellow-labourers I I hope I shall. 



CHAP. II. J LBVAHA. 87 

to tho best of my abilities, express my pleasure at being 
inducted as lowest teacher into your educational estab- 
lishment by entering on my post of honour with the proof 
that school education, as well as home education, has 
neither evil consequence'*, nor any other. If I am so 
fortunate as to lead us all to a quiet conviction of this 
absence of consequences, I may also possibly obtain that 
we shall all fill our laborious offices easily and cheerfully, 
without boasting, and with a certain confidence that 
needs fear nothing; every day we shall walk in and out 
among the pupils, sit on our teaching-chair as on an easy 
chair, and let every thing take its own course. 

First, I believe, I must set forth who are the educators 
and complete fashioners of children, — ^for fashioned, in one 
way or another, they are; and in which way reste with 
and in us ; — and afterwards I will naturally touch upon 
ourselves, and point out the easy change which may be 
effected. 

§5. 

Whence comes it that hitherto no age has spoken, coun- 
selled and don6 so much about education as our own ; and 
again, among nations, none so much as Germany, into 
which Rousseau's winged seeds have been blown out of 
France and ploughed in? *rhe ancients wrote and did 
little for it ; their schools were rather for young men than 
children, and in the philosophical schools of Athens the 
learner frequently was, or might be, older than the teacher. 
Sparta was a Stoa, or garrison-school, at once for parents 
and children. The Romans had Grecian slaves for their 
schoolmasters, and yet their children became neither 
Greeks nor slaves. In the ages when the great and 
glorious deeds of Christendom and knighthood and free- 
dom rose like stars on the dark horizon of Europe, school 
buildings lay scattered around as mere dull, little, dark, 
savage hut«, or monks' cells. And what have the political 
vowels of Europe — the English — ^whose island is a school 
of citizens, and whose election every seven years is a 
wandering seven-day Sunday school? what have they 
hitherto better than mere establishments for mal-education? 
Whore do the children more resemble the parents — ^and to 



88 JEAN PAUL FBIEDRICH RICHTER. [PRAG. 1. 

any thing else than a mirror of himself, be it a flat, a 
ooncave, or a convex one, the teacher cannot wish to 
mould and polish 'his pupil — than even in those places 
where the educators are silent, among savages. Green- 
landers and Quakers ? 

And the further one looks back through past ages to the 
hoary nations of antiquity, the fewer school books and 
Cyropedias — in fact, from want of all books — were there : 
all the more was the man lost in the state ; all the less 
was the woman, who might have educated, formed for it : 
nevertheless, every child was the image of its parents, 
which is more than the best ought to desire, since God can 
only behold his own image in men as a caricature. And 
are not our ^present improved educational institutions a 
proof that men can raise themselves freely and without 
aid from bad to better, and, consequently, to all other 
establishments of a similar kind ? 

§6. 

But who then educates in nations and ages ? — Both ! — 
The living time, which for twenty or thirty years struggles 
unceasingly with men through actions and opinions, 
tossing them to and fro as with a sea of waves, must soon 
wash away or cover the precipitate of the short school 
years, in which only one man, and only words taught. 
The century is the spiritual climate of man, mere education 
the hothouse and forcing pit, out of which he is taken and 
planted for ever in the other. By century is here meant 
the real century, which may as often truly consist of ten 
years as of ten thousand, and which is dated, like religious 
^ras, only from great men. 

. What can insulated words do against living present 
i^tion ? The present has for new deeds also new words ; 
the teacher has only dead languages for the, to all appear- 
ance, dead bodies of his examples. 

The educator has himself been educated and is already 
possessed, even without his knowledge, by the spirit ot 
the age, which he asiduously labours to banish out of the 
youth (as a whole city criticises the spirit of the whole 
city). Only, alas I every one believes himself to stand sq 
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precisely and accurately in the zenith of the universe, that^ 
according to his calculation, all suns and nations must 
culminate over his head ; and he himself, like the countries 
at the equator, cast no shadow save into himself alone. 
For were this not so, how could so many — as I also here- 
after propose to do — speak of the spirit of the age, when 
every word implies a rescue from, and elevation above it ; 
just as we cannot perceive the ebb and flow of the tide in 
the ocean, but only at its boundaries, the coasts. In like 
manner a savage cannot depict a savage so clearly as a 
civilized man can do. But in truth, the painters of the 
spirit of the age have for the most part represented the 
last one, nothing more. The great man, the poet and 
thinker, has never been so clearly known to himself that 
the crystal light-holder and the light have become one ; 
much less then have other men. However easily 
blooming every man may open towards the sky, he is yet 
drawn down by a root into the dark, firm earth. 

§7. 

The spirit of the nation and of the age decides and is at 
once the schoolmaster and the school ; for it seizes on the 
pupil to form him with two vigorous hands and powers ; 
with the living lesson of action, and with its unalterable 
unity. If — to begin with unity — education must be, like 
the Testament, a continuous endeavour to withdraw the 
force of interrupting mixtures, then nothing builds up so 
strong as the present, which ceases not for a moment and 
eternally repeats itself; and which, with joy and sorrow, 
with towns and books, with friends and enemies — in short, 
with thousand-handed life, presses and seizes on us. No 
teacher of the people continues so uniformly one with him- 
Belf as the teaching people. Minds, molten into masses, 
lose something of free movement, which bodies, for in-^ 
stance that of the world, perhaps that of the universe, 
seem to gain by their very massiveness, and as heavy 
colossi move only the more easily along the old, iron- 
covered track. For however much marriages, old age, 
deaths and enmities, are in the individual case subject to 
the law of freedom ; yet lists of births and deaths cau 
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be made for a whole nation, and it may be shown that 
in the Canton of Beme (according to Mad. de Stael) the 
number of divorces, as in Italy that of murders, is the 
game from year to year. Must not, now, the little human 
being placed on such an eternally and ever similarly acting 
world be borne as upon a flying earth, where the only 
directions that a teacher can give avail nothing, because 
he has first unconsciously received his line of movement 
upon it ? Thence, in spite of all reformers and informers, 
nations, like meadows, reach ever a similar verdure ; 
thence, even in capital cities, where all schoolbooks and 
schoolmasters, and even parents of every kind educate, the 
spirit maintains itself unalterably the same. 

Eepetition is the motl;er not only of study but also of 
education. Like the fresco painter, the teacher lays colours 
on the wet plaster which ever fade away, and which he 
must ever renew until they remain and brightly shine. 
W ho then, at Naples for instance, lays the colours most 
frequently on the spiritual tablet of one individual, the one 
tutor, or the multitude of 30,000 advocates, 30,000 lazzaroni, 
and 30,000 monks ; a threefold company of fates, or nine- 
fold one of nine murderers, compared with which Vesuvius 
is a quiet man who suffers himself to be entreated by 
Saint Januarius * (although not in January) ? 

Certainly one might say that also in families there 
educates, besides the popular masses, a pedagogic crowd of 
people ; at least, for instance, aunts, grandfathers, grand- 
mothers, father, mother, godparents, friends of the family, 
the yearly domestics, and at the end of all, the instructor 
beckons with his fore-finger, so that — could this force 
continue as long as it would gladly be maintained — a 
child, under these many masters, would resemble, much 
more than one thinks, an Indian slave who wanders about 
with the inbumt stamps of his various masters. But how 
does the multitude disappear compared with the highei 
one by which it was coloured ; just as all the burnt marks 
of the slave yet cannot overcome the hot black colouring 
of the Bun, but receive it as a coat of arms ii a sable 
field ! 

* The protecting taint of the Keanolitans against Yes vius. 
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§8. 

The second miglity power by wHch the spirit \ f thf 
age and people teaches and conquers is the living actior* 
Not the cry, says a Chinese author, but the rising of 
& wild duck impels the flock to follow him in upward 
flight. One war fought against a Xerxes inflames the 
heart quite differently, more purely and more strongly 
than the perusal of it three times in Cornelius, Plutarch^ 
and Herodotus: for this last, along with the whole 
teaching of school phrases, is merely an intellectual imi« 
tation in cork (a phelloplastic, according to Bottiger's 
retranslation into the Greek) in order easily to represent 
ancient temples and magnificent buildings in light cork 
forms. Yea, the mere ancestral images of deeds in 
Plutarch's Westminster Abbey cast the seeds of the divine 
word more deeply into the heart than one or a few thou-> 
sand volumes of sermons full of true pulpit eloquenceu 
Heaven I if words could be compressed to deeds, only a 
thousand to one, could they yet arouse upon an earth in 
which pulpits, professois* chairs and libraries of all ages 
snow down unceasingly their most pure cold exhortations, 
one single passion to hurl forth volcanic fire ? Would not 
history then be surrounded with mere snow craters and 
icebergs ? Ah ! most respected teachers, if even we, with 
our great college libraries that preach to us for tens of 
years, have never once been brought so far as to become 
noly men for a month, nay foi- a week, what dnre we 
expect from the few volumes of words which we let fall in 
school hours ? Or what more shoidd the parents at home 
expect ? 

The pedagogic powerlessness of words is unfortunately 
confessed in a peculiar manner, which is daily renewed in 
each of ns. Namely, eveiy individual being is divided 
into a teacher and his scholars ; or is split up into the 
teacher's chair and the scholars' bench. Should you now 
believe that this perpetual house-tutor in the four chambers 
of the brain — who daily gives private lessons to the sharer 
of his apartment, philanthropist and boarder— who is a 
morning, evening and night preaoher — who never ceases 
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with his conversatorium and repetitoriiim — who accom- 
panies the pupil, whom he loves as himself and conversely, 
everywhere with notes of instruction as tutor on hit* 
travels, in idle hours and wine-drinkings, hy seats on the 
throne, by the chair of instruction and elsewliere — who, 
as the most unlimited head-master to be found under the 
fikull, ever sleeps with his scholar, as a Serjeant with a 
recruit, in the same bed, and from time to time reminds 
him of much when a man has forgotten himself, — in short, 
could you believe that this so extremely rare Mentor, who 
from the pineal gland, as the lodging place of the high 
light, eternally teaches downward, nevertheless after fifty 
and more judgments and years, has experienced nothing 
better in his Telemachus, than what the pure Minerva 
(the well-known and anonymous Mentor in the Telemachus) 
with all her modesty, in the greatest head of the world, in 
that of Jupiter, also had to experience, namely, that she 
could not spare her pupil a single one of his animal 
transformations? This, indeed, were scarcely to be 
believed if we did not daily see the most lamentable 
instances of it in ourselves. There is, for example, in the 
history of the learned something very usual and very 
pitiful : that excellent men have resolved for many years 
to rise earlier in a morning, without much coming of it — 
unless they may perhaps break through the habit at the 
last day. 

§9. 

Permit us to return : and since we have easily asked 
whether a man may be more effectually moved by a 
thousand outward foreign words than by a billion of his 
own inward ones, let us not be very much astonished if 
the stream of words which is given to the youth, in order 
that he may thereby guide and bear himself up in the 
ocean, should be dissipated by the winds and waves on 
every side. But give us leave to remark that we lay 
many things to the account of school-rooms, that is, of 
words, which have in fact had their sole origin on the 
common teaching-ground of action; just as, in former 
times, general pestilences were ascribed to the poisoning 
of particular wells by the Jews. Tho schoolhouse of the 
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young soul does not merely consist of leotnre and lesson 
rooms, but also of the school ground, the sleeping room, 
the eating room, the play-ground, the staircase, and of 
every place. Heaven I what intermixture of other in- 
fluences, always either to the advantage or prejudice of 
education I The physical growth of the pupil nouiishes 
and draws forth a mental one ! Nevertheless, this is 
ascribed to the pedagogic tan-bed; just as if one must 
not necessarily grow cleverer and taller at the same time I 
One might quite as properly attribute the service of the 
muscles to the leading-strings. Parents very often in their 
own children regard that as the effect of educational care 
and attention which in strangers they would merely con- 
sider the consequence of human growth. There are so 
many illusions ! If a great man have gone through any 
one educational establishment, he is ever after explained 
by that : either he did not resemble it, and then it is held 
to have been a moulding counter-irritation ; or he did, and 
then it acted as an incitement to life. In the same way 
one might regard the blue library, whose binding taught 
the librarian Duval his first lessons in arithmetic, as an 
arithmetical book and school for arithmetic. If pai'ents, 
or men in general, in all their education seek nothing else 
than to make their physical image into their more perfect 
mental one, and consequently to varnish over this copy 
with the departed brightness of the original, then must 
they readily fall into the mistake of esteeming an inborn 
resemblance an acquired one, and physical fathers spiritual 
ones, and nature freedom. But in this and the former 
consideration, that holds true of children which does of 
nations : there were found in the new world ten customs of 
the old — six Chinese in Peru, four Hottentotish in western 
A.merica*, — without any other nearer descent to account 
for these resemblances than the general one from Adam, 
>r humanity. 

§10. 

We may, excellent fellow-workers, especially flatter 
ourselves with services to humanity when the position is 
proved true, that we effect little, or nothing, by educatign. 

* ZimxQ6rmaim*s History of Man, ?oL iii 
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As in the mechanical world every motion, if the opposition 
. of friction were removed, would be unceasingly continued, 
and every change become eternal ; so, in the spiritual 
world, if the pupil less bravely opposed and vanquished 
the teacher, a more beggarly life would be eternally 
repeated than we can at ail picture to ourselves. I mean 
this : if all the ways and times of this poor earth were to 
be filled with dull stiif images from pedagogic old prin- 
;cipalit3^-l4W-code8 and Swabia-law-codes, that is with 
counterfeits of school-men, so that consequently every age 
would be reprinted from the preceding one, manikin for 
manikin ; * what else is wanted for this tedious misery but 
that education should succeed beyond our expectations, 
and a tutor and schoolmaster allow his head, like a crowned 
one, to pass stamped in all hands and comers? And a 
whole bench of knights might become an assembly of 
oandidates fit for the tournament, because they had been 
previously clean and w^ copied after the quiet burgher's 
pattern? 

But we will venture to hope the opposite ; the school- 
master and tutor is ever afterwards connected with the 
nobleman as God with nature ; concerning which Seneca 
justly writes — «mel jutdt, semper paret — ^i.e., the tutor's 
study is very soon dosed, and the ante-chamber and 
audience-hall opaied. 

In order not to fall into the error of those who introduce 
the bird Phoenix and the Man in the Moon un wived, I have 
here in my thoughts girls also, on whom, as on pigeons 
and canary birds, false colours are painted by governesses, 
as well as by tutors, wliich the first rain or moulting 
Ir^noves. Bat, as has been said, every woman becomes in 
time something peculiar; a beautiful Idioticon of her 
tXLUiy provinces of language. 

§ 11. 

Through long teaching, to which no advance of the 
pupil is sufficiently proportioned, schoolmasters of under- 
^^tajiding may arrive at the question : *' How will the pour 

♦ An exp ression used of a second edition when it is a reprint of tli6 
fiist ; whidi (as this minor proposition d€mon8trat(:«) is not tho case here. 
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scholar be able to walk in the right path without our 
leading-strings, since even with them he runs into error ?'' 
— and also at this wish : " Good heavens ! that we could 
but wind him up and fix him, exactly like an astronomical 
hundred-y eared chronometer, so that he might show the 
hours and positions of the planets and every thing quite 
accurately long after our death I " — and consequently at 
this opinion : " That they were in fact the soul of his inner 
man, and had to raise his every limb, or were at least his 
supporting mould, in which ho ought not merely to carnr 
his broken arm, as in a gentle bandage, but also his 
leg, liis head and his entrails, so as to be completely 
strengthened." If the tutor accompany his young master 
to the university, the one goes into much good society 
without the other : and if they both at last set off on their 
travels, the young gentleman goes into much of a suspicious 
nature, and the tutor ends his anxiety ; — which resembles 
the anxiety of a mother as to how the poor naked foetus 
can exist when it cdmes into this cold blowing world and 
is no longer nourished by hei blood. 

Truly your singing bird of a pupil will continue to 
whistle for you through the night ; because, by a night- 
light, that is by an education out of season, you delude 
him into the belief of an artificial day-light ; but, when 
he once flies into the open air, he will then only arrange 
his notes and sound them at the general break of day. ^ 

If we place ourselves on another eminence to con- 
template thence the directions, fears and demands oi 
teachers, we almost feel tempted to drive them down from 
their lofty position, especially because they, the educators, 
assume and presume so much; for they do not take an4 
set before them the great World-plan aS their school-plaa, 
nor the All-educator as an example to the poor hedse^ 
schoolmaster man, — ^but do so anxiously endeavour, with 
their narrow views, to assist the infinite Fedagogiarch 
(Prince of teachers) who permits sun to revolve round 
sun, and child round father, and so the child's and father's 
father are alike, — ^as if humanity, neglected for thousand^ 
of years, were laid before them, like warm wax, on which 
they had to impress their own individual induration, to 
pr >duce future indurations ; so that they might as te- 
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creators agreeably surprise the Creator with a living sea. 
and plaster cabinet of their coats of arms and heads. 
A long period, and here again a long period I 

§12. ^ 

None of all my hearers, of whom I am the nearest, car 
have forgotten that at the commencement I asked why 
tio much at present in Germany is written about educa- 
tion and grounded upon it, as I also myself intend to lay 
some printed ideas on the subject before the public. I 
answer, for this reason ; because by cultivation all 
humanity has become a speaking machine, and the flesh a 
word. The more education the more notions; the less 
action the more speech ; man is becoming a man by 
profession, as there were formerly Christians by profession; 
«nd the ear his senaorium commune. The beggar, for 
instance, passes by the great citizen unnoticed ; the one 
has fled from the other, not merely in deed, but beyond 
that, in woid : just as battles, pestilences and such like, 
pass over us only as gentle sounds. Therefore is poetry 
so beneficial as a counterbalance to civilisation, because it 
draws an artistic life round the thin shadows, and erects 
on the battle-field of mere sensuous views its own glorious 
visions. But as the German spends no time so willingly 
as a time for consideration — to the most important step he 
made, namely that into life, he took an eternity of con- 
sideration — ^he prefers steady, slow writing, to quick 
hither and thither roving speech ; unlike the Southerns, he 
is less a speech-loving than a writing-loving people, as his 
registries and book-shelves prove. "A word, a man,"* 
means now " black on white, a man." Writing and feict, 
or clothing and body, are now as distinct from one another 
as shoe and foot, which, as a measure, mean with us the 
same thing. It all depends on one little stroke whether 
Christ is God or not; namely, on the well-known passage, 
1 Tim. iii. 16, in the Alexandrine codex, where a little 
•stroke with the back of the pen changes OC [i.e. Os] into 

* A common proTerbial expression, signifying that no writtea 
oontiact is neoespary when a man has given his word.— Tb. 



CHAP. n.J LEVANA. 97 

©C (®€o^\ and upon an " Or " in the Carolina,* whether a 
man should be hanged or not. 

But now if the inner being of the cnltivated man is 
merely composed, like some drawings, of letters and words, 
then enough can never be said of and in education, since 
the consciousness of having separated the inner life into 
ideas, consequf^ntly into words, secures the certainty of 
being able again to re-construct it by means of the sepa- 
rated component parts, that is, by means of words ; in 
short, to educate through the means of speech, by the pen 
and the tongue. " Draw," said Donatello to the sculptors, 
" and you will be able to do the rest." " Speak," say we 
to teachers, " and you will show how to act.*' 

As every kind of existence only propagates itself by 
itself ; for example, deeds only by deeds, words by words, 
education by education ; we will, excellent fellow-labourers, 
cheer and strengthen ourselves in the hope that our teach- 
ing may spiritually reward us by the elevation of our 
pupils into teachers, who may hereafter speak more ex- 
tendedly with others ; and that our Johanneum-PauUinum 
may serve as an educational institution for many educa- 
tional institutions, while we send forth from our school- 
gates matured house-tutors, school-keepers and catechizers, 
to produce their equals in good school-houses, — not Cyruses, 
but Cyropedias and Cyropedagogiarchs. 



§ 13. 

I now turn to the most worshipful fathers of the city, 
our supporters and school-archs, not only with thanks, but 
also with entreaties. There remains, namely, in the most 
unpractical men and speakers a something harsh and real 
— it is called, harshly enough, Stomach — which, from 
selfishness, values in the tongue only its imports, not its 
exports. Enough ; every one possesses this member ; and 
it is this especially that makes us wish our school might 
be raised into a finance or industrial school for all those 
who receive their incomes from it, so that every one who 
as scholar subscribes to it may gladly again enter it in 

♦ Art. 159. 
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order to be paid as teacher. Moreover our scliool book- 
shop, less truly school-library, and our school-purse, yea 
and our school widow's fund, might be well supported; 
and so of -every thing else, for the only school sickness 
which teachers have is hunger, an evil for which the state 
should supply domestic means, or so called housekeeper's 
provision. 

But since all of us, especially as educators of youth, wish 
to live for something fairer and more enduring than our 
dinner of black soup, for which we must first all day long 
distribute whipping-soup, I venture, unabashed, to prefer 
the proud request ; That the desk from which the third 
master and music teacher, as well as myself, have to pro- 
pound the needful instruction, may be newly coloured, 
merely like a book or a Prussian post house, black and 
white ; and that the Lyceum may receive, if not the name 
Gymnasium, yet the epithet Royal, and that we may all, 
as far as possibles be addressed by the title of Professors. 
Perhaps the school friendship, which has hitherto con- 
fined itself to the scholars, might then be extended to the 
teachers. Fiat I — Dixi! 



§ 14. 

Scarcely had the author composed and delivered this 
inaugural discourse, than so much of a resignation speech 
was found in it, that a fair opportunity to deliver this 
also, and to explain himself more at large, was afibrded by 
his removal which occurred a few days afterwards. There- 
by he was placed in a position to take leave of his fellow- 
teachers as publicly as he had received his dismissal, and 
at the same time to choose as text for his short farewell 
discourse — The Educational Chair (which he mounted for 
ihe second and last time), and to impress upon them its 
importance. 
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CHAPTER m. 

IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION. 
§ 15. 

Most honoured brothers in office I In laying down my 
short-held office with a certain consoling consciousness 
that none of those intrusted to my charsce will ever stand 
foTth to reproach me with an erroneous plan of teaching, 
or with hours of instruction gossiped away, I can find no 
theme for a farewell more connected with liie subject than 
the consideration how deeply a good education penetrates 
into the heart of the age ; and I choose this the more readily, 
because it will give me an opportunity to place in a new 
light much that the day before yesterday was laid down 
by my predecessor in this desk, the deliverer of the in- 
augural discourse, — for here I do not venture to speak of 
myself in any other way since my dismissal. 

It shall only be proved that he advanced mere sophisms, 
which originally, according to Leibnitz, signified only exer- 
cises in wisdom. 

" For what other reason,*' he asks, " do men now write 
so much about education, than because," he answers, '* our 
whole existence has passed into words, and words so easily, 
by means of tongues and ears, into the soul." But is this, 
pray, anything different from what I myself maintain? 
We shall see. 

§16. 

No former age or people is to be compared with any 
since the invention of printing ; for since that time there 
have been no more isolated states, and consequently no 
isolated influence of the state on its component parts. 
Strangers and returned travellers, whom Lycurgus ex- 
cluded from his republic, like episodes and the intervention 
of gods from the dramatic imities, now traverse every 
country in the shape of cheap books and waste paper. No 
one is any longer alone, not even an island in the most 
distant sea ; thence oomes it that the political balance of 
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power of many states collected under one arm of the 
balance is now first mooted. Europe is an interlaced, 
mis-grown, banyan-forest round which the other quarters 
of the world creep, like parasitic plants, and nourish them- 
selves on its decayed parts. Books form a universal 
republic, a union of nations, or a society of Jesus, in a 
nobler sense, or a Himiane society, whereby a second or 
duplicate Europe arises ; which, like London, lies in 
several counties and districts. As now, on the one side, 
the book-pollen flying everywhere brings the disadvantage 
that no people can any longer produce a bed of flowers 
true and unspotted with foreign colours : — as now no state 
can be any longer formed purely, slowly, and by degrees 
from itself, but, like an Indian idol composed of different 
animals, must see the various members of the neighbouring 
states mingled with its growth ; — so, on the other side, 
through the CEcumenic Council of the book- world, the spirit 
of a provincial assembly can no longer slavishly enchain its 
people, and an invisible church frees it from the visible 
one. — And therefore we educate now with some hope for 
the age because we know that the spoken word of the 
German teacher is re-echoed by the printed page ; and that 
the citizen of the world, under the supervision of the 
universal republic, will not sink into the citizen of an 
injurious state, all the more because, though books may be 
dead yet glorified men, their pupils will ever hold them- 
selves as their living relatives. 

That the age writes so much on education shows at once 
its absence and the feeling of its importance. Only lost 
things are cried about the streets. The German state 
itself no longer educates sufficiently ; consequently the 
teacher should do it in the nursery, from the pulpit, and 
from the desk. The forcing-houses in Kome and Sparta are 
destroyed, — ^in Sinai and in the Arabian desert some few 
yet stand. The old circle, that the state should plan 
and direct the education, and this again act on that, has 
been very much rectified, or indeed squared, by the art 
of printing; for now men, elevated above all states, 
educate states ; dead men, for instance, like Plato ; just as 
in the deep old morning-world, according to the Saga, 
angels with glories wandered about, guided, like chilrlren. 
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the new men who had sprung out of the ruins, and, having 
ended their instruction, vanished into heaven. The earth, 
according to Zach's ingenious idea, has been formed from 
congregated moons ; one moon, striking on the American 
side, drove the deluge over the old world; the sharp- 
pointed, wildly-up-piled Switzerland is nothing more than 
a visible moon that once tumbled from its pure ether down 
to the earth, — and so there is in intellectual Europe, far 
more than in any age or (]juarter of the world not addicted 
to printing, a congregation of soul-worlds, or of world- 
souls, sent or fallen from heaven. The great man has now 
a higher throne, and his crown shines over a wider plain ; 
for he works not only by action, but also by writing, — not 
only by his word, but also, like thunder, by its echo. So 
one mind influences its neighbouring minds, and through 
them the masses. As many little ships draw a large one 
into harbour, so inferior minds bring the great one to shore 
that it may be unladen. 

§ 17. 

My predecessor, however, might grant or add much; 
namely, that if the great body of authors have gradually 
assumed the educational position once held by quacks and 
fortunetellers, the great advancing mass of the people, 
which so easily overpowers in its vast ocean the early 
teaching of childhood, has itself changed and increased. 
" Libraries, and two yearly book-fairs — ^not including the 
one of reprints at Frankfort — surpass, I should think, a 
few schoolbooks and their expounders," the deliverer of the 
add I ess might, and probably does, say. But a principal 
point here must not be overlooked. 

It is indubitable that everything impresses man either 
formingly or improvingly; so that, I think, not merely 
an assembly of people and of books, and great electric 
effusions in his heaven's equator discompose him, but also 
that damp weather unnerves him, — Whence it is certain that 
no man can take a walk without bringing home an in- 
fluence on his eternity ; every spur, every star of heaven 
and of knighthood, every beetle, every trip or touch of the 
hand as certainly engraves itself upon us, as the gentle 
dewdrop or the hanging of a mist affects the granite 
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mountains. But jnst as certainly, on the other hand, is 
this assertion necessary : " That the strength of every 
impression depends on onr condition yesterday, to-day, and 
to-morrow.*' For the human being assimilates more 
spiritual food the less he has hitherto received ; as he 
never grows more rapidly and disproportionately to the 
given nourishment than as foetus : but, after he has reached 
the point of satiety, he rejects so much that it is well 
the brief youth of the individual is compensated by the 
eternal youth of humanity, whose point of satiety is 
marked on a scale which takes centuries and natious for the 
fractions of its lines. 

On this account education is always counselled to do as 
much as possible during the first year of life ; for it can 
then effect more with half the power than it can in the 
eighth with double, when the sense of freedom is aroused, 
and all the conditions of being indefinitely multiplied. 
As farmers believe it most advantageous to sow in mist, 
so the first seeds of education should fall in the first and 
thickest mist of life. 

In the first place have regard to morality. The inner 
man is, like the negro, bom white and only coloured black 
by life. If in mature years great examples of moral worth 
pass by without influencing our course of life more than a 
flying comet does that of the earth, yet in the deep heart 
of childhood the first inner or outer object of love, injustice, 
&o., throws a shadow or a light immeasurably far along its 
years ; and as, according to the elder theologians, we only 
inherited Adam's first sin, not his other sins, since in one 
fall we copied every fall; so the first fall and the first 
flight influence us our whole life long. For in this early 
moment the Eternal works the second miracle ; the gift of 
life was the first. It is then that the God-man is con- 
ceived and bom of human nature ; that self-consciousness, 
whereby a responsible being first appears, may be boldly 
called a conscience and a God — and unblessed is the hour 
in which this growing human being finds no immaculate 
conception, but in the moment of birth the Saviour and 
his Judas meet. Too little attention has been paid to this 
one invaluable moment, its environments and its fruits. 
There are men who can remember far back to this bounding 
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hour of existence, in which their self-consciousnesB suddenly 
burst through the clouds like a sun, and wonderfully 
revealed a beaming universe. Life, especially moral life, 
has a flight, then a leap, then a step, then a halt ; each 
year renders a man less easy to convert, and a missionary 
can effect less on a wicked sexagenarian than an auto-da-fe. 

§18. 

What is true of the heart of the inner man is true also 
of his eye. If the former, like an ancient Christian church, 
must be turned towards the morning of childhood ; the 
latter, like a Grecian temple, receives its greatest light 
from the entrance and from above. For, in regard to 
intellectual education, the child walks hand in hand with 
a nature which never returns; this nature is hitherto a 
wintry desert full of spring buds: wherever a sunbeam 
strikes it (for all teaching is warming into life rather than 
sowing) there the green leaves burst forth, and the whole 
child's life consists of warm creation days. 

Two forces are at work: first, childlike trust, that 
imbibing power without which there could be no education 
and no language, but the child would resemble a bird 
taken too late from the nest, which must starve because it 
will not open its beak to the hand which brings its food 
But this tru8t shows itself only in tte minority, and sleeps 
in the mass of men and years. The second power is 
excitability. As in the physical, so in the spiritual child, 
it exists in the highest degree in the physical and spiritual 
morning of life, and decreases with age, until at last 
nothing in the empty world excites the worn-out man 
except the future. Then the whole universe may strive 
to press its marks upon the man, but on the hardened 
matter only weak impressions remain. The spirit of his 
age and nation must work imceasingly on the child : at 
first his only teachers are the age and nation. Moravians, 
Quakers, and especially Jews, give a direction to education 
which predominates over the surrounding dissimilar ages 
and people : and although even they are influenced by the 
spirit of the age and of the midtitude, yet it impresses them 
much more slightly than the masses who are differently 
educated. And however the spirit of the age may ma^^ 
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and turn the heart, that little world, yet, like all balls re- 
volving on themselves, it retains two innate, immoveable 
poles — the good and the bad. 

§ 19. 

Moreover, the whole mass of people does not, as my pre- 
decessor seems to assert, rush on the individual human 
being. Only some few in later as in early life afifect the 
formation of our characters ; the multitude passes by like 
a distant army. One friend, one teacher, one beloved, one 
club, one dining table, one work table, one house are, in 
our age, the nation and national spirit influencing the in- 
dividual, while the rest of the crowd passes him without 
leaving a trace behind. But when do individuals affect 
us so powerfully as in childhood ? or when so long — for in 
education, as in law*, lang means ten years — as in the first 
decade ? The waves of the ocean, besides, before reaching 
the child, break against four walls which encompass the 
water of his education or crystallisation : father, mother, 
brothers and sisters, and a few extra people are his forming 
world and mould. But, all this deducted, we must re- 
member in education that its power, like that of the spirit 
of the age, which must not be measured by individuals, 
but by the concentrated mass or majority, — must be judged 
not by the present, but by the future : a nation or century 
educated by the same method, presses down the balance 
quite differently from a casual individual. But we, as 
ever, desire that Fate, or the Time Spirit, should answer 
our inquiries by return of post. 

§20. 

I have in this manner, at least I hope so, laid my ovm 
opinion, as well as his, before my opponent and predecessor 
with a respect which is not so common among the learned 
body as many an opponent of an opponent believes. For 
the little that he adds about the absorption of the indi- 
vidual in the mass merits not contradiction but affirmation. 
The uniformity of the masses permits many iiTeguianties 

* Ixmgum tempus es' d3cem annorum. Somm, prompt 
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in the individual ; and althongli the tables of mortality 
are correct, no one hopes and fears only by them. On the 
globe itself mountains disappear, and from these at a 
distance, the stony path; but he who travels it sees it 
clearly enough And when the dear good man, along with 
his complaints of the ineffectiveness of good education, 
gives way to complaints of the influence of bad education, 
he then clearly proves by a capability to be ill-educated 
a capability to be well-educated ; and so education is to be 
reproached with no want but the want of correct tables of 
the perturbations of a little wandering star caused by the 
revolutions of other planets; and will we not readily 
concede this ? 

And now, worthy Schoolarchy, I should wish to know 
what fur ;her I have to say from this honourable place ? 
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SECOND FEAGMENT. 

Chap. L Spirit and Principle of Education, § 21—24. Chap. H. 
The Individuality of the Ideal Man, § 25—80. Chap. UL Go 
the Spirit of the Age, § 81—35. Chap. IV. Beligiona Education* 
§36—88. 



CHAPTER I. 

SPIRIT AND PRINCIPLE OF EDUCATION. 

§21. 

(Thb end desired must be known before the way. All 
means or arts of education will be, in the first instance, 
determined by the ideal or archetype we entertain of it. 
But there floats before common parents, instead of ono 
archetype, a whole picture cabinet of ideals, which they 
impart bit by bit and tattoo into their children. If the secret 
variances of a large class of ordinary fathers were brought 
to light, and laid down as a plan of studies, and reading 
catalogue for a moral education, they would run somewhat 
after this fashion : In the first hour pure morality must 
be read to the child, either by myself or the tutor : in the 
second mixed morality, or that which may be applied to 
one's own advantage : in the third, " do you not see that 
your father does so and so ? " in the fourth, ** you are little 
and this is only fit for grown up people " : in the fifth, 
" the chief matter is that you should succeed in the world 
and become something in the state " : in the sixth, " not 
the temporary but the eternal determines the worth of a 
man": in the seventh, "therefore rather suffer injustice 
and be kind '* : in the eighth, *' but defend yourself bravely 
if any one attack you "; in the ninth, " do not make such 
a noise, dear child *': in the tenth, " a boy must not sit so 
quiet": in the eleventh, "you, must obey your parents 
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better ": in the twelfth, " and educate yourself." So by 
the hourly change of his principles the father conoeals 
their untenableness and one-sidedness. As for his wife, she 
is neither like him, nor yet like that harlequin who came 
on to the stage with a bundle of papers under eacn arm, 
and answered to the inquiry what he had under his right 
arm, " orders/* and to what he had under his left, "counter- 
orders ; " but the mother might be much better compared 
to a giant Briareus, who had a hundred arms, and a 
bundle of papers under each. 

This government of the demi-gods, so frequently and so 
suddenly changed, proves clearly not only the absence, but 
also the necessity and the right of a superior god : for in 
the generality of souls the ideal, without which men would 
sink down into four-footed beasts, reveals itself rather by 
inner discord than unison, rather by judgments on others 
than on itself. But with children the result of this may 
be, and often has been, various and half-coloured pupils, 
whom (unless some rare peculiarity makes them hard and 
Uiuinjurable) the spirit of the age, or the accident of 
necessity and pleasure, can easily break with its wheel, or 
even twine round it. The majority of educated men are, 
therefore, at present Sn illumination which burns off by 
fits and starts in the rain, shining with interrupted forms 
and depicting broken characters. 

But the bad and impure spirits of educational systems 
are yet to be reduced into other divisions. Many parents 
educate their children only for themselves, — that is, to be 
pretty blocks, or soul-alarums, which are not set to move 
or sound when stillness is required. The child has merely 
to be that on which the teacher can sleep most softly, or 
drum most loudly ; who having something else to do and 
to enjoy, wishes to be spared the trouble of education, 
duly but most unreasonably expecting its fruits. Hence 
these dull sluggards are so often angry because the child 
is not at once cleverer, more consistent and gentler than 
themselves. Even zealous children's friends, like states- 
men, often resemble inflammable air, which, it is true, 
gives light itself, but in so doing extinguishes every 
other: at least a child must often be to them, what a 
favourite assistant must be to a minister, sometimes only 
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the hand which copies, sometimes a head which can work 
by itself. 

Belated to those teachers who wish to be machine- 
makers, are the educators for appearances and political 
nsefulness. Their maxims, thoroughly carried out, would 
only prodace pupils, or rather sucklings, passively obedient, 
boneless, well-trained, patient of all things — the thick, 
hard, human kernel would give place to the soft, sweet 
fruit-pidp — and the child's clod of earth, into which 
growing life should breathe a divine spirit, would be kept 
down and manured as though it were but a com field, — 
the edifice of the state would be inhabited by lifeless 
spinning machines, calculating machines, printing and 
pimiping apparatus, oil mills, and models for mills, pumps 
and spinning machines, &o. Instead of every child, bom 
without past and without future, beginning in the year one, 
and bringing with him a first new-year, the state, forsooth, 
must step into and usurp the place of a remote posterity, 
which alone could make him spiritually, as well as 
physically, young again, and substitute for him a system 
of teaching which only stops his wheels and surrounds 
them like hardened ice. 

Nevertheless the man comes before the citizen, and our 
fature, beyond the world as well as in our own minds, is 
greater than both : how then have parents, who in the 
child clothe and bind up the man into a servant,— for 
instance, into custom-house officers, kitchen-purveyors, 
jurists, &o. — obtained the right to multiply themselves 
otherwise than physically, instead of begetting spiritual 
embryos ? Can care of the body impart a. right of spiritual 
starvation, or of good-living such as the devil would pre- 
scribe a soul, since no body can outbalance, nay, not even 
balance, a soul ? The ancient German and Spartan custom 
of killing weak-bodied children is not much crueller than 
that of propagating weak-minded ones. 

§22. 

Usefulness to others is only separated from usefulness 
to one's self as dishonesty is from uncharitableness : both 
are united in self-love. Hedgerows and Hercules-pillars, 
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however perfect, are blameable as soon as they diminish 
the free world of a future man. If Mengs, by slavery of 
body and soul, made his son, Baphael Mengs, into a 
painter — according to Winckelmann the Grecian ptate only 
reached art through and for freedom — he did bux adopt 
the old Egyptian custom, that the son must follow the 
trade of his father, only in its higher branches. 

Much of this holds good with regard to domestic orphan- 
house chaplains, who transform the whole children's train- 
ing into a church-training and bible-institution, and make 
free, happy children into bowed-down cloister novices. 
For the human being is not formed to grow alt(jgether 
upwards, like plants and deer's horns ; nor yet altogether 
downwards, like feathers and teeth ; but like muscles, at 
both ends at once : so that Bacon's double motto for kings, 
" Eemember that thou art a man, remember that thou ait 
a god, or vice-god," may serve also for children ! 

Education can neither entirely consist oi* mere unfolding 
in general, or, as it is now better called, excitement — for 
every continued existence unfolds, and every bad educa- 
tion excites, just as oxygen positively irritates — nor in the 
unfolding of all the powers, because we can never act upon 
the whole amount of them at once ; as little as in the 
body susceptibility and spontaneity, or the muscular and 
nervous system, can be strengthened at the same time. 

§23. 

A purely negative education, such as that of Rousseau 
only seems to be, would at once contradict itself and 
reality as much as an organic living body full of powers 
of growth without means of excitement: even the few 
wild children who have been captured received a positive 
education from the raging and flying animals around them. 
A child's coffin only can represent a negative hedge-school, 
prince's school, and school-door. The purely natural man — 
whom Rousseau sometimes, indeed very often, confounds 
with the ideal man, because both are equally pure and 
distinct from the mere worldly man — grows entirely by 
excitement. Rousseau, in the first place, prefers arousing 
and influencing the child by things rather than by men, by 
impressions rather than by discourses ; and, in the second. 




110 JSAK PAUL FfilEDBlOH BICHTEB. [fBAG. IL 

reOommends a more healthy andusef^ series of excitements, 
'^^H^dlst his predecessors in teaching had hastened to use 
upon the susceptible nature of children the most powerfol 
excitements, such as God, Hell, and the Rod ! (hily give 
the souls of children free passage from the limhua * patrum et 
infantum and Nature, he seems to think, will unfold her- 
self. This, indeed, she does every where and at all times, 
but only in ages, countries and souls, which possess a 
marked individuality. 

§ 24. 

Perhaps we may find the centre and focus of these 
crossing lines and beams from this point of view: If a 
modem Greek, without any knowledge of the mighty past, 
were depicting the present condition of his enslaved race, 
he would find it approaching the highest step of civilisation, 
morality and other excellences, until a magic stroke 
revealed to his astonished eye Greece in the Persian war, 
or Athens in its glory, or fruitful Sparta, like an empire 
of the dead, like Elysian fields. What a difference in the 
same nation, vast as that between gods and men ! Never- 
theless, those gods are not genii, nor in any way exceptions, 
but a people, consequently the majority and average of 
talents. When in history we look round on the heights 
and mountain ranges where glorified nations dwell, and 
then down into the abysses where others lie enchained, we 
say to ourselves, — the heights that a multitude has reached 
thou also canst reach, if thou canst not descend into the 
depths. The spiritual existence that a nation, a majority 
of any people, has embodied and showed forth in glory, 
must dwell and breathe in every individual, else could he 
not recognise in it a kindred being. 

And so, indeed, it is. Every one of us has within him 
an ideal man which he strives, from his youth upwards, to 
cherish or to subdue. This holy Soul-spirit every one 
beholds most clearly in the blooming time of all his powers 
— in the season of youth. If only every one were distinctly 
conscious of what he once wished to become, of how differ- 
ent ar.d much nobler a path and goal his opening eye, 
compared with his fading one, beheld ! For if we believe 

* The place whither, acoordiog to an old Oatholiciam, unbaptised 
innooeQtB went afler life. 
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in any contemporaneous growth of the physical and 
spiritual man, we mnst also assume that the blooming 
season of both occurs simultaneously. Consequently, his 
own ideal being will appear most clearly to the man 
(though it be only in vague desires and dreams) in the 
full bloom of youth. And does not this show itself in the 
meanest soul which, though fallen during its pilgrimage 
through sensual and covetous affections, yet once attained 
a higher hope, and stood within the gates of heaven ? At 
a later period, in the multitude, the ideal being fades day 
by day, and the man becomes, sinking and overpowered, 
the mere present, a creature of necessity and neighbourhood. 
But the universal complaint, " What might I not have 
become!" confesses the present existence, or the past 
existence, of an older Adam in paradise, along with and 
before the old Adam. 

But the ideal man comes upon the earth as an anthro- 
polithe (a petrified man): to break this stony covering 
away from so many limbs that the rest can liberate them- 
selves ; this is, or should be. Education. 

The same normal being who, in every noble soul, remains 
as house tutor and silently teaches, should be outwardly 
manifested in the child, and make itself independent, free, 
and strong. But first of all we must discover what it 
is. The ideal man of P^n^lon — so fall of love and full 
of strength — the ideal man of Cato the younger — so fall of 
strength and full of love — could never exchange, or meta- 
morphose themselves into each other, without spiritual 
suicide. Consequently, education has in 



CHAPTER II. 

TO DISCOVER AND TO APPRECIATE THE INDIVIDUALITY OP THE 

IDEAL MAN. 

§25. 

Let a needful breathing space be granted here! In 
most languages, like a symbol, the adjective and verb 
'* good " and ** be " are irregular. Physical power expresses 
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its superfluity in the variety of genera ; hence the tem- 
perate zone maintains only 130 distinct quadrupeds, but 
the torrid 220. The higher kinds of life separate, according 
to Zimmermann, into more species ; thus, beyond the five 
hundred species of the mineral kingdom, lies the animal 
world with seven million. It is so with minds. Instead 
of the uniformity of savage nations in different ages and 
countries, for instance, of the American Indians a^id the 
ancient Germans, is seen the many-branched, varied forms 
of civilised people in the same climate and period : just as 
the art of gardening multiplies sorts of flowers in different 
colours ; or time separates a long strip of land in the ocean 
into islands. In so far a meaning may be attached to 
the saying of the schoolmen, that every angel is its own 
species. 

§26. 

Every educator, even the dullest, admits this, and 
imprints on his pupils this reverence for peculiarities, that 
is, for his own ; at the same time he labours industriously 
to secure this point — that each be nothing else than his 
own step-son or bastard self. He allows himself as much 
individuality as is necessary to eradicate that of others and 
plant his own in its stead. If, in general, every man is 
secretly his own copying machine which he applies to 
others, and if he willingly draws all into ghostly and 
spiritual relationship with Mmself as soul's cousins — as, for 
instance. Homer gladly converted the four quarters of the 
world into Homerides and Homerists, and Luther into 
Lutherans — ^much more will the teacher strive, in the 
defenceless, unformed souls of children, to impress and 
reproduce himself ; and the father of the body endeavour 
to be also the father of the spirit. God grant it may 
seldom succeed! And most fortunately it does not pros- 
per ! It is only mediocrity which supplants that of others 
by its own; that is, one imperceptible individuality by 
another equally imperceptible : hence the multitude of 
imitators. From a wood-cut some thousand impressions 
may easily be taken ; but from a copperplate only a tithe 
of that number. 

It were indeed to6 pitiable for Europe if it were 
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altogether sown with Tituses, as every Titns secretly 
wishes, or with Semproniuses, as the Semproninses desire! 
.What a thick, dead sea would be floating along from the 
usuriously-increasing resemblance of teachers and pupils I 

§27. 

As every teacher, even the rigidest, admits that he highly 
values two strongly marked individualities — ^namely, that 
before the deluge which formed his own, and that own 
itself — and regards them as the two mountain ranges 
which give birth to the streams bolow and the vales of 
Tempo ; and as, moreover, every self-taught man maintains 
that every thing remarkable in the world has been created 
by adding and subtracting, but not by transplanting, 
individualities, some other illusion than that of mere 
selfishness must be at the foundation of this disregard of 
the peculiarities of others. 

§ 28. 

It is, in truth, the excusable error that confuses the 
ideal with ideals; and which, had it lived during the 
week of creation, would have created all angels, all Eves, 
or all Adams. But although there is only one Spirit of 
Poetry, there are many different forms iu which it can in- 
corporate itself — comedies, tragedies, odes, and the thin 
wasp's body of the epigram ; so the same moral genius 
may become flesh — here as Socrates, there as Luther, here 
as Phocion, there as John. As no finite can truly reflect 
the infinite ideal, but only narrowly mirror it back in 
parts, such parts must necessarily be infinitely various; 
neither the dew-drop, nor the mirror, nor the ocean reflect 
the sun in all its greatness, but they each represent it round 
and bright. 

5 29. 

• I — God excepted, who is at once the great original I and 
Thou — is the noblest as well as the most incomprehensible 
thing which language expresses, or which we contemplate. 
It is there at once, like the whole world of truth and 
1. I 




114 JEAN PAUL FBIEDBICH RICHTEB. [fBAQ. H 

conscience, which, without J, is nothing. We must ascribe 
the same thing to God as to unconscious matter when we 
think of the being of the one, the existence of the other, 
A Beoond I is, in other respects, even more inconceivable to 
us than a first. 

Every J is a personal existence, consequently a spiritual 
individuality — for a bodily one is so extended that a 
portion of the sky, earth, city must belong to it as a body ; 
— this personal existence does not consist in Fichte*s theory 
of rendering the I objectively subjective, that is, in the 
change of the reflection of what was first mirrored, and 
which every where returning cuts off all number and 
time, so that nothing is explained by it, no reflection by its 
counter-reflection. Further, it does not consist in an acci- 
dental weighing backwards and forwards of single powers ; 
for, first, to every embodied army a governing and con- 
trolling master-spirit is indispensable ; and, secondly, all 
distinct forces in organic connection rise and fall with 
the weather-glass, age, &c., alongside the unchanging 
individuality. 

But it is an inner sense of all senses ; as feeling is the 
sense common to the four external senses. It is that in 
others on which our reliance, friendship or enmity rests, 
and is either an enduring inaptitude, or a capacity for the 
arts of poetry and thought. As the same incomprehensible 
organic unity, subjecting to itself disjointed matter, 
governs and acts differently in plants, in animals, and in 
their every variety, and multiplies itself in organic per- 
sonal existence, so also does the higher spiritual unity. 
The theological question of the schools whether the God- 
man might not have appeared as a woman, a brute animal, 
or a gourd, is symbolically affirmed by the infinite variety 
of ' individual existences in which the Divine Being 
manifests himself. It is that which unites all aesthetic, 
moral and intellectual powers into one soul ; and, like the 
material of light, itself invisible, gives and determines the 
many-coloured visible universe, whereby first that philo- 
sophical pole- word * practical reason, pure I * ceases only 
to stand in the zenith of heaven like a pole-star which 
marks no north, and consequently no quarter of the world. 

We should know better how to yalue and protect this 
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ispirit of life, this individuality, if it always stood forth as 
strongly as in the man of genius. For we all perceive 
how great a defeat of spirits would arise in a passive war 
of giants ; if, for instance, Kant, Kafifaelle, Mozart, Cato, 
Frederick the Great, Charles the Twelfth, Aristophanes, 
Swift, Tasso, and so forth, were all forced into the same 
press, and formed in the same mould. Even one man of 
genius, by the exchange and compensation of individual 
peculiarities, could only become another in a manner 
resembling the forcible union of two i)olypi. But if the 
primary faculty of an ordinary nature be broken, what 
can result from it but a perpetual confused wandering 
about itself — a half imitation arising in spite of. not out 
of, itself — a parasitical worm living on another being, the 
mimic of every new example, the slave of every master at 
his elbow ? If a human being be once thrown out of his 
own individuality into a foreign one, the centre of gravity 
that held together his whole inner world becomes moveable 
and wanders from spot to spot, and one oscillation passes 
into another. In the meantime the teacher has to 
separate from the individuality which he allows to grow 
another which he must either bend or guide ; the one is 
that of the head, the other that of the heart. Every 
intellectual peculiarity, be it mathematical, artistic, 
philosophical, is a beating heart, which all teaching and 
gifts only serve as conducting veins to fill with material 
for working and motion. At this exact point more weight 
may be added to the preponderating weight of natural 
disposition ; and the teacher must not give in the morning ^ 
of life a sleeping draught — say to peculiar talents for art. 
The moral nature, however, must be quite differently 
treated ; if that be melody, this is harmony : you must 
not enfeeble an Euler by engrafting on him a Petrarch, 
nor the latter by the former ; for no intellectual power can 
become too great, and no painter too gretit a painter. 
But every moral faculty needs to have its boundaries 
fixed in order to the cultivation of its balancing powers ; 
and Frederick the Great may take his flute, and jNapoleon 
his Ossian. Here, education may, for instance, deliver 
sermons on peace to the heroic character, and charge with 
electric thunder the^ disposition of a Siegwart. So oom 
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might— since, with girls, head and heart aro reciprocal— 
< frequently put a cooking spoon into the hand of the boy 
of genius, and into that of the little cook by birth some 
romantic feather from a poet's wing. For the rest let it 
^ be a law that, as every faculty is holy, none must be 
weakened in itself, but only have its opposing one aroused ; 
by which means it is added harmoniously to the whole. 

So, for instance, a weakly affectionate heart must not 
be hardened, but its sense of honour and purity must be 
strengthened; the daring spirit must not be rudely 
checked and made timid, but only taught to be loving and 
prudent. 

The conditions may now be required of me under which 
is to be formed the character of the child, and also that of 
the prize or ideal man into which he is to be fashioned. 
But for that purpose one book among the endless multitude 
of books would not serve ; moreover the books must possess 
the rare gift of being interpreters of the dreams and 
symbols of the closely-folded child's character ; which, in 
a child, who does not display everything matured as a 
grown-up man, but only budding, would be as difficult to 
discover as a butterfly in the chrysalis to all who are not 
Swammerdams. But alas I three things are very difficult 
to discover and to impart — to have a character — to draw 
one — to guess one. To ordinary teachers a naughty trick 
seems a wicked nature — a pimple or a pock-mark as parts 
of the countenance. 

If one must translate the prize and ideal man into words, 
one might perhaps sav, that it is the harmonious maximum 
of all individual qualities taken together, which, without 
regard to the resemblance of the harmony, is yet connected 
in all its different parts, as one tone in music is with 
another. Whosoever now, out of the musical ahcdefg, 
should change, for instance, a piece set in a to &, would 
injure the piece much, but not so much as a teacher, who 
would convert the ail-variously arranged natures of 
children into one imiform tone. 

§ 30. 

To elevate above the spirit of the age must be re* 
(garded as the end of education; and this must stand 




CHAP.mrj LEYAHA. 117 

clearly developed before ns ere we mark out the appointed 
road. The child is not to be educated for the present — for 
this is done without our aid unceasingly and powerfully — 
but for the remote future, and often in opposition to the 
immediate future. The spirit which is to be shunned 
must be known. Permit me then a 



THIED CHAPTEB, 

ON THE SPIRrr OF THB JLGE« 
§31. 

Yoa invoke the Spirit of the Age freely and boldly, but 
let it truly appear before us in your discourse, and do you 
answer ? Since time separates into ages, as the rainbow 
into falling drops, indicate the greieitness of the age of 
whose indwelling spirit you speak. Has it a century of 
duration; and by what chronology is it reckoned — the 
Jewish, the Christian, the Turkish, or the French ? Does 
not the expression " spirit of the century " easily escape the 
lips of a man because he, bom in a century and partly 
measuring one with his life, really means notning more by 
" age " than the little day-span which the eternal sun 
describes from the morning to the evening of his life ? — Or 
does the age extend from one great event (the Eeformation, 
for instance) to another, so that the spirit of the first 
vanishes as soon as the second is bom? And what re- 
volution will be considered by you the animating one of 
the age--^ philosophical, a monJ, a poetical, or a political 
one? 

Further : is not every spirit of the age less changing 
than flying, — ^indeed, already flown ; what might be more 
properly called the spirit of that immediately preceding? 
For its traces presuppose that it is already gone, conse- 
quently gone further. And only from lofty heights can the 
backward road be surveyed and the future estimated. 

But since the same period unfolds at the present time a 
totally different spirit in Saturn — ^in his satellites — b:. hift 
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nngs — ^npon all the oormtless worlds of the present ; and 
again in London, Paris, Warsaw ; and since it follows that 
the present moment of time must have a million different 
spirits of the age, — ^I wonld ask yon where the invoked 
spirit of the age is clearly manifested — in Germany, 
France, or where ? As, before, yon found it diflficnlt to 
mark ont its limits in time, so will you now to determine 
them in space. 

I partly spare yon the great question which concerns 
every one, yourself among the number, — ^how you, how all 
encircled in the same age, can raise yourselves so far above 
its waves as to be able to observe its course, not merely to 
feel its dark irresistible march ? And does not the stream 
which bears you lead into an ocean whose movements 
you cannot meastire because it has no shore ? 

§32. 

What we call spirit of the age our ancestors called the 
end of the world, the latest times, signs of th& last day, 
kingdom of the devil and of Antichrist. Mere melancholy 
names I No golden or innocent age ever called itself 
golden, but only expected one; and an age of lead 
expected one of arsenic : — only the past glitters, as ships 
occasionally draw after them a shining train. But the 
former interpretations of dreams and gazings into the 

Csent — ^would that some one would collect such a dream 
k of departed great spirits ! — teach us to mistrust those 
now made. If man, firom the observation of the three 
quarters of the globe, cotdd not prophetically construct the 
fourth from the combinations of matter, far less can ha 
divine a future from the more complicated ones of spirit. 
For man is feeble and poor : his star-reading of the future 
— a mere strengthening or weakening of the present — sees 
only a crescent moon in the sky, which waxes and wanes 
in unison with himself, but no sun. Every one regards 
his own life as the new-year's eve of time, and also, like 
the superstitious, his dreams, woven from memories, as 
prophecies for the year. Thence there always comes — 
not the foretold good or evil, nor yet its opposite, but 
something quite different, which receives the prox^heciea 
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and their objects as an ocean does the rivers, and resolves 
them into the circle of its waves. For, in the moment 
when you are prophesying in the desert, the fine seed- 
pollen of an oak falls upon the earth and, in a century, 
grows up to be a forest. How, indeed, could man 
accurately divine any approaching age without at the 
same time knowing and depicting all after times ? He, 
for instance, who, from the present course and position of 
the winds, clouds and planets during one academical half 
year, could accurately guess the weather of a second, 
might and must be able, from the data he had foretold, to 
decipher the third season's weather, and from that every 
succeeding one — supposing no intervention; — but there 
do always intervene comets, earthquakes, the clearing of 
forests, or the growth of new ones, and all the other 
power of the Almighty. In the same way, before the eye 
of the seer, one century after another must be produced in 
regular order, consequently thousands of years, and finally, 
the whole time which can dwell upon an earth ; supposing 
as has been already said, nothing intervenes. But, heavens ! 
What is there does not intervene I The prophet himself 
— and the freedom of the spiritual world — and the 
Almighty, who here withdraws and there sends forth 
spirits and suns. Thus it is that every one lives so 
completely in a spiritual twilight (a beautiful word for 
that dusky time of day) that God himself decides which o£ 
the two contending lights shall gain the victory by a new 
one from the sun or the moon, which men so frequently 
mistake the one for the other. 

§83. 

How, indeed, were this foregoing two-aud-thirtieth 
paragraph to be written or to be comprehended, if 
something more were not added about it ; namely, a three- 
and- thirtieth which follows after it? The older the 
world grows, the more complacently can it, and will it, 
adopt the prophesying character of an elder. From the 
fore-world a spirit speaks an ancient language to us, which 
we should not understand if it were not born with us. 
It is the Spirit of Eternity, which judges and overlooks 
every spirit of time. And what does it sajr of the preseat2 
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Very hard words: — It says that the age can now more 
easily raise up a great people than a great man ; because 
the powerful union springing from civilisation joins 
together the men of one spirit like the vapour-drops of a 
huge steam engine ; so that even war is now only a war- 
game between two living creatures. Something, it says, 
must have decayed in our age, for even the mighty 
earthquake of the Kevolution before which for centuries, 
as before a physical earthquake, an infinite multitude of 
worms had crept out of the ground and covered it, has 
produced and left behind it nothing greater than pretty 
wings on these said worms. The Spirit of Eternity, which 
judges the heart and the world, strongly declares what 
spirit is wanting to the present men inspired by the 
senses, to these fire- worshippers of the passions, — the Holy 
one of Him who is above the earth. The ruins of His 
temple sink lower and lower into the present earth* 
Prayer is thought to draw along with it the false lights 
of fanaticism. The apprehension and belief in what 
is beyond the world, which formerly extended its roots 
under the foulest ages, bear no fruits in our pure thin 
air. If, formerly, religion was in war, there is now no 
longer war in religion — there has grown for us out of 
the world a mighty edifice, out of ether a cloud, out 
of God a mere power, out of heaven a coffin ! 

At last the Spirit of Eternity holds up before us our 
shamelessness, by which we, in our darkness, have per- 
mitted to play, as a festive illumination, the flames of 
anger, love and desire, from which all religions, all 
ancient nations, all great men have held themselves aloof, 
or regarded with shame : and it says that we, living only 
in our hate and hunger, like other decaying corpses, 
only retain our teeth uninjured, the instruments both of 
revenge and enjoyment. Passion belongs of right to the 
sickness of the age ; nowhere is found so much impatience, 
carelessness, indulgence towards self and unrelenting 
selfishness towards others as on the sick-bed. Now this 
century lies upon a sick bed. As among the Spartans 
the men cut away a full prominent breast as something 
womanish,* so is the same thing done now in spiritual 

* In Bus^ia in former times it wbb the fashion for men to staff oat 
their clothing into large false fareasta. 
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matters under the same pretext ; and the heart must be as 
hard as the cavity of the chest above it. Finally, there 
are some very cultivated men who split themselves in 
opposite directions towards heaven and hell, as a sala- 
mander cut in two runs forward with its front, backwards 
with its hind part. 

§ 34. 

So speaks the severe spirit within us, the Eternal one ; 
but it becomes milder if we hear it to the end. Every 
heartfelt lamentation and weeping over any age points, 
like a spring on a mountain, to some higher mountain or 
peak : only those nations remain sunk in their lethargy 
who go in the same dull path from age to age, not lament- 
ing over themselves but over others : and those who suffer 
from the mental falling-sickness of the French philosophy 
have, like bodily epileptics, no consciousness of their malady, 
but only pride in their strength. Sorrow of the spirit (as ' 
Night, according to the Greeks) is the mother of gods ; 
though that of the body is a dark mist bringing poison 
and death. The bold and soaring thought of the Talmud- 
ists — that even God prays; like that of the Greeks, that 
Jupiter was subject to Fate — receives a meaning from the 
lofty though often conquered longings of the soul, which 
the infinite himself has planted within us. 

One religion after another fades away, but the religious » 
sense, which created them all, can never become dead to 
humanity : consequently, it will only manifest and lead 
its future life in more purified forms. The saying of 
Tyrtasus,* that God, in the commencement, appeared to 
men in their own likeness, then as a voice, and afterwards 
only in dreams and by inspiration (or spiritual illumina- 
tion), has a beautiful signification for ours, and all future 
ages, if by dream we understand poetry, and by illumina- 
tion, philosophy. So long as the word God endures in a * 
language so long will it direct the eyes ot* men upwards. 
It is with the Eternal as with the sun, which, if but its 
smallest part can shine un-eclipsed, prolongs the day and 
gives its rounded image in the dark chamber. Even in 
France, which could for a short time observe a total eclipse 

* Tyrtseus de Apparitione Dei, o. 17. 
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of the BTin, arose a Chateaubriand, a St. Martin and his 
admirers, and other kindred spirits. Our present age is 
' indeed a criticising and a critical one, wavering between 
the desire and the inability to believe, — a chaos of timeg 
struggling against one another : but even a chaotic world 
must have a centre, revolution round that point, and an 
atmosphere ; there is no such thing as mere disorder and 
confusion, but even that presupposes its opposite in order 
to begin. The present religious wars on paper and in 
the brain — very different from former ones, which were 
tempests full of heat, rage, devastation and fertilisation — 
rather resemble the northern lights (thunder and light- 
ning of the higher and colder quarters of the sky) full of 
noisy lights without blows, full of strange shapes and full 
of frost, without rain and in the night. Does not in fact, 
the bold self-consciousness — the life of this age — extend 
still further the original character of man and mind ! 
And can the character of men, the mental waking, ever 
be too much awake ? At present it is only not sufficiently 
so ; for an object is necessary to reflection, as its absence 
is to thoughtlessness ; and the common minds of the age 
are too impoverished to give a rich field to reflection. But 
there is one strange, ever-returning spectacle : That every 
age has regarded the dawning of new light as the fire-de- 
stroyer of morality ; while that very age itself, with heart 
\ininjured, finds itself raised one degree of light above the 
preceding ! Is it, perhaps, that as light travels faster than 
heat, and as it is more easy to work upon the head than 
on the heart, the burst of light, by its suddenness, always 
appears inimical to the unprepared heart ? 

To the present age is ascribed productiveness and 
changeableness of opinions, and at the same time indifference 
to opinions. But that cannot arise from this : no man in 
all corrupted Europe can be indifferent to truth as such ; 
for it, in the last resort, decides upon his life ; but every 
one is at last become cold and shy towards the erring 
teachers and preachers of truth. Take the hardest heart 
and brain which withers away in any capital city, and 
only give him the certainty that the spirit which ap- 
proaches brings down from eternity the key which opens 
and shuts the so weighty gat-es of his life- prison of death, 
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and of heaven, — and the dried-np worldly man so long b^ 
he has a care or a wish, must seek for a truth which can 
reveal to him that spirit. 

The present march of light indicates anything rather 
than standing still ; and it is only this which begets and 
immortalizes poison, as it is on stagnant air that tempests 
and whirlwinds break. Certainly we are very little able 
to determine in what manner a brighter age than that wel 
have experienced will be educed from the present troublous 
fermentation. Every varied age, — and therefore our own, 
— is only a spiritual climate for an approaching spiritual 
seed ; but we do not know what foreign seed heaven will 
oast into it. 

Every sin appears new and near, as in painting blaxjk 
stands out most strongly ; man is readily accustomed to 
the repetition of love, but not to the repetition of injustice. 
Thence every one regards his own age as morally woi-BO, 
and intellectually better than it really is; for in scienoe 
the new is an advance ; but in morals the new, as a contra- 
diction to our inner ideals and our historic idols, is ever a 
retrogression. As the errors of nations in past ages, unlike 
decorative paintings, seem very distorted and shapeless, 
because distance hides from us their finer and true com- 
pleteness ; so, on the other sid^, the black sin-stains of the 
past, of the Eoman and Spartan for example, show softened 
and rounded, and, as on a moon, the high rugged shadow nf 
the past falls round and transparent on the present. Fop 
instance, if men estimate the worth of the age after a war,. 
that most ancient barbarism of humanity, and especially 
after the bad innovations consequent upon it, then the 
spirit of the age rises before this touch of death in frightful 
illumination and distortion. But war, as the general storm 
in the moral world, and the tongue and heart-confusing 
Babel of the physical world, had in every age repeated 
injustices which only appeared new because each had heard 
from the preceding age nothing save the number of the 
vanquished armies and towns; but experienced in itself 
the sufferings. On the contrary, our age has, more than 
any other, besides a certain humanity of war in respect to 
life, also a growing insight into its unlawfulness. 
. Among nations the head has at all times preceded the 
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heart by centuries, as in the slave trade ; yes, by thousands 
of years, as will perhaps be the case in war. 

§ 35, 

Since modes of life beget modes of thought, and opinions 
actions, and head and heart, spiritually as well as 
physically, mutually improve or injure each other, so has 
fate, when both are to be healed at once, only one cure, and 
that a long one ; the harsh viper-like cure of affliction. If 
sorrow purify men, why not nations ? Certainly, and it 
is for this reason that men perceive it less, if wounds and 
fast-days improve the one, battle-fields and centuries of 
penance do the other, and generations must sink sadly and 
sorrowfully to destruction. Not by a splendid martial 
fiineral with firing of cannon, but by a battle of the 
elements, is the sky made blue and the earth fruitful. At 
the same time in history, as in the almanac, the thick dull 
St. Thomas's day is shorter than the bright warm St. 
John's day, although both conduct into new seasons of the 
year. 

, But until, and in order that our children and children's 
children may pass through the winter centuries, this it is 
that nearly affects us and education. We must meet the 
great entanglement by partial unravellings. The child 
must be armed against the future ; yes, even against the 
close pressing present, with a counterbalancing weight of 
three powers against the three weaknesses of the will, of 
love, and of religion. Our age has only a passionate power 
of desire, like the brute, the madman, the sick, and each 
weakest thing; but not that energy of will which was most 
nobly displayed in Sparta and Eome — in the Stoa, and 
in the early Church. And now the arts, as the state 
formerly did, must harden the young spirit and suMuo 
the will. The uniform colour of a stoic oneness must 
extinguish the vulgar praise of the various tiger-spots and 
serpent brilliancy of passionate agitation ; the girl and the 
boy must learn that there is something in the ocean higher 
than its waves ; namely, a Christ who calls upon them. 

When the stoic energy of will is formed, there is then 
a loving spirit made free. Fear is more egoistic than 
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courage because it is more needy ; the ezanstixig parasitical 
plants of selfishness only attach themselves to decayed 
trunks. But power kills what is feeble, as strong 
decoction of quassia kills flies. If man, created more for 
love than for opposition, can only attain a free clear space, 
he possesses love ; and that is love of the strongest kind, 
which builds on rocks, not on waves. Let the bodily heart 
be the pattern of the spiritual ; easily injured, sensitive, 
lively, and warm, but yet a tough free-beating muscle 
behind the lattice work of bones, and its tender nerves 
are difficult to find. 

As there is no contest about the nature of power and 
love, but only about the ways to attain them (these, 
however, penetrate deep into the matter) ; but as about 
religion, on the contrary, the doubts of many must first 
be solved as to whether there be only one, and whether 
different paths lead to it ; so the third point, according to 
which the child is to be educated against the age, must aim 
at placing before the soul first, not the means, but the 
right to educate religiously. Power and love are two 
opposing forces of the inner man; but religion is the 
equal union of both, the man within the man. 



CHAPTEK IV. 

RZLIGIOUS EDUCATION. 



§ 36. 

Religion is now no longer a national, but a household 
goddess. Our little age is a magnifying glass, through 
which, as is well known, the exalted appears flat and 
level. Since we now send all our children out into a town- 
like futurity, in which the broken church bells only dully 
call the populous market place to the silent church, we 
must, more anxiously then ever, seek to give them a house 
of prayer in the heart, and folded hands, and humility 
before the invisible world, if we believe in a religion and 
distinguish it from morality, . .. j 
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The history of nations determines that there is this 
separation. There have been many religions, but there is 
only one code of morals ; in those a god has always become 
a man, and, therefore, been concealed under many folds ; 
in this a man has become God, and been clearly manifested. 

' The middle ages had, along with moral churchyards full 
of dead bodies and rank vegetation, full of cruelty and 
lust, also churches and spires for the religious sentiment. 
In our times, on the contrary, the sacred groves of religion 
are cleared and trodden down, and the public roads of 
morality made straighter and more sure. Ah! a con- 
temporaneous decline of religion and morality would be 
too sad I The age will conceal the departure of me sense 
for the heavenly by the greater sharpness and severity 
of that for the moral ; and at least by small, delicate, and 
therefore more numerous sides, acquire a moral breadth. 

• As men in towns, where they cannot build in width build 
in height, so we, reversing the matter, build in width 
instead of in height ; more over the earth than into the 
sky. We may trily say that France, in general, with its 
chemical, physical, mathematical and warlike noon-day 
lights, can hardly behold in the starry heaven of religion 
more than a last shadowy quarter of the moon, resembling 
rather a cloud than a star ; whilst in England and 
Germany religion is still at least oeen as a distant milky- 
way, and on paper as a star chart ; but one could not, 
wiibout injustice, describe the religious difference of these 
countries as a moral one. Was, therefore, and is Stoicism, 
this noble son of morality, as love is its daughter, in and 
by itself religion ? If the difference between religion and 
morality were not founded on something true, it were in- 
comprehensible how so many fanatical sects of the early 
and later centuries — for instance, the Quietists — could have 
arrived at the illusive belief that in the inmost enthusiastic 
love of God enduring sinfulness consumes itself, so that 
•none remains as it does in the worldly man. It is true 
* that religiousness, in its highest degree, is identical with 
morality, and this with ^hat ; but that equally pertains 
to the highest degree of every power; and every sun 
wanders only through the heavenly ether. All that is 
diTine must as certainly meet and unite with morality, a« 
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Bcienoe and art ; so that in every soul resoned from dn 
there must as certainly be religious Tabors as there are 
hills in the crater of Etna. 

It must be understood that we do not here speak of that 
beggar religion which only prays and sings before the 
gates of heaven until the reter's pence are bestowed 
upon it. 

§37. 

What then is Religion? Prayerfully pronounce the 
answer. The Belief in God. It is not only a sense for 
the holy, and a belief in the invisible, but a presentiment 
of it, without which no kingdom of the incomprehensible 
were conceivable. Efface God from the heart, and every- 
thing which lies above or below the earth is only a recur- 
ring enlargement of it ; that which is above the earth 
would become only a higher grade of mechanism and, 
consequently, earthly. 

If the question be put. What do you mean by the word 
God? I will let an old German, Sebastian Frank,* 
answer : " God is an unutterable sigh lyiiig in the depthis 
of the soul." A beautiful, profound saying I But as tb^ 
unutterable dwells in every soul, it must be manifested to 
every stranger by words. Let me give to the God-fearing 
Spirit of every age the words of our times, and listen to 
what it says of religion. 

** Religion is, in the beginning, the learning of God ; — 
hence the great name Divine, one learned about God — 
truly religion is the blessedness arising from a knowledge 
of God. Without God we are lonely throughout eternity ; 
but if we have God we are more warmly, more intimately, 
more steadfastly united than by friendship and love. I am 
then no longer alone with my spirit. Its great first Friend, 
the Everlasting, whom it recognises, the inborn Friend of 
its innermost soul will abandon it as little as it can do 
itself, and in the midst of the impure or empty whirl of 
trifles and of sins, on the market-place and the battle* 
field, I stand with closed breast in which the Almighty 
and All-holy speaks to me, and reposes before me like a 
near sun, behind which the outer world lies in darkness. 

* " Zinkrefe der Teutsoben Bcharp&innige kluge Spriiehe/* 16881 
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I have entered into His church, the temple of the universe, 
and remain therein blessed, devout, pious, even if the 
temple should become dark, or cold, or undermined by 
graves. What 1 do, or suiBfer, is no sacrifice for Him, it 
counts as little as one made to myself ; I love Him whether 
I sufier or not. The flame from heaven falls on the altar 
of sacrifice and consumes the beast, but the flame and the 
priest remain. If my great Friend demand something 
from me the heaven and the earth seem glorious to me, and 
I am happy as He is ; if He deny me anything, it is a 
storm en the ocean, but it is spanned by rainbows, and I 
recognise above it the kindly sun which has no tempestuous 
sides, but only sunshiny ones. A code of morality only 
rules bad, unloving souls, in order that they may first 
become better and afterwards good. But the loving con- 
templation of the soul's first Friend, who abundantly 
animates those laws, banishes not merely the bad thoughts 
which conquer, but those also which tempt. As the eagle 
flies high above the highest mountains, so does true love 
above struggling duty. 

" Where religion is, there both men, and beasts, and the 
whole world are loved. Every being is a moving temple 
of the Infinite. Everything earthly purifies and suns 
itself in the thought of Him; only one earthly thing 
remains darkly existent, sin, the true annihilation of the 
soul ; or the unceasing Tantalus, Satan. 

** One may with some right speak to others about that 
of which one never speaks to oneself: for within me He is 
so near me that I can with difficulty separate His word 
tad mine ; for from the second self my own is reflected, 
and I only find Him who illumines myself as well as the 
dew-drop. 

** But if it be no error to believe all this, how wilt Thou, 
O God I appear to those who have overcome the agitations 
of life in the one still hour of death ; then, when world 
after world, human being after human being, has dis- 
lappeared, and nothing but the Eternal remains with the 
mortal-immortal ? He who brings God with him into the 
last darkest night cannot know what it is to die ; for he 
beholds the Eternal Star in the boundless distance.*' 

If you do not believe that religion Is the poetry of 
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morality, the lofty, nay, the loftiest, style of life, think 
less of the mystic enthusiasts, who, as despisers of the 
doctrine of happiness, were willing to be damned if but 
the love of God remained within them, than of F^nelon : 
could you be purer, more steadfast, richer, more self-sacri- 
ficing, or more blessed than he, at once child, woman, man, 
and angel ? 

§38. 

Tlow then is the child to be led into the new world of 
religion ? Not by arguments. P^very step of finite know- ' 
ledge can be reached by learning and perseverance; but 
the Infinite, which supports the end of those steps, can 
only be seen at a glance, not reached by counting; we 
arrive there by wings, not by steps. To prove, as to 
doubt, the existence of God, is to prove or to doubt the 
existence of existence. The soul seeks its Original — not 
merely an original world near the present one — that 
freedom from which finite existence received its laws : but 
it could not seek if it did not know and did not possess. 
The greatness of religion is not confined to one opinion, it 
extends over the whole man ; as greatness, of whatever 
kind, resembles the rock-bound mountains, one of which is 
never found alone in a level plain, but rises up among 
neighbouring heights and extends into a mountain range. 

As there is no corporeal world without a spiritual soul 
(or no resurrection-ashes without a phoenix), so there is 
no soul or spiritual world without God ; just as in the 
same way there is no fate without a Providence 

1 he purest distinction of man from the lower animals « 
in neither reflection nor morality ; for sparks at least of 
*hese stars shine in the ranks of the brute creation ; but 
religion, which is neither merely opinion nor disposition, 
but the heart of the inner man, and therefore the ground- 
work of the rest. In the middle ages, so dark for other 
knowledge, religion, like the sky at night, hung nearer to 
the earth and extended brightly over it ; whereas, to us, God 
like the sun in the da3^-time, seems only like the key-stoiie 
of the arch of heaven. The old chronicler introduces 
bloody rain — monsters — fights of birds — children's ganibt) 
-- ili^litb of locusts — yes, even sudden deaths — among the 

I. K 
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great events of the world, as important signs, as the smoke 
clouds of an impending war ; and war, a still more impor- 
tant sign, had, as a judgment upon sin, its heavenly as 
well as its earthly origin. At the same time this paral- 
lelism, or rather predetermined harmony between earth and 
heaven, was at least more consistent than the new physical 
influence which allows not the day watch of one man but 
the thousand-yeared watch of the history of the world to 
be fixed by a God, resembling a theatrical one, only that 
he is not a mock sun, but a real sun ; as if the difference 
between the earthly and the heavenly rested only on 
degrees of greatness ; and as if the admission or exclusion 
of the Infinite did not equally apply to the whole of the 
finite universe and to its smallest part ! 

He who possesses religion finds a Providence not more 
truly in the history of the world than in his own family 
history : the rainbow, which hangs a glittering circle in 
the heights of heaven, is also formed by the same sun in 
the dew-drop of a lowly flower. The diffident modesty of 
present individuals who prefer leaving the care of them- 
selves to blind fate, rather than to watchful Providence, 
testifies less to unbelief and self-depreciation than to the 
consciousness of not believing and acting piously. 

Herder proves that all nations have received writing 
and their earliest forms of civilisation from the teachingp. 
of religion ; but does he not thereby prove something 
further ? — namely, this : That in nations and consequently 
in men, the ideal is older than the real ? — that so the child 
is nearer the highest than the lowest, for that lies in him ; 
and that we reckon time by the stars and the sun earlier 
than by the town clock ; and that the Godhead, as once 
in paradise, so now in the desert, impresses His image on 
man before he can discolour it, and so afterwards he can 
never lose or be without it ? Every thing holy is before 
what is unholy ; guilt presupposes innocence, not the 
reverse ; angels, but not fallen ones, were created. Hence 
man does not properly rise to the highest, but first sinks 
gradually down from it, and then afterwards rises again : 
a child can never be considered too innocent and good. It 
is thus that the Infinite Being appears to nations and in- 
dividuals earlier than the finite, yea than infinite space . 
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as the almighty power of young nature produced, acoordinjj; 
to Schelling, the fixed suns earlier than the worlds whi('l) 
roll round them. If a whole system of religious meta- 
physics did not dreamingly sleep within the child, how 
could the mental contemplation of infinity, God, eternity, 
holiness, <&c., be imparted to him, since we cannot com- 
municate it by outward means, and indeed have nothing 
for that purpose but words, which have not the power of 
creating, but only of arousing ? The dying and the faint- 
ing hear inward music which no outward object gives; 
and ideas are such inward tones.* In general even the 
questions, that is the objects of proper metaphysics, are 
among children, as among the uneducated classes, much 
more active and common than one supposes, only under 
different names ; and the four-year old child will ask, what 
lies behind the curtains of the hidden world, whence is the 
origin of God? &c. For instance, in children talking 
together, the author heard his five-year old boy philosophise 
and say, " God has made every thing, so if one offers Him 
any thing He has made it ; " whereupon his four-year old 
sister said, "He makes nothing;" and he answered, "He 
makes nothing, because He has made it." A gain ; the 
seven-year old sister maintained, if the soul in the head 
had another set of arms, legs and a head, another soul 
must dwell in that, and this again would have a head, and 
so on for ever.f 

If Kousseau give up God, and consequently religion, as 
the late inheritance of a matured age, he can, except in 
the case of great souls, expect no more religious inspiration 
and love than a Parisian father, who, after the fashion of 
some nations, never sees his son till he no longer needs a 
father, can expect filial affection.} When, indeed, could 

* So the fear of pjhosts, this unceasins: dread, which without any 
outward cause — by thsit only corporeal fear U produced— obtains the 
mastery, and makes men stiff and cold. 

t While writing this, the above mentioned four, now six-year old 
3hild said, ** Counting has a one and begins, and what begins mn>-t also 
leave off." At lust she showed me a stick and a^ked — ** Does it not leave 
off on all sides?" 

X At least Mercier says that the fashionable Parisians, even the 
women, do not see their children, who are brought up in tl e country 
uutil they aie fully grown. 

K 2 
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the Most Holy take deeper root than in the m Dst holy age 
of innocence, or that which shall have eternal influence, 
than in the age which never forgets ' Not the clouds of 
the fore or afternoon, but the overcast or blue sky of the 
morning, decides upon the fairness of the day. 

Hut as the first rule to be observed by any one who will 
give something is, that he must himself have it; so it is 
. ti'ue, that no one can teach religion who has it not : 
mature hypocrisy, or lip -religion, can beget nothing but 
immature ; such a mock-sun can neither warm nor give 
light, and an acoustic deception returns every optic one. 
He who has no God in heaven and in his own heart can, 
without immorality, believe himself bound by no morality- 
V though perhaps for the sake of utility) to implant in his 
children a nothing which he has already torn from himself 
and which he afterwards intends to eradicate from them. 
But, properly, neither belief in the morality of a religious 
lie, nor in its political advantages, sows deceit in the 
trusting open heart of childhood; that is only done by 
the selfish weakness which willingly makes terms at once 
with God and the devil ; that anjumentum a tuto * (a keeping 
open of a back-door into heaven, worthy, but for its wound- 
ing of reason and morality, of a very opposite name) does 
not rank, thank God ! among the sins of our age. 
. The younger a child is the less let him hear the Un- 
speakable named, who only by a word becomes to him the 
speakable : but let him behold His symbols. The sublime 
is the temple step of religion, as the stars are of immeasur- 
able space. When what is mighty appears in nature — 
• a storm, thunder, the starry firmament, death — then utter 
the word God before the child. A great misfortune, a 
great blessing, a great crime, a noble action, are building 
sites for a child's church. 

►"Show every where to the child, as well as on the borders 
of the holy land of religion, devotional and holy sentiments ; 
these pass over and at last unveil for him the object ; just 
as if you are alarmed he is so too, without knowing why. 
Kewton, who uncovered his head when the Greatest Name 
was uttered, would have been, without saying a word, a 
t'L-acher of religion to children. Not with them, but only 

* i hsr- ISalety a:id Exigency Ci-eed. 
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before them, should you pray your own prayers, tliat is, 
think aloud of God ; but their own you should pray with 
them. A stated exaltation and emotion is a desecrated one. 
'i'he prayers of children are empty and cold, and are in 
fact only remains of the Jewish-Christian belief in 
sacrifices which will reconcile and win the favour of (lod 
by means of innocent beings, not of innocence ; and the 
child secretly regards the God whom you give him by word 
of mouth as the Kamtschatkadale and every savage 
does his. A grace before meat must make every child 
deceitful. As he grows older let a day of prayer, or of 
any religious observances, become more rare, but on 
that account more solemn ; what the first affecting Lord's 
Supper is to the child, that let every hour be in which you 
consecrate his heart to religion. Let children go to 
church but rarely, for you might as well take them to hear 
an oratorio of Klopstock or of Handel, as that of the 
church ; but when you do take them, impress on them 
the value of a sympathy with the devotional sentiments of 
their parents. Lideed, I would rather — since as yet there 
is no special public worship of God and no special preachers 
for chfldren — you should lead them on the great days 
of the seasons, or of human life, merely into the empty 
temple, and show them the holy place of their elders. If you 
add to that, twilight, night, the organ, singing, a father's 
preaching, you will at least leave behind on the young 
heart more religious consecration by that one church-going 
than you could on an old one by a whole year of church- 
attending. After these considerations it makes one's heart 
ache to think of that already nearly abandoned custom, 
which some however kindly wish back,* I mean that of 
setting the children and young people to take down the 
sermon, at least an outline of it, in church and afterwards 
to write it out fully at home or at school. Although this 
nearly borders on jest, we will ask in earnest, whether this 
must not convert the religious sincerity of fellow-feeling 
into a mere anatomy and skeleton, and draw down what 
is holy and the aspiration of the heart into a means of 
exercising the understanding, and hold every emotion at a 

* Professor Petri in the new "Blbliothek fiir Padaji^ogik," &\ 
July, 1811, who appt-ald to lle.nliard'd Youtliful example t..ereaneut 
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distance because feeling might hinder writing ? It were, 
♦ I erhaps, something about as good if a young woman made 
'i short pragmatic abstract of her lover's declaration of 
Jove; or a soldier, of the fiery speech of his leader before 
oattle ; or an evangelist, a neat exposition of Christ's 
sermon on the mount with all its subdivisions. When 
teachers thus convert all the highest ends into new means 
and ways, that is to say backways, do they not spiritually 
use spiritual things, as the modem Komans really do 
triumphal arches and temples of Jupiter, which they 
degrade into wash-houses ? 
' For the poor children of the people, whose parents are 
still pupils of the Sunday, and for whom, as a ^et-off to the 
deep desert of the week, a raising hand must not fail to 
lift them out of their low cloudy heaven, is a public 
church service more necessary than for the children of the 
upper classes. The church walls, the pulpit, the organ, 
are to them the symbols of the Divine ; and as a symbol 
it is indifferent whether it be the village church or the 
temple of nature. And do we ourselves know where, or if 
ever, the Unsearchable can terminate the ascending scale 
of His symbols ? Does not the higher spirit require again 
a higher symbol ? 

Let the eye of the pupil, even where he only sees outer 
walls and forms, yet every where gaze into the Holy ut 
Holies of religion, which the church-goer must bring 
with him into the church as the temple-court of the 
heart. Let every foreign exercise of religion, and every 
outward preparation for it. be as holy to him as his own. 
/• Let the Protestant child h "^Id the Catholic saints' images 
by the road-side to be as worthy of reverence as the 
ancient oak-forests of his forefathers ; let him receive 
different religions as lovingly as different languages, in 
which but one spirit of humanity is expressed. Every 
genius is all-powerful in his own language, every heart 
in its own religion, 
r But let not fear create the God of childhood : fear was 
itself created by a wicked spirit ; shall the devil become 
the grandfather of God ? 

He who seeks something higher in its own nature, not 
merely in degree, than Avhat life can give or take away, 
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that man has religion, though he only believe in infinity, 
not in the Infinite, only in eternity, without an Eternal ; 
as if, in opposition to other artists, he did not paint the 
sun with a human countenance, but rounded off this to 
resemble the former. For he who regards all life as holy • 
and wonderful, whether it dwell in animals, or, still 
lower, in plants ; he who, like Spinoza, by means of his 
noble soul floats and rests less upon steps and heights 
than upon wings, whence the surrounding universe — the 
stationary and that moving by law — changes into one 
immense Light, Life and Being, and surrounds him, so 
that he feels absorbed in the great light and wishes to be 
nothing but a ray in the immeasurable splendour ; such a 
man has, and consequently imparts, religion; since the 
highest ever reflects and paints the highest, even though 
formless, behind the eye. 

True unbelief relates to no individual propositions, or 
counter-propositions, but to blindness towards the whole. 
Excite in the child the all-powerful perception of the 
whole, in opposition to the selfish perception of the parts, 
and then you raise the man above the world, the eternal 
above the transitory. Place in the child's liand our 
religious book; but do not give the explanation after, 
but before the reading, so that the strange form may 
enter the young soul as something entire. Why should 
misunderstanding be the precursor of understanding? 
Without wonder there is no faith ; and the belief in the 
marvellous is itself an inward faith. You must impart a 
sun-beam of its origin to every thing great which comes 
before you, — to genius, to love, to every power; only 
things weak and curved consist of steps, stairs and 
torture-ladders; the true ladder of heaven has no steps. 
At least two miracles, or revelations, remain for you 
uncontested in this age which deadens sound with un- 
reverberating materials; they resemble an Old and a New 
Testament, and are these — the birth of finite being, and 
the birth of life within the hard wood of matter. For in 
one inexplicable thing every other is involved, and one 
miracle annihilates the whole philosophy. Consequently, 
you do not act the part of a hypocrite when you permit 
the child to draw any thing out of the book of religion, ot 
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the secret book of nature, which you cannot explain. 
Living religion grows not by the doctrines, but by the 
narratives, of the Bible* the best Christian religious 
doctrine is the life of Christ; and, after that, the suffer- 
ings and deaths of his followers, even those not related in 
Holy Writ. 

In the fair spring of the religious admission of the child 
among his elders, an important one, since then first he 
comes publicly before the altar and acts with all the rights 
of an independent being; in this never-recurring time 
when the dawn of life suddenly breaks into the morning 
red, and thereby announces the newness of love and of 
nature; there is no better priest to lead and accompany 
the young soul with dancing and great joy to the high 
altar of religion, than the poet who annihilates a mortal 
world to build on it an immortal ; so that our life on earth 
may resemble those polar lands which, so void of animals 
and flowers, so cold and colourless, yet, after sunless days, 
display rich nights in which heaven pours down its gifts 
upon the earth, and where the northern or polar lights fill 
the whole blue with fire-colours, jewels, thunder, splendid 
tropical storms, and remind the inhabitants of the cold 
earth of that which lives above them. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE BEGINNING OF EDUCATION. 
§39. 

When does Education begin its work? With the first 
breath of the child but no sooner. The Light of the 
Soul, which we call Life, issuing from I know not what 
sunny cloud, strikes upon the bodily world and moulds 
the rough mass into its dwelling place, which glows on 
until Death, by the nearness of another world, allures it 
still further on. Li this primitive moment — for from it 
the pulse reckons its first beat, even though time be else- 
wheie already — is the invisible beam of individual exist- 
ence broken into the coloured spectram of his bodily appear- 
ance : the dispositions, the sex, yes, even the resemblance 
to the father's and mother's countenances are distinguished 
by yet uuseen lines. For the unity of the organism, 
of this state within the world, that is, the embodied 
system of laws, cannot form itself piece-meal like the in- 
dividual parts which it governs : for example, the form- 
ing influence, which moulds the transparent child's face 
like its father's or its grandfather's, cannot lie in the 
nine-months' fancies of the mother, but must exist ii: 
the child itself. 
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The two life-chains of the parents are somewhat 
different ; especially the last link, from which the spark 
of the new man issued in order to animate the physical 
clod of earth into an Adam. When one considers how 
little has yet been done for the races of the coming world 
(except in the case of horses, sheep and canary birds) not 
even observations, to say nothing of institutions, merel}' 
for a cradle rather than for the child in the cradle ; — how 
the connexions of the sexes, of years, of months, of hours, 
are so lawlessly and carelessly forgotten and injured 
when the foundation stones of centuries are laid ; — how 
here the giddy, sensual man requires more laws than the 
unchanging beast which moves straight on in the leading 
strings of instinct and of health, and when one considers 
how the divergence — growing by means of culture wider 
and wider — from savages an.l aborigines, who still re- 
tained the advantages of beasts, has doubled lawlessness 
and ignorance of law — and how the world becomes con- 
tinuaUy more clamorous in desire, more indifferent to 
wisdom ; one must, from a carelessness for moral requisi- 
tions, which contents itself only with the bare fulfilment 
of the ten commandments for ruffians, finally come to the 
oonclusion, that men seek to settle with morality as with 
a creditor. It is true that the noble-hearted instructor 
Schwarz would maintain that the Holy Spirit takes cog- 
nizance of the future for sin in the highest love ; but he 
is right only for the highest first love ; and only in the 
case of want of thought or knowledge. A physician, for 
example, on the other hand, has not this want of know- 
ledge. And may not a state, at any rate, like an elder, 
prescribe for all, with its cold ever-during hand, laws 
which a loving individual would never have thought 
of making, and yet is obliged to obey ; just as the law- 
book, not a pair of lovers, contemplates divorce. 

For the rest we may well venture to complain that 
Kature, during the "twelve holy nights" in which, as 
creatress she wanders alone with her youngest creatures, 
makes it too difficult even for the conscientious not to steal 
and murder in the dark. At every step down the deep 
gloomy ladder of futurity up which men and ages ascend, 
conscience calls " Here is a man, there perhaps a genius, 
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the heaven of his people ;" but we, like night wanderers, 
must spare the known and injure the unknown. 

Since parents play so prominent a part in the history of 
the creation of the child's body, one can with difficulty 
refrain from the question, how much they contribute to 
the theogony (divine generation) of the child's spirit? if 
we must think of a dark problem it is also permitted, nay 
necessary, for us to think of some solution. The mental 
dissimilarity of dispositions is a mere product of l)odily 
differences, since both mutually presuppose each other. It 
is, indeed, easier for us to apprehend difference in bodies 
than in minds ; but properly, there is only an apparent 
difference of quantity visible in those, and only a real one 
of quality in these; so, it is only minds which grow or 
inure themselves to anything. If it will not be admitted 
that that spark of distinguishing individuality flies down 
from the stars in clouds during conception, it must then, 
either, precisely in the moment of inducting its human 
covering, cast off a previous covering spun from the 
father's or the mother's life, or it was, like thought and 
motion, bom of soul. Creation of spirits is not more 
difficult to comprehend than creation of thoughts by 
spirits, or than any other change. In both cases, 
especially in the second, not only does the bodily life of' 
the parents cradle the bodies of the future, but also their 
spiritual life its spirits. But, then, vsdth what trembUng 
should this balance be held I If thou knewest that every 
black thought of thine, or every glorious independent one, 
separated itself from thy soul and took root without thee, 
and for half a century pushed and bore its poisonous 
flowers or healing roots, oh ! how piously wouldest thou 
choose and think! — And dost thou, then, so certainly 
know the reverse ? 

§40. 

I come back to my own opinion that spiritual education 
begins at birth; for up to that period the mother — as 
often afterwards in a worse sense — ^has only a blood 
relationship, not a nerve relationship, v^ith the child 
sleeping at the gates of the world. So that all that ih 
false which has been said about an electric charging chaii. 
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to whicli the little invisible is attached, and by which he 
is charged with the streams and sparks of the maternul 
passions and feelings. Since, according to the best 
anatomists, the mother does not nourish the child with 
her blood directly, but through media, the maternal 
passions which are to affect it through the blood can 
only work in two ways, either by mechanical change, slow 
or quick, or by chemical change, oxidised or unoxidised. 
The embryo soul does not partake of the mechanical 
change ; because the mother's blood may move as fast in 
the ball-room of love as in the servant's hall of anger ; or 
creep as slowly when sitting full of hope before the 
embroidery frame, as of despair before a bier. The 
chemical change of the blood by passion, or other external 
excitement, is itself, in the first instance, a product of the 
mind and of the nerves which serve it either mediately or 
immediately. The excitement of the nerves gives the 
full beat of the pulse, but the converse is not the case ; 
else the excitement of a race would have as strong an 
effect as a drink has upon thirst. How the oxidised or 
unoxidised blood of the mother can more affect the child's 
mind than her own, must arise from the influence of the 
blood as nourishment; and as the blood, before it is 
capable of affording nourishment must be assimilated by 
the little foreign body, it can possess no influence dif- 
ferent from that of every other nourishment: and, in 
nourishing, as little propagates its differences as does the 
blood of sheep or of Hons. The objections made by nurses 
go far in justification of this. 

The best proof of this physiological chain of argument 
is its superfluousness, for experience demonstrates it. 
For were it true, that the mother had a more spiritual 
influence on shiftless naked human creatures than that 
which nourishes them ; what a sorry humanity would be 
sent out into the world from the nine-months' training 
institute, where on the mother's side all the spiritual 
and physical defects of female nature are brought together 
in the nine months and in the time of travail : while on 
the side of the children the brain and the susceptibilit}- 
to impressions are greatest, and thereby every fancy of 
the mother must develop itself in the magnifying gla^s 
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of the victim, as outward form in the child, and every 
pain as distortion. 

Heaveit! if the loathing at food and people, the un- 
natural longing, the fear, the weepings and the feebleness 
communicated themselves thus spiritually; so that the 
mother's womb were the first " foundling hospital " and 
** deaf-and-dumb " institute for souls, and effeminacy the 
constitutional sanatarium for men, what a sickly, timid, 
feeble after-race of progenerated child-bearers. Not a 
man would then be left— each one would have lived, 
wept, longed and come to nothing. But this is just as 
it is not: woman gives men, as the t^oft cloud gives 
thunder and hail : the first-bom and natural children, by 
whom the mothers suffer the most, are in fact the 
strongest: the children of the criminals, the nervous, 
the consumptive, the mourning widows, or even of the 
fictitious ones who live for the prospect of divorce, prove 
themselves just as strong in intellect as the children of 
other mothers who dance on from joy to joy. If the 
mother, spiritually copying herself — impressed herself so 
strongly and spiritually upon the child's soul, 1 do not 
know whence originates the distinctive character of 
children of the same mother: each child must be a 
mental copier in duplicate of his brothers and sisters 
and the whole nursery a mental casting-foundry for the 
mother. 

Afi otherwise concerns the body, that of each child is 
formed in the very same mother's womb and in an equal 
period, and with all similarity of condition on the part 
of the mother — the male twin (to take this case) growing 
to greater strength and the female to less. He who takes 
physical abortions for the volcanic outcome of heated 
laucius on the part of the pregnant mother, forgets that 
fche great Haller denies the whole thing, and adduces the 
tais-growths of animals and plants in rejspect to which, to 
plants especially, heated fancies are little to be regarded : 
whereunto I add — that amongst 10,000 brooding mothers 
each one of whom for nine months might have been 
terrified by an equal number of distorted forms, scarcely 
one brings into the world anything that is not suited to 
the world. Tell me not that the beautiful Madonna faces 
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seen in Catholic countries are to be regarded as copies of 
those painted in the churches ; or that the Greeks hung 
beautiful pictures in the chambers of those blessed, in 
order to procure living types from them ; for I reply, do 
not all these circumstances indicate antecedently the 
productions of beautiful lands and beautiful men ; and 
further does not the life-long impression of many forms 
of beauty recoin with more strength than that of nine 
months the humanity current in the world ? 

At the same time, the disbelief that the nine-montlis' 
mother decides on the mental and physical form of her 
child leaves room for the true belief that her health or 
sickness is repeated in the little second being : and it is 
for this very reason that superstitious fancies about 
marks, mis-births and similar things ought to be so much 
guarded against ; not because what is dreaded brings its 
fulfilment, but because it, along with those evils which 
are produced by alarm before a thing occurs and undue 
anxiety after it has happened, weakens the body, and 
brings for the sufferer years of trouble. 

§41. 

At last the child can say to the father — Educate, for I 
breathe. The first breath, like the last, closes an old with 
a new world. The new is, in this case, the world of light 
and colours the life on earth, like a painter, begins with 
the eye. The ear, indeed, preceded it — so that it is the 
first sense of the living as it is the last of the dying — but 
then it belonged to the realm of feeling ; and it is on this 
account that birds in the egg, and soft many-punctured 
silkworms die from a loud report. The first sound falls 
with a darker chaos on the closely covered soul than the 
first beam of light. So the morning of life opens on the 
freed prisoner with the two senses imparting knowledge 
of distance, like the morning of the day with light and 
song, or bustle. At the same time, light continues to be 
the first enamel of the earth, the first fair word of life. 
The sound which breaks upon the slumbering ear can be 
but loud, but none near the labouring mother causes it, 
but her own travail, and the child ; and so the world of 
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sound begins with a discord, but the world of sight with 
beauty and glory. 

Every first thing continues for ever with the child ; the 
first colour, the first music, the first flower paint the fore- 
ground of his life ; yet we can prescribe no other law than 
this, Protect the child from all that is impetuous and 
violent, and even from sweet impressions. Nature, so soft, 
defenceless and excitable, may be distorted by one error, 
and hardened into a growing deformity. For this reason 
the crying of children, if composed of a union of discord, 
hastiness, imperiousness and passion, ought to be guarded 
against by all due means, but not by effeminacy which 
only increases it. 

§42. 

If in the ocean of a human soul sections may be made, 
and degrees of longitude and latitude ascribed to it, we 
must, in the case of a child, make the first section of the 
first three years, during which, from the want of the 
power of speech, he still lives in the animal cloister, and 
only approaches us through the speech-grating of natural 
signs. In this speechless period, of which we shall now 
treat, the pupils are quite given up to feminine fluency ; 
but how women ought now to educate can only be seen 
later on, when we inquire how they themselves ought to 
have been educated. In this period of twilight, in thit 
first moon's quarter, or eighth of life, let the light only 
grow of itself, do not kindle it. Here the sexes are un- 
separated, neither divided by the Platonic Aristophanes, 
nor by the tailor. The whole human being is as yet a closed 
bud whose blossom is concealed. Like the eggs of birds, 
whether of song or of prey, and like the new-bom young 
of the dove or of the vulture, all at first require warmth, 
not nourishment, which might have a very different effect. 

And what, then, is warmth for the human chicken ? — 
Happiness. One has but to give them play room, by taking 
away what may be painful, and their powers shoot up of 
themselves. The new world which the suckling brings 
with him, and the new one which he finds around him, 
enfold him as learning, or develop themselves as know- 
ledge; and neither world yet requii-es the ploughing oT 
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sowing of stranger hands. Even the artificial gymnastics 
of the senses, which will teach a year-old child to see and 
hear and hold, are not much more necessary than the 
leading strings which show him how to walk ; and can 
the advantage of teaching some use of the senses, say in 
three months, which would have come of itself in four, be 
a recompense for neglecting and wearying oneself in the 
lii*st year and with the first child, to the injury of after 
years and the next children, about something which 
unconstrained life necessitates in savages and country 
people ? 

The excellent Schwarz, in his Treatise on Education, 
prompts, by his proposition of an early gymnasium for 
all the senses, to an appendix to this paragraph. As to 
the material advantage of these school classes for the five 
senses, it is certain that rich varied life, by its unceasing 
influence, educates and practises the senses with a power 
which does not require the poverty of particular institu- 
tions for practice, except you wish to convert the whole 
child into one single sense — into a painter's eye, or a 
musician's ear. 

( >n the other hand, these practices have a formal utility 
in constraining the mind to perceive the finer subdivisions 
of its sensations, and to measure the world more accurately 
by lines than by yards. In the mean time, the inner 
world offers itself to a finer and higher school than the 
outward. Especially leave out all exercises of the sense 
of taste, for' whose haut gout the kitchen is the best school ; 
since we do not need by its means to distinguish between 
nourishment and poison, but rather teach by its exercise 
at rich tables to confound the two, so that we, unlike the 
beasts who only when young, from unpractised taste, crop 
injurious weeds, when old, from refined taste, long for 
poison-dishes, and poison-goblets. 

Let there be here not so much a c?i-gression as a ^re- 
gression concerning the order of development of the senses. 
Schwarz, in his Treatise on Education, assigns too late a 
birth-time, almost beyond the age of childhood, for the 
senses of taste and smell. He seems, however, to con 
found the refinement of these senses, which, no doubt, 
takes place in mature age, with their existence and power, 
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wMch certainly flourish in their greatest strength during 
ohildhood. Every one may remember how as a child, like 
the animals (which remain stationary on this first step) 
and like savages, he imbibed every thing tasty, fruits, 
sugar, sweet wine, fat, with a delight and enjoyment 
which weakened with every year of the subsequent refine- 
ment of the sense ; hence the so much lamented love of 
sweatmeats in all children; hence the experience of so 
many grown-up people, who have had the favourite dishes 
of their childhood cooked for them, that they did not like 
them. Infants, no doubt, take bitter medicines without 
resistance ; but this is no reproach to their taste ; wo 
ourselves in later life seek a pure bitter as a higher 
excitement, in bitter beer, water, and almonds. If a 
young animal eat poisonous plants which an old one 
avoids, there is proved by this less want of taste than 
superabundance of appetite, that is hunger ; which, in it, 
as easily conquers instinct as, in us, it unfortunately over- 
comes reason. 

Smell, the dulness of which sense ppeaks as little in 
favour of mental delicacy as that of the eye or of the ear 
does against it,* awakes with consciousness, consequently, 
last in a child. We are less aware of its advent because 
it subserves few necessities ; and because it« continuance, 
either, for instance, in spice islands, or in Augean-stable- 
like streets, renders the consciousness of it difficult. 
Children have little scent-glands for the persons nearest 
them, for instance, for their parents ; and thereby dis- 
tinguish them from individuals more rarely seen. And 
it is precisely smell which dies away the first of all the 
senses ; although it, unlike the other senses, is seldom 
worn out l>y too powerful stimulants. And who is there 
who has not experienced in himself what I have done — 
that often a i osegay of wild flowers, which was to us, as 
village children, a grove of pleasure, has, in after years of 
manhood and in the town, given us by its old perfiime an 
indescribable transport back into god-like childhood ; and 
how, like a flower-goddess, it has raised us into the first 
embracing Aurora-clouds of our first dim feelings ? But 

* Ha Her with his weak eyes: Pope and Swift with nnmusical 
ears. 

I. L 
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how could sucli a remembrance so strongly affect us if our 
childish sensibility to flowers had not been strong and 
heartfelt ? Ascribe, then, to after life nothing more than 
the refinement of a deeply implanted feeling. 



CHAPTEE II. 

THE JOTOUSNESS OF CHILDREN. 
§ 43. 

Should they have any thing else ? I can endure a melan- 
choly man, but not a melancholy child ; the former, in 
whatever slough he may sink, can yet raise his eyes either 
to the kingdom of reason or of hope; but the little child 
is entirely absorbed and weighed down by one black poison- 
drop of the present. Think of a child led to a scaffold ; 
think of Cupid in a Dutch coffin ; or watch a butterfly, 
after its four wings have been torn off, creeping like a 
worm, and you will feel what I mean. 

But wherefore ? The first cause has been already given ; 
the child, like the beast, only knows purest (though 
shortest) sorrow ; one which has no past and no future ; one 
such as the sick man receives from without, the dreamei 
from himself into his asthenic brain ; finally, one with the 
consciousness not of guilt but of innocence. Certainly all 
the sorrows of children are but shortest nights, as their 
joys are but hottest days ; and, indeed, both so much so 
that in the later, often clouded and starless, time of life, 
the matured man only longingly remembers his old child- 
hood's pleasures, while he seems altogether to have for- 
gotten his childhood's griefs. This weak remembrance is 
strangely contrasted with the opposing one in dreams and 
fevers in this respect, that in the two last it is always the 
cruel sorrows of childhood which return : the dream, this 
mock-sun of childhood — and the fever, its distorting glass, 
— both draw forth from dark comers the fears of defence- 
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less childhood, which press and out with iron fangs into 
the prostrate soul. The fair scenes of dreams mostly play 
on an after stage ; whereas the frightful ones choose for 
theirs the cradle and the nursery. Moreover, in fever the 
ice hands of the fear of ghosts, the striking ones of teachers 
and parents, and every claw with which fate has pressed 
the young heart, stretch themselves out to catch the 
wandering man. Parents! consider, then, that every 
childhood's Rupert,* even though it has lain chained for 
tens of years, yet breaks loose and gains mastery over the 
man as soon as it finds him on a sick bed. The first 
fright is the more dangerous the sooner it happens; as 
the man grows older he is less and less easily frightened ; 
the little cradle or bed canopy of the child is more easily 
quite darkened than the starry heaven of the man. 

§ 44. 

Cheerfulness, or joyousness, is the heaven under which 
every thing but poison thrives. But let it not be con- 
founded with enjoyments. Every enjoyment, even the 
refined one of a work of art, gives man a selfihh mien, and 
withdraws him from sympathy ; heuce it is only a con- 
dition of necessity, not of virtue. On the contrary, cheer- 
fulness, the opposite of vexation and sadness, is at once 
the ground and flower of virtue and its crown. Animals 
can enjoy, but only men can be cheerful. The holy 
father is at the same time called the blessed, and God is 
the all blessed. A morose God is a contradiction, or the 
devil. The stoic pMlosopher must unite scorn of enjoy- 
ment with the preservation of cheerfulness. The Christian 
heaven promises no pleasures, like the Turkish, but the 
dear, pure, infinite ether of heavenly joy, which flows 
from the contemplation of the Eternal. The foretaste 
of heaven — ^Faradise, to which the theologians denied 
pleasures, but not cheerfulness — sheltered innocence. The 
cheerful man wins our eye and heart, as the morose man 
drives both away : it is the contrary with pleasures, we 
turn our back on the luxurious, and open our heart to tlie 

* The name given in Germany to the fictitious being employed to 
frighten children into ohr)dience. — Tr. 

L 2 
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starving. If pleasure be a self-consnming rocket, cheer- 
fulness is a returning light star, an object which, unlike 
pleasure, is not worn away by continuance, but receives 
from it new birth. 

§ 45. 

Now let us return to the dear children. I do indeed 
think, that they ought to inhabit their Paradise like our 
first parents, those true first children. But pleasures 
make no Paradise, they only help to laugh it away. /Plav, 
that is activity, not pleasures, will keep children clUerfujN 
By pleasure I understand every first agreeable impression,^ 
not only of the taste, but also of the ear and the eye : a 
plaything gives in the first place pleasure by looking at it, 
and only afterwards cheerfulness by using it. Pleasure is 
an irritating burning spot, not an all-embracing warmth, 
on the excitable skin of the child. Further, if refined, 
perpetual drunkards and epicures multiply and extend 
their pleasures by the past and the future ; so children, 
from want of both, can only have shortest but, conse- 
quently, deepest pleasures. Their point of sight, like 
their eye, is less than ours ; the burning-glass of pleasure 
should not strike them at focal distance, but far off and 
gently. In other words, divide the great pleasure into 
little merry-makings, a gingerbread cake into gingerbread 
nuts, a Christmas eve into a church year. In one month 
of nine-and-twenty days a child might be mentally 
destroyed, if one could make out of every day a first 
Christmas Day. Not even a grown-up head could stand 
being crowned every day by a new country : the first 
in Paris, the second in London, the third in Rome, the 
fourth in Vienna. But little enjoyments work like scent 
bottles on the young souls, and strengthen them from 
action to action. 

Nevertheless, this ramification of pleasures only serves 
for their earliest years : afterwards, in a reversed way, 
will a Midsummer-feast, a grape-gathering, a Shrove-tide, 
for which children have long to wait, together with the 
gleanings of a lively memory, shine all the more brightly 
in the dull interval. 

A word about children's love :>{ sweetmeats, agaiuit 
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which Schwarz strives perhaps too eagei ly, may be dropped 
here. I never yet knew a child to whom sweet savory 
things and pastry did not seem the most inimitable cakes 
and altar paintings, and this merely becaiuse a child, half 
animal, half savage, is all taste. Bees have at the same 
time a honey and a wax stomach ; but among human 
beings, children have the first, grown people the second. 
If Schwarz has always found love of eating and want of 
modesty united, he can only declare this of the age of 
manhood ; but even then the love of eating was only the 
consequence and companion of deeper sensual pleasures, 
not their cause. Certainly, the unbridled sensualist will 
alter in his meats, and also in his tastes, as the lover of 
eating does on other grounds ; but, on the other hand, how 
can the pleasures of taste, which grow weaker as every 
year is further from childhood, end in still lower sen- 
sualities, especially since the generality of souls, in regard 
to love, resemble the Egyptians, among whom the gods 
reigned earlier tlian mortal men ? The fathers do not hop,< 
but the children do ; then leave them their other Egyptian 
flesh-pots before their journeying forth into the desert. 
The author has often made the sugar-island of the tongue, 
on which of itself no Paphian wood grows, into a kind of 
palasstra of self-denial ; at the same time he relates the 
matter with difidence, only as a question, not an answer. 
For instance, he gave to the two- and three-year old 
children. candied marchpane (the most wholesome thing) 
with the command only to suck it at a certain place, and 
only for so long a time as he permitted. The children 
learned to value and to keep a promise. He also offered 
sugar or honey prizes for the endurance of the most strokes 
on the hand ; but he did it seldom. 

Most royal children can shorten our inquiries by their 
decision. For, as regards pleasures, they have everything 
from toys and drinking- and eating-things to carriage 
seats and bed cushions; but, as far as happiness is 
concerned, they are tormented from their governors up 
through every member of their court ; so that the kingly 
crown is very early underlined with a crown of thorns, or, 
to speak differently, the black round of sorrow is made 
broader in proportion to their high rank. For, indeed, 
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when we consider how generally a prince, satiated with 
eating and drinking, is so educated that he cannot make a 
step without tutors and lectures, nor a skip without the 
dancing-master, nor take a breath of fresh air without four 
horses, we must almost believe that the ancient heretic 
Basilides is now again right as regards princes, when he 
declared that the early Christians would often have been 
martyrs for future sins, if the after-pains were not added 
to the fore-pains of the future. 

Cheerfulness — this feeling of an entirely free nature and 
life, this self enjoyment of the inner world, not of an out- 
ward minute part of the world — opens the child to the 
penetrating All; it receives nature, not loveless and de- 
fenceless, but loving and armed, and lets all the young 
powers rise like morning beams, and play upon the world 
and upon itself; and it imparts, as moroseness takes away, 
strength. The early blossoms of gladness are not corn- 
flowers among the seed, but are themselves little young 
ears of com. It is a beautiful tradition that the Virgin 
Mary and the poet Tasso never wept as children.* 

But now the question is of the means and starry 
influences which preserve this cheerfulness. If it merely 
resulted from negative and physical conditions, then, at 
least for the most instructive half year of life, that is the 
first, all would be obtained by a child who was bom in 
spring. Why do not men begin life, as Oriental nations 
do the year, with spring ? A child bom at this season, 
might an almanac say without lying, moves slowly on 
from charm to charm, from leaves to flowers, from the 
warmth of rooms to that of the sky : the wind is not yet 
his enemy — instead of storms, melodies breathe in the 
branches — bom to a half year's festival of the earth, he 
must believe that life remains so — he sees the rich earth 
only afterwards hidden by its covering — and the enjoy- 
ment of life which the suckling mother imbibes flows warm 
through the little heart. 

♦ Pertschen's Church Hiatory. 
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CHAPTER ni. 

aAMES OF CHILDREN. 

§ 46. 

That which prodnces and maintamB cheeifiilness if 
nothing but activity. The usual games of children, unlike 
ours, are only the expressions of earnest activity, clothed 
in lightest wings : children have also a game (it is one to 
them) I mean that of joking, of unmeaning speech, in 
order to have something to say to themselves, and so 
forth. Now if a German were to write a book about the 
games of children, which would at least be more useful 
than one about games of cards, he would, it seems to me, 
distinctly and correctly divide them only into two classes : 
first, into games or exertions of the receiving, apprehending, 
learning faculties ; and, secondly, into games of the acting, 
forming powers. The first class would embrace activity 
from without working inwardly, like the nerves of sense ; 
the other activity from within working outwardly, like 
the nerves of motion. Consequently, if the author went 
deeply into the first class, which he calls the theoretic, — the 
second, on the other hand, the practical, — ^he would adduce 
games which are properly only a child's experimental 
physics, optics, mechanics. Children have great pleasure 
for instance, in turning or raising anything — putting keys 
into locks and, in general, one thing into another — opening 
and shutting doors, to which is added, moreover, the 
dramatic fancy of seeing the room now large now small, 
and themselves alone one moment, in company the next J — 
watching the employment of their parents is to them a 
game of this kind, as is also listening to conversation. 

In the second or practical division, the author must put 
all those games in which the child seeks to relieve himself 
of his mental superabundant activity by dramatic fancies, 
and of his bodily, by movements. The examplies will come 
in the next paragraph. 
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But T think so very scientific a man would form a third 
class, already hinted at ; namely, that in which the child 
only plays the game, does not really act and feel it, that is, 
where he takes and gives a comfortable form and tone ; 
for instance, looks out of the window, lies upon the grass, 
listens to the nurse and other children. 



§47. 

Play is, in the first place, the working off at once of the 
overflow of both mental and physical powers ; afterwards, 
when the school sceptre has carried off the mental source 
of all fire, even till rain comes, the limbs only throw off 
the fulness of life by running, throwing, canying. Play 
is the first poetry of the human being. (Eating and 
drinking are his prose ; and striving to get the needful 
supplies his first solid bread-study and labour of life.) 
Consequently play forms all the powers, without imparting 
an overweening influence to any one.* If a teacher would 
be cruel enough to form a whole man into one member, for 
instance, into a magnified ear, he must during the first 
years so mix the playing cards, by abstracting some, that 
nothing could ever be obtained but games of sound. If he 
wished to be anything better in the games than cruel, he 
would perhaps endeavour to lead his pupil with gentle 
hand, imitating chance which acts from all sides and 
develops all. But I dread that grown-up hairy hand 
and fist which knocks on the tender fructifying dust of 
childhood's blossoms and shakes a colour off, first here, 
then there, so that the proper many marked carnation may 
be formed. We often think to rule the external but 
broad empire of chance by means which some inner narrow 
accident has thrown together in ourselves. 

* Many children's games are imitations (but mental, whereas those 
of monkeys are physical), that is to say, not from any especial interest 
in the thing, but merely because imitation falls in most readily with 
the mental impulses of life. Probably the monkey, liko Dr. Monro's 
nervous patient, only imitates strange movements, compulsorily and 
from weakness. 
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§48. 

We will, however, step further into the play-place of 
the little folks, if not to be lawgivers, yet to be markers 
of their games. During the first months of existence the 
child knows nothing of creative play or efforts, only of 
the passive reception of impressions. During that period 
of the most rapid physical growth and inpouring of the 
world of sense, the overwhelmed soul does not direct itself 
towards those active games in which afterwards its super- 
abundant powers find relief. It can only look, listen, 
catch, touch : so laden, its little hands and arms quite full, 
it can do and attempt little with them. 

It is only at a later period, when, by means of the five 
acts of the five senses, flie knowledge of the outer world is 
attained, and one word after another gradually liberates 
the mind, that greater freedom produces active play ; and 
that fancy begins to move, whose unfledged wings lan- 
guage first plumes. Only by words does the child obtain 
an inner world opposed to the outer, by which he can set 
the external universe in motion. He has two kinds of play 
very different both in direction and time — ^first, that with 
playthings ; and second, that with and among playmates. 

§49. 

In the first place the child plays with things, con- 
sequently with himself. A doll is to him a nation, or a 
company of players, and he is the theatrical poet and 
director. Every bit of wood is a gilded flower rod, on which 
fancy can bud hundred-leaved roses. For not merely to 
grown-up people, but also to children, the plaything itself 
becomes indifferent if a happy imagination sdone be per- 
mitted to decide ; whether it be with regard to imperial 
or laurel crowns, shepherds' crooks, or marshals* staves, 
the flails of war or of agriculture. In the eyes of wonder- 
working fancy every Aaron's rod blossoms. As the Elysian 
fields of the ancients near Naples were grounded (accord- 
ing to Maccard) on nothing more than a bush in a cave, 
BO, for children, is every bush a forest ; and they poBsesti 




154 JEAN PAUL FRIBDBIOH RICHTER. [fRAG. III. 

that heaven which Luther in his table-talk promises the 
saints, where the bugs are sweet-scented, the serpents 
playful, the dogs gold-skinned, and Luther a lamb. I 
mean to say, that in the heaven of childhood the father is 
Ood the Father, the mother the Mother of God, the nurse 
a Titaness, the old servant an Angel of the Communion, 
the turkey a Cherub of Eden, and Eden itself is restored. 
Do you not know that there is a time when fancy is more 
actively creative than even in youth, namely, in child- 
hood, in which nations create their gods, and only speak 
in poetry ? 

Never forget that the games of children with inanimate 
playthings are so important, because for them there are 
only living things : (a doll is as much a human being to 
a child as a baby is to a woman ;) and also because to them 
every word is a reality. Li beasts the body alone plays, 
in children the mind. Life meets them on every side ; 
they cannot comprehend death, or any thing dead; and 
therefore the happy beings, animating every thing, sur- 
round themselves only with Hfe, and hence it is they say, 
for instance, " The lights have covered themselves up and 
gone to bed — the spring has dressed itself — the water runs 
down the glass — his house lives there — the wind dances," * 
— or of a watch from which the works are removed, " It is 
not alive." 

But among richer realities fancy fades and grows poor ; 
in the mean time every plaything and play world is only 
a distaff of flax from which the soul spins a many coloured 
coat. As the rook in chess was among different people, 
now a camel, now an elephant, a stork, a boat, a castle ; 
so among children, one plaything often acts many parts, 
and every time it seems to them, as manna did to the 
Jews, the very thing they desired. The author remembers 
a little girl of two years old who, after having long carried 
about an old doll reduced to the bare wood, had at last 
placed in her arms a very pretty and skilfully dressed 
one — a foster-sister of the most beautiful in Bertuch's 
Journal des Modes, which it resembled as mu «h in optic 
beauty as it surpassed it in size. Soon afterwards the 

♦ Some girl in terror at the raging of the wind substituted " danoe *• 
euphemistically. 
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oliild not only resumed her former conduct towards the 
wooden sloven, but went so fax as to take into her arms, 
in the place of child or doll, a shabby boot-jack of her 
father's, which she nursed and rocked to sleep as lovingly 
as the above-mentioned original of Bertuch's pictures. So 
much more readily does fancy invest an invisible Adam's 
rib with human limbs and fashionable costume than a 
doll which only differs in size from a lady, and which, on 
its side, appears to the imagination at the next tea-party 
«o perfect that it can be improved in nothing. Just so the 
same little lassie, sitting beside the author, wrote for a 
long time with a pen dipped only in air on an ever-white 
sheet of paper, until he almost fancied it was a satire on 
himself. Consequently do not surround your children, 
like princes' children, with a little world of the turner's : 
do not give them eggs coloured and painted over with 
figures, but white ; they will soon from their own minds 
hatch the coloured feathers. On the contrary, the older a 
man growb the more rich a reality should appear : the heath 
on which the youth gleaned at least the morning-dew of 
the light of love, grows cold with the dark night-dew to 
the half-blind old man, and at last man requires a whole 
world, I mean the next, in order only to live. 

§50. 

But by the same fancy which, like the sun, paints the 
colours on the leaves are they also again removed from 
them. The same mistress of the robes dresses, and also 
undresses ; consequently there is for children no ever- 
enduring play or plaything. Therefore do not let a play- 
thing which has lost its charm lie long before the eye 
conscious of the change; lay it by. After a long time 
the dismissed favourite will be received with honour. The 
same is to be said of picture-books ; for a poetic animation 
is as necessary to the picture-book as to the play drawer. 
A few words about that. The proper pictiure-books for 
ABC children do not consist of a sequence of unknown 
plants and animals, whose differences only the instructed 
eye perceives, but of historical pieces which present the 
actions of animals or men taken from the child's circle. 



156 JEAN PAUL FBIEDBICXE RICHTER. [FRAG. IU. 

Then this living gallery, in whose universal history the 
child can more clearly paint the individual being than 
the reader or author can in the all-embracing generality of 
poetry, may be exalted into historic groups ; for instance 
into a Joseph among his brethren, selling or recognising 
him, — ^uito a Hector's farewell of wife and child, and such 
like subjects. 

Children — ^those of one or two years old excepted who 
still need the spur of colour — only require drawings, not 
paintings ; colours resemble the above-mentioned luxurious- 
ness of playthings and, by reality, weaken the creative 
faculty. Therefore give no plaything whose end is only 
to be looked at ; but let every one be such as to lead to 
work. For instance, a little complete mine, after being a 
few hours before the child's eyes, is altogether gone over 
and each tiny vein of ore exhausted ; but a box of building 
materials, a collection of detached houses, bridges and 
trees, by their ever- varying location, will make him as 
rich and happy as an heir to the throne who makes his 
mental, dis^tions known by rebuilding his father's 
palace in the park. Moreover, small pictures are better 
than large ones. What is to us almost invisible is tc 
children only little ; they are physically short sighted, 
consequently suited to what is near ; and with their short 
yard, that is, with their little body, they so easily find 
giants everywhere, that to these little juveniles we should 
present the world on a reduced scale. 

§61. 

Before the new philosophers, who in education more 
rG^^dily give everything than something, one grows so 
very much ashamed of such a paragraph as this that one 
scarcely knows how to deck and sweeten it. I must, 
however, say that for children in their early years, I know 
no cheaper and more lasting plaything, one that is also 
dean and suited for both sexes, than what everyone has 
in the pineal-gland, some in the bladder, and birds in the 
stomach — sand. I have seen children weary of play use 
it for hours as building material, as hurling machine, as a 
cascade, water for washing, seed, flour, finger-tickler, as 



CHAP. in.J LEVANA. 157 

inlaid work, and raised work, as a ground for writing and 
painting. It is to boys what water is to girls. Philo- 
Bopliers! strew sand less in than before the eyes in the 
birdcage of your children. Only one thing has to be cared 
for with regard to it, that they do not eat their plaything. 

§52. 

The second kind of play is the playing of children with 
children. If men be made for men, so are children for 
children, only much more beautifully. In their early 
years children are to one another only the completion of 
their fancy about one plaything ; two fancies, like two 
flames, play near and in one another, yet un-united. 
Moreover children alone are sufficiently childlike for 
children. But in later years the first little bond of 
society is woven of flower- garlands ; playing children are 
little European savages in social contract for the per- 
formance of one drama. On the play-place they first issue 
from the speaking and audience hall into the tnie sphere 
of action, and begin their human praxis. For parents 
and teachers are ever to them those strange heaven- 
descended gods, who, according to the belief of many 
nations, appeared teaching and helping the new men on 
the new-born earth : at least they are to the child gigan- 
tic Titans ; — consequently in this theocracy and monarchy 
free resistance is forbidden and injurious to them, obe- 
dience and faith serviceable and salutary. Where then 
can the child show and mature his governing power, his 
resistance, his forgiveness, his generosity, his gentleness, 
in short every root and blossom of society, except ^ in 
freedom among his equals ? Teach children by children S 
The entrance into their play-room is for them an entrance 
into the great world ; and their mental school of industry 
is in the child's play-room and nursery. It is often of more 
use to a boy himself to administer the cane than to receive 
it from his tutor ; and still more to have it inflicted by 
one of his equals than by one of his superiors. If you 
wish to form a slave for life, fasten a boy for fifteen years 
to the Jegs and arms of his tutor, who is to be at onc« 
theatrical director, and occasional member of the twO' 
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personed company.] Like all slaves, the child will 
probably keep lllU ttye and heart armed against his tyrant's 
individuality ; but, accustomed to one climate and sailing 
only with one wind, he will be unable in future to with- 
stand the all-sidedness of individualities. 



§63. 

The teaching and feeding master of the little one 
always acts as if the proper life of the child, as a human 
being, were not actually begun, but waited until he 
himself had departed in order then to lay the key-stone of 
the arch. Even the travelling tutor believes that, so 
long as he walks beside and sows seed in the farrow, the 
time of leaves and flowers has not arrived. For man, 
needing an external whole, when once an inner one 
animates him, Axes that outer one, like the arch of the 
sky and the approach of heaven to earth, in the 
distance and on the horizon, although from every hill 
which he successively mounts that heaven flies away into 
the more distant blue; and so man arrives at old age, 
and at last, on the mound of the grave, heaven rests upon 
earth. The whole of life is, then, nowhere or everywhere. 
Hg^SMiifff^here a man is, there eternity, not time, begins. 
"CSasequently the plays and actions of children are as 
serious and full of meaning in themselves and in reference 
to their future, as ours are to ours. The early game 
becomes the earnest of later year^ although children in 
play often repeat somethijig''1isthe echo of an earlier 
reality, just as the Neapolitans play cards during theatrical 
representations. Moser dictated his works while playing 
ombre ; perhaps his have been secretly suggested to many 
an author by his early childhood's games. As chess is 
said to serve for instruction in war and government, so 
the ^ture laurels and tree of knowledge grow in the 
play-ground. The bishop Alexander considered those 
children on whom Athanasius when a child playfully 
bestowed baptism, to have been really baptized. If, as 
Archenholz relates, the boys of Winchester School once 
rebelled against their masters, garrisoned the principal 
entrance to the schoolhouse, and provided themselves so 
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well with arms and mnnition that the high sheriff of the 
county, although he marched against ^em with 150 
constables and 80 militia men, was yet obliged to grant 
an honourable capitulation — I see in this angry play 
nothing further than the youth of that present (even 
though it be unjust) manhood, which bars rivers and 
harbours and their own island, *and on the sea conquers 
countries : so much does the foam of childish play subside 
into true wine ; and their fig leaves conceal not nakedness 
but sweet figs. 

If one were to mafasTpropositions, that is wishes, one 
might express this: Irhat for every child a circle of 
games and real actions should be provided, composed of as 
many different individualities, conditions and years as can 
possibly be found, in order to prepare him, in the orhia 
pictus of a diminished play-world, for the larger rea Lone.J 
But to give the social account of these three play provinces 
would require a book within the book. 

Moreover, I would propose pleasure and playmasters, 
as the precursors and leaders of the schoolmaster — and also 
play-rooms, empty as those rooms on whose plaster walls 
Kaphael's immortal flowers bloom — and also play gardens. 
And I am just reading that Grabner, in his travelling 
description of the Netherlands, gives an account of play- 
schools, to which the Dutchman sends his children sooner 
than to the schools of instruction. Certainly if one of the 
two must fall, it were better the former should continue 
in existence. 

Yet a few miscellaneous observations. Children love 
no plays so much as those in which they have something 
to expect, or to dread : so early does the poet, with his 
knot making and loosing, play his part in man. From 
time to time they, like deep, unlucky players, ask for new 
cards. But this changeableness is not merely that of 
luxury, but also the consequence of their rapid growth — 
for the so quickly ripening child seeks new fruits in new 
countries, as the aged seeks new ones in the old. Perhaps 
also it is the consequence of that want of a future and a 
pa» t, whereby a child is so much more strongly affected 
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and wearied by the present, as though he were seated in 
a world of sunbeams without morning and evening red- 
ness : and, lastly, for the child, to whose littleness not 
only space * but time is magnified, play hours must grow 
into play years ; and therefore we must indulge him, the 
short-sighted being, in his desire of change and new games 
The one-houred constancy of a child equals, nay surpasses, 
that of one month in his parents. 

The Jews forbad to celebrate two festivals on the same 
day, a marriage, for instance, on a feast day, or two 
marriages at the same time. Should not children be 
refused in a similar manner if, after having taken a walk 
on a summer evening, they beg leave to play in the garden, 
and then, thirdly, to bring their playfellows into the 

Earlour for a quarter of an hour before supper? For 
erein are children antedated grown-up persons ; and, 
while at work, scarcely long so much for pleasure, as for 
what comes after pleasure; from one sugar-island they 
would at once sail over to another, and heap heaven upon 
heaven. If this frequentativum of the enjoyment of even 
innocent pleasures be allowed, the child, dearest mother, 
becomes only fitted for a court, or royal residence, and 
lays claim to pleasure as a right — months of thirty-two 
days, and feast-days of twenty-five hours, each of which 
measures full sixty-one minutes. And so the little being 
is already dipped in the honey of present superabundant 
pleasure, whereby time clogs the butterfly wings of the 
Psyche for every flight. The only good (if, indeed, it be 
any) that can come out of a girl thus educated, is at most 
a woman who, on the same day, after having received and 
paid some visits, amuses herself at the theatre, and then 
afterwards hopes for cards and dancing. 

As nature by cool refreshing night breaks off the 
culminating pleasures of our constitution, always requiring 
stronger excitement ; so this healthy night-coolness should 
be given, in a mental sense, to children, in order not to 
expose them in the future to the sufferings of the people 
of the world and of pleasure; who, like sea-farers in 

* It is a familiar experience that when one lights as a man on 
ohjeots of childhood all seem smaller and shorter ; for the measure, not 
the things, has grown longer. 



CHAP. III. J LEVANA. l(jl 

northern latitudes, wearied by month-long unceasing day, 
pray and bless God for a little night and candle-light. 

But let there ever be, if many games, yet few playthings 
—and not apparent— and every evening put away into one 
place — and for twins let the same piece be doubled, as for 
three children trebled, in order to avoid quarrels.* 

The early games should assist the mental development, 
for the physical advances gigantically without help : later 
ones should draw the physical up along with the mental, 
which, by schools and advancing years, takes the pre- 
cedence. Let the child toy, sing, look, listen ; but let the 
boy and the girl run, climb, throw, build, bear heat and cold. 

The most delightful and inexhaustible play is speaking ; 
first of the child with itself, and still more of the parents 
with it. In play and for pleasure you cannot speak too 
much with children ; nor in punishing, or teaching them, 
too little. 

Immediately after waking, the child, owing to his mental 
and physical excitability, requires almost nothing, still 
less you ; shortly before going to sleep, as at the burning 
out of a bonfire, a little weariness is serviceable. For 
older children, whom labour exercises and controls, its 
end (freedom) is itself a game ; and then the open air. 
The open air— ^aH^^pression which Europe, like death, 
must soQji--cicnange for the more correct one — the open 
aether. TBut let not the teacher after the work also order 
and reailate the games ! It is decidedly better not to 
recognise or make any order in games — not even mine 
— than to keep it up with difficulty and send the zephyrets 
of pleasure through artistic bellows and air-pumps to the 
litt le flowers. \ Animals and savages never experience 
tedium, neither would . children if we were not so very 
anxious to keep it away. Let the child experience in play 
his future life; and since from that the mountain and 
storm pressure of tedium cannot be removed, let the child 
sometimes feel it, in order afterwards not to perish under 
its weight. 

* Here a sensible friend makes the important objection that by this 
means children are deprived of the pleasure of giving and receiving. 
He would recommend instead a different to^r for each tor the pleasure 
of exchauging. 

I X 
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CHAPTER IV. 

children's dances. 

§55. 

I KNOW not whether I should most deprecate children's 
balls, or most praise children's dances ! The former — 
before the dancing-master — in the society of lookers-on 
and fellow dancers — in the hot temperature of the ball- 
room, and among its hot products — are, in the highest 
.degree, the front ranks and leading steps to the dance of 
death. On the contrary, children's dances are what I will 
now commend more at large. 

As the first speech long precedes grammar, so should 
dancing precede and prepare the way for the art of dancr 
ing. A father who has an old piano, or fiddle, or flute, oi 
an improvising singing voice, should call his own and 
neighbour's children together, and let them every day foi 
an hour hop and turn by his orchestra, in pairs, in rows, 
in circles, very frequently alone, accompanying themselves 
with singing, as their own grinding organ ; and also in 
any way they like. In the child happiness dances ; in the 
man, at most, it only smiles or weeps. The mature man 
can in dancing only express the beauty of the art, not 
himself and his emotions: love would thereby comport 
itself too rudely, joy too loudly and boldly, before the stem 
Nemesis. In the child, body and soul still live united in 
their honeymoon, and the active body dances after the 
happy soul ; until afterwards both separate from bed and 
board, and at last entirely leave one another. In later 
times the light zephyr of contentment cannot turn the 
heavy metal standard to point its course. 

§66. 

Children are like Ferrer's watches which wind them- 
selves up if you walk about with them. As in the old 
astronomy, eleven of their heavens are moveable, and only 
one, that of sleep, stationary. It is only dancing in a 
circle that is light enough for a child ; only for youth is a 
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straight course not too difficult. As to the heavenly bodies, 
so to children, do the motion and music of the sphere* 
belong; whereas the older body, like water, takes the 
straight path. To speak more plainly: Women, it is 
well known, cannot run, but only dance ; and every one 
would more easily reach by dancing than by walking a 
posthouse, to which, instead of a straight poplar alley, a 
lordly row of trees planted in the English fashion, con- 
ducted. Now children are diminutive women — at least 
boys are, although girls are often o6ly diminutive boys. 
Dancing is the easiest of all movements, because it needs 
the least space and is the most varied ; hence joy is not a 
runner but a dancer: hence the indolent savage dances, 
and the wearied negro slave rouses himself by dancing to 
fresh exertion : hence the runner — all other circumstances 
being the same — has more frequently fallen down dead 
than the dancer. Hence camels, and armies, and Oiiental 
labourers continue their laborious marches for a longer 
time and with more ease to the sound of music; not 
principally because music produces cheerfulness, that 
might easily be attained by other pleasures, but because 
music rounds off the straight movement into the circling 
dance and its still returning rhythm ; for it is only in a 
circular, not in a straight line, that every thing returns in 
thirds. As an argumentative or a narrative sequence 
(science or history) prepares us by every effort of attention 
for a still stronger, whereas the zigzag of the epigram 
each moment compels us to a new beginning and fresh 
exertion ; so physically the same is the case in running 
and walking, in which, up-hill, or down-hill, no effort is 
cause of its successor, but the great follows the little 
or the strongest the strongest, as the case may be : in 
dancing, on the contrary, without aim or compulsion, one 
movement constantly springs out of the other and renders 
cessation, rather than continuance, difficult. All runnings 
but no dancing, desires an end. What better movement, 
then, can there be for children than this revolving one ? 
The gymnastic of running, going on stilts, climbing, &c., 
steels and hardens individual forces and muscles, whereas 
dancing, on the contrary, like a physical poet exercises 
and equalises all the muscles. 
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§67. 

Further, the harmony connected with it imparts to the 
affections and the mind that metrical order which reveals 
the highest, and regulates the beat of the pulse, the step 
and even the thoughts. Music is the metre of this poetic 
movement, and is an invisible dance, as dancing is a silent 
music. Finally, this also ranks among the advantages of 
this eye and heel pleasure; that children with children, 
by no harder canon than the musical, light as sound, may 
be joined in a rose-bud feast without thorns or strife. 

in short, dancing cannot come soon enough, "but the 
dancing-master may more easily come too soon than too 
late." This last part appears in the first edition. I should, 
l)erhaps, more correctly have written singing than dancing- 
master, because those skilled in the art declare that the 
early exercise of the voice is injurious to it. The first 
edition is only right in so £a,r as it may to the utmost 
remove children, brought up in genteel coquetry, from the 
influence of the dancing-master, who would reduce all 
bodily movements to rule and system. On the other side, 
again, the second edition is right, if it add that better- 
educated children, who in their eighth and ninth years, 
instead of vanity, know only the law of the good and the 
beautiful, may join with less danger to their higher self 
the trivial regiment and ruling fiddle of the dancing- 
master in their early years when they can learn to dance, 
as to walk and to read, without coquetry. Then also the 
dancing-hour may become an hour of freedom and play to 
those poor persecuted children who are treated like goats, 
whose sinews are cut to prevent them from jumping. 



CHAPTER V. 

MUSIC 

§68. 



Music, the only fine art in which man and all classes 
of animals — spiders, mice, elephants, fish, amphibious 
creatures, biros — ^have a community of goods, must 
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ceaselessly affect the child, who is the spiritual man and the 
brute beast united. And so one might break the heart of 
the little new possessor of life with a trumpet, and its eai 
■with shrieks and discord. Therefore, it is probable that 
the first music, perhaps as an undying echo in the child, 
forms the secret thorough-bass, the melodious theme in 
the brain-chambers of a future master of sound, which his 
after compositions only harmoniously vary. 

Music, rather than poetry, should be called " the happy 
art." She imparts to children nothing but heaven, for as 
yet they have not lost it, and lay no memories as mufflers 
on the clear sounds. Choose melting melodies, and soft 
strains ; even with those you only excite the child to frisk 
and dance about. Savages, powerful and pleasure-loving 
people, such as Greeks, Eussians and Neapolitans, have 
their popular songs set entirely in minor keys. For 
some years the child, like the father, can weep at certain 
sounds ; but in him it arises from overflowing happiness, 
for as yet the memory does not place beneath those 
tuneful hopes the reckoning of its losses. 

§69. 

Yet among all the instruments which sound in Haydn's 
child's concerts, that best serves the purposes of educa- 
tional music which is born with the performer — the 
voice. In the childhood of nations speaking was singing. 
Let this be repeated in the childhood of the individual 
In singing, the human being, harmony and heart coalesce 
at the same time in one breast — whereas instruments seeui 
only to lend him a voice : — ^with what arms can a parent 
more closely and more gently draw the little beings 
towards him than with his spiritual ones, with the tones 
of his own heart, with the same voice which always speaks 
to them, but now transfigured into a musical ascension ? 

Thereby they have the advantage and the consciousness 
that they can imitate it on the spot. Singing takes the 
place of screaming, which the doctors so much praise 
as a palaestra for the lungs, and first military exercise of 
speech. Is there anything more beautiful than a merry 
singing child? And how unwearied! v he repeats the 
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same thing, which is so repulsive to the little soul in all 
other games ! As in maturer age the Alpine shepherd 
and the chained labourer sing away their vacancy and 
long hours of comptdsory sitting ; so the child sings away 
childhood, and sings on, hearing only himself. For 
harmony, like the innate poetry of the feelings, says 
nothing but the same thing, unsatiated by repetition, 
unwearied by sound. 

Let the father, like the Frieslander, follow the proverb 
— Frisia non cantat — and never or seldom sing : I would 
wish him to do it for his children, and the mother for him 
and them. 

§ 60. 

As one drops asleep by inward listening to singing, so 
one might, at least in a case where immediate waking is 
necessary (always a most undesirable thing) effect it by 
music, as Montaigne's father did. A flute-playing clock 
would be a good awakener. And why should not harmony 
be employed as a soul-curative means against the maladies 
of children, against vexation, obstinacy, anger ? 



CHAPTER VI. 

COMMANDS, PROHIBITIONS, PUNISHMENTS, AND CRYING. 

§61. 

EoussEAU could not write these paragraphs ; for he was of 
a different opinion. But I agree with Basedow, and do 
not beli'^ve, with the former, that the parental will can 
and ought to assume the appearance of a mere accident. 
Rewarding and punishing merely by physical consequences 
and regulations, and in fact the whole of Rousseau's 
system of education, would throw away a grown-up man 
for the sake of a growing one : but life is not given to 
pass merely from education again to education. Rousseau 
himself admits that only an approach to hlB plan is 
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{xxssible ; but then one is jnst as far as ever fi*om the goal^ 
since here it does not depend on the failure of a degree, 
but of a species. Fortunately this erroneous course is 
closed against the child's mind. 

How, then, would the child attain the after-feeling of 
necessity without the fore-feeling of freedom which he 
must see as strong in others, or in his equals, as in 
himself? Much more must the child — proceeding from 
himself — regard all things, even dead matter, as free, and 
be exasperated with every opposition, as though it were 
intentional. The deeper the chain of souls hangs down 
the broader does the free ocean flow around. The dog bites 
the stone — the child strikes both — the savage sees in the 
storm a war kindled and led by spirits. It is only to the 
clearer eye that that dark iron mass which we call 
necessity stands in the midst of the universe like a black 
sun. Even this it is that first draws the free spirit, which 
begins and ends in freedom, out of understanding into 
reason, out of the finite into infinitude. The child, then, 
who makes every thing into an independent being, con- 
sequently yourself in the first place, finds in every oc- 
curence a premeditated course of action, and in every 
hindrance an enemy. Do not we older ones experience 
during our whole life the iron power of nature, yet 
without resigning ourselves calmly and uncomplainingly 
to it, when, for instance, it either closes it irremediably, as 
in death, or embitters it, as in old age ? And whence do 
physical consequences obtain their educational reputation 
except from the unchangeableness of nature ? Now free 
will may appear to the child just as consequential and 
immoveable I Then he beholds a higher than blind ne- 
cessity. Further, is there any necessity which better 
teaches endurance than the mental one of a foreign will ? 
Finally, how can trust in men — that noble bond of human 
and higher oneness — come to life in a child without some 
object, without a parent's word on which he may confide ? 

§62 

The modes, then, of commanding and forbidding are all 
ihat come under consideration. And here we must entreat 



168 JEAN PAUL FRIEDRICH RICHTER. [fRAG. ni. 

par^pir'for tbo disorderly ranks of a merely experimental 
jm of education. 

Take no pleasure in ordering b > do or not to do, but in 
the child's free action. In frequent orders v the parent's 
advantage is more considered than the chililsA 

Let the child be irresistibly bound by your word, but 
not you yourself : you need not give any edicta perpetua, 
but your lawgiving power can each day issue new de- 
cretals and pastoral letters. 

Forbid seldomer by actions than by words: do not 
snatch the knife out of the child's hands, but let him lay 
it do\\Ti himself at your desire; in the first case he 
obeys the pressure of a foreign power, in the second its 
guidance. 

Let your tables of the law be unbroken, and in raised 
character. Kather forbid the whole, if it is difficult for 
you to separate its parts : for instance — touching the 
table at all, though you may only wish to protect some 
articles upon it. 

Let the child learn in himself the right he demands 
from others. Consequently let the respect for property 
be decidedly and unsparingly exacted from him. What 
belongs to the child ? Father and mother, nothing more : 
every thing else belongs to them. But as every man 
desires a world, yea, a whole universe, for his patrimony, 
mete out little to the little ones and say — " No more ! " 

The child's ear readily distinguishes a decided from an 
angry tone of voice: the mother easily falls into the latter 
when she attempts to imitate the father in the former. 
His commands are better obeyed than hers for three 
reasons ; the first, his decided, though far removed from 
angry, voice, has been already mentioned. The second is, 
that the man, for the most part, like the warrior, says only 
one, and consequently the same, imperial No; whereas 
women can scarcelj* say to a child. Be quiet ! without 
colon and semicolon, and most necessary notes of inter- 
rogation and exclamation. Was there ever in history an 
instance of a woman training a dog ? Or could a generaless, 
in commanding her marching army to halt, ever express 
herself otherwise than thus : '* All you people, as soon as I 
have done speakin^f, I command you all to stand still in 
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your places ; halt, I tell you ! " The third reason is, that 
the m-^'^ more rarely withdraws his refusal. 

The best rule in politics is said to be "pas trop 
gouvemer:" it is also true in education. But some 
teachers, in order to be always talking, and rather to 
resemble ringing silver than dead-sounding gold, preach 
as often against faults and in favour of virtues which 
come with years, as against faults and for virtues which 
increase with age ; why, for instance, is there so much 
precipitate haste about learning to walk, to knit, to read, 
as if these arts must not finally come of themselves ? But 
quite different things are, for example, pure enunciation, 
correct writing, and holding the pen and person properly 
while so engaged, a sense of order, and generally those 
capabilities which only grow with years. Since, un- 
foi*tunately, independently of these things, education and 
instruction require so many words, spare using them 
against fading faults, and direct them against growing 
ones. Frugal speech cultivates and strains the powers of 
the interpreting child, as riddles do. Grown people do 
the same towards one another : for instance, a great man 
of my acquaintance says at first, among a circle of 
strangers, little more than hum, hum, and that very low ; 
but just as (according to the Indian myth) the silent 
godhead interrupted his eternity and creation began, only 
because he in a similar way said, " oum " * so this man, 
merely by his " hum," gives everyone much to think of. 
Yes, I know even a greater and more useful one-syllable- 
ness than even the Chinese : that is no-syllableness, or 
silence. Young doctors, who do not wish to forget natural 
philosophy in their usual medical sciences, very often 
make use of it, in their examinations before the collegium 
modicum, in reply to very common questions ; as Socrates 
was silent when angry, so they wish by silence to express 
their indignation at questions about miserable sciences to 
which they have always remained strangers. 

But to return from this digression, which can less be 
ranked among the improvements than among the additions 
to the second edition — many of us teachers accompany our 
oommands and prohibitions with moral reasons on theif 

* Gorre's History of Myths. 
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consequently, under suoh a moral annihilation » feels the 
wrong-doing of others more than his own ; and this all 
the more because in him want of reflection, and the 
general warmth of his feelings, represent the injustice of 
others in a more ugly light than his own. 

If it be permitted to the state only to declare actionsi, 
not men, dishonourable — except in cases where it adjudges 
the loss of life with that of honour, because loss of honour 
is the extinction of humanity ; and every heart, however 
degraded, still preserves indestructible the life-germ that 
may grow up into the restoration of the man : — then is it 
still more sinful, by the cruel frost of ignominious punish- 
ment, to injure this life-seed in the child, which as yet 
only bears unripe and growing members. You may give 
him as rewards, coats of arms, chains and stars of orders, 
and doctors' hats — or, as punishments, take all these 
away ; but do not let the punishments of honour be 
greater ; that is to say, do not let them be positive, as the 
dunces* caps and wooden horses of many schools are. 
Shame is the cold Orcus of the inner man; a spiritual 
hell, without redemption, wherein the damned can become 
nothing else but at most one devil more. Therefore, even 
Gedicken's advice, to oblige a child deserving punishment 
'l-o write a theme about his faiilt, is to be rejected (except 
dt a somewhat later period) ; for what else can this raking 
up of the inner slough produce but either foul, complete 
sinking and incrustation of the fallen child, or poisonous 
stunning of the better by marsh exhalations? And does 
not the tender being thus harden and accustom himself to 
a contradiction between words and feelings ? Somewhat 
similar is the punishment of kissing the hand which has 
inflicted chastisement. The state and education do so 
mutually work after and imitate one another! I only 
cite as an example the disgraceful retractation of an 
injury. For, as no civic power can remove the opinion of 
the injurer, the command to revoke his words is only the 
command for a lie, and every other punishment would be 
juster and more acceptable, than this dictated self-pro- 
fanation, whereby the man — against other rules of justice 
— must show himself up as the house-witness of his own 
fihame. Only the judge, not one of the parties, can justly 
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itself, but in their uncliangeableness. The younger the 
child the more necessary is one-syllableness ; yes, even 
that is not necessary ; shake the head and let that be 
enough. At most say, Pstl Later on, give the reasons 
in a gentle voice, merely to render obedience easier by 
the fair tokens of love. For vehement refusal produces 
in the child vehement demand. 

Forbid in a gentle voice, so that a whole gamut of 
increased force may be open to you, and only once. The 
last may cost labour. Even in the child that human 
system of delay rules which for every rapid determination 
must have time for three words of command and three 
summonses, together with some hours of grace. Do not, 
then, be more angry than is fitting, if a child, for instance, 
closes a forbidden noise with a so finely graduated Allegro 
ma non troppo and mancando, that you yourself at last 
cannot accurately distinguish resistance from obedience. 
Here there remains no choice but either punishment for 
the most infinitely small disobedience, or, after the first 
obedience, indifference to the rest : the latter seems to 
me the best. But there is a more beautiful lingering, the 
parental. The first and quickest word which a father 
gives to a begging child, or wife, or servant is. No; 
thereupon he endeavours to grant the request, and says 
Yes at the end instead of at the beginning. The mother 
does still worse. Can you, then, obtain from yourself no 
respite, no 'nterval before decision, for the child, or 
whoever it may be, by merely answering to every request, 
" Come again," or " After this,'* or " In three Saxon 
minutes of rest " ? Women, I woTild only recommend you 
this law of delay in order to be less frequently in 
opposition to others. Another parental delay, that of 
punishment, is of use for children of the second five years 
((quinquennium). Parents and teachers would more fre- 
quently punish according to the line of exact justice if, 
after every fault in a child, they woidd only count four- 
and-twenty, or their buttons, or their fingers. They 
woidd thereby let the deceiving present round themselves, 
as well as round the children, escape ; the cold still empire 
of cleartaoss would remain behind, and the child, as well as 
father (suj»posing, for instance, that anger would else have 
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been tl occasion for as well as the medium of the punish- 
ment, or the correction also the repetition of the fault), 
would learn in the reflected mutual pain to regard that of 
the other. Beccaria rightly attaches the punishment, or 
hangman, close to the heels of the criminal, because 
compassion and oblivion would else only act against, not 
in favour of the executioner ; but the presupposed, wide- 
extended despotism of the parental law admits of the 
softening interval of time before the spectators, as well as 
before the child, and in the rulers themselves. Only with 
regard to your youngest children attach the punishment 
to the very fault, like a physical effect to its cause. 

§63. 

After unchangeable biddings and forbiddings, one might 
^so recommend to the parents some wishes, whose fulfil- 
ment would depend solely on the love and free choice of 
the children, in order to exercise them in freedom and love 
and merit. I will do so. 

The obedience of children, in itself alone without 
consideration of its motive, can have no other value than 
that thereby much is made easier to the parents. Oi 
would it be good for a soid's growth, suppose your child 
always submitted, bent and broke his will to that of others 
as to yours ? What a pliable, dislocated human member, 
bound on the wheel of fortune, would the child then be ! 
But what you desire is, not his obedience, but his inclina- 
tion to it, love, trust, self-denial, the grateful reverence 
for the best (namely his parents) I And in so far you are 
right. But therefore take care to command nothing to 
which the higher motive does not itself call and incline 
you. To forbid will less irritate and less cause to err a 
child who regards everything as the independent property 
of his parents, than to command ; since the young spirit 
already knows that he has at least one property, himself 
and justice. Mothers willingly call to the help of their 
biddings and forbiddings the dissipating method, which 
by pleasurable by-ways conceals from the child the goal 
of authoritative command. But by this flattering mum- 
merj' tbd child learns no rule and no discipline, but before 
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his short-sighted eye all right and steadiness is oon- 
verted into a merry game of chance, which hardens and 
accustoms him to nothing. 

Further, the children, always only the receivers of 
their parents' gifts, are themselves sometimes gladly the 
hosts of their hosts, and do the work of love more 
cheerfully than that of necessity; just as their parents 
more willingly give than pay. Let, then, the request be 
proffered in the gentlest tone of voice (but without giving 
any reasons) and recompensed by gladness at its fulfil- 
ment ; yet let not its refusal be punished. Only the slave 
is lashed to over-service ; even the camel moves no swifter 
before the whip, only behind the flute. Children it has 
been remarked, have a particular affection for the station 
of their grand-parents; and how comes this but because 
they require and order little, and consequently their 
grand-children receive it the more willingly from them ? 
Finally, can you more beautifully and soothingly ex- 
tinguish the memory of a punishment than, when it is 
over, making the child happy by expressing a wish for a 
little act of courtesy to some one? More of this iii the 
chapter on the education of the affections. 



CHAPTEB Vn. 

PUNISHMENTS. 



§64. 

This unchildlike word will scarcely issue from my pen : I 
would rather write pain or after-smart. Punishment 
should only apply to guilty conscience, and in the begin 
ning chil&en, like animals, have only an innocent one. 
They, as the fixed stars viewed from the mountains, 
shoiild never tremble ; and the earth should seem to them, 
as it would do from a star, glorious shining, not earthy 
])lack. Or, if you necessitate them to sacrifice and pawn 
their irrecoverable May-time, in order that they may 
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thoroughly enjoy its inmost kernel in some subsequent 
tempestuous period of life, do you advise them any 
thing different from what the Indian does, who buries his 
gold in order to enjoy it in the next world after he him- 
self is buried ? 

Great rewards, says Montesquieu, betoken a falling 
state ; the same is true of great punishments in the 
schoolhouse; yea, and in the state also. Not great but 
unavoidable punishments are mighty, truly almighty. 
Hence most police punishments are usury — punishint* 
with pounds where pence would suffice — so also are 
torturing cruelties, because no one dreads the wheel who 
scorns the gallows. There exists in men a fearful cruelty ; 
as compassion can grow into positive pain, so the infliction 
of pain for punishment can grow into pleasure. It is 
strange, but to be proved by schoolmasters, soldiers, 
rustics, hunters, overseers of slaves and murderers, and by 
the French revolution, that wrathful cruelty is easily 
fanned into a pleasurable sensation, to which screams, 
tears, and flowing wounds actually become a refreshing 
spring to the thirst for blood. Among the people the 
blows of fate on the parents usually beget, as in a 
stormy sky, retaliating blows on the children. Common 
mothers strike their own children the harder because they 
see strangers do it — or because they cry too much — or 
because they are too silent. Is it more our subjection 
to jurist Rome — which considered children, as well as 
women, slaves and those who were not Romans as things, 
not men — or more our reverence for the domestic sanctu- 
ary which explains the indifference with which the state 
beholds the painful judgments of parents and teachers, 
the tortures of defenceless innocence ? 

§ 65. 

If the ancient Goths, Greenlanders, Quakers, and even 
savages, form tranquil and brave children-souls without 
the cane, round which ours must twine like tame snakes, 
we may perceive how ill we use the twig which must 
afterwards be thickened to a stick. The one ought to 
have rendered the other unnecessary Even the smallest 



CHAP. Vn.J LEVANA.. 175 

rod should only be used occasionally as paradigma and 
theme of the future ; afterwards the mere threatening 
preaches and restrains. At the same time the reproach of 
Goths and savages, that blows destroy the courage of a 
boy, proves rather too much, because it would equally 
serve against every useful preventive which teaches by 
pain, for instance, burning the finger ; and, moreover, 
may be disproved, partly by the example of the common 
German soldier, who probably gives as many blows in war 
as he received in time of peace, and also, partly, by that 
of the officers, with whom sometimes the opposite is the 
case. 

A child who strikes should be struck, and best by the 
object itself, if he be old enough ; by the servants, for 
instance. If a child be struck, say a girl, the father maj 
be her curator sexus (guardian of the sex) ; on the contrary, 
if it be a boy who struck a boy, he would not deserve the 
future man's hat if he rather raised his voice than his hand, 
and took refuge in his father's revenging stick. 

Never let the contest of parental and childish obstinacy 
take place ; the one in punishing persistency to obtain its 
object, the other in enduring refractoriness. After a 
certain amount of exerted authority, leave to the grieved 
child the victory of No ; you may be certain he will the 
next time avoid so painful a one. 

Tremblingly I venture to propose suggestive questions, 
presupposive of the matter — such, it is well known, are 
forbidden to judges, because they would thereby attach to 
the prisoner's answer what they had first derived from it ; 
and because, by this blackening of forbidden wares, they 
would soon arrive at the blackening of the accused thus 
urged to stumble. At the same time I would permit the 
educator occasionally to make use of such questions. If 
he know with every likelihood of truth that the child, for 
instance, has been on the ice, contrary to his order, he 
may, by the first question, which only concerns indifferent 
by-circumstances, as How long he has been on the pond 
and who was sliding with him, take away from him at 
once the wish and the attempt to pay the inquirer with 
the false silver of a lie ; a wish and an attempt to which 
the simple question, Whether he had remained in the house 
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would have afforded room and temptation. It is impoy- 
Bible that wickedness and presence of mind can be so great 
in a child, that in this confusing assault he will declare 
the seeming omniscience of the parental inquiry to be a 
lie, by himself giving a bold lying denial of the fact. 
Children, like savages, have a propensity to lie, which has 
chiefly reference to the past, and behind which, as Kous- 
Beau*s lie about the ribbon proves, the truthfulness of riper 
years is developed. Baser and more dangerous than lies 
about what is past are prospective lies, or those about the 
future, by which the child, else the echo of the present, anni 
hilating himself, declares, with the consciousness of doing 
BO, the design of a long contrary course of bad action : the 
lie of the past steals good money, the lie of the future 
coins false. The carefully moral use of a similar leading 
question at least renders difficult the so dangerous success 
of the titular truth of a lie ; for one successful lie is the 
mother of lies; and out of every wind-egg the devil 
hatches his basilisks. 

One word about after-anger ! A serious punishment of 
a child is scarcely so important as the quarter of an hour 
immediately succeeding, and the transition to forgiveness. 
After the hour of storm every seed- word finds a softened 
warm ground ; fear and hatred of the punishment, which 
at first hardened and struggled against what was said, are 
now past, and gentle instruction falls in and heals, as honey 
relieves a sting and oil cures wounds. During this hour 
one may speak much, if the gentlest possible tone of voice 
be used, and soften the grief of others by showing our own. 
But every long winter of after-wrath is poisonous ; at 
most an after-grief, not an after-punishment, is allowable. 
Mothers, viewing every thing on the foundation of love, 
and so treating their children like their husbands, fall easily 
into this after-punishment, chiefly because it better agrees 
with their activity, gladly dividing itself into little parts, 
and because they, unlike tiie man, who sets the stem round 
with thorns, willingly cover the leaves with prickles. I 
have dearest lady-readers, met the gentlest, mildest, 
" Blondinas " in public places, who, neverthelesss, in the 
nursery (and in the servants* hall too) resembled beautiful 
white roses, which prick as sharply as the fullest and 
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Teddest. Unfortunately it is often the case that women, 
like so many authors (myself, for example) do not know 
when to stop and say, Halt ! A word which I have hither- 
to vainly sought in every female dictionary, and in every 
female street-quarrel. Now this after-anger, this should- 
l)e-puni8hing appearance of loving less, either passes over 
the child, living only in the present and resembling a beast 
ivhich immediately after the greatest pain and madness 
eats on peaceably, without being understood and without 
having any effect ; or, from the same sense of the present, 
the child reconciles himself to the want of marks of affec- 
tion, and learns to do without love : or his little heart is 
embittered by the continued punishment of a buried fault ; 
and so by this after-rancour the beautiful affecting pas- 
sage to forgiveness is lost, which by long gradations is 
weakened. But afterwards this after-tax of punishment, 
so dear to women, may do good service when the girl is 
about thirteen years old, and the boy fourteen : this later, 
riper age counts so much past in its present that the long 
regretful seriousness of a father or a mother must move 
and influence a youth or a maiden at the time when their 
hearts thirst for love; in this case coldness ripens and 
sweetens the fruit, whereas earlier it only kills the 
blossom. Is there any thing more beautiful than a mother 
who, after a punishment, speaks to her child with gentle 
earnestness and serious love? And yet there is something 
even more beautiful — a father who does the same. 

What is to be followed as a rule of prudence, yea of 
justice, towards grown-up people, should be much more 
observed towards children ; namely, that one should never 
judgingly declare, for instance, " You are a liar," or even, 
" You are a bad boy," instead of saying, " You have told 
an untruth," or " You have done wrong." For, since the 
power to command yourself implies at the same time the 
power of obeying, man feels, a minute after his fault, as 
free as Socrates ; and the branding mark of his nature, not 
of the deed, must seem to him a blameworthy punishment. 
To this must be added that every individuaFs wrong 
actions, owing to his inalienable sense of a moral aim and 
hope, seem to him only short, usurped interregnums of the 
de^ or comets in the uniform solar system. The ohild. 
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consequently, under suoli a moral annihilation » feels the 
wrong-doing of others more than his own ; and this all 
the more because in him want of reflection, and the 
general warmth of his feelings, represent the injustice of 
others in a more ugly light than his own. 

If it be permitted to the state only to declare actions^ 
not men, dishonourable — except in cases where it adjudges 
the loss of life with that of honour, because loss of honour 
is the extinction of humanity ; and every heart, however 
degraded, still preserves indestructible the life-germ that 
may grow up into the restoration of the man : — then is it 
still more sinful, by the cruel frost of ignominious punish- 
ment, to injure this life-seed in the child, which as yet 
only bears unripe and growing members. You may give 
him as rewards, coats of arms, chains and stars of orders, 
and doctors* hats — or, as punishments, take all these 
away; but do not let the punishments of honour be 
greater ; that is to say, do not let them be positive, as the 
dunces* caps and wooden horses of many schools are. 
Shame is the cold Orcus of the inner man; a spiritual 
hell, without redemption, wherein the damned can become 
nothing else but at most one devil more. Therefore, even 
Gedicken*s advice, to oblige a child deserving punishment 
'!.o write a theme about his faiilt, is to be rejected (except 
dt a somewhat later period) ; for what else can this raking 
up of the inner slough produce but either foul, complete 
sinking and incrustation of the fallen child, or poisonous 
stunning of the better by marsh exhalations? And does 
not the tender being thus harden and accustom himself to 
a contradiction between words and feelings ? Somewhat 
similar is the punishment of kissing the hand which has 
inflicted chastisement. The state and education do so 
mutually work after and imitate one another! I only 
cite as an example the disgraceful retractation of an 
injury. For, as no civic power can remove the opinion of 
the injurer, the command to revoke his words is only the 
command for a lie, and every other punishment would be 
juster and more acceptable, than this dictated self-pro- 
fanation, whereby the man — against other rules of justice 
— must show himself up as the house- witness of his own 
shame. Only the judge, not one of the parties, can justly 
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(not morally) teetore honotif to the other ; for else he 
could also take away what he gave back.* Still stranger 
is it that in the more refined degrees of recantation 
the defendant loses in his own honour what of another's 
he restores to the plaintiff — ^like a master of the mint who 
l)eoomes bankrupt. But back to our ill-treated child! 
Are not the wounds which an honoured warrior scarcely 
feels made deep and burning by dishonour ? so the dis« 
honoured and helpless being struck by two blows hangs 
between heaven and earth, scourged both in body and 
soul, and languishingly desolate. But, ye parents and 
teachers, in a less degree, but in the same way, do you 
inflict inward and outward torments on the weak hearli3 
■when — as is so often — you surround with thorns the 
corporeal, or other punishments, by derision of their 
appearance, or by ludicrous names. Never let the least 
pain be inflicted scoffingly, but seriously, oftener sadly* 
The sorrow of the parents purifies that of the child. For 
example, if the royal pupil of F6n61on gave way to ebulli- 
tions of passion, this bishop of Cambray — more properly of 
Fatmos, for he might have been the second disciple whom 
Jesus loved — commanded all the servants to wait on the 
king's son seriously and silently, and so let stillness 
preach. 



CHAPTER Vni. 

SCREAMING AND CBYING OF CHILDREN. 

§ 66. 

The best about this is already written, and the gleanings, 
too, along with it. All that need be done more is— to do 
what is written ; and this I expect from the women for 
the first time if they have children in the second world, or 

* But here nothing is said or is above intended against (rather for) 
the old German fashion which, without judicial intervention, left 
simply to the two parties (for an honour-stealer was forthwith a judge 
of honour before the end of the matter) the determination of theif 
honours by a tri^ of strength. 

n a 
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way to the heart, which are mere superficiality, for the 
child's conscience itself affords their strongest proof : but 
a sequence of reasons is useful in connection with 
medicinal, gymnastic, and other commands, which find in 
the child, instead of an advocate, only curiosity and 
ignorance. 

Further, we grown-up people all have and admit 
(though without deriving any peculiar benefit from it) 
the fault of considering every difference of a child from 
ourselves as a failing, our scoldings as lessons, childish 
errors as greater than our own ; and thence it is we so 
thoughtlessly convert our educational rein and leading- 
strings into a hanging rope, and would willingly carve 
the child into a neat cork Swiss model of our Alps (as 
Pfyflfer does the lofty mountains) ; and thence it is also, 
since the like is not easily accomplished, that we talk on 
and on, like the shell sea trumpet which ceaselessly sounds, 
and with our school-chalk draw and lengthen the broad 
stroke before the beak of the poor hen, so that she may 
always stare down on the same line without being able to 
look upwards. 

Even a grown-up man whom some one should follow all 
day long with moveable pulpit and stool of confession, 
from which to hurl sermons and anathemas, could never 
attain any real activity and moral freedom ; how much 
less then a weak child, who, at every step in life, must be 
entangled in a " stop — ^nin — ^be quiet—do that !" It is 
the same fault as that filling and cramming of the day 
with mere lessons ; under which rain-spout of instruction 
princely children especially stand, as if to make up by 
that flow of teaching for the future ebb of learning. And 
what else, in fact, is this but unceasingly to sow one field 
full of seed upon seed ? A dead com granary may possibly 
come out of it, but no living harvest field. Or, in another 
simile, your watch stops while you wind it up, and you 
everlastingly wind up children and never let them gc». 

The reason why children dread the fire, which always 
bums, more than the knife, which does not always cut, 
applies to their different kind of fear of father and of 
mother : he is the fire, she the knife. The difference does 
not lie in their severity, for an angry mother is severity 
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itself, but in their uncliangoableness. The younger the 
child the more necessary is one-syllableness ; yes, even 
that is not necessary; shake the head and let that be 
enough. At most say, PstI Later on, give the reasons 
in a gentle voice, merely to render obedience easier by 
the fair tokens of love. For vehement refusal produces 
ill the child vehement demand. 

Forbid in a gentle voice, so that a whole gamut of 
increased force may be open to you, and only once. The 
last may cost labour. Even in the child that human 
system of delay rules which for every rapid det<?rmination 
must have time for three words of command and three 
summonses, together with some hours of grace. Do not, 
then, be more angry than is fitting, if a child, for instance, 
closes a forbidden noise with a so finely graduated Allegro 
ma non troppo and mancandOf that you yourself at last 
cannot accurately distinguish resistance from obedience. 
Here there remains no choice but either punishment for 
the most infinitely small disobedience, or, after the first 
obedience, indifference to the rest : the latter seems to 
me the best. But there is a more beautiful lingering, the 
parental. The first and quickest word which a father 
gives to a bogging child, or wife, or servant is. No; 
thereupon he endeavours to grant the request, and says 
Yes at the end instead of at the beginning. The mother 
does still worse. Can you, then, obtain from yourself no 
respite, no 'ntorval before decision, for the child, or 
whoever it may be, by merely answering to every request, 
" Come again," or " After this,'* or " In three Saxon 
minutes of rest " ? Women, I woidd only recommend you 
this law of delay in order to be less frequently in 
opposition to others. Another parental delay, that of 
punishment, is of use for children of the second five years 
((quinquennium). Parents and teachers would more fre- 
quently punish according to the line of exact justice if, 
after every fault in a child, they would only count four- 
and-twenty, or their buttons, or their fingers. They 
would thereby let the deceiving present round themselves, 
as well as round the children, escape ; the cold still empire 
of cleai^oss would remain behind, and the child, as well as 
father (suj«posing, for instance, that anger would else have 
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been tl o occasion for as well as the medium of the punish- 
ment, or the correction also the repetition of the fault), 
woiild learn in the reflected mutual pain to regard that of 
the other. Beccaria rightly attaches the punishment, or 
hangman, close to the heels of the criminal, because 
compassion and oblivion would else only act against, not 
in favour of the executioner ; but the presupposed, wide- 
extended despotism of the parental law admits of the 
softening interval of time before the spectators, as well as 
before the child, and in the rulers themselves. Only with 
regard to your youngest children attach the punishment 
to the very fault, like a physical effect to its cause. 

§63. 

After unchangeable biddings and forbiddings, one might 
$fclso recommend to the parents some wishes, whose fulfil- 
ment would depend solely on the love and free choice of 
the children, in order to exercise them in freedom and love 
and merit. I will do so. 

The obedience of children, in itself alone without 
consideration of its motive, can have no other value than 
that thereby much is made easier to the parents. Oi 
would it be good for a soul's growth, suppose your child 
always submitted, bent and broke his will to that of others 
as to yours ? What a pliable, dislocated human member, 
bound on the wheel of fortune, would the child then be ! 
But what you desire is, not his obedience, but his inclina- 
tion to it, love, trust, self-denial, the grateful reverence 
for the best (namely his parents) I And in so far you are 
right. But therefore take care to command nothing to 
which the higher motive does not itself call and incline 
you. To forbid will less irritate and less cause to err a 
child who regards everything as the independent property 
of his parents, than to command ; since the young spirit 
already knows that he has at least one property, himself 
and justice. Mothers willingly call to the help of their 
biddings and forbiddings the dissipating method, which 
by pleasurable by-ways conceals from the child the goal 
of authoritative command. But by this flattering mum- 
merj' i^ child learns no rule and no discipline, but before 
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his short-sighted eye all right and steadiness is oon- 
verted into a merry game of chance, which hardens and 
accustoms him to nothing. 

Further, the children, always only the receivers of 
their parents' gifts, are themselves sometimes gladly the 
hosts of their hosts, and do the work of love more 
cheerfully than that of necessity; just as their parents 
more willingly give than pay. Let, then, the request be 
proffered in the gentlest tone of voice (but without giving 
any reasons) and recompensed by gladness at its fulfil- 
ment ; yet let not its refusal be punished. Only the slave 
is lashed to over-service ; even the camel moves no swifter 
before the whip, only behind the flute. Children it has 
been remarked, have a particular affection for the station 
of their grand-parents; and how comes this but because 
they require and order little, and consequently their 
grand-children receive it the more willingly from them ? 
Finally, can you more beautifully and soothingly ex- 
tinguish the memory of a punishment than, when it is 
over, making the child happy by expressing a wish for a 
little act of courtesy to some one? More of this iii the 
chapter on the education of the affections. 



CHAPTEB Vn. 

PUNISHMENTS. 



§64. 

This unchildlike word will scarcely issue from my pen : I 
would rather write pain or after-smart. Punishment 
should only apply to guilty conscience, and in the begin 
ning children, like animals, have only an innocent one. 
They, as the fixed stars viewed from the mountains, 
should never tremble ; and the earth should seem to them, 
as it would do from a star, glorious shining, not earthy 
black. Or, if you necessitate them to sacrifice and pawn 
their irrecoverable May-time, in order that they may 
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thoroughly enjoy its inmost kernel in some subsequent 
tempestuous period of life, do you advise them any 
thing different from what the Indian does, who buries his 
gold in order to enjoy it in the next world after he him- 
self is buried ? 

Great rewards, says Montesquieu, betoken a falling 
state ; the same is true of great punishments in the 
schoolhouse; yea, and in the state also. Not great but 
unavoidable punishments are mighty, truly almighty. 
Hence most police punishments are usury — punishing 
with pounds where pence would suffice — so also are 
torturing cruelties, because no one dreads the wheel who 
scorns the gallows. There exists in men a fearful cruelty; 
as compassion can grow into positive pain, so the infliction 
of pain for punishment can grow into pleasure. It is 
strange, but to be proved by schoolmasters, soldiers, 
rustics, hunters, overseers of slaves and murderers, and by 
the French revolution, that wrathful cruelty is easily 
fanned into a pleasurable sensation, to which screams, 
tears, and flowing wounds actually become a refreshing 
spring to the thirst for blood. Among the people the 
blows of fate on the parents usually beget, as in a 
stormy sky, retaliating blows on the children. Common 
mothers strike their own children the harder because they 
see strangers do it — or because they cry too much — or 
because they are too silent. Is it more our subjection 
to jurist Rome — which considered children, as well as 
women, slaves and those who were not Eomans as things, 
not men — or more our reverence for the domestic sanctu- 
ary which explains the indifference with which the state 
beholds the painful judgments of parents and teachers, 
the tortures of defenceless innocence ? 

§ 65. 

If the ancient Goths, Greenlanders, Quakers, and even 
savages, form tranquil and brave children-souls without 
the cane, round which ours must twine like tame snakes, 
we may perceive how ill we use the twig which must 
afterwards be thickened to a stick. The one ought to 
have rendered the other unnecessary. Even the smallest 
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rod should only be used occasionally as paradigma and 
theme of the future ; afterwards the mere threatening 
preaches and restrains. At the same time the reproach of 
Goths and savages, that blows destroy the courage of a 
boy, proves rather too much, because it would equally 
serve against every useful preventive which teaches by 
pain, for instance, burning the finger; and, moreover, 
may be disproved, partly by the example of the common 
German soldier, who probably gives as many blows in war 
as he received in time of peace, and also, partly, by that 
of the officers, with whom sometimes the oppo:>ite is the 
case. 

A child who strikes should be struck, and best by the 
object itself, if he be old enough ; by the servants, for 
instance. If a child be struck, say a girl, the father ma3 
be her curator sexus (guardian of the sex) ; on the contrary, 
if it be a boy who struck a boy, he would not deserve the 
future man's hat if he rather raised his voice than his hand, 
and took refuge in his father's revenging stick. 

Never let the contest of parental and childish obstinacy 
take place ; the one in punishing persistency to obtain its 
object, the other in enduring refractoriness. After a 
certain amount of exerted authority, leave to the grieved 
child the victory of No ; you may be certain he will the 
next time avoid so painful a one. 

Tremblingly I venture to propose suggestive questions, 
presupposive of the matter — such, it is well known, are 
forbidden to judges, because they would thereby attach to 
the piisoner's answer what they had first derived from it; 
and because, by this blackening of forbidden wares, they 
would soon arrive at the blackening of the accused thus 
urged to stumble. At the same time I would permit the 
educator occasionally to make use of such questions. If 
he know with every likelihood of truth that the child, for 
instance, has been on the ice, contrary to his order, he 
may, by the first question, which only concerns indifiFerent 
by-circumstances, as How long he has been on the pond 
and who was sliding with him, take away from him at 
once the wish and the attempt to pay the inquirer with 
the false silver of a lie ; a wish and an attempt to which 
the simple question. Whether he had remained in the house 
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wonld have afforded room and temptation. It is impoy- 
gible that wickedness and presence of mind can be so great 
in a child, that in this confusing assault he will declare 
the seeming omniscience of the parental inquiry to be a 
lie, by himself giving a bold lying denial of the fact. 
Children, like savages, have a propensity to lie, which has 
chiefly reference to the past, and behind which, as Eous- 
seau's lie about the ribbon proves, the truthfulness of riper 
years is developed. Baser and more dangerous than lies 
about what is past are prospective lies, or those about the 
future, by which the child, else the echo of the present, anni 
hilating himself, declares, with the consciousness of doing 
BO, the design of a long contrary course of bad action : the 
lie of the past steals good money, the lie of the future 
ooins false. The carefully moral use of a similar leading 
question at least renders difi&cult the so dangerous success 
of the titular truth of a lie ; for one successful lie is the 
mother of lies; and out of every wind-egg the devil 
hatches his basilisks. 

One word about after-anger ! A serious punishment of 
a child is scarcely so important as the quarter of an hour 
immediately succeeding, and the transition to forgiveness. 
After the hour of storm every seed-word finds a softened 
warm ground ; fear and hatred of the punishment, which 
at first hardened and struggled against what was said, are 
now past, and gentle instruction falls in and heals, as honey 
relieves a sting and oil cures wounds. During this hour 
one may speak much, if the gentlest possible tone of voice 
be used, and soften the grief of others by showing our own. 
But every long winter of after-wrath is poisonous ; at 
most an after-grief, not an after-punishment, is allowable. 
Mothers, viewing every thing on the foundation of love, 
and so treating their children like their husbands, fall easily 
into this after-punishment, chiefly because it better agrees 
with their activity, gladly dividing itself into little parts, 
and because they, unlike the man, who sets the stem round 
with thorns, willingly cover the leaves with prickles. I 
have dearest lady-readers, met the gentlest, mildest, 
"Blondinas" in public places, who, neverthelesss, in the 
nursery (and in the servants* hall too) resembled beautiful 
white roses, which prick as sharply as the fullest and 
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reddest. IJiifortuiiate.y it is often the case that women, 
like so many authors (myself, for example) do not know 
when to stop and say, Halt ! A word which I have hither- 
to vainly sought in every female dictionary, and in every 
female street-quarrel. Now this after-anger, this should- 
Jbe-punishing appearance of loving less, either passes over 
the child, living only in the present and resembHng a beast 
w^hich immediately after the greatest pain and madness 
eats on peaceably, without being understood and without 
having any effect ; or, from the same sense of the present, 
the child reconciles himself to the want of marks of affec- 
tion, and learns to do without love : or his little heart is 
embittered by the continued punishment of a buried fault ; 
and so by this after-rancour the beautiful affecting pas- 
sage to forgiveness is lost, which by long gradations is 
weakened. But afterwards this after-tax of punishment, 
so dear to women, may do good service when the girl is 
about thirteen years old, and the boy fourteen : this later, 
riper age counts so much past in its present that the long 
regretful seriousness of a father or a mother must move 
and influence a youth or a maiden at the time when their 
hearts thirst for love; in this case coldness ripens and 
sweetens the fruit, whereas earlier it only kills the 
blossom. Is there any thing more beautiful than a mother 
who, after a punishment, speaks to her child with gentle 
earnestness and serious love? And yet there is something 
even more beautiful — a father who does the same. 

What is to be followed as a rule of prudence, yea of 
justice, towards grown-up people, should be much more 
observed towards children ; namely, that one should never 
judgingly declare, for instance, " You are a liar," or even, 
" You are a bad boy," instead of saying, " You have told 
an untruth," or " You have done wrong." For, since the 
power to command yourself implies at the same time the 
power of obeying, man feels, a minute after his fault, as 
free as Socrates ; and the branding mark of his nature, not 
of the deed, must seem to him a blameworthy punishment. 
To this must be added that every individual's wrong 
actions, owing to Jiis inalienable sense of a moral aim and 
tope, seem to him only short, usurped interregnums of the 
de'^il, or comets in the uniform solar system. The ohild, 

I. » 
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the warm sxiniiy side of the mind and of the body. Exer- 
cise is the third non-conductor of frost. The new eulogists 
of warmth are only in the right when they are interrupted. 
In the cold air of a room a child would shrivel up like a 
plant on the top of a mountain ; but it would do the same 
in everlasting heat : the strongest men are not produced 
either in the immediate neighbourhood of the equator, or 
of the poles, but in the temperate zones, which alternate 
between frost and warmth, but with a preponderance of 
the latter. Do not let any apartments for children be cold, 
with the exception of the sleeping-room ; for bed is of 
itself an external fur covering, and sleep an internal one ; 
and what additional warmth is possible, in case of illness, 
if you have already more than reached the degree per- 
mitted ? If you allow your future Paul (if I may venture 
to choose his godfather before you) to go without shoes 
(which would be to you but a saving of leather, but to him 
of a whole funeral train of evils) ; or if you order your 
future Paidina (to whom he will, probably, with gentle- 
manly politeness permit the first entrance into life, for 
most first children are females,) to go without etockings, 
though soled or shoed, then, in every illness where a warm 
foot-bath is advisable, you can give one of the longest 
duration simply by a pair of shoes and stockings. I had 
my reasons, friend, for recommending shoes, as though 
they were bridal shoes, to your Paulina, although, alas ! 
along with them all the corns, cold feet, thin tender soles 
and heels, which a shoe includes. For I know from afar 
ofif the despair, the womanly dread, lest feet without shoes 
should really grow as large as nature intended, and so quite 
beyond the conventional size of a foot. Our Chinese 
Podolatry (foot-worship) more readily sufiFers the nakedness 
of the higher parts, for instance, of the bosom or of the 
back, than for a girl to go barefoot. Luckily — in this 
case — a boy is not a girl. So let him dance barefoot 
through his young world, like the ancient heroes, who are 
always represented with bare feet. If his foot grow into 
a pedestal, what signifies it to us two men, since we and 
even rational women, care so little about it? 

Why do mothers talk a hundred times about taking 
eold| and scarcely once about becoming over-heated, which. 
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especially in winter, so readily passes into fatal cold ? 1 
shall answer this in a very unexpected way, when I say. 
It is because winter lies nearest to their heart, and con- 
sequently most in their eyes. Winter is, in fact, the 
bleacher and fair colourer of their faces, and they approach 
the snow as a new whitening material ; hence summer is 
much too warm for them to uncover their necks and 
ehoulders as they do in winter which does not discolour 
them. Hence those tender chamber-covered nurslings, 
lily-white and lily-fragile, come from the north, and re- 
semble those white blades of grass which may be found 
under stones in the midst of green spring. Certainly this 
dazzling winter-snow does not bear the fruits of the true 
blossom-snow, for which, nevertheless, we often mistake it, 
as we do beauty for strength. 

A fortunate accident for daughters is the Grecian 
garment-fashion of the present Gymnosophists, (naked 
female runners,) which, it is true, injures the mothers, but 
hardens the daughters ; for as age and custom should avoid 
every fresh cold, so youth exercises itself on it, as on every 
hardship, until it can bear still greater. 

The Unalasks (hear it, ye enemies of every hardening 
process !) dip a crying child into the sea until it is quiet ; 
it necessarily afterwards grows the stronger for it.* So, 
simile-wise, the present naked manner of dressing is a cold 
bath into which the daughters are dipped, who usually 
grow cheerful in it. A physician should always invent 
the fashions ; since he cannot remove a new one except by 
something still newer. 

A system of physical hardening is, indeed, mentally 
necessary, because the body is the anchor-ground of courage. 
Its aim and consequence is not so much health and pro- 
longation of life — for weakly and sensual persons often 
grow old, and nuns and court ladies still oftener — as a 
ft)rtification against weakness of character, and for cheer- 
fulness and activity. As it is not a woman's but only a 
man's mind which becomes more womanish by efiFeminacy, 
it may easily happen in the higher ranks, in which the 
men are, comparatively, more effeminate than the women, 
that the weak will surpass the weakened sex ; and men 

* See Kanffs Pkys. Oeog, von VoOmeer^ vol. iii Ist dly. 
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and women have the delightful prospect of resembling 
date-trees, of which the female only produces fruit, the 
male nothing but flowers. 

The present fashion in dress, regarded as an air bath 
establishment, might have its end more perfectly obtained 
among children, if the garments were occasionally entirely 
laid aside. I mean, why do not we give ourselves, but still 
more our children, the pleasure of playing naked half a 
day in the warm air and sunshine, Jike Adam in his 
paradise of innocence ? 

In ancient Germany, where our ancestors tasted the 
forbidden fruit later, and consequently hung the fig-leaves 
later round them, the children were permitted, as in Egypt, 
to remain ten years longer in nakedness : what spirits of 
physical power must not have stepped from their cold 
forests, when eighteen hundred years of warmth and 
luxury have not sufficed to make their descendants weaker 
than either of us two I So the wood of stripped trees can 
bear a greater weight than that of those which retain 
their bark. 

One need but see how light, active, and refreshed an 
unclothed child feels, drinking and swimming through the 
air, moving its muscles and limbs freely, and ripening 
in the sun like a fruit from which the leaves have been 
removed. So many children's games are Olympic and 
gymnastic, let the children, then, at least be Greeks, that 
is to say, unclothed. 

The cold water bath may be best used immediately after 
the air bath ; if, in other respects, it may be uncondition- 
ally recommended to children under four years old. There 
is, however, one substitute for the bath ; that of a baptism 
in daily colder water of the whole body, though each limb 
be only wet in turns and quickly rubbed dry. I permitted 
this Anabaptist (re-immersing) sin against Brown and his 
followers to be perpetrated every day upon my own chil- 
dren : the consequences were, not chilliness, colds and 
weakness, but the very reverse.* Schwarz, in his treatise 
on education, regards the dislike of a child to this treatment 

• With regard to the advantages of coldness without retardation, aa 
to bow such sun-obscurations exist, see Vortehule der Aetthetikj \xu 
p. 578. 
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as a hint from nature ; but then fche same reascn would 
apply to many medicines, and also to the warm bath, which 
children struggle against in the first instance, because 
they feel all atx)nce so many unaccustomed delights. 

If cold water have medicinal powers for the stomach 
which evaporate when warmed, so has it also for the 
imbibing i^in. After air, cold and warm baths, sleep is 
beneficial. 

There is still one kind of bath, hitherto unused, which 
would be very advantageous both to parents and children, 
I mean a thunder-storm bath. Physicians employ in their 
experiments on nervous invalids, electric air, electric 
plates, electric baths; but thunder, or rather thunder 
water, they have not as yet prescribed. Have they never 
experienced that a person never feels so fresh, cheerful and 
elastic as after a warm or tepid rain has penetrated to the 
skin ? Since human beings, when dry again after a storm, 
feel so much invigorated, and the world of flowers still more 
BOj why will they not receive this united fire and water 
baptism from above, and suffer themselves to be raised and 
healed by the wonder-working arm in the thunder cloud ? 

One ought to have an especial rain or bathing suit of 
clothes, as a frequenter of the spring cloud-baths; and 
then, when there is promise of wet weather, make a rain 
party, and return home dripping. 

The bath company must, alas ! change their clothes — 
the only thing about it which does not please me. The 
shepherd boy, even in the cold rainy days of November, 
takes no chest of clothes with him to the field; neither 
does any French soldier who has marched himself waiin 
all day in the rain, and lies down at night on the cold 
ground ; the fisher stands with his feet in the water and 
his head in the STin, precisely breaking and reversing the 
physician's rule ; — yet the only hundred-and-seventy year 
old man in England was a fisher, and had previously been 
a soldier and a beggar ! Heavens ! with what a fair play- 
ground and free city of the body is our mind originally 
surrounded ! and how long must it have been the slave of 
sin and of opinion ere it was condemned to be the chained 
helmsman or ship-mover of the body ! 

Mental all-sidedness, which means all-powerfulness, is 
not granted us, but physical is ; now let childhood at least 
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be formed for this, and the body, which can inhabit all 
countries, be exercised in accommodating itself to all ; as 
the Russian does who imitates his own empire, a miniature 
Europe in climate, and endures a vapour-and-ice-bath, 
and the extremes of hunger and of repletion. Is it not 
enough to be so pampered as to make a pillow of a snow- 
ball ? — and now do we actually use a cloak bag, or even a 
feather bed ? * 

I add to the above remarks, that parents in physical 
matters — ^alas I that it should happen in morals — ought to 
require more from their children than from themselves : 
in accordance with this, let the rain-wet clothes at ap- 
pointed times dry on the children. 

Would that every mother would consider that, as she 
opposes inoculation to natural small-pox, so, on the same 
grounds, she should oppose the blow of accidental, un- 
expected, and therefore unprepared-for danger, by the 
favourable hardening of versatile childhood when the 
choice of the battle-field is so easy ! 

Our modem women might more readily imitate the 
ancient Germans in every point than in this ; of becoming 
ministers of the art of healing, and so the midwives of the 
future world. If I were a physician, or an important 
teacher in a girls' school, I should consider it my most 
useful work to prepare a medical * Theory of Doubts ' for 
women; I would therein merely ask questions, give a 
hundred answers to each, and then ask them to choose. I 
would, for instance, lay quite undecided before them the 
theory of fever in all its infinite variety, yes, and even 
the thousand causes of headache, the intermixture of 
which so 2imch increases it. Whosoever, even in the 
cradle, gave attention to the science of medicine — a science 
in which, more than in any other, genius and learning 
should form one indivisible compound being — ^would be 

♦ In HDme's * History of Mankind,' p. 384, is the following : A party 
of Highlanders were overtaken by night, and encamped upon the 
smooth snow. A somewhat pampered youth, of good birth, wished to 
make himself more comfortable, and rolled himself a small pillow out 
of the snow. ** What," said his father (Sir Evan Cameron), " will you be 
so womanish ?" and kicked with his foot the snow pillow awn y from 
under his head. — Ah I our ideal would be to rival only the son of Sif 
Evan Cameron. 
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astonished at the boldness with which any no-doctor, and 
his wife into the bargain, pronounces on the parentage, 
name and progeny of every illness. Good heavens ! my 
friend, women think they understand something, we will 
say the very smallest part, of the most difficult of all 
applied sciences, that which is applied to the various 
mental and physical nature united undistinguishably in 
one organisation ; whereas whole cities would thank God 
if there were to be had in each of them but one graduated 
man, universal doctor, medical counsellor, and first 
physician, who would assist you less to heaven than to 
your legs again; and would not, as if he were a pope, 
regard every pilgrim on this earth as a pilgrim of the 
cross, whom he had to send forth to win a consecrated 
grave (if he deserved one). The best physician is a prize 
in the lottery ; the best medicine from Imn is a prize in 
the lottery. And yet eveiy woman considers herself to be 
both lotto and lottery ; at once both the groat prize, and 
that fifth in order ! 

Whence comes this absurd pretension to the art of 
healing among women and — let us include ourselves — 
among other human beings, myself for instance (whose 
whole letter proves it) and among men of former ages, as 
the old Latin proverb testifies*, and Eulenspiegel also, 
to whom every passer-by prescribed a cure for his tooth- 
ache? This folly proceeds from a hundred causes; for 
instance, from the confusion of the science of medicine 
and the art of surgery; from the difiFerences among 
physicians; from anxiety and affection, <fec. &c. — but, I 
believe, chiefly from trust in the proposition of a sufficient 
reason. Man, a cause-seeking animal as well as one of 
mere habit, — however modestly he may listen to all 
scientific things which end in history or mere information, 
to all histories of the world or of nature, to information 
about measurement, coining, language, arms, antiquity, 
history, — this man cannot restrain his power and insight 
when any scientific theory is presented to him, whether 
it be of the subject in hand, of nature, of morals, of taste, 

* Fingunt se medicos quivis idiota, sacerdos, Judaeus, monachns, 
bistrio, rasor, anus — i.e. Every layman fancies himself a physician—* 
priest, jew, monk, jack-padding, barber, and dame. 
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of sickness. The peasant gives his opinion about the 
causes of the world, of a thunder storm, of sin, of a per- 
formance on the organ, of bodily pain ; for in all these 
cases he draws his theory entirely out of himself. 

If women particularly desire to cure something, I 
would propose to them besides souls, — for which they 
would be better soul-curesses than the soul-curers are — 
wounds ; as in some Spanish provinces women remove the 
beard, so should they also legs and arms; their hands, 
so gentle, tender and apt, their keener survey of what 
is actually before them, and their compassionate hearts 
would certainly as sweetly heal common wounds as they 
make those of the heart. Many a soldier, if the female 
surgeon of his regiment were pretty, would boldly expose 
himself to wounds were it only to have them bound by 
her, or suffer his arm to be amputated by her in order to 
give her his hand. The blood- fearing eye of women would 
become sufficiently hardened, though not so flinty, as that 
of men ; as the Parisian fish- women prove by wounds and 
blows. Moreover, at this present time the whole world is 
forming hardening-schools for the feelings, — I mean wars. 

I will only add a page or two to my over-lengthy epistle 
and then break off. Although every mother plays the 
doctor, she yet constantly requires one for the child. Then 
she wants very many remedies, in order to try each only 
once, and so, in consequence, not at the wrong time. Then 
she requires many doctors, in order to hear and to say much. 
And many even think to instigate the doctor to a more 
active campaign against the malady by representing it as 
worse than it is, and concealing the favourable symptoms : 
as if a person should try to rescue himself from the danger 
of drowning by screaming fire, or from fire by the distress 
signals in use at sea. 

Meanwhile, as no woman's mind will suffer itself to be 
deprived of a physicking finger along with the doctor's 
ring, nor of its brcdns as well as the doctor's hat, a man 
might, myself for instance, remove the chief danger of 
a domestic practice of medicine for the family circle by a 
lew general rules, such, perhaps, as the following ; — Grant 
in general, for instance, that most illnesses are asthenic 
or weakening — according to Brown above eight-ninths, 
to Schmidt Sie fall nine-ninths ; now, the younger the 
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cliildren are the more asthenic are tney, and so more likely 
to die from sudden loss of strength than from sudden over- 
stimulants ; wherefore, in every case you may prescribe 
strengthening domestic remedies, that is to say nourish- 
ment, a tonic of the least injurious kind. 

The heat of fever can only Ido allayed by what the child 
himself fancies ; and still less must it be strengthened by 
medicines instead of nourishment ; and least of all by food 
instead of drink. A few words on this point may be allowed 
even to the laity; the superior excellence of a glass of 
wine to all glasses of medicine in cases of weakness is seen 
in grown-up people, in whom, after all apothecary's 
essences, the electric spark of life has frequently been re- 
kindled by one strengthening bottle of wine, — of this I 
have experienced strangely decisive instances. And many 
things might easily be added to this ; wine has the advan- 
tage of a iOnger, slower, and more constant influence; 
whereas the tonics of the apothecary assume the name of 
aquavitte and act like earthquakes, that is to say, by small 
doses and long intervals. 

I will give yet one other piece of good advice, the very 
best, to women; that is, when a child is really ill to do 
nothing whatever — especially nothing new — not to change 
a moderate temperature — to give him what he wishes to 
eat or drink — to say nothing if he fast for a few days — and 
to avoid all domestic recipes. A mistake in a domestic 
remedy, giving wine, for instance, instead of vinegar ; or, 
in an opposite case, fruit instead of eggs, may just as easily 
be the cause of death as a mistake in a prescription. The 
only thing I would further recommend to the mother is 
Dr. Kilian*s excellent * Home and Travelling Physician,' — 
and that, not that she may attempt to cure by it, but 
that, after a physician has named the complaint, she may 
use a treatment in accordance with it. For the husband I 
should recommend Kilian's 'Clinical Handbook,' a new 
edition of the former work, enlarged and enriched with 
receipts. Both books will be sent for your perusal by the 
next carrier. 

The gymnastic instruction of your Paul shall be discussed 
another time, in some six or seven years, when he shall be 
born and have attained that age. In any case I woiQd, at 
least, let my own children, for weeks together, climb, leapi 
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Bwim, run races, play at ball and nine pins ; but I would 
also just as soon, for weeks together, let them dig like a 
burrowing mole, or be kept quiet like a person recovering 
from scarlet fever ; and this not that they become well, 
but may continue well, and in a century given more to 
sitting than to speaking, may bring with them so much 
sitting faculty that they may not suffer penance on their 
bench every session. At least, I would exercise the strong 
in sitting as much as the weak in exercise. I would also 
rather jet them to hard bodily labour in the evening than 
in the morning, and so cause physical exertion to follow, 
not precede, mental. Sitting and thinking after violent 
exercise is not nearly so healthy or agreeable as the 
reverse. Active exercise in the morning, as an excite- 
ment to the sluggish early pulse, along with the greater 
excitability experienced at that time, will frequently 
exhaust for the whole day. The leaps which boys practise 
on their way from school show the bent of nature. In 
spite of all these reasons I would yet do the opposite — not 
always, but yet occasionally, in orderto inure the body to it. 
^ I will now close my letter, which consists almost en- 
tirely of postscripts because I constantly intended to 
conclude and always went on. Fare you well, and your 
wife still better. J. P. F. K. 

P.S. If you should have purchased Dr. Marshall's 
* Instructions for the care of Mothers, Children, &c. &c., in 
their peculiar illnesses,' third edition, two parts — be 
somewhat mistrustful and disobedient with regard to his 
instructions; or at least, let them be first filtered and 
refined by some Brownian physician. When, for instance, 
he orders a lying-in woman to have nothing during the 
first nine days but sour fruit, saltpetre and other weaken- 
ing diets, he does just the same as if one were to lay 
a person apparently frozen to death, who can only be 
recovered by very gradual application of warmth begin- 
ning at the lowest possible degree, in an ice-house for a 
few days in order that he might recover gradually from 
the cold. Certainly he would do so slowly enough as he 
would scarcely become warm before the resurrection. 
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COMIC APPENDS AND EPILOGUE TO THE 

FIEST VOLUME. 

A DREAMED LETTER TO THE LATE PROFESSOR OELLERT, IN 
WHICH THE AUTHOR BEGS FOR A TUTOR. 

Suffer a dreamed letter to find its place here, for the 
recreation both of reader and writer. Few men have 
experienced so rational a kind of dreaming as I have 
done ; — whereof more shall be said at some future time in 
a revision of my treatises : others must treasure up their 
rational waking thoughts. I weus obliged, when awake, 
to help out this dream, even with some changes in its 
order, so that it might— by the system of opposite ends 
and aims, as well as of memonr and oblivion — ^really 
appear what it is. For the rest, 1 hope I paid it sufficient 
heed; for, as soon as it was over, I employed the well- 
known art of recalling dreams by shutting the eyes and 
keeping every limb motionless. Unfortunately all the 
fancies or foundlings of a dream — ^the enfans perdtis of the 
imagination, all the more truly because they usually carry 
\XB back to the days of our childhood, and so form a limhw 
infantum — ^have this great fault, that they shine brilliantly 
until we awake, but then little or nothing of them is to 
be found. At least, such is my case; and I hope the 
reader consents. 

" Excellent departed Gellert I I want a tutor for my son 
Max : for I am at present engaged in writing on educa- 
tion, and consequently have not a spare minute to devote 
to the practice of it ; just as Montesquieu found himself 
obliged to resign the ofi&ce of president to devote himself, 
to the * Spirit of Laws.' Since at every university there are 
pedagogic engrossers and purveyors, and fewer subjects 
of instruction than accomplished instructors; and since, 
moreover, you, before your decease, exercised the patron's 
right of appointing tutors, I did not know why you, 
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should not proceed in it still better now, not merely 
because you have marched forward with time, but also 
with eternity. In the extended acquaintance your im- 
mortal part must have formed on many planets — for as 
virtue in futurity is the reward of virtue, so also heavenly 
authorship will be the reward of earthly — you cannot 
fail to have ample choice of people and candidates in our 
system. Only you must not propose to me any tricked 
out, spurred dweller in Leipsig, of your time, clothed 
throughout in beautifying cement ; no, not even the late 
Gellert himself (except as far as regards his loving 
gentleness and naive cheerfulness) : I want a very hard 
material — ^mind. There are, unavoidably, so many bom 
harlequins, shall we also make educated ones, or both 
together; stamped pinchbeck pieces, crawling, cringing, 
worms ? 

" Heavens ! how is it that I always find something good 
in books on education, and so seldom anything of it in 
teachers? What have I not seen of these last, Gellert, 
and yet may see in any town I please ? I do not (because 
I will not)nhink of those peevish creatures full of child- 
hate, those living aversions to little ones — ^for manly 
justice makes even a false system of education good ; and^ 
to give an instance, nothing is so dangerous in icebergs as 
the clefts or chasms — ^but of those sickly-sweet, honey- 
dewed, sugar-of-lead perpetual teachers, who would con- 
secrate every thing for the young, even the swaddling 
clothes, as a pope does those actually used. Oh 1 1 perfectly 
understand that tutor : after every step and every leap of 
the young creature he will sow something ; and, moreover 
be most anxious to know whether the mental cherry-stones, 
which he has brought him enveloped in their sweet 
covering, will grow and take root in his stomach as ho 
hopes; or, to use another different living metaphor, 
whether the frog's eggs he has given him in a draught 
of pond water are developing themselves. In physical 
matters, says he, the same thing is commoner but in- 
luriouB, and then he shortly alludes to the lessons in which 
he also teaches it. 

" The tutor stands up for the U without which the 
diild's Q cannot be pronounced. ' Let my sermon precede 
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every action,' says he, ' the man, forsooth, must strengthen 
with many reasons every childish action of the child, and 
shave it with a scythe.* 

" He who has seen such a man frequently, though not 
everywhere, has learned much. In China there is a law- 
book, and interpreters of it too, to teach the best method 
of drinking tea genteelly. But the above-mentioned man 
would wish the thing to be done improperly and properly 
also ; because, indeed, he finds a very great want of direc- 
tions for children how to take cofifee, tea, tobacco, stones — for 
throwing; hands — for kissing; and cakes — for stealing. 
It is the same man who chalks up the Ten Commandments 
on the study door, as on a pillar of remembrance, so that 
the young may always have them before their eyes — which 
is precisely the best means of never seeing them. Most 
parental and tutoral commands resemble the inscription 
one sees on some doors — of * shut the door ' which cannot 
be read if he have left the door open. 

•* Observe from above a tutor who chains himself to his 
prisoners ; who permits himself to be adopted as spiritual 
father — which the real father ought to he, since we can 
indeed give instruction to a stranger's child but education 
only to our own, because the one may know cessation, the 
other must proceed without interruption — observe him and 
he must appear to you (even without the bird's eye per- 
spective of another world) less in that serious light which, 
is usual above than in a very different one; when, for 
instance, you see him take a walk with his auditory of 
slaves, endeavouring to turn every hill, and stream, and 
knot of people (in themselves nothing) into a medium of 
imparting instruction to his slaves. For as long as the' 
child is awake he ceases not to develop him; although, 
perhaps, his dreams develop him much better. If every 
eastern pearl costs the life of a slave, every western pupil 
costs a teacher, and something more. The teacher, who 
cannot live to himself, suffers his pupil as little life to' 
himself ; and so they mutually impart to each other sins 
of weakness; somewhat as the new and the old world 
imparted to each other a new disease, that of the double. 
smaJl-pox. 

''To speak in figures, departed friend^ tutors and 
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beggars mutilate children in order to feed themselves; 
only th« former expose the distortions as curved lines of 
beauty, the latter as holes and chinks in their living alms' 
boxes. 

" Or by their long polishing of the child they rub off its 
pure form; like those glass dishes in which curious 
specimens of glass are so laboriously piled that at last 
their original depth is positively diminished. 

" But should this be, excellent immortal ? Must my good 
Max, virhose eye and hand aim at power, fall down so 
weakened and weary? Must, in short, a boy of the 
nineteenth century be blown out by his tutor so thin, and 
tender, and brittle, that he — ^like the man recorded by 
Lusitanus, who thought his seat was made of glass and 
therefore always remained on his legs — must regard 
everything about him as moral, aesthetic, intellectual glass, 
and so not venture to sit, to stand, or to lie — nay, not 
even to be ? As was said above, dear friend, I chose to say 
this in a somewhat figurative style, because I wished to 
tread in your footsteps. But, like all imitators (I know 
that too well) I must retire with a longer nose and not 
much shorter ears; for your present figurative style 
(since in heaven or Uranus you are near the greatest 
objects and worlds — Jupiter and Hell — and have them to 
inspire you) must be totally different from any other, even 
you own mortal style, from which doubtless it is dis- 
tinguished by bold oriental imagery; and you will say, 
even Gellert, naturalised in heaven, writes in some degree 
more wittily and instructively, and no one there speaks 
dully. — For the rest I know perfectly well, even to your 
very phrases, the objections you will make to me against 
the influence of tutoral glazing. For you will find an 
anecdol^ which you have read in MarviUe* applicable to 
the point. As an instance how accurately I can guess, I 
will myself relate it to you. * A young gentleman, a 
preacher, with fine action, voice and so forth, mounted the 
pulpit and began his sermon ; but lo ! he had forgotten it, 
and knew, even less than before, what he had to say. 
However, he composed himself, raised his voice (and 
himself too, as he hoped by the action) and proclaimed to 

* Melange d'histoiie de Yiqneuel-Marville. 
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Lis andience, with rare energy, one oonjtuiotion after 
another — enfin, car, done, si, or — and mattered with falling 
voice all kmd of inaudible matter between the particles. 
The poorer parishioners were excited and in the highest 
degree attentive, yet without being able to understand 
much ; and so they, naturally and reasonably, attributed 
their Aot hearing to the distance of their sitting from the 
pulpit, which one part of the congregation supposed too 
far off, and the other too near. And so this soul-curer, 
with his connecting, passionate and apostrophising words, 
preached about three-quarters of an hour, throwing himself 
and the pew occupiers into a fever and perspiration ; then 
pronounced the Amen, and descended from the pulpit 
with the reputation of a true pulpit orator. The whole 
body of hearers resolved next time to choose their seats 
better ; some to sit nearer, some farther off, so as not to 
lose a syllable.' 

*' Now what else do most teachers preach to children, 
and philosophers to the sons of muses and their readers, 
than a few thousand sis, doncs, cars, without any rational 
word attached? 

" What else are most lessons to children — as most men's 
conversations to women — than customary marks to pay no 
attention ? 

" You now know what kind of a spiritual father I, the 
physical father, wish to adopt for my child. Naturally I 
only speak of the tutor's soul. His body may just as well 
be kneaded out of the earth of Uranus, Saturn, the moon 
or the sun, as out of the earth of this world. As to the 
soul, I wish that you would select such from among the 
candidates out of the present ten planets as you did 
formerly from those out of the ten German circles — ^which 
circles, deox Gellert, since your removal, have almost 
undergone ten persecutions of the Christians and meta- 
morphoses of Vishnu — and then, out of this selection from 
the planets, choose one for me. You will spare me a 
subject out of the leaden, dull and heavy, selfish Saturn ; 
who, with all his breadth of rings and abundance of moons, 
has wearisomely long years and gives a bad light ; as well 
as a spring beetle out of that merry lancer round the sun. 
Mercury, the domestic Frenchman Cif the solar system, 

I. p 
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who always intoxicates himself in the sunshine and yet, 
when he really comes before the sun, only looks like a 
black spot. Excellent professor, you now know every- 
thing, and many things much earlier than we do; of 
which I only name to you Pallas, Ceres, Juno, and 
the planets discoverable in future. I will have no in- 
structor out of Pallas — a morsel broken from the earth, 
and, moreover, at such a dibtance, for light and heat 
trom the sun Apollo; I purposely mention this dwarf 
planet because your preference for Athens, whose pro- 
tecting deity Pallas was, might perhaps influence yon. 
You must be partial to nothing but the next world, and 
my first child. 

" In one word, I do not know any distinguished star from 
which I would select my tutor but the morning and 
evening star ; and so let it be, Gellert ! Much might be 
said about that star — its double name, indeed, says two 
things — moreover it is named after the goddess of beauty ; 
also after a certain light-bearer (Lucifer) not light-destroyer 
— especially the star possesses this excellent quality (and 
many others) that it occupies a very perfect position in the 
heaven, neither too far from the sun, nor too near the 
earth ; and that (for children) it does not so strikingly wax 
and wane as the nearer moon. In short I consider N'enus 
to be the best nurse. And so, I beg my tutor may come 
from Hesperus. 

** For your son of wHesperus will certainly, I imagine, 
deal excellently with my child. He will — since liberality 
is in every case inestimable, and why not then in education 
in the first place— treat him with practical freedom and 
power, and not deprive him of his own. He will find little 
fault with what is childish. Quickly and perfectly appre- 
hending what is outward, what inward, he will in no case 
make many words and vast preparations ; will draw him 
on to what is great and universal, not to what is insigni- 
ficant ; will rather be the physician to his weakness, than 
the extinguisher of his strength. He will above all lend 
his ai I to the child of earth ; and shine before and be- 
hin-^. I im as his starry dwelling, Hesperus, does for the 
earth, dnd that only when the sun has not yet risen, or 
is already set ; it is certain that so wise a Hesperid will 
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not attempt to help the sun in the day time ; I know him 
too well to suppose it possible. 

" Even in physical matters he will not, with womanish 
anxiety, be perpetually fearful lest the child should break 
his leg against every twig — though, indeed, the breaking 
of a leg is better than the dread of it ; and, on the other 
hand, children are themselves careful, owing to the novelty 
of all their experiments and the natural magnifying of a 
place where they may fall, caused by the shortness of their 
own bodies — or lest he should be poisoned by tin soldiers 
and children's trumpets; or hurt by a rocking-horse; 
or spoiled by wearing trowsers. He who is so fearful for 
others may himself be suspected of fear; and a coward 
makes a coward, as a hermit does a hermit. Our ancestors, 
old Gellert, grew up suflficiently strong and modest with 
all their trowsers, feather beds, saddles and spices. 

" It would on another account be particularly agreeable 
to mo that you choose my tutor out of Venus ; because 
there, according to the best telescopes and astronomers, 
may be found the loftiest mountains, compared with which 
our Chimborazzo were but a mole-hill — and so the purest 
mountain air is near the hottest sultriness of the valley ; 
(I can readily picture to myself the heat of Lucifer or 
Venus). What a powerful, manly Alpine breast, joined txr 
an Italy in the heart, must the inhabitant of Phosphorus 
bring to me at Baireuth, in the capacity of a right carefully 
selected tutor ; who must resemble a general full of con- 
trasting powers, of irrevocable strictness and order, sincere 
friendship, good fellowship, and persuasiveness. 

" I am convinced my tutor will understand me when I 
say, that as the man can do without the scholar, but not 
the scholar without the man, I pray you above all things 
to ingraft the scholar upon the man, but not the reverse. 
Our nineteenth century, (I might thus speak to him more 
distinctly in the evening under the warm rain of punch,) 
whatever century you may reckon on your little planet, 
will not be the best, at least not the strongest, although it 
may, like yours, deserve the names of Phosphorus and 
Lucifer. What we magnify ourselves about is the French 
Revolution ; or the changes of something little. The 
stones which the giants formerly hurled became islands ; 

p 2 
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now, when islands are hurled, there come but stones, tomb- 
stones and grindstones. The Kevolution, like an earth- 
quake, put some motion into the skeletons of a chamel 
house. Tutors, like the anatomist Waltherin Berlin, seek 
their glory in preparing skeletons by removing the flesh, 
and then bleaching them. Brother-dwellers on Venus, or 
rather on this earth, could you think so ? Then should I 
repent wilting to Gellert I To impart strength, and to 
leave strength will, I hope, be your first and last words in 
education. What is educated for the age will be worse 
than the age. The Hesperid answers me : * In the 
springtime of childhood, fathers often look forward as far 
as the distant snow-white mountain peaks, and point out 
the winter to the spring. Far better the wind-fall of a 
spring storm, than the snow-fall of age.' As true as 
beautiful, candidate I I reply. Lavoisier made an instru- 
ment of ice into a calorimetre, or measurer of heat ; thus 
fire is often measured by ice ; the boy by the grey-headed 
man. 

** The candidate will animadvert on much in the con- 
versational style of his paymaster; but I go on little 
affected by his remarks ; * Howsoever I may express 
myself, it is certain that the artistic, compound-fractured 
style, into which writing masters and tutors would break 
the souls of their pupils, like letters, is in nothing dif- 
ferent from the compound fractures of surgeons, except in 
the case of wit, which truly requires variety in order to 
find without restraint distant resemblances.' The candi- 
date replies ; * If only to the innate energy of a child the 
sap of life and room for its development be afforded, there 
will be no need to graft on every branch, to cut the 
leaves, or paint the flowers; one must, like a king, 
direct the whole, but not interfere with the individual 
parts.' 

" I exclaim, * You are the man for me, (if not, indeed, 
more than a man !) If the tutor's situations which I 
once filled were yet vacant you should be my vicar in 
them — ^but you shall be so in the last, in the one I 
overlook and present to as father and patron. The easy 
conditions need scarcely be mentioned. You are not to 
torment the child with a thousand languages — ^for merely to 
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learn languages is to throw away one's money in buying 
beautiful purses, or to leam the Lord's Prayer in all lan- 
guages without ever praying it.' 

" ' 1 agree, with all my heart ! ' said he boldly. * So 
you will only teach him French, English, Spanish, Italian ; 
— Greek, Latin, and German, of course — ^but the last most 
thoroughly. As regards the sciences, the child will be 
fed by you, as its young are by the house swallow, only 
on the wing — ^not attached to any long appointment of the 
hours of study.' 

** * You know the human heart, and show a most beauti- 
ful one,' interrupted he, and drank. ' But when your usual 
eight hours of study are over, and the child or you testify 
any further desire of study, you may, without hesitation, 
take as much from the second or from the last third of 
the day as you choose, and teach during the whole of it. 
Now in what appertains to science itself (for the art** of 
dancing, fencing, swimming, riding, leaping, singing, 
playing on the violin, the horn, and the piano, will be 
recreations for both of you), it will satisfy me if the poor 
child only leam history — ^namely, as much of the past as 
is already gone ; and also I would wish that, along with 
the most recent, a little of the piquante future should be 
insinuated, together with other not less necessary histories : 
those of nature, of books, of heretics, of gods, of church 
history, &c. — in the same way a few of the most necessary 
branches of knowledge — knowledge of the stars, of coins^ 
of antiquity, of heraldry, &c. ; and the doctrines of natural 
science, of jurisprudence, of medicine, of nobility, of 
morality, &o. ; and the descriptions — as descriptions of 
the earth, &c., a few tea, as sesthetics, dietetics, phello- 
plastics, &c. ; for, say I perpetually, why the devil should 
a poor, unbearded, thin-skulled child be immeasurably 
laden with learned fat and refuse ? Why should his life 
be interwoven, not with fair white leaves, but with whole 
full books ? And he himself become a pack and baggage- 
bearing Pegasus ? Wherefore this, say I ? ' 

" You have to do, and can do, much ; for you are a few 
thousand tutors in one. Frequently I cannot at all 
understand why a whole regiment of tutors and gover 
neBses ia not engaged at once ; especially when I consider 
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how many demigods and goddesses the Eomans ascribed 
to children and worshipped ; for instance, Nascio, or Natio, 
presiding over the birth — Kumina over suckling — Edusa 
over eating — Potina over drinking — Levana, moreover — 
Statilinns and Statana over the standing of both sexes — 
Fabulinus over speaking — 1 purposely omit, from detesta- 
tion of prolixity in others, many half divinities, such as 
Vagitans, Ossitago, Nundina, Paventia, Camea.* Could 
one so arrange it, and pay, one should appoint a distinct 
teacher for almost every faculty, who should direct that 
only ; yea, and even teachers for the various subdivisions 
of the same faculty were at least pious wishes. I could 
like (but nothing will come of it) if I possessed that army 
of various teachers, to have a son exercised, say in aesthetics, 
according to the different divisions of Krug ; one teacher 
instructing him in that author's Hypseology, another in 
his Kalleology, a third in his Krimatology; and so the 
child might at one time have his sublime tutor, at another 
his feeble, at another his naive. I would also wish, dear 
friend, that, in the virtues, you should prescribe special 
private exercises and instructions in each virtue, so that 
they might not all run into one another and the poor 
child stand there like a stupid angel, who knows neither 
right nor left, but only what is right. If Franklin 
schooled and exercised himself each week in a different 
virtue, might not the various Sundays and festivals, which 
as holydays can be used for little real instruction, be applied 
to the inculcation of many virtues? On every festival 
might "be taken a new one : on three holydays the three 
parts of repentance; and on every Apostle's day some 
fault might be eradicated. I can, indeed, picture to 
myself a long feast of the Trinity, in which one might, 
hour by hour, allow the child to go through all the virtues, 
so that at the prayer-bell he might be presented as a saint 
of a month, or holy image. 

" Moreover, so excellent a tutor for my child might rest 
assured that, were the good Gellert still living, 1 would 
with pleasure, at the end of his engagement (when Max 
would no longer require him) and with all tne influence 
which I, as an author, might possess with Gellert, give 

* Augustine, de CiTit. Dei, i. 4 & 9. 
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him recommendations to him, in order that he might 
further recommend the young man ; and so provide for 
him according to his merits." 

At this point I awoke; wanted to know what I had 
dreamed ; and tried to recall it. But I soon found that, 
out of my dreamed letter to Gellert — quite in accordance 
with the mad order of a dream — I had fallen into a new 
conversation with a teacher who was there sitting before 
me. Meanwhile such a conclusion may be in so far good, 
as, should I print it, it will serve to prove that I nave 
not, as is, alas I very usual, dreamed in sport, and for the 
Bake of publishing, but in very deed and truth. 
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FOUKTH FBAGMENT. 

ON FEMALE EDUCATION. 

€hap. I. Jacqnelina's Oonfession of her Education, § 73 — ^75. Chap. 
II. Destination of Women less for their Husbands than for theif 
Children, § 76—78. Chap. III. Nature of Women, Proof of their 
predominating Purity of Heart, § 79—86. Chap. IV. Education of 
Girls in regard to Reasonableness, § 87, 88 ; to Purity of Heart and 
Love of their own Sex, § 89 ; to Gentleness, and the Tendency to 
Female Passionateness, § 90 ; to Economy of Living, and Domestic 
Aflfairs, § 91—93; to Knowledge and Skill, § 94, 95; to Dress, 
Omamient, &c., § 96; to Cheerfulness, § 97; Education of Girls 
endowed with Genius, § 98. Chap. V. Private Instructions of a 
Prince to the head Governess of his Daughter, § 9 
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CHAPTEB I. 

§ 73. 

Under female edncation I understand three things at 
once, which are in themselves contradictory; first, the 
education which women generally give; second, their 
peculiar call to a right education as compared with men ; 
third, the education of girls. 

The first and second would have required an earlier 
consideration if the characteristics of the female sex, 
according to which its education should be regulated, 
were not united in them both ; and, especially, if in this 
little experimental work it were necessary to arrange the 
position of its matter in very strict order. A reader, to 
whom so many systems are presented must hold his way 
armed with a predetermined one, unless each is to occupy 
his mind in turn. 
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§ 74. 

Ill-educated and ill-educating states, as well as fathexs 
immersed in business, can only trust the welfare of educa- 
tion to mothers, as the second chapter shall show ; but 
the evil that mothers might obviate can be easily stated 
in this paragraph. Were it in other respects accordant 
with the tone of this work, I willingly confess that I 
would offer to the world in a merrier manner this little 
register of sins, or list of losses in gaming, and debts 
of honour; and the more so because, in this very case, 
a certain, otherwise excellent, mother of five children, 
Madame Jacquelina, luckily turning over the pages of my 
Levana, offered to give me an airy embodiment of it. 
ladies love to dress, undress, and redress. For as I had 
known my excellent friend a long time, much was pre- 
pared and made easy ; and I could well imagine that the 
fair Jacquelina, as sister- orator for her whole sex — though 
without any other commission to show than her beauty — 
would stand before my writing desk, as though it were a 
confessional, and declare she heartily desired to be absolved 
by me ; only, for very shame's sake, it was impossible fooc 
her to make an auricular confession, but she would take it 
very kindly if I would regard her as a deaf person — after 
the fashion of former confessors who pronounced the 
confession of their fair deaf and dumb penitents over them 
— and so, as her representative and spiritual father, make 
the following confession for her : — 

§ 75. 

"Honourable and dear sir I" (I was thus to put the 
address to me into her own mouth lest the joke should be 
continued) " I confess before God and yourself that I am 
a poor pedagogic sinner, and have broken many commands 
of Kousseau and of Carape. I confess that I never truly 
carried out any one principle for a month, but only for an 
hour or two ; that I have often, half with thought, and 
80 half without thought, forbidden my children to do 
something, without afterwards observing whether they 
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did it or not ; that I never could deny them anything, 
when both they and I were floating in the midst of a sea 
of happiness, which else from calm reason I should have at 
once refused ; and that precisely at two seasons, the most 
sunshiny and the most cloudy, whether of myself or of 
the children, did I spoil them most. Have I not even 
done still worse? Have I not, when strangers were 
present, said to my Bella^ as well as to my pet (1 mean 
by that only my poodle) Faitea la helle t 

" Have I not, at each of our great fairs, given holydays 
on account of strangers' visits, especially those of eminent 
frequenters of the fair to my husband, and thus valued a 
visitor more highly than five children ; so that I very 
little resembled that German woman, of whom my husband 
read in the twelfth volume of the mental Fama, who had 
the courage to decline dancing with two kings on the 
same evening because she considered it to be unchristian ? 
And during all last year did I not see my two youngest 
children, Josephine and Peter, only once a day, at break- 
fast, and that merely because I wanted to finish a novel 
and a piece of worsted-work ; and, also, because my noble 
friend, the princess, for whom I was working it, had 
taken up her residence here ? Only this consideration 
can tranquillise my conscience, that I took the greatest 
trouble to procure a trustworthy nurse for my little 
ones, who promised me to treat them as a real mother ; 
and may Heaven punish her if she was ever inatten- 
tive to so dear a trust, or ever let my precious lambs 
go out of her sight for a moment, or ever left them 
in the hands of strangers ! Ah, God I when I think of 
the possibility of such a thing ! But, alas ! what do such 
creatures know of the anxieties of a tender mother's 
heart ? 

" At other times, I have indeed (and that consoles me) 
always allowed all my children to come to me twice a day, 
after breakfast and after dinner, and have then often 
for hours fondled and taught them. But I confess that 
my impetuosity would never let me be satisfied to kiss 
them in moderation ; and so I drew on me my husband's 
blame, who dislikes that exceedingly and says, * Children 
(even if not my own) may, with the Princess of Conde, 
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lament that their misfortune is to be loved by old people 
— the holy seal of the heart, a kiss, is to children an 
empty, meaningless thing ; r very energetic one may even 
be painful, and perhaps injurious, to the fifth pair of 
nerves in the lips — a gentle stroking of the head is 
better, and a gentle loving word, a kiss which they give, 
and a softer one which they receive.' 

" I confess that, as in the game of forfeits, when I 
asked myself. What shall this forfeit (that of love) 
which I hold in my hand do ? I always answered. Love 
me immeasurably. Whereby, because I required so many 
marks of love, I nave made Josephine too sensitive, Sophia 
hypocritical, and Peter ill-tempered. After any severe 
punishment I inflicted instead of allowing the whole 
of my former love to glow warmly on them, (a striking 
change, which my husband says is the only means of 
correcting and reconciling a child, during at least the 
first eight or ten years,) I suffered the long cloud of after- 
wrath to hang over them ; as if their young hearts could 
trace hidden love, or suffer for it long, or, in the best case, 
not learn to imitate that sulkiness. 

'' I confess that, though not in the least nervous at 
whatever may happen out of the house, I yet never could 
be tranquil with my dear children, although I knew that 
the least impetuosity, were it even of a hasty running 
to their assistance, is injurious,' and has a tendency to 
produce a similar disposition in them. And I confess that 
I show anger too soon, even towards my maid-servants, 
in spite of my knowing perfectly what my husband so 
beautifully says that to give way to an angry expression 
of countenance, or of voice, before even the youngest 
children, is in fact to teach them anger. For, as the 
whole soul is imprisoned and moulded into the whole 
body, it follows that every mental is connected with some 
physical part, and thus these mutually excite each other 
— the outward expression of passion produces the mental 
emotion, and so of the reverse. 

** My husband asserted and, moreover, carried out the 
principle, that a husband can never so well establish a 
normal school for female teachers (like a good wife, I use 
his very expressions) as during the first year after mar* 
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riage ; in this time, he thought, a wife might be mentally 
enriched with every kind of manly instruction, which, 
should she afterwards neglect, she would yet seek and 
cherish for the love of her first child, and of him who is 
even before the first, her husband ; for at an after period, 
continued he, somewhat of that glowing love-service 
towards the husband, and somewhat, also, of that anxious 
solicitude about the children, vanishes; and so, still 
continued he, the education of many children does not 
proceed better, at least, not more carefully. But I rejoice 
that I have confuted him in this, as in many other things, 
and that I brought up my third child, even while expect- 
ing the fourth, for several months precisely as my wedded 
lord and school-master directed during the school-weeks 
of the honeymoon. 

" But, venerable father, you certainly do not know by 
experience what whims husbands take some nine or ten 
months after marriage ! Did not mine positively, seriously 
desire, that when I occasionally washed the little thing, 
I would not rub its face and wipe it quickly up and 
down ; because, said he, this kind of violence is disagree- 
able to them and excites their passion ; but that I would 
softly glide from above downwards, and then gently 
round ? What ridiculous pedantry ! Surely a woman 
must know how to wash! So 1 go on just as usual, 
and care not how loudly both little and big cry out 
against it. 

"For the rest I confess, and would willingly do 
penance for it, that I am never so soon angry as when 
dressing, or engaged in any other important business; 
the beautiful, perfect repose of my education then 
vanishes. My husband wants to place, for penance 
and the removal of my angry wrinkles, a magnifying 
glass beside my toilet glass ; but, thank God ! 1 do not 
yet need such a glass of detraction; and, besides, my 
features are less changed than my colour. Perhaps I am 
excusable for admitting my three eldest girls (and Lucy, 
too, often) to my toilet, because in the first place, they 
watch me so gladly, and are so quiet (especially when I 
tell them that they may perhaps go with me), and because, 
secondly, a young girl's eye is best exercised in taste with 




CHAP. I.] LEVANA. 221 

regard to matters of dress on the costtiine of a grown-ttp 
person. 

" It consoles me, however, to reflect that I never 
purchased a handsome new article of dress, either for 
myself or my daughters, without labouring to repress the 
love of finery, by telling them how little a woman's worth 
depends on dress, and that a rich habit is only chosen 
because thereby alone can rank be shown. At the same 
time I must confess that all my daughters are vain : 
however many sermons I make to them during my toilet, 
I am not listened to but only looked at. How often do I 
turn round with reproaches when my really beautiful 
Maximiliana stands behind me peeping into the glass 
and say, * There, again, a pretty, rosy, blue-eyed mask is 
looking at herself, and can never be tired of peeping and 
staring I ' 

" I farther confess, worthy sir, that I vms certainly in- 
finitely more displeased with Peter when he lately threw 
Veritas (really a most exquisite ideal figure from Bertuch*8 
repository of arts) out of the window, than if he had told 
ten lies ; on the other hand, I hope I remain perfectly 
tranquil wh^ my husband sometimes makes such an 
uproar about some little fibs or other the children may 
have been telling; or about their frequently quite 
justifiable scoldings of the servants: then, says he, 
reflecting on my anger, * The Bomans did wisely when 
they wrote the initial letter of the word signifying man 
inverted to indicate woman.' 

" If God will only forgive me the sins wherein I meant 
well, I shall be satisfied to be punished for the rest. I 
certainly have sinned much, and deserved temporal 
punishmentri and bad children. I will, however, from 
this time forth amend my educational life and become 
better and better ; and I entreat you, reverend, dear sir, 
to forgive me my sins in Grod's stead." In which case I 
should certainly lay my hand on Jacquelina's round white 
shoulder, and readily absolve her past, though truly not 
her future, sina. 
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76, 
But the seriousness of the subject demands that a 

SECOND CHAPTEB, 

ON THE DESTINATION OF THE FEMALE SEX, 

Should restore to it its due honour. A father, who only 
sees and educates his children for an hour or two, must be 
careful not to require his own hour's strict attention and 
persistency from the mother who wearies herself with them 
all day long. I'his longer companionship excuses much 
maternal overflowing, both of love and anger. In the 
same way, a stranger always considers parental displeasure 
too severe, because he sees the fault for the first time and 
isolated, which the parents behold for the thousandth time, 
and in an evernstrengthening chain of habit. Mothers 
readily acquire an over-estimation of their children 
because, placed sufficiently near the development of their 
minds to count every new leaf, they regard each universal 
human grovrth as a particular individual one, and thence 
infer some few miracles. And then how much must the 
physical care of the children, which in the middle classes 
entirely devolves on the mother, weary and deaden her — 
as compared with the independent father — for their 
mental culture. 

§ 77 

The education of the first half of the first decade of life 
is already placed in the hands of the mother, owing to the 
necessities of the body. His avocations in the state, in his 
profession, or business, only grant the father intervals, and 
those rather for instruction than education — two happy 
classes of fathers alone excepted. The first is a country 
gentleman, who reposes in such a golden mean of all 
circumstances that he converts his mansion into a bene- 
volent institution for his children, if he love his successors 
better than cards, and hares, and rents. The second is the 
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man whom lie app')ints — a country clergyman. The six 
days' leisure, the country's separation from the turmoil of 
towns, the open air, the office, which is itself a higher 
educational institution, and, finally, the seventh day, which 
presents their physical father to his children on a glorifying 
elevation as a holy and spiritual father, and impresses an 
official seal on the lessons of the week — all these things 
open to the minister a sphere of education into which he 
may attract other children ; since he may always better 
convert his parsonage into a school-house than a tutor's 
study into a parish. I would rather trust my son to a 
clergyman than to a tutor ; because he is freer, and stands 
on his legs, not upon crutches. 

In the middle ranks the men educate best, because the 
women are little cultivated : in the higher classes, generally, 
the women, because there they are more carefully brought 
up than the men. What, now, can the man do? a philo- 
sopher, we will suppose, or a minister of public affairs, a 
soldier, a president, poet, or artist ? 

In the very first instance he must love and recompense 
his wife better, in order that she, by double support, the 
love of her children and the love of her husband, may more 
easily carry out the most difficult part of education— the 
first. In this way the husband may bestow care and 
attention on the first and most important education, that 
given by the mother, which no after tutors, schools, or 
paternal praise and blame, can ever replace; that is to 
say, he will exercise the law-giving power of education, 
the mother the administrative. Let the husband only 
continue to be the lover of his wife and she will listen to 
what he says about education, at least of the mind. How 
readily will a noble-minded marriageable girl, or a bride, 
surveying from afar her future work, listen to the educa- 
tional rules which even a youth gives ! And, when married, 
a woman willingly adopts many a good suggestion about 
the education of her children which a stranger offers. 
Only by the union of manly energy and decision with 
womanly gentleness does the child rest and sail as at the 
conflux of two streams ; or, in another figure, the sun 
raises the tide and so does the moon, but he raises it only 
one foot, she three, and both united four. The husband 
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§76. 
But the serioufiiiess of the subject demands that a 

SECOND CHAPTEB, 

ON THE DESTINATION OF THE FEMALE SEX, 

Should restore to it its due honour. A father, who only 
sees and educates his children for an hour or two, must be 
careful not to require his own hour's strict attention and 
persistency from the mother who wearies herself with them 
all day long. This longer companionship excuses much 
maternal overflowing, both of love and anger. In the 
same way, a stranger always considers parental displeasure 
too severe, because he sees the fault for the first time and 
isolated, which the parents behold for the thousandth time, 
and in an ever-strengthening chain of habit. Mothers 
readily acquire an over-estimation of their children 
because, placed sufficiently near the development of their 
minds to count every new leaf, they regard each universal 
human growth as a particular individual one, and thence 
infer some few miracles. And then how much must the 
physical care of the children, which in the middle classes 
entirely devolves on the mother, weary and deaden her — 
as compared with the independent father — for their 
mental culture. 

§ 77 

The education of the first half of the first decade of life 
is already placed in the hands of the mother, owing to the 
necessities of the body. His avocations in the state, in his 
profession, or business, only grant the father intervals, and 
those rather for instruction than education — two happy 
classes of fathers alone excepted. The first is a country 
gentleman, who reposes in such a golden mean of all 
circumstances that he converts his mansion into a bene- 
volent institution for his children, if he love his successors 
better than cards, and hares, and rents. The second is the 
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man whom lie app')mts — a country clergyman. The six 
days' leisure, the country's separation from the turmoil of 
towns, the open air, the office, which is itself a higher 
educational institution, and, finally, the seventh day, which 
presents their physical father to his children on a glorifying 
elevation as a holy and spiritual father, and impresses an 
official seal on the lessons of the week — all these things 
open to the minister a sphere of education into which he 
may attract other children ; since he may always better 
convert his parsonage into a school-house than a tutor's 
study into a parish. I would rather trust my son to a 
clergyman than to a tutor ; because he is freer, and stands 
on his legs, not upon crutches. 

In the middle ranks the men educate best, because the 
women are little cultivated : in the higher classes, generally, 
the women, because there they are more carefully brought 
up than the men. What, now, can the man do? a philo- 
sopher, we will suppose, or a minister of public affairs, a 
soldier, a president, poet, or artist ? 

In the very first instance he must love and recompense 
his wife better, in order that she, by double support, the 
love of her children and the love of her husband, may more 
easily carry out the most difficult part of education— the 
first. In this way the husband may bestow care and 
attention on the first and most important education, that 
given by the mother, which no after tutors, schools, or 
paternal praise and blame, can ever replace; that is to 
say, he will exercise the law-giving power of education, 
the mother the administrative. Let the husband only 
continue to be the lover of his wife and she will listen to 
what he says about education, at least of the mind. How 
readily will a noble-minded marriageable girl, or a bride, 
surveying from afar her future work, listen to the educa- 
tional rules which even a youth gives ! And, when married, 
a woman willingly adopts many a good suggestion about 
the education of her children which a stranger offers. 
Only by the union of manly energy and decision with 
womanly gentleness does the child rest and sail as at the 
conflux of two streams ; or, in another figure, the sun 
raises the tide and so does the moon, but he raises it only 
one foot, she three, and both united four. The husband 
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only marks full stops in the child's life, the wife commas 
and semicolons, and both more frequently. One might 
exclaim, " Mothers, be fathers !" and " Fathers, be 
mothers !" for the two sexes perfect the human race, as 
Mars and Venus gave birth to Harmony.' The man 
works by exciting powers ; the woman by maintaining 
order and harmony among them. The man, in whom the 
state, or his own genius, destroys the balance of powers for 
the advantage of one, will always bring this overlaying 
influence to education : the soldier will educate warlikely ; 
the poet poetically ; the divine piously ; the mother only 
will educate humanly. For only the woman needs to 
develop nothing in herself but the pure human being ; as 
in an .^olian harp no string predominates over the rest, 
"but the melody of its tones proceeds from unison and 
returns to it. 

§78. 

But you mothers, and especially you in the higher and 
less busy classes, whose fortune spares you the heavy 
burden of careful housekeeping, and surrounds you with a 
cheerful green garden for the education of your children, 
how is it that you can prefer the tedium of solitude and of 
society to the enduring charms of your children's love — to 
the drama of their fair development — to the sports of the 
best beloved beings — to the reward of the most delightful 
and lasting influence? That woman is despicable who, 
having children, ever feels ennui. Well formed nations 
have been, according to Herder, the educators of the human 
race; so let your beauty be, not merely the external 
garment, but the very instrument of instruction and 
education. Towns and countries have female names, and 
are represented as females ; and, in truth, the mothers who 
educate for the future the first five years of their children's 
lives do found cities and countries. Who can replace a 
mother? Not even a father. For she, attached to the 
child by the daily and nightly bonds of care for its physical 
wants, can and must weave and embroider mental instruc- 
tion in glittering characters on those tender ties. Will 
you, then, neglect the fairest time for working purely and 
deeply on posterity, since the stronger sex and the state 



GHAP. II.] LEVANA. 225 

will soon step in, and bring pulleys and grappling irons 
instead of your leading strings and gently raising levers, 
and therewith move them harshly and roughly? Dost 
thou, royal mother, consider it nobler to guide the intrigues 
of a cabinet than the little future heir-apparent? Thou 
hast borne him within thee, when a heavier burden, and 
hast suffered acutest pain when he was taken from thee, 
and this only for his physical life ; and wilt thou shun to 
undertake something less than both these, whereby thou 
mayest draw a holy spiritual ^lory around thy victory ? 
How often are your night watches recompensed by a 
child's coffin ; but your day watches over his mind ever by 
rich daily rewards ! If you once believe that everything 
depends on education, what name do you deserve when, 
precisely as your position is high, you intrust the education 
of your children to persons of lower rank ; and while the 
children of the middle classes have their parents, those of 
the higher classes have only nurses and maids, as the 
directors of their path in life ? 

The whole ancient world elevates maternal above 
paternal love ; and the mother's must be great indeed, for 
a loving father cannot even picture to himself any love 
greater than his own; why, then, are you, compared 
with the fathers, who are so anxious about education 
and who even write great books upon the subject, so 
indifferent about its application ? For your lover you can 
freely give wealth and health ; why not then spare a few 
hours for the little helpless creature you love ? For the 
one you overcome opinions and inclinations; why should 
you do less for the other ? You, on whose physically and 
spiritually nourishing bosom Nature has cast the orphans 
of the earth, will you let them fade and die on a cold hired 
breast ? You, who are provided by nature with patience, 
grace, gentleneps, eloquence and love for the beings who 
fly to you even from their father, can you not watch over 
them ? I do not niea?i during the night, but only during 
the day. See ! they who once rested beneath your heart, 
and have now no longey a place in it, stretch their little 
arms towards her who is most related to them, and beg 
again for nourishment, As in many ancient nations no 
request was denied to a woioflA holding a child in her 

Q 
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§76, 
But the serioufiness of the subject demands that a 

SECOND CHAPTEB, 

ox THE DESTINATION OF THE FEMALE SEX, 

Should restore to it its due honour. A father, who only 
sees and educates his children for an hour or two, must be 
careful not to require his own hour's strict attention and 
persistency from the mother who wearies herself with them 
all day long. This longer companionship excuses much 
maternal overflowing, both of love and anger. In the 
same way, a stranger always considers parental displeasure 
too severe, because he sees the fault for the first time and 
isolated, which the parents behold for the thousandth time, 
and in an ever-strengthening chain of habit. Mothers 
readily acquire an over-estimation of their children 
because, placed sufficiently near the development of their 
minds to count every new leaf, they regard each universal 
human growth as a particular individual one, and thence 
infer some few miracles. And then how much must the 
physical care of the children, which in the middle classes 
entirely devolves on the mother, weary and deaden her — 
as compared with the independent father — for their 
mental culture. 

§ 77 

The education of the first half of the first decade of life 
is already placed in the hands of the mother, owing to the 
necessities of the body. His avocations in the state, in his 
profession, or business, only grant the father intervals, and 
those rather for instruction than education — two happy 
classes of fathers alone excepted. The first is a country 
gentleman, who reposes in such a golden mean of all 
circumstances that he converts his mansion into a bene- 
volent institution for his children, if he love his successors 
better than cards, and hares, and rents. The second is the 
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man whom he app')mts — a country clergyman. The six 
days' leisure, the country's separation from the turmoil of 
towns, the open air, the office, which is itself a higher 
educational institution, and, finally, the seventh day, which 
presents their physical father to his children on a glorifying 
elevation as a holy and spiritual father, and impresses an 
official seal on the lessons of the week — all these things 
open to the minister a sphere of education into which he 
may attract other children ; since he may always better 
convert his parsonage into a school-house than a tutor's 
study into a parish. I would rather trust my son to a 
clergyman than to a tutor ; because he is freer, and stands 
on his legs, not upon crutches. 

In the middle ranks the men educate best, because the 
women are little cultivated : in the higher classes, generally, 
the women, because there they are more carefully brought 
up than the men. What, now, can the man do? a philo- 
sopher, we will suppose, or a minister of public affairs, a 
soldier, a president, poet, or artist ? 

In the very first instance he must love and recompense 
his wife better, in order that she, by double support, the 
love of her children and the love of her husband, may more 
easily carry out the most difficult part of education— the 
first. In this way the husband may bestow care and 
attention on the first and most important education, that 
given by the mother, which no after tutors, schools, or 
paternal praise and blame, can ever replace; that is to 
say, he will exercise the law-giving power of education, 
the mother the administrative. Let the husband only 
continue to be the lover of his wife and she will listen to 
what he says about education, at least of the mind. How 
readily will a noble-minded marriageable girl, or a bride, 
surveying from afar her future work, listen to the educa- 
tional rules which even a youth gives ! And, when married, 
a woman willingly adopts many a good suggestion about 
the education of her children which a stranger offers. 
Only by the union of manly energy and decision with 
womanly gentleness does the child rest and sail as at the 
conflux of two streams ; or, in another figure, the sun 
raises the tide and so does the moon, but he raises it only 
one foot, she three, and both united four. The husband 




224 JEAN PAUL FRIEDRrCH RICHTER. [fRAQ. IV. 

only marks full stops in the child's life, the wife commas 
and semicolons, and both more frequently. One might 
exclaim, " Mothers, be fathers !" and " Fathers, be 
mothers !" for the two sexes perfect the human race, as 
Mars and Venus gave birth to Harmony." The man 
works by exciting powers ; the woman by maintaining 
order and harmony among them. The man, in whom the 
state, or his own genius, destroys the balance of powers for 
the advantage of one, will always bring this overlaying 
influence to education : the soldier will educate warlikely ; 
the poet poetically ; the divine piously ; the mother only 
will educate humanly. For only the woman needs to 
develop nothing in herself but the pure human being ; as 
in an ^olian harp no string predominates over the rest, 
"but the melody of its tones proceeds from unison and 
returns to it. 

§78. 

But you mothers, and especially you in the higher and 
less busy classes, whose fortune spares you the heavy 
burden of careful housekeeping, and surrounds you with a 
cheerful green garden for the education of your children, 
how is it that you can prefer the tedium of solitude and of 
society to the enduring charms of your children's love — to 
the drama of their fair development — to the sports of the 
best beloved beings — to the reward of the most delightful 
and lasting influence? That woman is despicable who, 
having children, ever feels ennuL Well formed nations 
have been, according to Herder, the educators of the human 
race; so let your beauty be, not merely the external 
garment, but the very instrument of instruction and 
education. Towns and countries have female names, and 
are represented as females ; and, in truth, the mothers who 
educate for the future the first five years of their children's 
lives do found cities and countries. Who can replace a 
mother? Not even a father. For she, attached to the 
child hy the daily and nightly bonds of care for its physical 
wants, can and must weave and embroider mental instruc- 
tion in glittering characters on those tender ties. Will 
you, then, neglect the fairest time for working purely and 
deeply on posterity, since the stronger sex and the state 
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will soon step in, and bring pulleys and grappling irons 
instead of your leading strings and gently raising levers, 
and therewith move them harshly and roughly? Dost 
thou, royal mother, consider it nobler to guide the intrigues 
of a cabinet than the little future heir-apparent? Thou 
hast borne him within thee, when a hea-^-ier burden, and 
hast suffered acutest pain when he was taken from thee, 
and this only for his physical life ; and wilt thou shun to 
undertake something less than both these, whereby thou 
mayest draw a holy spiritual ^lory around thy victory ? 
How often are your night watches recompensed by a 
child's coffin ; but your day watches over his mind ever by 
rich daily rewards ! If you once believe that everything 
depends on education, wnat name do you deserve when, 
precisely as your position is high, you intrust the education 
of your children to persons of lower rank ; and while the 
children of the middle classes have their parents, those of 
the higher classes have only nurses and maids, as the 
directors of their path in life ? 

The whole ancient world elevates maternal above 
paternal love ; and the mother's must be great indeed, for 
a loving father cannot even picture to himself any love 
greater than his own; why, then, are you, compared 
with the fathers, who are so anxious about education 
and who even write great books upon the subject, so 
indifferent about its application ? For your lover you can 
freely give wealth and health ; why not then spare a few 
hours for the little helpless creature you love ? For the 
one you overcome opinions and inclinations; why should 
you do less for the other ? You, on whose physically and 
spiritually nourishing bosom Nature has cast the orphans 
of the earth, will you let them fade and die on a cold hired 
breast ? You, whq are provided by nature with patience, 
grace, gentlene$s, eloquence and love for the beings who 
fly to you even from their father, can you not watch over 
them ? I do not mean during the night, but only during 
the day. See ! they who once rested beneath your heart, 
and have now no longey a place in it, stretch their little 
arms towards her who is most related to them, and beg 
again for nourishment, As in many ancient nations no 
request was denied to a woman holding a child in her 

Q 
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arms, so now do cluldren, lying in yonr arms, or in their 
nurse's, offer up petitions for themselves. 

It is true that the sacrifices you make for the world will 
be little known by it — men govern and earn the glory ; and 
the thousand watchful nights and sacrifices by which a 
mother purchases a hero, or a poet, for the state are for- 
gotten, not once counted ; for the mothers themselves do 
not count them; and so, one century after another, do 
mothers, unnamed and unthanked, send forth the arrows, 
the suns, the storm-birds, and the nightingales of time ! 
But seldom does a Cornelia find a Plutarch who connects 
her name with the Gracchi. But as those two sons who 
bore their mother to the temple of Delphi were rewarded 
by death, so your guidance of your children will only 
find its perfect recompense at the termination of life. 

Twice, however, you will not be forgotten. If you 
believe in an invisible world in which the glad tears of a 
thankful heart are more valued and shine more brightly 
than worldly crowns set round with the petrified tears of 
sorrow ; if you believe this, you know your future ! And, 
if you have educated rightly, your child knows you. 
Never, never has one forgotten his pure, right-educating 
mother. On the blue mountains of our dim childhood, 
towards which we ever turn and look, stand the mothers 
who marked out to us from thence our life; the most 
blessed age must be forgotten ere we can forget the 
warmest heart. You wish, women! to be ardently 
loved, and for ever, even till death. Be, then, the mothers 
of your children. But you mothers who do not educate 
your children, how should your thanklessness for an 
unmerited blessing cause you to hang down your head in 
shame before every childless mother, every childless wife, 
and blush because one worthy woman sighs after that 
heaven which you have abandoned like a fallen angel. 
Oh ! why does fate, which often for some century's blood- 
hound gives a million souls to the rack, deny to the most 
lovely gentle being the bliss of one child's heart ? Why 
must Love long for an object, and Hate, not? Ah! 
Emestina,* how wouldst thou have loved and made 

* The excellent lady to whom the poet here pens so fine a memorial 
was his wife's younger sister, Emestina Augusta Phllippina Mahl- 
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happy! But thou wast not permitted: the death-cloud 
carried thee away with all the roses of thy youth, and 
thy warm mother's heart was called, childless, into the 
unknown world of spirits. Oh ! how wouldst thou have 
loved and educated with thy clearness of perception, thy 
btrength of character, thy ever-flowing spring of love, 
thy self-sacrificing soul — thou, who wert adorned with all 
the virtues of an ancient German woman I 



CHAPTER in. 

NATURE OF GIRLS. 
§79. 



The education of daughters is the first and most im- 
portant business of mothers ; because it may be uninter- 
rupted, and continue till the daughter's hand glides 
straight from the mother's into that which holds the 
wedding ring. The boy is educated by a many-toned 
world, school-classes, universities, travels, business, and 
libraries ; the mother's mind educates the daughter. For 
that reason he is more independent of the shocks of 
foreign influence than his sister ; for outward contradic- 
tion compels him to an inner balancing unity, whereas 
one little comer of the world easily appears a whole 
quarter, nay, a whole world, to the maiden. 

Before we speak of the education of the sex, we must 
first determine its character. According to well-known 
principles the nature of men is more epic, and formed for 
reflection ; that of women more lyrical, and endowed with 
feeling. Campe truly remarks that the French have all 
the failings and perfections of children — hence, I believe, 
they gladly call themselves Athenians, whom the old 



mann, of Leipsig. She died, Feb. 18, 1805, in the twenty-sixth jear 
of her age. The desire to press a child to her heart occupied the last 
moments before her death. She was one of the noblest beings that 
ever lived. — Tbans. 
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Egyptian priest found at once very childHke and very 
childish. T have disciissed more at large in other places 
the great resemblance between the character of the 
French nation and that of women. From these two 
assertions, at least from the more flattering, a third would 
follow, the resemblance between women and children. 
The same unbroken unity of nature — the same clear 
perception and understanding of the present — the same 
sharpness of wit — the keen spirit of observation — ardour 
and quietness — excitability and easily raised emotions — 
the ready, quick passage from the inward to the outward, 
and, conversely, from gods to ribbons, from motes in the 
sunbeam to solar systems — the admiration of forms and 
colours, and excitability carry out, by a mental alKance, 
the physical alliance of the two beings. Hence, to use 
an appropriate simile, children are in the first instance 
dressed in women's habits. 

He who loves antitheses of the newest fashion might 
call women antique, Grecian, or even Oriental beings; 
men, on the contrary, modem, northern, European ; those 
poetical, these philosophical. A man possesses, as it were, 
two selfs ; a woman but one, and needs another to see her 
own. From this female incapacity for holding dialogues 
with self may be explained most of the advantages and 
disadvantages of woman's nature. And so, because their 
near echo readily becomes a resonance and confused with 
the original sound, they can neither poetically nor philo- 
sophically separate and re-unite their component parts, 
and are more truly poetry and philosophy than poets and 
philosophers. Women show more taste in dressing others 
than themselves ; and, precisely because it is the same 
with their bodies as with their hearts, they can read in 
those of others better than in their own. 

§80. 

Let us illustrate in various ways the unity and sincerity 
of woman's nature. Because in her no power predominates 
and all her powers are rather receptive than formative ; 
because she, true mirror of the versatile present, accom- 
panies every external by an internal change ; even becausa 
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of these things does she seem to us so enigmatic. To 
guess what her soul is, means to guess her physical and 
other external relations; hence, the man of the world 
loves her as well and names her after those long, thin 
wine-glasses, called imposstblea, because they cannot be 
emptied how high soever you raise them. 

Like the piano-forte, we might call her pianissimo- 
fortissimo, so accurately and strongly does she reflect the 
extremes of accident ; at the same time, and for this very 
reason, her natural position must be one of repose and 
equal balance, like Vesta, whose holy fire none but women 
tended, and which everywhere, in town, temple, or private 
room, took, by law, the middle place. 

Passion drives the man, passions the woman; him a | 
stream, her the winds : he declares some one power to be 
monarchic, and suffers himself to be ruled by it ; she, more 
democratic, lets the passing moment rule. The man is 
more frequently serious ; the woman, for the most part, 
either blessed or cursed, joyful or sorrowful ; which does 
not contradict our former praise of her measured tranquil 
constitution; for cheerfulness dwells all day with one 
woman, sadness with another ; it is only passion that hurls 
both headlong. 

§81. 

Love is the life-spirit of her spirit ; her spirit the law, 
the motive-spring of her nerves. How deeply she can love 
without cause and without return, even if not perceived in 
her love of children, may be remarked in her dislikes, which 
prey on her as strongly and unreasonably as her love 
animates. Like the Otaheitans, who are so gentle and 
childlike and yet eat their enemies alive, these delicate 
creatures have a similar appetite, at least for their female 
foes. They often yoke doves to a thunder car. The 
somewhat shrewish Juno demanded, and obtained, from 
antiquity gentle lambs as her favourite sacrifice. Women 
love, and that infinitely and truly ; the most enthusiastic 
mystics were women ; it was no man but a nun who died 
of longing love to Jesus. But it was only a man, and no 
woman, who could demand from the Stoic sage indifference 
to friendship. Nature sent women into the world with 
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this bridal dower of love, not, as men often think, that they 
may altogether and entirely love them from the crown of 
their head to the sole of their feet, but for this reason — 
that they might be, what their vocation is,* mothers, and 
love children, to whom sacrifices must ever be offered and 
from whom none are to be obtained. 

Woman, in accordance with her unbroken clear-seeing 
nature, loses herself and what she has of heart and 
happiness in the object she loves. The present only exists 
to her ; and this present, again, is a determinate one, it is 
one, and only one, human being. As Swift loved not the 
human race, but only individuals belongiag to it, so 
women, though they have the warmest hearts, are no 
citizens of the world, scarcely citizens of a town or a 
village, but only of their home ; no woman can at the same 
time love the four quarters of the world and her own child, 
but a man can. He loves the idea ; she the manifestation, 
that which alone is ; as God — if this bold figure be not too 
bold — has only one loved object — His Universe. This pe- 
culiarity is seen in many other ways. Men love things best ; 
for instance, truths, possessions, countries : women love 
persona best : the former, it is true, readily personify what 
they love. Just as what is the goddess of wisdom to a 
man, to a woman easily becomes a man who has wisdom. 
Even when a child, a woman loves a mock-human being — 
a doll, and works for it ; the boy gets hold of a wooden 
horse and a troop of tin soldiers, and works vnth them. It 
probably arises from this very fact, that among boys and 
girls, sent at the same age to school, though the latter 
mature sooner they yet retain their play-persons longer 
than boys do their play-things. "When, however, grown- 
up women of the lower classes look intensely after a 
beautiful doll, carried by a child in the higher ranks of 
life, it seems their love of dress may exceed their love of 
children. Further, girls kiss one another more frequently 
than boys ; those look at the rider, these at the horse ; 
those inquire about appearances, these about their causeB ; 
those about children, these about animals. 

* 8eef 8a. 
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82. 

The more corrupt a century, the more contempt is there 
in it for women. The more slavery in the form, or form- 
lessness, of government, the more do they become the 
handmaidens of servants. In old free Germany women 
were considered sacred, and, like their images, the doves of 
Jupiter at Dodona, pronounced oracles; in Sparta and 
England, and in the fair age of chivalry, women bore the 
order-jewels of man's reverence. Now, since women rise 
and fall, become noble or base, according to the form of 
government — and this is constantly created and maintained 
by men — it is clear that women, after the character of 
men is formed, imitate that model : that there must first be 
seducing men before seduced women; that every deteri- 
oration of the female character is but the after- winter of a 
similar one in men. Place moral heroes in the field, and 
heroines follow them as brides ; but the opposite does not 
hold true ; no heroine can create a hero through love of 
her, but she may give birth to one. Therefore, all the more 
contemptible is the narrow-minded, squeamish Parisian 
man who makes tirades against the Parisian women, and, 
consequently, against all women, while he only ingrafts 
on them his own old sins, and poisons their womanhood by 
his own womanishness. How would such a plaster-cast 
creature of the age stand and tremble and wither away 
before a Spartan or an ancient German woman I 

Consequently the present age, in complaining of female 
sensuality, admits the previous existence of the sin in 
men. Meanwhile let the devil's advocates stand forth 
against women, and those of holiness for them, and to the 
advantage of women. There are many satirical crea- 
tures who get something printed, and are viewed with 
wonder, and written up by German critics as men deeply 
read in human nature for no other reason than this, be- 
cause, without any further pretension to knowledge of the 
world, insight, heart, or mind, they have converted every 
woman into nothing more than a fifth or sixth sense, and 
all their own desires into one overlaying one : and then 
especially the critic (he's a school-teacher 1} tlianks God 
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and the author that now, for a few pence, which he does 
not pay but receive as a reward for his favour, he at last 
holds in his hand the key of the French and allied female 
castle. 

These denouncers of women are, at all events, only half 
right, and certainly half wrong ; the former when they 
speak of physiological, the latter when of moral, sensuality. 
Of the former — when without the concurrence of a perfectly 
innocent heart — no one is guilty but God the Father ; and 
just as well might the greater beauty of a woman's bosom 
be attributed to her as a sin and excess. But, if Heaven 
created her especially for children, it is manifest that this 
physiological sensuality was ordained by the great Father 
of all children for the . advantage of the growing after- 
world. The first dwelling which man inhabits is an 
organised one ; and can this be too rich, too strong for 
his first original formation? Can want of power and 
life ever form an organic creature full of power and life. 
And which moment is the most important in the whole 
life? Certainly not the last, as theologians have often 
stated ; but probably the first, as physicians show. 

On the other hand, there is allotted, as a counterpoise 
to the senses of woman a purer heart than that of man, 
which makes common cause with them; and thus the 
accusation of her physical conformation closes with an 
eulogy on her spiritual nature. But these good beings 
do not defend themselves save by proxy; and it is 
probable that, with their facility of belief, mistrustful 
words may at last turn their watchfcdness away from 
their inward heart; just as many lose their religion, or 
their religious sentiments, without knowing how, merely 
because they hear discussions, and nothing else, about it. 

§83. 

Nature has directly formed woman to be a mother, only 
indirectly to be a wife ; man, on the contrary, is rather 
made to be a husband than a father. It were, indeed, 
somewhat strange if the stronger sex must lean on the 
weaker, the flower support it? stem, the ivy the tree; 
nevertheless he, just because he is the stronger, does 
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enforce something of that kind, makes his wife into tho 
bearer of his arms and Wrdens, his marketer and provision 
cooker ; and the husband regards the wife as the bam and 
outer shed of his household goods. He is far more created 
for her than she for him : she is for physical what he is 
for mental posterity. Fleets and armies prove the dis- 
pensableness of women; on the contrary, societies for 
women, convents for instance, do not arise without some 
male directing lever as primum mobile. Nature, which 
moves on kindly, yet cruelly, towards her vast ends in 
the world, has, for this purpose, armed women — the 
colleges and training houses of posterity — mentally and 
physically with power of giving and power of denying : 
hoih their physical and mental charms and weaknesses 
afford them protection. Hence arise regard and attention 
to their persons, with which their souls are more in- 
timately united into one existence than ours ; hence their 
dread of wounds, because these affect a double life, and 
their indifference to sickness : whereas men fear wounds 
less than illnesses, because those affect the body most, these 
the mind. Connected with these are her temperance, her 
love of cleanliness, and also her modesty and her inclina- 
tion to housewifery and quietness. The moral and ap- 
prehensive nature of girls is more rapidly developed than 
the mind of boys (as, according to Zach, satellites move 
quicker than planets; or, as flowers in valleys bloom 
sooner than on mountains ;) because to the physical, and, 
consequently, maternal, maturity of fifteen, nature has 
also added that of the mind. So soon as the luxuriant 
flower has, with its pollen, provided for another spring. 
Nature harshly destroys its attractive colours, and leaves 
it to its mental treasures and harvest. On the con- 
trary, she nreserves man's body, which has to serve 
on a longer journey of action and thought, active into 
the vale of years, and far beyond the season of woman's 
bloom. 

We may here subjoin this remark, drawn from the 
animal kingdom, that the male shows his greatest courage 
and power in the love-season, but the female after having 
given birth to her offspring. 

It is easy to draw out these assertions into the lesser 
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iiiatters of detail; for instance, female avarice, which 
saves not for self but for her children ; love of trifles ; 
love of talking ; the gentle voice, and many things which 
we blame. 

§84. 

We return to the former complaints about women. But 
why do men use this word so often about those beings to 
whom they owe the first thanks for existence, and who 
are sacrificed by Nature herself that life may follow life ? 
Why are the treasure-houses of humanity, its creators 
under God, not esteemed more highly ; and why do they 
only receive the wreath of com ears to carry because it is 
prickly? Were there only one father on the earth we 
should worship him; but were there only one mother 
we should reverence and love her as well as worship. 

The noblest and fairest quality with which nature 
could and must furnish women for the benefit of pos- 
terity was love, the most ardent, yet without return, and 
for an object unlike itself. The child receives love, and 
kisses, and night-watchings, but at first it only answers 
with rebuffs ; and the weak creature which requires most 
pays least. But the mother gives unceasingly ; yea, her 
love only becomes greater with the necessity and thank- 
lessness of the recipient, and she feels the greatest for 
the most feeble, as the father for the strongest child. 

" But," it may be objected to this view of woman's 
destination, ** women particularly seek after and honour 
all mental or physical power; they love their own sex 
little, and judge its weaknesses more harshly than the 
roughness of men. However angry a master may be with 
his servant, a mistress is far more so with her slave, 
whether in the colonies or in Germany ; and the Koman 
ladies chose to have their toilets performed by maidens 
with bared bosoms, so that they might, at the least mis- 
take in dressing, stick pins into them for punishment. 
Mothers, as well as courts, celebrate the birth of a princess 
with fewer cannon shots than that of a prince. If a 
woman, in any trick of cards, is asked to fix on some one 
card, she always chooses the king or knave, at all events, 
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nevex a queen ; and actresses like to perform no parts better 
than those of disguised young men. But one does not 
need to be very long in Paris, or in the world, aye, or 
upon the world, to guess what they want by it." 

Nothing bad; but a protector for their children. As 
Herder has beautifully remarked, nature has implanted 
reverence for men in women's heart ; from this reverence 
springs, in the first instance, love for men, but afterwards 
it passes into love for children. If even men, loving with 
the fancy and after preconceived notions far more than 
with the heart, follow actresses because they have seen 
them play fine romantic characters, — queens, goddesses, 
heroines, yes, heroines of virtue ; why should not women 
fall in love from reverence when they see us play the 
greatest parts, not as an actress does Lucretia, Desdemona, 
or Iphigenia, for a short evening's amusement, but for 
years of sober seriousness on the theatre of the world or 
of the state : one man is a hero, another a president, a 
third a king, a fourth a world-teacher, I mean an author I 
Children demand this love of the mother for their father 
as their inheritance, or pledged property, and she can only 
keep some interest ; until, in old age, when the children 
themselves are parents, she, a grey-headed woman, as 
silver-bride*, again experiences a kind of love for her 
silver-bridegroom. In a childless marriage the wife 
regards the husband as her first and only son, possessed 
of qualities which cx)nstitute her true honour and support 
her during her whole life ; and she loves the young man 
unutterably. 

§86. 

If a young woman cherish a love compressed into the 
bud of esteem, she will do little less than all for her lover ; 
or what a mother does for her child. She forgets herself 
in him, because only through him does she remember 
herself; and her paradise is only valued as a condition 
and fore-court of heaven to him : and she would receive a 
hell at the same price. Her heart is the citadel, every 

* In Germany, as sometimes in England, the twenty-fifth anniyersarjT 
of a married couple's wedding-day is called their silyer wedding-day ; 
the fiftieth, their golden weddin^Hiay —Trans. 
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tliiiig else is but tlie suburbs and country round about it ; 
and only with the former is the latter vanquished. 

If it be true that the lost, in their haunts of misery, 
would gladly exchange the poisonous lures by which they 
must maintain and deceive themselves for the sweet 
intoxication of sincere heart-felt love, will not the fresh 
virgin heart resign all for the sunrise of life, for the first 
unbounded love, which is ardent in accordance with its 
purity and its previous non-existence, to the god^man ; 
who, for a being hitherto bound to a little comer of the 
world, suddenly reveals a whole new world which is, for 
the maiden, this world joined with the next. Who, then, 
shall restrain the gratitude of love towards him who has 
opened happiness and freedom to a mind chained to the 
narrow present, who has embodied all those dreams which 
formerly the unoccupied soul personified in the stars, in 
spring-time, in friends, and child-like duties? I know 
him well who shall place that restraint ; it is even he who 
requires the opposite, — the lover. Certainly a wisely and 
purely educated maiden is so poetic a flower of this dull 
world, that the sight of this glorious blossom hanging 
some years after the honey-moon with yellow faded 
leaves in un watered beds, must grieve any man who 
beholds it with a poet's eye ; and who must, consequently, 
in sorrow over the common usefulness a»d servitude of 
the merely human life, over the difference between the 
virgin and the matron, utter the deadliest wishes : yes, I 
say, he would rather send the virgin with her wreath of 
rose buds, her tenderness, her ignorance of the sufferings 
of life, her dream-pictures of a holy Eden, into the grave- 
yard of earth, which is God*s field, than into the waste 
places of life. Yet, do it not, poet : the virgin becomes 
a mother, and again gives birth to the youth and the Eden 
which have fled from her ; and to the mother herself they 
return, and fairer than before : and so let it be as it is ! 

§86. 

How is it tlwit in morally, as well as architecturally,* 
undermined Paris the women read the characters of 

* It ifl well known that Paris is built horn the quarries beneath it. 
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Heloise, Attila, Valeria, in which only the love of the 
heart plays and bums with as great eagerness as love 
letters ? Women, even old women, and young men devour 
such works ; whereas older men prefer being devoured by 
works of a very different kind. As in a well played game 
of chess, or in war, he wins who makes the first move, so 
must women, as the assaulted party, succumb. But who 
attacks us, save ourselves? And which is more guilty, 
the serpent on the tree, or Eve under the tree ? And how 
small and transitory is often the price for which we bar- 
gain away the whole happiness of a woman's life I It is 
like Xerxes who carried a war into Greece because he 
liked eating Attic figs. 

Farther : a woman's imagination, not worn out like a 
man's by wine and excitement, miust all the more easily 
burst, on our account, into those flames which consume 
happiness. 

Hippel remarks, and with justice, that a man overtaken 
in wrong-doing is ashamed and speechless, but tiiat a / 
woman becomes bold and passionately indignant. And 
this is the cause of it : the man clearly beholds himself, 
not so the woman ; therefore, she the more readily makes 
her innocence appear both to others and herself. In short, 
our sins are more generally intentional ; hers thoughtless, 
and therefore the more excusable. 

And finally : there are everywhere more chaste damsels 
than young men, more chaste women than men, more old 
maids than old bachelors. Man, however, may glorify 
himself on two accounts. First : his relations to life and 
the world, and his courage lead him more frequently into 
temptations ; — and second : the man who preserves his 
chastity on principle possesses therein a praetorian cohort ; 
but the woman who protects hers with her heart and from 
regard to social morality has a guardian angel and guard 
of honour. The cohort, however, is stronger than the 
angel and the guard. 



[/ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

EDUCATION OF GIRL3. 
§ 87. 

After the last chapter this might be a short one, becanse, 
according to it, girls are to be educated as mothers, that 
is, as teachers. Our only duty would consist in giving 
them printed and verbal lessons in instruction :* and for 
this purpose no more susceptible period is offered to the 
parents than the time of hope and the six months of their 
daughter's engagement; nor to the husband, than the 
first year of wedded life : and then, again, that the elder 
daughters should be permitted to educate the younger. 
The last is probably the most spiritual school for obtaining 
clearness of ideas, patience and circumspection to which 
parents can send their daughters : unfortunately it is 
closed against the youngest child. 

But before and after being a mother, a girl is a human 
being ; and neither motherly nor wifely destination can 
overbalance or substitute the human, but must become its 
means, not end. As above the poet, the painter, or the 
hero, so above the mother, does the human being rise pre- 
eminent : and as the artist, while forming his work, does, 
at the same time, form something higher — himself, the 
creator of that work ; so the mother forms, along with the 
child, her own more holy self. Every divinely human 
thing has attached to it by nature the condition of locality ; 
the ideal dwells within the bodily manifestation, the flower 
pollen within its cup : the costliest pearls, so easily lost, 
are strung on common bands and threads, and pierced in 
order to be preserved. 

Since nature has ordained woman for maternity, it has 
also ordered her development; and we need but not to 

♦ Why do they not have published for them gleanings, especially 
for the female sex, from Hermes' many novels, rather than from other 
writers; since they comprise so many fine, deep, severe and weighty 
Tiew0 and hints. 



CHAP. IV.] 1.EVA.NA. 239 

oppose nor anticipate its determinations. But as it always 
labours blindly and fixedly on, only for its own one-sided' 
aims, its end or ends, so education must not attempt to 
vanquish it, — for every natural energy is holy, — ^but to 
make the whole nature complete by softening, purifying 
and harmonizing the preponderating power by means of 
the other balancing powers. 

§ 88. 

A woman feels, but does not see, herself; she is all 
heart; her very ears are ears of the heart. To observe 
herself and what appertains thereunto, viz. reasons, is too 
disagreeable for her. Perhaps it was on this account that 
our ancient jurisprudence sooner relieved a man than a 
woman from an oath, but applied the torture sooner to him 
than to her. Keasons c^hange and afifect the firm man 
more easily than the weak versatile woman : as lightning 
passes better through solid bodies than through the thin 
air. 

What then will happen ? Feelings come and go, like 
light troops following the victory of the present: but 
principles, like troops of the line, are undisturbed and 
stand fast. Shall we now by anatomising it rob the heart 
of its fair fulness of inner life. It were sad if one could 
do it; but Sbmmering, after the thousand ears he has 
dissected, still experiences the charms of harmony; and 
the philosopher, even after publishing his theory of morals 
and of taste, still feels the power of conscience and of 
beauty. 

Let a girl learn to prove, analyse and explain, not her 
feeling, but the object of that feeling ; and then, having 
experienced the wrongness of the object, she will be com- 
pelloti during the whole continuance of the sensation to 
follow only the insight she has gained. Do not oppose 
the feelings, but the imagination. 

This, in a picture of war, for instance, compresses the 
miseries of a nation into one heart ; those of a day or of 
a year into one moment ; the various possibilities into 
one certainty : now, if by means of the severing concave 
mirror of reason, we separate this fancied focus inlo its^ 
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various individnal rays, the feeling is not destroyed, but 
only deferred. But, dear mother, cherish and protect every 
warm and tender feeling which years themselves biing 
and form, and do not revel in the sensibility of your 
youngest daughter, and lose yourself in tears of love while 
relating some lamentable story, or imparting such feelings 
in all their nakedness. For in future years either these 
beings will succumb to their feelings, or their feelings 
to them. Feelings, flowers, and butterflies, live all the 
longer the later they are developed. Any thing, whether 
mental or physical, which will certainly at some time come 
into real existence, may without injury arrive somewhat 
late, but not too soon ; and the Germans of Tacitus pre- 
served without disadvantage ihat heart full of energy 
which they gave for ever to one, even though it might 
not be a young virginal one, which had beaten for them 
in many battles. 

Sin not against your daughters, nor blasphemously 
offend the spirit of God, by showing and recommending, 
even indirectly, any excellence they may possess, be it art, 
science, or the sanctuary of the heart, as a lure to men, or 
bait for catching a husband : to do so is truly to shoot 
wild fowl with diamonds, or to knock down fruit with a 
sceptre. Instead of making heaven a means and handle 
for this earth, we should, in the highest possible degree, 
elevate this as a means of attaining that. Only an under- 
standing of the general regulation of a house, — order, 
knowledge of house-keeping, and similar matters, should 
be spoken of as valuable for the future groundwork of the 
marriage tie. The so called lady-like accompliishments 
are, at most, but garlands of flowers by which Cupid may 
be bound ; but Hymen, who breaks through these, and 
garlands of fruit too, is best guided and held by the golden 
i>fficial chain of domestic capability. 

By persuasive speech impart clearness to principles, and, 
by dint of repetition, give them the force of intuitions. 
Especially, permit as little as possible the enjoyment of 
self-commiseration, which, merely for the pleasure of 
hugging pain, flies from every cheerful light. The hatred 
and correction of every humour, and war against every 
objectless frame of mind, are exercises. Even in the 
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Binallest matters, let nothing wilful pass unpumshed in 
yovLT daughters. 

To effect all this, some man is needed round whose firm 
stem this weak wavering flower-stalk may be trained. 
A lover before marriage generally prefers looking at the 
rainbow of tearftd sensibilities, of fickle whims, and helpless 
weaknesses ; but after marriage, when the rainbow turns 
into wet weather, he requires reasonableness and thorough- 
ness, because he suffers more from whims which are 
perpetuaDy recurring than from graver faults ; and, if he 
does not find these qualities, he awakes from his private 
dreams without finding them realised. His dreams are 
these : he had, forsooth, when a lover, in various pastoral 
Arcadian hours of the heart, led his love to different 
resolutions, — for which he had given his own good reasons, 
— hence he was led to expect a marriage full of governing 
reasons ; " For," said he, " if now, in the warmth of youth, 
she already follow reasons, what will she do when cooler 
and older ? " Merely the very opposite. For she had only 
paid attention to his wishes, not to his chain of reasoning, 
and done every thing solely from love. Wherefore, ye 
husbands, retain the love of your wives and you are raised 
above the necessity of sermons on reason. Should it be 
more difficult or more unprofitable, to live and act in 
company with your own wife and household queen, than 
to enter into partnership with the Virgin Mary, the queen 
of heaven, as a merchant in Messina did, and honourably 
handed over to her a share of his profits?* 

Preserve girls from fear and affectation, which, for the 
most part, find place where reason is excluded. Even at a 
very early age you may cover with a coloured veil many 
imaginary fears : for instance, you may tell a child that 
the first clap of thunder she hears is the rolling of the 
chariot on which the so long expected spring arrives ; or 
you may yourself unconcernedly regard animals which 
alarm by the rapidity of their movements, as mice ; or by 
their size, as horses ; or by their unpleasing forms, as 
spiders and toads. Then direct the child's eye from the 
whole to the individual beautiful limbs, and gradually, 
withe at compulsion, draw child and beast together : for 

* Neue Sammlung der Beisebesohreibungen, B. 7. 
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cliildren, nnlike animals governed by instinct, have 
scarcely any other fear than that produced by strangeness. 
One scream of fear from a mother may resound through 
the whole life of her daughter ; for no rational discourse 
can extinguish the mother's scream. You may make any 
full stop, colon, semicolon, or comma of life before your 
children, but not a note of exclamation ! 

§89. 

The morality of girls is custom, not principle. Boys 
might be improved by the bad example of drunken Helots ; 
girls only by a good one. Even boys return from the 
Augean stable of the world with some of its smell adhering 
to them ; but girls are frail, white Parisian apple-blossoms, 
parlour-flowers, from which decay must be averted, not 
with the hand but with fine camel-hair brushes. They, 
like the priestesses of antiquity, should be educated only 
in holy places, and never hear, much less see, what is rude, 
immoral, or violent. Magdalena Pazzi said, on her death- 
bed, that she did not know what a sin against modesty 
was : let education at least try to imitate this example. 
Girls, like pearls and peacocks, are valued for no other 
colour than the most perfect whiteness. A corrupt youth 
may lay down a noble book, walk up and down the room 
in passionate tears and exclaim, " I will amend ;" and keep 
his word. At the end of forty years Rousseau accomplished 
his first transformation from the caterpillar state, and con- 
tinued in it until death removed him by a second change. 
I have hitherto read of few women who have reformed 
themselves by other means, even in the most favourable 
cases, than that of a husband ; and, what concerns some 
Magdalen asylums in great Magdalen cities, no man 
desirous of marrying would accept from them, as from a 
matrimonial-oflfice, his wedded half, properly but a kind of 
broken fragment. Perhaps this consideration excuses the 
conduct of the world which regards the errors of men but 
as the chicken-pox, which leaves few or no marks behind ; 
but those of women as the small-pox, which imprints its 
traces on the recovered patient, and lives on in the general 
remembrance. 

The purer the golden vessel the more readily is it bent ; 
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the higher worth of women is sooner lost than that ot 
men. According to the old German rural custom, the sons 
walked to church behind the father, but the daughters 
before the mother, apparently because the latter should 
not be much left out of sight. 

Nature herself has surrounded these delicate souls with 
an ever-present in-born guard, with modesty, both in 
speaking and hearing. A woman luses no figure of eloquence 
— ^her own, at most, excepted — so often as that of accismua,* 
Keep watch over this guard, and pursue, by this 
indication of nature, the way to education. On this 
account mothers, fathers, men, and even youths, are their 
best companions; and, on the contrary, girls connected 
with other girls of a similar age, as in schools, provoke one 
another to an exchange of foibles rather than of excellences, 
to love of dress, admiration and gossip, even to the for- 
getting of accismua. Even sisters of unequal age injure 
one another, how much more, then, sinnlar-aged play- 
fellows. To know this one needs only to listen to the 
mutual teazing among the members of a girl's school when 
perchance a young man has entered, or even approached 
the door. In the paternal dwelling little would be made 
of such a circumstance, because it would happen more 
frequently, with perfect seriousness, and among fewer 
rivals. And what more is there to say about these despotic 
interim-convents ? Men are made for society, but women 
for maternal solitude. A boy's school is right, but not a 
girl's ; just as a ship of war filled with women would be 
merely a castle in the air, — from its requiring so much 
unity, quickness, punctuality and obedience. Girls depend 
upon one heart, boys on many heads. The most that a 
girl could find in a school woidd be a second mother ; but 
the father would be wanting. 

Another thing which a mother should carefully guard 
against can scarcely be avoided in a girls' school. It is, 
that as a mistress rules and speaks, (for a master would 
speak quite differently) and as rude, violent, dull-minded 
girls must be mingled with gentle, delicate and susceptible 
ones, the bad must be cured by means of many punish- 

* So rhetoricians term the figure by which one speaks, without all 
longing, of the very objects for which the strongest desire is felt. 

B 2 
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ments which are poison to the best. I mean this ; nothing 
so roughly brushes the tender auricula-dust, or flower- 
pollen, off the minds of girls as that old-maidish cry of 
alarm at our sex : that prudish abuse of a sex from which 
every one must make an exception in favour of her father 
and her husband. There is a kind of bad, unspiritual 
modesty that resembles the stone veil in a statue of modesty 
by A. Corradini, which, according to A^olkman, hangs down 
from it clearly and separately as another body. There are 
certain precipices along which women, like mules in 
Switzerland, must not be led if they are not to fall. 
Definite warnings against them serve as attractions and 
lures. Let the parents shine before them as pure 
examples, and they will not need to strengthen modesty, 
the wing-covers of Psyche's wings, with extra coverings. 
By instruction a child is robbed, in the first instance, of her 
innocent want of shame, afterwards of its silent presence. 

What follows is true, though in a less degree, of other 
schools besides those for girls. In the parental dwelling 
educational precept is lost in practice, and the child, to the 
unspeakable advantage of his feeling of freedom and his 
quicker susceptibility, receives all moral instruction only 
as the natural unobtrusive accompaniment of his thread of 
life ; in a school, on the contrary, the child feels as if life 
only served for instruction, as if he himself lay like a block 
of marble, chisels and hammers passing over him in every 
direction, from which so much was to be hewn away that 
a grown-up man should, at last, rise from the block. The 
secret parental formation, under which the child believed 
himself to be growing of his own accord, stands here 
revealed in its naked aim; he feels his carnation buds 
opened with a penknife, not gently disclosing themselves, 
after warm rain, by their own native force. For this very 
reason a young creature would scarcely wish to remain 
longer than the appointed time in the school-house, but 
woiSd gladly live for ever in its parent's home. 

Somewhat better than girls' boarding-schools are day- 
schools, places where they merely receive instruction. It 
were to be wished that in both of these, as well as in the 
girls' room at home, there could be more womanly class- 
spirit inspired, more love and reverence for their own sex, 
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and woman's excellence shown as well as the more brilliant 
advantages of men. This leads me to a disinclination not 
sufficiently struggled against in girls* schools, I mean that 
of women towards women. 

When Eichardson had put every means of torture, or 
passion, which such a preying shark hides under his skull 
to use against women sufferers, into the head of that devil 
towards women, Lovelace, against the angel Clarissa ; and 
when he really permitted this holy virgin to be crucified 
by him, he could naturally only expect that women would 
take the part of the sufferer, not of the beast of prey ; but, 
to his utter astonishment, every day's post brought him 
letters from women entreating the final happiness of the 
good Lovelace, just as Klopstock received similar ones for 
the reformation of his Abadonna. Much the same befel a 
converter of the heathen in Greenland; who, after having 
employed, as he hoped, every admitted power of eloquence 
to depict the burning heat of hell, saw, to his astonish- 
ment, an ever-increasing cheerfulness in the faces of the 
Greenlanders ; until at last, on descending from the pul- 
pit, he learned that, by his warm description of hell, he 
had excited a special longing in the whole congregation 
to go thither as to a milder climate. Such a charming 
hell was Lovelace to women, although a purgatory to 
Clarissa. 

It almost sounds like satire to say that women are not 
particularly fond of each other, and that, with all their 
friendly words to one another, they rather imitate the 
nightingale, which, in Beohsteiji's opinion,* aims by its 
luring tones to scare other nightingales; and so the 
assertion of the schoolman, that they would rise up as 
men at the last day, may be in some measure confirmed 
by the nature of heaven, in which, as the abode of eternal 
love, women changed into men would naturally and more 
readily feel a universal love by the entire absence of their 
own sex. Moreover, we possess the facts that the ancient 
Boman women (according to Bottiger*s Sabina") manifested 
a degree of cruelty towards their female slaves, and 
European women in the Indies also towards theirs ; and 
the most ancient governing sister on the island of Lesbos 

* See his Instructions for catchin^: Birds, 1796. 
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towards her other sisters, and even towards their mothers ; 
and, finally, modem mistresses towards their maid ser- 
vants ; to which our conduct towards our male domes- 
tics forms a noble contrast, so that we bear away, to our 
astonishment (for we often flog servants), the honourable 
name of the gentler sex. I only passingly mention 
calumniation, or the " doing to death by evil tongues," 
whereby a parlour is converted into a canvassing society 
of the heads and hearts of such foredoomed women as are 
not there drinking tea. 

Should we not then, seriously, exclaim, " Oh ! mother, 
above all other things implant and cherish in your 
daughter a love and reverence for her own sex. Is it 
possible that you cannot succeed in so doing if you show 
her the crown of noble women shining gloriously amid 
the darkness of past ages ; the elevating examples of 
united female friends; and the relationship of all their 
sex's sisters with them in worth and in danger ; and the 
thought that in her sex each honours or despises the sex 
of her mother ; and the certainty that as hatred of humanity 
is punished in misanthropes, so the half of that sin, 
towards half the human race, will be punished in the 
haters of women ? " Even the father may contribute his 
share, and indeed the largest, towards this end, by not 
merely preaching to his daughter but showing her more 
regard towards her sisters, as the mother also may show 
more love. And, since no precept insures the practice of 
any virtue, it were well if the daughter were accus- 
tomed to regard in maid-servants not merely their common 
humanity, but their fellowship with her in sex. 

§90. 

Some of the modem sesthetic lithologists would gladly 
see female flowering plants converted into petrifactions : 
they ought, say they, to repose more fully on the rights 
of the stronger. First, however, it were to be wished 
that more wood and kernel were imparted to the present 
soft spongy character of men ; when that is effected the 
woman will enclasp it like an ivy plant and form its 
second crown. How strong in will women are, is a 
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question to be asked not of lovers, but of such husbands 
as, on their wedded penitential stools, are summoned to 
Socratic discourses with a female Socrates, or to such as 
Job's wife held. In the love before marriage the girl 
appears too weakly characterless and submissive ; but 
marriage, in accordance with her destination for children 
suddenly opens, like a northern sun, all her blossoms, be 
they those of an aloe, or of a thistle. Is it on this account 
that most Slavonians * call their beloved, as the Poles, 
indeed, do all women. The Uncertain ? In short, the girl 
matures into the mother; and the man, who wishes to 
possess in his wife at once a slave and a goddess, stands 
half discomfited by the change ; the little that he can say 
on the matter consists in such ideas as these rather than 
any thing else : " He had, trusting in his own steadfast- 
ness, lovingly proposed to himself to have been a prop to 
her ; but she had brought with her and packed up for use 
so much of her own that subsequently, between man and 
wife, the sex was as difficult to distinguish as in young 
birds ; which was God, which Goddess, was, in his own case, 
as hard to guess as in the early Grecian statues of deities ; 
indeed, it were to be wished that the similarity were less 
absolute." 

Consequently the will of girls is less to be strengthened 
than bent and polished. Like plastic divinities, women 
should only gently and mildly express their feelings. 
Every outward and inward excess is a blemish in their 
charms, a poison to their children. Even a man chooses 
gentleness as the first, though perhaps not the second, 
mode of expressing his will and determination. No mere 
strength goes to war against feminine gentleness ; so the 
tranquil moonshine is rarely broken by a storm, though 
the glowing STinshine may be. From the moment in 
which the bravest man shall speak in the gentlest manner 
will sweetness and compliance arise more and more in 
the strongest woman : she may continue to be a pyramid, 
but in the pyramids is found a soft echo. 

Since the present warlike age and present style of 
German poetry send women less to the flute-school of 
gentleness than to the fighting-school of war, a few 

* See Anton's Essay on the ancient Slavonians* yoL u 
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sentences added to this ninetieth section which, though 
not bringing cure, may yet possibly avert the evil, will 
not be useless, at least to those daughters who add their 
own character as a female water pipe to our present 
tempestuous season. 

Passionateness in a woman's soul is often found united 
with all the overflowing fulness of a deep noble heart, yes 
even with predominant gentleness and affection ; — and yet 
such a hard adjunct of nature may draw the being herself, 
and all who love or are loved by her, into the most irre- 
mediable misfortunes. 

The usually tranquil female character is naturally so 
much inclined to whirlwinds of passion that even the 
laws (those of Prussia for instance), dreading the angels 
of destruction in these otherwise mild angels, forbid an 
apothecary to sell poison to any woman, whereas they 
permit violent men to procure it. The laws seem usually 
to consider them as snow-white, snow-dazzling, and snow- 
cold Heclas full of fire. If, now, this naturally over- 
powerful disposition of the sex be increased by that of the 
individual, we behold a thunder-goddess, who beats down 
with waterspouts her little flower- children, not to mention 
her drenched husband, flooded house, and drowned love. 
A storming mother is a contradiction in education, and 
resembles those tropical storms which injuriously increase 
the temperature of the atmosphere; whereas a storming 
father coolingly purifies the air. To the child, yet standing 
on his pure, clear heights, passion perhaps sounds as weak 
as does a crash to one ascending lofty mountains ; but in 
the valleys of future life it becomes a thunder clap, and 
every fit of maternal passion returns as a sevenfold echo 
in the married life of her daughter. As I have above said, 
I do not refer to conjugal love, in which, during these 
female hurricanes, the thin axle of Aphrodite's fair car 
breaks, or her yoked doves tear themselves loose and fly 
away, because the readers do not here require the poison 
to be shown them, but its antidote. 

This, however, is not so close at hand, as Our discourse 
is only of girls six or seven years old. But to oppose 
violence to violence, to attack passion by passion, is to try 
to put out fixe with boiling oil : punishments, especially 
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in early youth, do more injury than the stifling of the 
flames warrants ; to which must ]ye added that punishment, 
as is natural, only affects the ]>a88ion when it has provided 
the match for a still greater future one. Every repetition 
of the fault becomes, in this case, a doubling of it, to which 
even the furrows of pain act as inflammatory incitements. 
As a physical remedy one might advise more vegetable 
than animal diet, and that of a cooling nature, were it not 
that advancing years with their fiery blood would again 
produce heat. But the best means to use against it in 
early life are the prevention of all, even the smallest, 
occasions for it, or sparks for the match : and, on the other 
hand, let every power of love, of patience, of peacefulness 
be cherished and manifested and employed against that 
consuming fire. Commands effect nothing ; but examples 
of gentleness, whether given or related in tone and action, 
do all. The children of Quakers are gentle without 
punishment ; they see their parents ever shining as tranquil 
white stars through the stormy clouds of foreign environ- 
jQent. 

On the contrary, in the later years of reflection and the 
blush of shame, this punishment may be permitted, indeed 
ordained ; that such a female Boreas of fifteen years old 
may, in the midst of her roaring storm, openly and harshly 
receive the metaphorical blow in the face on her burning 
swollen cheeks, which, given previously, without its 
figurative meaning, would only, as I have already said, 
have increased the whole swelling evil. 



§ 91. 

The wife of a nobleman was formerly called house- wife 
The ancient Britons were often led to battle by brave 
women. Many Scandinavian women, according to Home, 
were pirates. A North American on the land, and a 
T^arisian woman in the shop, do every thing that with us 
devolves on the man. Ought it, indeed, to be sufficient if 
a girl can ^ew, and knit, and net? When Sweden, under 
Charles the Twellth, had sent forth all her men at the call 
of glory, the women became postmasters, cultivators of tho 
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land and overseers of the public offices.* And since it may 
possibly happen in time that all the men may be engaged 
in a war and peace establishment, it seems to me we should 
think more of educating girls to be the conductors of our 
business, and the managers of our estates ; for, subsequently, 
if the men were killed, there might be another conscription 
and enlisting demanded from the women than that under 
husbands. 

The gymnastics of life and labour are, if the two former 
sections be correct, the third commandment in female 
education. But these do not consist of so-called ladylike 
occupations. Sewing, knitting, or spinning with a Parisian 
pocket spinning wheel, are recreation and repose from 
labour, not labour and exercise ; for that spinning while 
walking, as the Moldavians do t» at least must be oi dered. 
Worsted work, this female mosaic work, not unsuitable 
for the higher classes who must refresh themselves from 
doing nothing by doing little, easily converts the pattern 
into a covering for indisposition or ill humour. Xenophon 
tells us that Lycurgus sent the Spartan women to the public 
places of exercise, and only the slaves to the embioidery 
frame and the spinning wheel. I do not reckon as greatest 
those physical disadvantages, the slavish carriage of the 
person, for instance, which need a dancing-school to correct 
what the sewing-school has done, for a watchful mother 
might as easily enforce correct sitting during the sewing 
lesson as a writing master can do during the writing 
lesson ; neither do I reckon the nerve-enfeebling, finger- 
pricking irritation of knitting ; and the physical evils of 
a sedentary life shall be treated of hereafter. But most 
employments of the fingers by which you attompt to fix 
the female quicksilver have this injurious effect, that the 
mind left to idleness rusts away, or is entirely given up to 
the waves of circle after circle spreading fancy. Sewing 
and knitting needles, for instance, keep open the wounds 
of an unhappy attachment far more than do all romances 
they are thorns which themselves pierce the falling rose. 
If the young woman have, as the young man generally 
has, some occupation which every moment demands now 

* Memoires secrets sur les r^o:nes de Louis XI Y. par Duclos. 
t SumaraKofiTt) Tour in the Crimea 
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thought, the old one cannot perpetually stand out in the 
most prominent light. A change of occupation is es- 
pecially adapted to the female character, as the steady 
pursuit of one is to that of the man. 

Distraction, forgetfulness, want of consideration and of 
presence of mind, are the first and worst consequences of 
this sweet internal and external far niente ; and a woman 
needs nothing more to poison the holy trinity of wedlock, 
child, husband, and self. Heavens! how a young man 
must every day draw his thread of life from a new fieece, 
or conduct his plans on their long journey nearer to the 
goal, while a young woman repeats yesterday in to-day as 
the image of to-morrow ; he indeed walks, and she sits ; 
the one is permitted to stand, the other only to sit. 

The female sex has such a preference for every anchoring 
manner of life, that it would gladly, as Geming says the 
Greek women actually did, carry a camp stool with it, so 
as after every step to have a seat ready at hand. Yet I 
should think women might be satisfied to resemble the sun 
in its shining and warming powers, and not also in its 
immoveableness. They, in common with the sitting pro- 
fessions, tailoring and shoe-making, are the victims of 
spleen and fanaticism. This sedentary life, full of noon- 
tide rests, morning and afternoon rests, and vesper rests, 
in which great ladies with full tables and stomachs in- 
dulge, gives so much trouble to the doctors, running 
hither and thither, that finally a knowledge of medicine 
will be as necessary as a knowledge of French to every 
chevalier d'honneur and chamberlain. In such a circle 
one certainly need seek few Swiss heroines, not to mention 
that Czekleress from the district of Gyergyoer, who, in a 
battle with the Moldavians, killed seven of them at one 
stroke, and in the evening returned and was brought to 
bed of a son.* This circumstance happened on the seventh 
of September, 1685. 

A certain Quoddeusvult, in the (yet unprinted) twenty- 
third volume of the Flegeljahre, thinks to find some 
excuse, when, after having spoken of the female love of 
sitting and dancing until he hit upon a simile drawn from 
those hovering flies which hover unwaveringly and shoot 

* Supplements of the A. L. Zeitong, No. 19. 
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down swift as arrows, he thus expresses himself concerning 
it : " The reason why the female nature loves rest better 
than man's is less obvious even in crabs— of which the 
female has much the fewer legs under its tail — than in the 
human foetus itself, for the boy begins to move in the 
third, the girl in the fourth month. Also in the Culs de 
Paris is the sitting mode of life sufficiently exemplified. 
But Nature softens this as she does other things ; she 
gives a desire for sour kraut and herrings as a curative 
diet to fever patients, and has implanted in the bed and 
sofa-lying woman, as well as in the lazy savage, the 
love of dancing. As in a concert, so in her, prestissimo 
follows adagio. I know not what is more necessary to 
the present largo di molto sitting than the hop furioso. 
A ball is a strengthening snail and oyster cure for 
crawling snails and sitting oysters ; a the dansant is the 
best cure for a tea drinking. The two medical fingers 
tread on the foot as ten medical toes ; and at a masked 
ball the uncovered lady has her pestilence preserver in her 
hand, as the plague doctors formerly went about in wax 
masks. If you want ladies to go faster than posts and 
couriers, arrange an English country dance between 
Leipsig and Dessau, and let the girls * chassez,' then see 
who arrives first, the post or the dancers," — and so on. 
For however true some of it may be, it is yet better placed 
where it is, in the twenty-third volume. 

This love of sitting also affects the minor branches of 
family and household affairs, in which women often permit 
and neglect matters merely not to have to rise from their 
seats ; they unwillingly purchase the exercise of their 
children with their own, or willingly delay physical, and 
force mental, growth. In London ringing twice summons 
the footman, thrice the chambermaid, apparently to give 
time to the sex. 

§92. 

Now how can this be obviated ? Just as it is obviated 
among the lower classes. Let a girl, instead of her dreamy 
monotonous finger- work, manage the business of the house- 
hold, which every moment restrains dreaminess and 
absence of mind by new duties and calls on the attention ; 
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in early years let her be employed in every tiling from 
cooking to gardening ; when older, from the management 
of the servants to keeping the acconnts. What a minister is 
in a small state that a woman is in her lesser state; namely, 
the minister of all departments at once, the husband 
managing the foreign affairs ; more especially is she the 
minister of finance, who, in the state, in the last resort, 
according to Goethe, regulates peace, as well as, according 
to Archenholz, the magazines of war. Even noble ladies 
would be healthier and happier if they fulfilled the duties 
of maitre d'hotel and femme de charge, I mean for the 
house : I know they frequently act in both capacities for 
their husbands. Certainly, as a whole, the females of the 
higher classes are rendered more delicately beautiful by 
this absob^e idleness ; but such a Venus resembles that of 
Borne, who was also the goddess of corpses ; among these 
may be reckoned her children, her husband, or herself. I 
do not speak about the art of cookery, in order not to be 
laughed at, as Kant was who wished that here (as in 
Scotland) regular lessons should be given in it as well 
as in dancing. Eather will Seneca's beautiful words 
addressed to sacrificers — " Puraa Deus, non plenas adspicit 
manus " (God regards |)ttre not /ttZZ hands) — acquire a new 
meaning with noble ladies ; and they will suppose their 
husbands value pure white hands more than those which 
present them some good dish they have cooked. 

But how is it that in the order of female rank her real 
title, housewife, is not esteemed higher ? Is it not in that 
capacity that as once physically, so now financially, she 
prepares a freer future for her children ? And can a woman 
find that in detail beneath her regard, in which, as a whole, 
the greatest of men, a Cato of Utica, a Sully, and others, 
sought their glory ? Once for all, the household must be 
managed in some way ; and is it better that the husband 
should add this extra weight to his out-of-door duties ? If 
so, I should merely be lost in astonishment that the 
women — for the thing is practicable, as Huml.oldt and 
others have seen examples of it among the men in South 
America— do not commit to our charge the reasonable 
and easy duty of suckling the children. After a little 
creative practice there might be mi^le instead of female. 
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wet-nurses ; the ministers, presidents, and other principals 
(the children carried after them into court) would stand 
it better than the women, &c. &c. 

For the rest, let no more flighty than intellectual 
woman declare that housekeeping, as a mechanical affair, is 
beneath the dignity of her mind, and she would rather be 
as mentally happy as a man. Is there, then, any mental 
work without hand work? Do accountants' offices, 
secretaries' rooms, the military parade, places of govern- 
ment set the hands less in motion than the kitchen and 
household affairs, or is it merely that they do so in a 
different way? Can the mind show itself earlier, or 
otherwise, than behind the mask of the laborious body ? 
for instance, the ideal of the sculptor otherwise than after 
millions of blows and chisel-strokes on the marble ? Or 
can this present Levana appear in the world and in print 
unless I make pens, dip them in the ink and draw them 
up and down ? 

Ye holy women of German antiquity ! ye knew as little 
of an ideal heart as of the circulation of the pure blood 
which flushed and warmed you when you said, " I do it for 
my husband, for my children ;'' you, with your anxieties 
and cares, seeming only subordinate and prosaic ! But the 
holy ideal descended through you, as heaven's fire through 
d.ouds, upon the earth. The mystic Guyon, who in a 
hospital took on himself and fulfilled the duties of a 
loathing maid servant, has a higher throne among glorified 
souls than the general who, with the arms of others, yea, 
and with his own, makes wounds which he does not heal. 
All strength lies within, not without ; and whether a poet 
on his printed sheet, or a conqueror on his missives and 
treaty-papers divide and tmite countries, the difference is 
only externally so great as that between all and nothing : 
I mean to the vulgar. 

§93. 

Women are by nature intended for people of business : 
they are called to it by the equal balance of their powers 
juid their keen sense of observation. Children require an 
ever-open eye, but not an ever-open mouth : claude o«, apen 
coido9. But what circle of talking, which always eticloses 
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only small and trifling relations, cotild so well exercise 
that ever-present glance as the circle of domestic affairs ? 
Boys destined for certain occupations, to be artists, 
professors, or mathematicians, may dispense with a 
capacity for business, but never a girl who will marry, — 
especially one of the above-mentioned boys. Above, all 
things must that wandering or absence of mind be strictly 
combated which is no fault of nature, but solely of the 
individual, and is never the determining condition of any 
superior power. Every dissipation of mind is partial 
weakness. For instance, were the poet or philosopher 
who wanders about so absently in the outer world, which 
is foreign to his sphere of action, to work with equal want 
of reflection in his inner world, which alone he has to 
observe and govern, he would certainly be either mad or 
useless. The same thing is true in the opposite case ; if a 
woman, indifferent to the outer practical world in which 
her business lies, neglects it for the sake of the inner. If, 
now, a girl is intended to grow up with a clear eye for 
every thing round her,— if she is not to waste her many 
eyes in company, as Argus did his, by misplacing them as 
painted eyes in a peacock's tail ; or if she is not, like 
that sea fish, the turbot, to have two eyes on the right side, 
but, in compensation, to be blind on the left, — let her 
be many-sidedly exercised in household affairs ; and the 
parents must not be disturbed if some admirer of an ethereal 
bride should find fault with her, as Plato did with Eudoxus, 
for having profaned pure mathematics by applying them 
to mechanics ; for to-day or to-morrow the wedding comes, 
and the husband, the honey-moon being past, kisses the 
mother's hand for all that the daughter does beyond his 
expectations. 

§94. 

Let every thing be taught a girl which forms and 
exercises the habit of attention, and the power of judging 
things by the eye. Consequently botany, — this inexhaust- 
ible, tranquil, ever-interesting science attaching the mind 
to nature with bonds of flowers. Then astronomy, not 
the properly mathematical, but th3 Lichtenbergian and 
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religious, which with the expansion of the universe 
expands the mind ; along with which it does no harm if a 
girl experiences why a longest night is advantageous to 
sleep, a full moon to love. I should also even recommend 
mathematics ; but here, unfortunately, women who have a 
Fontenelle for astronomy have not one for mathematics ; 
for, with regard to girls, I only mean those simplest 
principles of pure and mixed mathematics which boys can 
understand. And geometry itself, as a second eye, or 
dioptric line, which brings as distinct separations into the 
world of matter as Kant has done by his categories into 
the world of mind, may also be commenced early ; for 
geometrical observations, unlike philosophical, strain the 
mind to the injury of the body as little as the external 
sense of sight. Sculptors and painters study mathematics 
as the skeleton of visible beauty without injury to their 
sense of beauty : I know a little girl of two years and a 
half old who recognised, in the full foliage of nature, the 
dry paper skeleton of the mathematical figures which she 
had learned to draw in play. In the same way these little 
beings have early developed powers of calculation, 
especially for the important part of mental arithmetic. 
Why are they not also taught a multiplication table for 
the reduction of the various kinds of money and yard 
measurements ? 

Philosophy is something quite different, indeed dia- 
metrically opposite. Why should these lovers of wisdom 
and of wise men learn it ? A lottery ticket with a great 
premium has been occasionally drawn from among this sex 
— a true bom poetess ; but a philosopheress would have 
broken up the lottery. A woman of genius — Madame 
Chatelet — may understand Newton in English, and render 
him into French; but none could do that in German 
for Kant or Schelling. The most spiritual-minded and 
intellectual women have a way of their own, a certainty 
of understanding the most profound philosophers, which 
even their very scholars despairingly aim at — namely, they 
find every thing easy, especially their own thoughts, that 
is feelings. In the ever-changing atmosphere of their 
fancy they meet with every most finely-drawn skeleton of 
the philosophers ; just like many poetical followers of the 
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new schools of philosophy who, instead of a dearly defined 
circle, give ns a fantastic wreath of vapour. 

Geography, as a mere registry of places, is utterly 
worthless for mental development, and of little use to 
women in their vocations ; on the contrary, that is indis- 
pensable which, teaching the enduring Hving history of 
the earth — ^in opposition to that which is transitory and 
dead — is at once the history of humanity, which divides 
itself into nations as well as into contemporaneous historic 
periods, and also that of the globe itself, which converts 
the twelve months into twelve contemporaneous spaces. 
The mind of a girl attached to her chair and her birth- 
place, like an enchanted princess in a castle, must be 
delivered and led forth to clearer prospects by the de- 
scriptions of travellers. I wish some one would give us 
a comprehensive selection of the best travels and voyages 
round the world, shortened and adapted for the nse of 
girls; if the editor were well furnished with Herder's 
patience and insight into the most dissimilar nations, I 
Know of no more valuable present to the sex. With regard 
to descriptions of places, every station requires a different 
one, a merchant's daughter one very unlike that provided 
for a princess. 

Almost all this equally applies to petrified history, 
which only conducts from one past age into another. For 
a girl it can scarcely be too barren in dates and. names. 
How many emperors in the whole history of German 
emperors are for a girl ? On the other hand, it cannot be 
sufficiently rich in great men and great events, which 
elevate the soul above the petty histories of towns and 
suburbs. 

Music, vocal and instrumental, is natural to the female 
mind and is the Orphean lute which leads her tminjured 
pa^t many siren sounds, and accompanies her with its 
echo of youth far into the autumn of wedded life. Drawing, 
on the contrary, if carried beyond the first principles, 
whieh educate the eye and taste in dress more perfectly, 
steals too much time from the husband and children ; 
therefore it is usually a lost art. 

One foreign language is necessary, and at the same 
time quite enough, for the scientific explanation of her 

I. a 
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own. Unfortunately French pushes itself most promi- 
nently forward, because a woman really must learn it to 
comply with the necessities consequent on the billeting 
of French soldiers. I would wish — why should one not 
wish, that is, do every day of the year what one does on 
the iSrst? — that a selection of English, Italian, Latin 
words were placed before every girl as an exercise in 
reading, so that she might understand when she heard 
them. 

The talking and writing world has sent into circulation 
80 large a foreign treasury of scientific words that girls, 
who do not, like boys, loam the words along with the 
sciences, should have weekly lessons in them out of a 
scientific dictionary, or translate into comprehensible 
phrases tales in which such anti-Campean words are pur- 
posely employed. I wish that for this end an octavo 
volume full of foreign words, with an explanatory ency- 
clopaBdia to them, were published. The best women read 
dreaming (the rest truly sleeping) ; they pass gliding as 
easily over the mountains of a metaphysical book as 
sailors do over the mountainous waves of the ocean. 
None of them ever thinks of asking the dictionary, 
nay, not even her husband, what any word means ; but 
this vow of silence which regards asking questions as a 
forbidden game, this contentment with dark thoughts, 
which possibly learns in the twentieth book the meaning 
of a scientific term used in the second, ought to be pre- 
vented. Else they will read books as they listen to men. 

There is one charm which all girls might possess, and 
which frequently not one in a provincial town does 
possess ; which equally enchants him who has, and him 
who has it not; which adorns the features and every 
word, and which remains imperishable (nothing can exist 
longer) while a woman speaks; — I mean the pronunciation 
itself, the pure German indicating no birthplace. I 
entreat you, mothers, to take lessons in pure German 
enunciation and to rehearse them constantly with your 
daughters. I assure you — to plac^ the matter on a firmer 
foundation — that a vulgar pronunciation always rather 
reminds one of a vulgar condition, because, in general, the 
higher the rank the better is the pronimoiation, though 
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not always the language. The higher ranks, contrary to 
Adelung's change of words, are not the best musical 
artists of language (composers), but they are the best 
deliverers of it (virtuosi). 

Girls, unlike authoresses, oannot write too much. It is 
as though on paper, this final metamorphosis of their dear 
flax, they themselves experienced one, and, in the back- 
ward viewing of the rough and smooth external world, 
won space and rest for their own inner world ; so often in 
letters and diaries do we find women, the most ordinary 
in conversation, reveal an unexpected spiritual heaven. 
But the theme on which and for which they write must 
not be one drawn from a learned caprice, but from the 
observation of life — for their sensations and thoughts 
depend upon climate far more than those of boys; of 
course I speak of real letters and their own diaries, not 
mere exercises. From this cause — that an appointed goal 
marked and restrained their course — the author has re- 
ceived so many eloquent, profound and brilliant letters 
from feminine, nay, masculine, minds, that he has often 
exclaimed in vexation, " If only five authoresses wrote as 
well as twenty lady-letter-writers, or twenty authors as 
well as forty correspondents, literature would be of some 
value!" 

§ 95. 

The greatest part of the above will help to form female 
power in connection with female mind, activity along 
with gentleness : not only in marriage, but in the woman 
herself, ought there to be a reflection of that heavenly 
w)diac in which the Lion shines beside the Virgin. 
Intellect acts democratically on the mind ; feeling, mon- 
archicaUy. Any circumstance, even dressing for a ball, 
seizes on a woman, like the Bomans on the Sabines, and 
tears her from her inner world. One who before the 
toilet for the ball can think of any thing better loses many 
more inches of mental elevation. The present governs 
none more powerfully with one single idea than minds 
Tdiich step dazzled out of their little dream-cdl into the 
dear dayl^ht. 

• 2 




260 JEAN PAUL FRIEDRICH RICHTER. [fRAG. !▼• 

On tliis is groiindecl the well known experience that 
they are never ready till it is too late, and have always 
forgotten something. Bnt how easy were it to send a 
daughter every week into the struggling school of im- 
provement I Let the father say, " Dear Nanny, Fanny, or 
Annie, if you are ready dressed in one hour you shall 
dance to-day." In a similar way he might cure them of 
forgetfulness and want of punctuality by pleasure parties, 
as stipulated rewards for immediate cessation from their 
occupations and quick packing up of all necessaries. 

§ 96. 

There is just as much to be said against the vanity oi 
women as against the pride of men ; that is, just as little. 
Charms, which like flowers lie on the surface and always 
glitter, easily produce vanity ; hence women, wits, players, 
soldiers are vain^ ^wing to tiieir presence, figure and diess. 
On the contrarj , other excellences, which lie deep down 
Jike gold and are only discovered with difficulty, strength, 
profoundness of intellect, morality, leave their possessors 
modest and proud. Nelson could become just as vain by 
decorations and the loss of his eye and arm, as proud by 
his cool bravery. No man can with sufficient liveliness 
place himself in the position of a beautiful woman who 
carrying her nose, her eyes, her figure, her complexion, as 
sparkling jewels through the streets, blinds one eye after 
another with her dazzling brilliance, and risks no capital, 
in exchange for her profits. Contrariwise the very clever 
and learned rector creeps behind her, like a man chained 
and imprisoned, covering his inner pearls with two thick 
(shells : and no one knows what he knows, but the man 
himself must admire and dazzle himself only. 

The desire to please with some good quality which rules 
only in the visible or external kingdom is so innocent and 
right that the opposite, to be indiflferent, or disagreeable, to 
the eye or ear, would even be wrong. Why should a 
painter dress to please the eye, and not his wife ? — I grant 
you there is a poisonous vanity and love of approbation ; 
that, namely, which lowers the inner kingdom to an 
outer one, spreads out sentiments as snaring netd for tha 
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Se and ear, and degradingly bnys and sells itself with 
at which has real iiSierent valne. Let a girl try to please 
with her appearance and her dress, but never with holy 
sentiments ; a so-called fair devotee, who knew that she 
was so and therefore knelt, would worship nothing save 
herself, the devil and her admirer. Every mother, and 
every friend of the family, shonld keep a carefnl watch 
over tneir own wish to praise — often as dangerous as that 
to blame — which so easily names and praises an unconscious 
grace in the expreasions of the heart, in the mien, or in the 
sentiments, and thereby converts it for ever into a con- 
scious one ; that is to say, kills it. The counting of his 
subjects lost them to David. The gold presented by demon 
hands vanishes when spoken of. While man finds a 
cothurnus on which to raise and showhimself to the world 
in the judge's seat, literary rank, the professor's chair or 
the car of victory, woman has nothing save her outward 
appearance whereon to raise and display her inner nature ; 
why pull from under her this lowly foot-stool of Venus ? 
And as man stands in some college or corporate body, as 
in an assurance office for the maintenance of his honour, 
but woman only asserts the lonely worth of her own 
individuality, she must attach herself to it all the more 
strongly. Perhaps this is a second reason why women 
cannot endure modified praise ; for the first is surely this, 
that from want of self-division, and owing to their constant 
subjection to the present, which always presents the bitter 
more powerfully than the sweet, they are more sensitive 
to the limits set to the praise than to the praise itself. 

We will now pass to the clothes-devil, as the old theo- 
logians formerly called the toilet. 

What else does a woman's dressing-room signify than 
the attiring-room of a theatre? And why, then, are 
there so many sermons against it ? 

The preachers do not sufficiently bear in mind the fol- 
lowing considerations : to a woman her dress is the third 
organ of the soul (the body is the second, and the brain 
the first), and every upper garment is one organ more. 
Why? Because the body, her true wedding-gift, is more 
completely one with her destination than ours is with 
ours: while ours is rather a pilgrim's or miner's dress 
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with its protecting apron, hers is a coronation robe, m 
court snit. It is the holy relic of an invisible saint which 
cannot be sufficiently worshipped and adorned; and the 
touch of this holy body works all kinds of miracles. To 
cut oflf a man's hand was in early ages scarcely less 
dangerous than to touch a woman's, on which pressure the 
Salic law lays a fine of fifteen gold pieces ; a violent kiss 
formed the ground for a criminal indictment; and in 
Hamburg there is still a fine of twopence on every kiss 
imprinted in a work-shop. Hence dress and ornament 
must be as important to women as varnish to paintings ; 
they must regard them as a multiplication of their surfaces 
or facets. Hence for the most part women visit a lying- 
in-state to see how people look under the ground among 
the dead. Perhaps the love of dress may be among the 
causes of our having had great female painters, but no 
great female musicians ; for a great space in women's pio- 
tures is filled with dress, but in music they think they 
cannot be sufficiently seen unless they sing. Hence, also, 
light falls on the female art of putting on a shawl of a 
Hamilton. Even in old age and on the sick bed, of both 
which a man takes advantage to make himself comfortable 
in night-cap and dressing-gown, they still put on an orna- 
mental costume, not to please men but to please themselves : 
in the most secret coffin of the most lonely Carthusian 
convent of La Trappe they will not be behind the exhumed 
corpses of Pompeii, which advantageously display them- 
selves to posterity in ornaments and ear-rings. If there 
were a Miss Eobinson Crusoe on a desolate island, with no 
one to please but her own reflection in the water, she 
would yet every day make and wear the newest fashions. 
How little they make themselves into artificial work and 
three-cased watches for the sake of men may be seen in 
the fact that they never dress more carefully than for 
ladies' parties, where every one studies and vexes the 
rest. 

Unembarrassed by witnesses, each one places herself 
before her ideal world — the mirror-^and dresses the bridal 
pair. Formerly, in France, every woman carried a glass 
on her person, apparently to be more agreeable to her 
friends, and to indemnify them by their own pictures for 
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the bearer of them. In Germany, in olden time, a mirror 
was bound up with the hymn-books — why is it not so no w ? 
Pity that snch loss of the divine image should be caused 
by the want of a looking-glass I 

On this same ground of natural destination not even the 
cleverest can pardon the censure of her personal appear- 
ance ; she even values its praise more highly than that of 
her mind. From the time of Louis the Fourteenth the 
French kings have sworn never to forgive two things, 
both perpetrable only between man and man, the duel and 
something worse. Women will willingly forgive all save 
one thing ; not, indeed, the denying of their charms, but 
the loud proclamation of some deformity or want of personal 
attraction. And every man's tongue which could declare 
such a thing is immorally cruel. Woman, more subject 
to the sensuous present, to appearance and opinion than 
we are, must painfully feel her afiOLnned unsightliness to 
have, as her beauty has, a wide extending influence. I 
should even consider this very speaking of it cruel did I not 
know from my own experience, as well as from that of 
others, that a woman's lovely heart as completely effaces 
all external blots as an unlovely one does all personal 
charms ; and that a fair soul has at most only the first 
moment, but a foul one the whole future, to dread. 
Woman's body is the pearl oyster; whether this be 
brilliant and many-coloured, or rough and dark from the 
place of its birth, yet the pure white pearl within alone 
gives it value. I mean by this thy heart, thou good 
maiden, thou who expectest not to be appreciated, but 
only to be misunderstood ! 

From the destination of women may possibly be derived 
the greater coldness and severity with which women of 
rank treat their female domestics ; they cannot conceal, 
from themselves many resemblances and many possi- 
bilities of exchanged circumstances ; in which husbands, 
to whom more is attributed in the proposition of in- 
cjifference than in that of contradiction, readily confirm 
them. Women, especially beauties, regard very little the 
difference of mental cultivation ; men that only in regard 
to their servants ; and Pompey, assured of his victory, did 
Qot inquire whether his cook looked as : e did. 
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Woman's love of dress has, along with cleaiiiness which 
dwells on the very borders between physical nature and 
morality, a next-door neighbonr in purity of heart. Why 
are all girls who go out to meet princes with addresses 
and flowers dressed in white? The chief colour of the 
mentally and physically pure English women is white. 
fless found white linen most used in free countries ; and I 
find states all the more modest the freer they are. I will 
become no surety for the inner purity of a woman who, as 
a counterpart to the Dominicans who wear white in the 
cloister but black when abroad, only puts on the colour of 
purity when walking in the streets. 

I might speak of the wardrobe — the female library ; for 
our white cloth consists of black on white. I might also 
ask whether girls do not love clothes more on this account; 
because they make many of them, and consequently enjoy 
all the more heartily a garment they have made in their 
own little summer-house. But the more immediate 
question is, how the water-shoots of a flowering branch 
engrafted by nature are to be repressed or cut off? 

Animate the heart, and it no longer thirsts for common 
air, but for ether. No one is less vain than a bride. 
Mark out for your daughter any long course to some 
important business and she will look the seldomer about 
her. A true work takes possession of the author as 
well as afterwards of the reader — ^neither thinks any more 
about himself. In a sea-fight no Nelson is vain; in a 
land-fight, no Alcibiades ; in a council of state, no Kaunitz. 

Let a daughter learn and exemplify the artistic charm 
of dress on other persons. 

Treat her as an artistio mannikin and lay the value on 
the product itself; she may then regard herself as an 
actress who does not become a queen by means of her 
dress. Costly clothes make much vainer than pretty 
ones. 

Do not permit nurses, ladies' maids and such-like locusts, 
to praise and deify the dressed-up girl : yes, even keep a 
sharp eye on her play-fellows, especially those of lower 
rank ; because they readily lose their astonishment at the 
fine dress in admiration of the wearer. 

Ascribe to cleanliness, symmetry, propriety of dress, and 
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all the 8B8thetio requisites of beauty, their brilliant and 
true worth ; so a daughter, like a poet, forgets herself in 
her art and in her ideal, and her own beauty in what ia 
beautiful. She will be a painter who paints herself-^ 
whom not the original, but the copy, charms. Finally, 
if the mothers are not their own incessant purveyors of 
fashionable dress, nor a fruitless tulip-bed of modish 
oolours, much, if not all, is done for the daughters. 



8 97, 

1 could write a whole paragraph merely in favour of 
cheerfulness and merriment in girls, and dedicate it to 
mothers who so frequently forbid them. But seriously to 
assure girls they may laugh on suitable occasions would 
look very much like presenting them an opportunity of 
doing so. Mothers have much a habit of grumbling, even 
though they may smile inwardly ; the daughters, on the 
contrary, generally only laugh visibly. The former have 
passed out of the triumphant church of virgins into the 
church militant of matrons ; their growing duties have 
increased their seriousness; the bridegroom is changed 
from a honey-bird, who invited them to the sweets of the 
honey-moon, into a resolute honey-hunting bear, who will 
himself have the honey. 

Then all the more, mothers I grant these dear lights 
hearted beings their sports around the flowers ; their 
minute's play before long years of serious duties. Why 
may not comedy precede tragedy, with them, as with the 
Eomans ? If the boy may be a zephyr, why may not the 
girl be a zephyrette ? Is there in the whole range of life 
any thing so beautiful, so poetical, as the laughing and 
joking of a maiden who, still in the full harmony of all 
her powers, plays with every thing in luxurious freedom, 
and neither mocks nor hates when she jests ? For girls, 
the antipodes of fish, which, as is well known, are not 
only deaf but also possess no diaphragm, have and impart 
the true sportiveness of poetry, so difficult for authors to 
imitate, so unlike satire and the humour of men. Their 
seriousness is rarely so innocent as their fun; and still 
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lees innocent is that enpercilioiis discontent which con- 
verts the virginal Psyche into a heavy, stupid, humming, 
wing-drooping moth ; a death's head, for instance. The 
melancholy night-flyer may possibly please the lover ; but 
the husband requires his day Psyche, for marriage demands 
cheerfulness. In a certain Libyan people* the young man 
married that girl among his guests who laughed at his 
jokes ; perhaps my meaning is contained in that custom. 

Laughing cheerfulness throws sunlight on all the paths 
of life. Peevishness covers with its dark fog even the 
most distant horizon. Sorrow causes more absence of 
mind and confusion than so-called levity. If a woman 
can perform this comedy impromptu in married life, and 
occasionally enliven the serious epic of the husband, or 
hero, by her amusing heroic ballads, or get up, as the 
Bomans did, a merry farce against misfortunes, she will 
have bribed and won joy, and her husband, and her 
diildren. 

Never fear that feminine merriment precludes depth of 
soul and feeling. Does it do so in men ? And did not the 
lawgiver Lycurgus, and his Spartans everywhere, build 
an altar in his house to Laughter ? It is precisely under 
ecttemal cheerfulness that the quiet powers of the heart 
increase and grow to their full stature. How heavenly 
must it be, then, when, for the first time, the smiling face 
weeps for love, and the irrepressible tears mirror the whole 
gentle heart I 

Wherefore, ye mothers, do not merely suffer but assist 
your daughters to become externally French girls, in- 
ternally German, and to convert life into a comic poem 
which surrounds its deep meaning with merry forms. I 
know few books to recommend for this purpose — we men 
always think of these first when advice is to be given — 
besides the letters of the incomparable Sevign^. But wit, 
mere wit, is — in opposition to 8esthetios — the comedy and 
humour of women; an epigram is to them a humorous 
chapter, a Haug or a Martial, a Sterne or an Aristophanes. 
They will laugh themselves ill, or rather well, about the 
curious marriage of the great and little ; which only seems 
no mis-alliance to man surveying the long connected chain 

* Alex, ab Alex lib. I. o. 24. 
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of being. But laugh away I and may your mothers read 
you many epigrams I I wish much there were a suitable 
selection of these for girls, and a few comic works written 
expressly for them, which would certainly sound very 
French I Then let the dear merry children laugh to their 
hearts' content among one another, and especially at any 
grave pompous man who comes among them, even were he 
the author of this ninety-seventh paragraph. 



§98. 

Inquiries might still be made concerning the education 
of women of genius, and one of a peculiar nature required 
for them. But I will only insist the more strongly on the 
necessity of an ordinary one for them, which may act as 
the balance and counterpoise of their fancy. Genius — 
which with wonderful works as with holy festivals breaks 
into the common course of the week — cannot be learned, 
can be very little taught, and not at all overcome ; and 
will boldly raise its brow above time and sex and every 
difficulty. Talent, not genius, can be repressed, that is, 
annihilated ; just as a compound can be destroyed, that is 
decomposed, but not a simple power. And truly, were the 
repression of genius by circumstances possible, we should 
never once have experienced its existence. For then 
genius, always appearing only as the one intercalary day 
of many years, as one single day contradicting and voting 
against a majority of 1460 days, must have fallen a prey 
to the opposing tendencies of its age — that is to tendencies 
which, enslaving men from the earliest times, would bind 
them down to the latest — as a horse to the multitudinous 
stings of bees. Nevertheless, genius has existed, for we 
have the word. They whom it inspired made, like other 
generals and monarchs of this world, separate treaties of 
peace with their neighbours, and only after death a general 
one with the whole world. 

But if a man of genius must also be a man and a citizen, 
and, if possible, a father too, a woman must not suppose 
herself elevated by her genius above her appointed day- 
labour in life. If a Jean Jacques write upon education, au 
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intelligent Johanna Jacqnelina need not be ashamed of the 
occupation of intelligent men ; on the contrary, the rare 
excess of female talent should rather be an additional call 
to education than a passport for neglecting it. 

But, if women are ever ashamed of acting up to the ideas 
on which they pride themselves, their destiny avenges 
itself upon them justly and severely. 

First, justly. For woman is appointed to be the Vesta, or 
Vestal priestess, of home — not the sea nymph of the ocean. 
The fuller she is of an ideal perfection the more must she 
endeavour to express it in reality ; as the ideal of all ideals 
—God — ^has manifested Himself in the world ; she should 
educate a daughter as He educates the whole human race. 
If a poet can express his ideal as well in the narrow 
limits of the Dutch school as in the far horizon of the 
Italian, wherefore should she not be able to express hers 
in the kitchen, stor^-room and nursery ? 

And, secondly, the punishment of the neglected re- 
lations of life is severe, A woman can never forget to 
love, though she be a poet or a ruler. Then, instead of 
children, women of genius seek the society of men. By 
these they expect to be loved as women, though they 
themselves only love as men. So they, like flying-fish 
between the two elements, hover between manhood and 
womanhood, injured by both, and persecuted in both 
kingdoms. They then become the more unhappy the 
wider their intellectual circle extends; a poetess, for 
instance, becomes more so than a painter. 

But, if they unite their woman's destiny with genius, a 
mighty and rare blessedness fills their hearts ; the clouds 
which pour their floods in the valleys, gently dissolve on 
their heights as on mountain tops. 

What is most to be desired for such heads is a crown, a 
prince's or a ducal coronet ; and this brings us to the next 
chapter. 



CHAP. T,] LEYANA« 269 



CHAPTER V. 

PBIVATE IKSTBUCTIONS OF A PRINCE TO THE OOVERNSSB OF HIS 

DAUGHTER. 

§ 99. 

Permit me to embody in a dream the few thoughts 1 
have to offer on the education of princesses. The dream 
of which I speak elevated me at once above all middle 
grades into the rank of princes; an elevation you will 
please to ascribe less to secret veneration than to excessive 
newspaper reading. It seemed to me, then, that I was 
called Prince Justinian, and my consort Theodosia, the 
mother of the Princess Theoda, and our governess 
Pomponne, apparently some French surname. The private 
instructions which I imparted, my princely hat upon my 
head, to Madame de Pomponne, may sound sufficiently 
dreamy in somewhat of the following form : — 

My dear Pomponne, I like going at once openly to 
work. What my consort arranged with you yesterday 
about Theoda's education I ratify with pleasure, because 
she wishes it : but as soon as you have read my wishes 
on this subject I confidently expect some private altera- 
tions in the list of rules which has been laid before 
you. For truly I give out my laws as readily as another, 
though I also intentionally receive some; one cannot 
always have the crown close at; hand in one's pocket, as 
the German emperors formerly carried their imperial in-r 
signia along with them in every journey : but let people 
beware of resembling my royal cousins, who — albeit tiie an* 
cient Persian kings dared refuse nothing to their queens on. 
their birthday —scarcely ever close their birthday-festivals- 

I confess that shortly after my nuptials I hoped my 
wife, like those in humbler stations, might possibly take 
upon herself the education of a future princess, and that 
you would merely have borne the title of governess. In 
fact when I, who best know what a longest day and a 
longest night combined in one four-and-twenty hours 
ttignify, take into consideration the tedium of a court, I 
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shotdd think that a princess, who must feel it even more 
severely than a prince, would for that very reason gladly 
expend her time and her whims on the education of a 
daughter. Since one becomes so weary of courtiers, who, 
like people in boots and stirrups, always think they stand on 
the palace floor most securely with bended knees, that ono 
actually longs for dogs and parrots and monkeys ; because 
they, indifferent to rank, are always free, new and inter- 
esting ; surely my child, who in a court belongs to the 
small number of my equals, and therefore ventures freely 
to say what she thinks, must be even more interesting 
And should not an excellent royal mother, who can devote 
whole years to a painting or a piece of embroidery, more 
gladly sit to herself and paint herself in the living copy 
oi her daughter ? And why do the simple priests at the 
altar only pray that princesses may become happy mothers, 
and not that they should continue such by educating their 
diildren? 

But these are only questions. There are many difficidties 
which my beloved Theodosia could not so easily overcome 
M my paternal imagination fancied. For the rest she is 
flo loving and tender a mother, as you will yourself 
experience, that she seldom or never permits a week to 
pass without once sending to call Theoda. 

Nevertheless, dear Pomponne, much, indeed most, 
depends upon your love and attention to the child. 1 
yesterday heard and subscribed the long chapter on 
external propriety, royal female dignity and reserve ; so 
let that be ; and I will myself, at the right time, procure 
the princess a daneing-master from Paris who shall 
instruct her in the art of raising or letting faU her train. 
But, my good lady, I hope you will not carry too far that 
self-oonfining fence round every step, that consideration of 
eveiy verbal expression, that squeezing mould, and that 
crooked or straight bending of the body. Oh ! my good 
Theoda ! must it be so ? Court is indeed a 'pays coutumier^ 
Biid only the country a pays du droit civil, which the regal 
palace least of all is. Many attitudes and impetuosities 
which, in my officers, I should regard as improprieties and 
Q^Sences against my majesty, are in me, the master, treated 
(perhaps from flattery) as original traits, as piquant and 
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amiable peculiarities; and the earnest wish is expressed that 
they may be frequently repeated. Acting on this method 
of interpretation, I pray you to permit the princess always 
to run a little. After my marriage I became acquainted 
with one of the fairest and most amiable princesses — 
excepting, of course, your mistress — who had the charming 
ill-manners— any thing else in her were not to be supposed 
— of never moving in a concert-room, or other assembly, 
save at a running pace with full sails. And what said 
the court, and foreign princes, myself among the rest, to 
this ? We all praised her animation ! Now, had she been 
twelve years old, and her governess present, that celestial 
animation might have excited a fire of a very different 
description. 

Must, then, poor unhappy princesses be deprived of all 
soul, and converted into mere machines of propriety, and 
be placed in the court as in an ice-oven through which the 
little naphtha-flame cannot pa8s ? Must a princess be indeed 
so closely imprisoned that she may never venture to cross 
a bridge on foot, except the fancy park-bridge ? Are 
tears the best princess's washing water f It is at least 
fortunate that we princes have given our name to some- 
thing harder — prince's metal. Musi not the poor children, 
in later years, be bound down in formality with golden 
chains, pompously introduced into life's desert wher^ 
love is not, and banished under the polar sky of the throiie, 
which sends forth as much fog and frost as does the actual 
pole ? Even a ruling master lies oppressed under it, who 
oould be very different and thunder. By all means let 
every thing during public exhibitions and festivals be 
measured and cold ; but not so when she is alone with 
you. White gravel may lie glittering and smooth on the 
garden walks, but no one uses it in flower-beds. The Duke 
of Lauzun said, To make princesses love you treat them 
harshly and scold them unceasingly. You will certainly 
not confound this ducal method of securing love with that 
to be adopted by a teacher. You admire, as- 1 heard you 
say on Sunday, the Scandinavian mythology . tell mo, 
now, would you wish only to be Nossa * to my daughter 
and not also Gefione ? Health is the true Geflone ; and 

* The goddess Koisa gave maidens beauty ; Gtofione, protectioii. 
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may this goddess lecid Theoda by the left hand, as well bb 
Kossa by the right ! . 

Certainly a beautiful princess has more subjects than 
her prince, and certainly nowhere does female beauty 
display its bloom so perfectly as on the Alps of the throne ; 
but my offspring will not give to posterity a perfectly 
bloomed flower. The prince's hall in wluch, as in a 
fortress, the German future lays down its safety and its 
freedom must indeed be built by fair and tender, but also 
by strong hands. If every mother is a being of importance 
I should think a royal mother is one of the greatest im- 
portance. If I can only arrange it so Theoda shall ac- 
company me next July, and I shall have the pleasure of 
accompanying you. I will then effiBct much. It is stated 
in the Indian travels of the old Mandelsloh that only the 
kings among birds of paradise have feet; apparently we 
princes are only birds of paradise, and every common 
person is our king. But at that time my Queen Theoda 
shall go on foot; and, what is more, she shall ride on 
horseback, which no Eoman Dictator ventured to do. I 
really do not like to think how the health of royal persona 
must be undermined by things which they probably drink 
every day; had I an hereditary prince royal I should 
almost lose my senses with anxiety I 

I should wish you to allow my Theoda to read more 
English than French books, and more German than both. 
I know not what witty author* has shown the similarity 
of the courtly and worldly tone of mind to that of the 
French literature; at the same time, the thought is 
striking. In a French book we always live in the fashion- 
able world and at court ; in a German book occasionally 
in villages and in the market-place. I must also have the 
princess lose some of that awful ignorance about the people 
which makes her imagine them only a multitudinous re- 
petition of the fat servants who stand behind her chair to 
remove her plate and clear the table. She must not fancy 
that a beggar cannot be relieved with silver coin, because 
for convenience she only carries with her gold. This, 
however, is but a very small matter. In German books as 

, * This was I myself in the third Yolnme of the Esthetics ; bat in 
dreams the best known thiugs are forgotten. 
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a whole there predominates a healthy force of affec- 
tions, boldness of language, love of morality and religion, 
carefully balanced understanding, sound-common sense, 
unbiassed all-sidedness of view, hearty love of human 
happiness, and a pair of eyes which look towards heaven. 
Now, if this German strength and purity be ingrafted on 
a mind tenderly formed by sex and rank, it must necessarily 
bear the loveliest flowers and fruits. ^ 

A French library, on the contrary — ^if I do not judge 
unjustly, embittered by Gallic newspaper writers and by 
my old loyal tutors — ^is nothing better than a kind of 
anteroom or exchange. Theoda would only read in it 
what she every day hears ; — the same softness of speech 
with hardness of thought (just as mineralogists append te 
their newly discovered stenes the soft Greek termination 
ite, as Hyalite or Cyanite) ; — the same flattery of diame- 
trically opposed occurrences, because the man of the world 
resembles the Epicurean who denied that a proposition 
was either true or false; the same resemblance in other 
matters of the worldly man and the Frenchman te the 
Epicurean school which, unlike every school of philosophy, 
had no sects because the whole school agreed about wine 
and meats^ women and God — . 

No, no, let my Theoda read her Herder (she will 
hear Voltaire in plenty amongst her chamberlains) and 
Klopsteck and Goethe and Schiller. You, dear friend, 
of children and of French people, are a quite sufficient 
French library. Formerly in German courts — ^not merely 
in mine — your countrymen and their works were equally 
welcome and effective ; as if what the Eomans found in real 
life, that Gallic slaves made the best shepherds,* were also 
true figuratively, and that your nation could famish the 
best shepherds of the shepherds of the people — ^that is to 
say, tutors of princes — and also the best shepherds of the 
people — that is to say, princes. 

Only dp not forget Kousseau and F6n61on, nor Madame 
de Necker and her MSmoires. A book more delicate, re- 
fined, elegant, religious and, moreover, interesting is 
scarcely to be found for well educated women than this 

* Meinei^s History of the Decline of Morals in the Bomans, from 
Varro. 

L T 
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by Madame de Neeker, whose jewels possess as mnch 
medicinal virtue as colour and brilliancy. But her 
daughter, Madame de Stael, may postpone leaving her 
cards for my daughter until the girl is old enough to 
receive so intellectual a visit. 

German princesses now fill and unite almost all Euro- 
pean thrones; as — if I dare speak bo pedantically — 
Aurora's rosebuds do the mountain tops. Formerly, as 
Thomas remarks, heathen princes were converted to a 
better religion by their marriages with Christian princesses. 
This achievement cannot now be expected from any 
princess ; but it is well for her if she have been brought 
up in a pure religion. He who has no higher and firmer 
heaven above his head than the canopy of the throne, 
composed of wood and velvet, is very circumscribed, and 
has but a narrow prospect. And he who, on the blooming 
heights of humanity, attains no happiness is, if he possess 
not God in his heart, more helpless than the most lowly 
who, in lamenting over his own humble condition, seeks 
the hope of improvement. Religion only can reward and 
arm with energy, tranquiUity, Hfe and peace princesses 
who, like Narcissus, are too frequently sacrificed to an 
infernal deity. By what othe raid could women in former 
ages, when there was less refinement, endure and even 
forget to grieve at the rudeness and cruelty of men, than 
by that of religion, which transfigured many an hour of 
tears into one of prayer ? A woman, to whom so much 
perishes ere she herself dies, needs, more than a man does, 
something which may accompany her as a glorious star 
from youm to age. And what is the name of this star ? 
In the morning of life it is the star of love ; later, it is 
only called the evening star. 

Henry the Eighth of England forbad women to read 
the New Testament ; the age, sAas ! does so now. Happily 
for my wishes I know you and your sex. An unbelieving 
princess is almost as rare as a believing prince, and yon 
perhaps grant both. In earlier ages, it is true, we find 
Gustavus, Bernard, Ernest, and some others, anchored to 
religion as to a firm mountain.^ My position may possibly 

* E,g. to the mountain of Taohwa in Novgorod. Hube's Physio, 
vol. i. 
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lead me astray, but I confess that to every ideal I form of 
female beauty a throne is the footstool. My travels may 
form an excuse for this — ^but so it has always been with 
my ideals of woman's mental beauty, and I have ever seen 
it crowned. "With thorns?^" you ask. "Probably," I 
answer, " but also with gold." 

In short, I believe that a certain ideal delicacy and 
purity of the female soul can be developed nowhere so 
beautifally as in the highest position — on the throne — as 
the loveliest flowers bloom on mountains, and the sweetest 
honey comes from hilly countries; two resemblances 
which hold forth a promise jf the third. As female 
nature for her fairest flowers requires forms and customs, 
which may be compared to fine soil and elegant vases, 
whereas man's roots can press through and burst open 
the hardest earth and rocks ; so she finds what alone she 
needs at court, which is, confessedly, all form and custom, 
and that of the narrowest and most absolute description 
— I do not say this, self-laudatorily, of my own — for the 
mere fact of an education among the highest ranks, as well 
as the contemplation of the most refined politeness, — these 
forms and reflections of morality, — will be there not only 
as the reversed and dim coanteiT>art, but as the original 
bright-coloured rainbow. I might also adduce decency, 
honour, propriety (of the men as well as of the women), 
delicacy, forbearance, which are all required by courts ; 
and not merely, as is falsely supposed, in the public, but 
also in the private personal demeanour ; I mean in every 
word by which the courtier expresses, not himself, but 
something better — a moral seeming. 

Woman's virtue is the music of string instruments, 
idiich sounds best in a room; but man's that of wind 
instruments, which sounds best in the open air. As men 
always act most honourably in public — the act of 
oowaxdioe which might be committed in a closet or in 
a wood becomes impossible at the head of an army or a 
nation, and as we royal martyrs in our apartments too much 
resemble the Greek tragic actors whom the chorus never 
left for a moment alone on the stage, and, finally, as women, 
avoiding the observation of many eyes yet pay regard 
to them by the faiiest actions, my proposition is natu^. 

T 2 
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I can still add something. The princess, free from 
distracting labour in the rough service of life ; placed in 
the mild climate of physical repose, advantageous to the 
heart as well as to the beauty; brought up rather to 
observation than to action, at least unless she absolutely 
will, without compulsion, enter that black pit of statecraft 
at whose mouth prince and minister throw off the mantle 
of love, as they would give their servants a woollen cloak 
to hold ; — I really do not remember how or why I began, 
but I do know this; that the nobler class of women, even 
after a long black funereal train of misanthropical expe- 
riences, still keep alive their loving heart and genuine 
feeling ; whereas men in such cases, yes, even sometimes 
after one single grievous misfortune, bury their desolate 
lost heart in the perpetual hatred of their species. A 
woman could more easily close for ever her mouth than 
her heart. 

Why waste many words? I have seen excellent 
princesses. Without the advantages of the throne they 
would have lost much, and without its disadvantages, the 
rest. In fact, patience, a little suffering, and that of 
the mind — as when, for instance, years convert the 
wedding-ring into a chain — and other things of a similar 
nature form within the flower the fruit, and within that 
the seed of a heavenly life. 

To this head belongs the patience necessitated by the 
courtly tedium of our rank. The Sabbath was especially 
o^rdained by Moses as a rest day for slaves ; but it is pre- 
cisely this day of rest which at court is converted into 
a day of unrest. As often as my people envies me during 
these tumultuous festivals, I seem to myself to resemble 
tht Spartan helots who were flogged to death to the sweet 
sound of flutes. 

My dear Theodosia would gladly have her daughter as 
highly gifted as herself, and therefore strongly impressed 
upon you the desirability of cultivating her imagination. 
It is, perhaps, because I myself am of a dryer and harder 
nature, and prefer keeping myself warm with my wings 
to flying far up into the cold ether, that I lay so very 
much stress on my daughter's possessing sound common- 
sense. Indeed, if I could, I should like to undermine this 
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powerfulness of imagination. Fancy in a princess pro- 
duces a great many fancies in a prince ; hence arise storms 
in the royal atmosphere and all kinds of volcanic products, 
baming of the treLire closets, maledictions on the crowi^ 
jewels, and much else that I could name. If a fanciful 
woman could carry the whole verdure of the country, in its 
meadows and its woods, compressed and poetically sub- 
limed into one ring, on her finger, in the shape of the 
largest emerald — ^by Heavens! Pomponne, she would do 
it ! Therefore, I would most gladly exchange it for a 
sound understanding, if I had it not. I grant one can 
make but very little show with it, but then one can judgo 
all the more correctly. And this I certainly know, that 
many a princess, who, during her husband's reign, 
modestly snowed herself as nothing more than a sensible 
affectionate mother and wife, could, after his death, (I 
pray you call to mind the widow of my dear old friend in 
M — g — ^n,) replace the father by the mother of her country, 
and with her clear eye, and ear open to instruction, 
rightly guide the vessel of the state. Fancy and fancies 
on the throne, round which, as round other heights, more 
winds blow than behind the low hull of the ship, are only 
full spread sails in a storm, which the captain, or the 
understanding, ought to take in. 

I would wish Theoda to have as much cheerfulness as 
possible, but wit only in moderation. The latter, when 
united with good sense and a constant kindly heart, may 
perhaps guide, or, at all events, drive the prince consort, 
as the weak sorceress formerly ruled the devil ; but wit 
alone without heart, salt without meat, transforms a 
woman, like Lot's wife who became a pillar of salt from 
whom the old Lot parted and went on his way. 

But to return to the imagination. I should be glad. 
Madam, if you could discover, or excite in my daughter a 
talent for either music or drawing. Music, if only listened 
to and not scientifically cultivated, gives too much play tb 
the feelings and fancy ; the difficulties of the art draw forth 
the whole energies of the soul. Hence a certain minister, 
Hermes, in Berlin, * recommended girls to be taught 

* Now onnsistorial-councillor in Breslau. Piinoely and dream* 
lihe transmutation withal. 
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thorough bass. Drawing also is good, a Ithongh it has the 
disadvantage of giving too much preponderance to a 
woman's naturally keen eye for forms. One thing or the 
other ; a painting, for instance, at which a princess has 
laboured for about half a year, if it have not been produced 
with the help of the court artist, as private instructor and 
father of the piece, would to her, — a bee imprisoned in the 
variegated tulip-bed of the court, — smell sweetly as the 
flowers ; for thus she possesses something which she sees 
daily grow under her hands, in which consists the happi- 
ness of life. The old Saxon princess who, as I have read, 
embroidered the banks of the Ehine on a robe, was 
certainly as happy, yes, happier, while embroidering it, 
than in the robe itself. At the present day half her 
heaven would have been stolen from her, since, as I hear 
we no longer possess the left bank.* 

With regard to female vanity you need do — that is, say 
— nothing ; for every word in your apartment is useless if, 
in the evening at tea or in the concert room, Theoda heai 
the very opposite from grave men and women, who think 
to do honour at the same time to both rank and sex, and 
by this very confounding of both constantly intrude the 
latter on the poor child. As she grows older a very- 
marked admiration becomes the duty of every courtier, 
since, unfortunately, the stupid printed genealogical tables 
every year declare the age of a princess ; in London they 
act in a still more foolish fashion and actually shoot the 
number of years into people's ears by the ifischarge of 
cannon ; therefore, she need not — like the modem Eoman 
women, whose dislike of perfumes keeps them at a distance 
from the altar with its incense — retreat from the admiration 
naturally attendant on her rank and sex, but simply 
remain standing. 

And now I come to the most important point ; namely, 
—all of religion and human happiness which I have 
hitherto desired at your hand for Theoda must assist and 
be subservient to her princely destiny, and not by any 
means work against it. Consolation and fortitude I would 
wish her to draw thence, but no arms against her parents' 
will. This, between ourselves, is what I mean. Since 

♦ Written in 1805. 
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my last travels I do not feel by any means certain that, in 
eight or ten years, my Theoda, regarded as a cement of 
severed lands, or rivet of different crowns, may not be 
united to a prince whom, which Heaven forbid ! she may 
from her heart detest. To this fear royal parents must 
submit : in fact, I must regard the glory of my house ; and 
I have always considered diildren as royal pledges, whom 
I have only to place as far from me as possible in order to 
win an extension of territory. Wherefore, Madam, on this 
point my daughter must learn to give no other answer than 
yes. Would that bridegrooms were as easily selected by 
diplomacy as brides I Still some good may be made out of 
the worst case ; and on the rocks of the throne, against 
which others make shipwreck, we can only bleed. A 
woman, previously so undetermined and obedient to the 
whole compass of male zephyrs, becomes, imder the 
influence of .a fixed husband who determines her fate, a 
steady trade-wind. The most ugly often becomes, at the 
altar, or shortly afterwards, the most beautiful ; and a 
similar change often accompanies precisely opposite condi- 
tions. The priest's words, like lightning on the magnet, 
easily reverse the position of the positive and negative 
poles. 

But too much of this. I consider my little future son-in- 
law to be honourable, and no one yet knows what kind of a 
man may grow out of the merry boy. But even supposing 
that the priestly blessing were to the princess a priestly 
anathema, and that her honeymoon were passed in courtly 
mourning, yet I cannot help her, at all events before she 
gives her hand. 

It is true that in Loango a princess, and only a princess, 
can choose what husband she wiU ; and in Homer, Penelope 
had a hundred-and-eight wooers, without reckoning the 
absent husband ; but that is of no avail to our princesses, 
especially before marriage, for those are neither our times 
nor countries. Diplomatic marriages must be like English 
soldier marriages, provided not merely hands and hearts 
but whole countries are to be united. Should it really 
happen that a throne became a Gold Coast where a 
daughter was sold into a slave ship, then you can give her 
no fairer princess's dowiy and marriage gift than a mother's 
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heart ; this will oompensate her for all her sacrifioes : a 
child's love is more certain than a husband's. 

After such confidence I require from you no other answer 
than the future, which the governess of a princess holds 
more surely in her hand than does the tutor of a prince ; 
for the latter is relieved and removed, and his successors 
less resemble the popes, each of whom continued the 
building of St. Peter's, than princes who, for the most part, 
leave the buildings of their predecessors unfinished. You, 
on the contrary, may long lead Theoda by the hand ; 
perhaps even till you resign it into that of her husband. 
May you succeed well I 

Justinian. 

My dream came to an end along with my letter and I 
arose. But as I laid aside the crown along with my night- 
cap and became as usual a private person, a critic who 
should blame any thing in my instructions would prove 
nothing more than that he was ignorant of, or indifferent 
to, Kant's axiom, that a deposed sovereign can never be 
punished for faults committed by him on the throne. It is 
something quite different when I am awake, and then fall 
into errors. 
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FIFTH FEAGMENT. 



CHAPTER I. 

ON THB EDUCATION OF A PRINCE. 

100. 



Many readers, especially critical ones, will probably, 
without my aid, make the remark and the reproach, that 
in the former Chapters I have treated of the particular 
before the general — of the education of women before that 
of men, which extends into a wider sphere of moral, 
intellectual and aBsthetical development ; and that, again, 
in this Chapter the particular education of kings is placed 
before the general one of men. And, tndy, in the 
fragment about girls, readers will miss any systematic 
order, and only find a systematic want of order for women. 
Now, should any one forget to make these remarks and 
reproaches, they are here set down ready for him. 

Moreover, in treating of the education of a prince, the 
author must again avail himself of the^ kind reader's 
former permisson, to turn letter writer ; but in this instance 
he did not dream a letter in bed, but really sent the 
subjoined one by post. 

LETTER 

ON THE EDUCATION OF PRINCES, ADDRESSED TO MR. ADELHARD, 
prince's tutor AND PRIVY COUNCILLOR. 

Bairenth, Oct. 1, 1805. 

Your invitation, my dear friend, to visit you and the 
prince at his country residence could not have come more 
opportunely than just now when I am In the very act of 
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packing up and taking flight because the lava stream of 
war seems to take its course towards our country. And, 
what is still better, I am at present engaged on a Doctrine 
of Education in fragments, one of which, at least, must 
contain a few words about the education of royal children ; 
and I am very much mistaken if I shall not find with you 
that Magna Charta and electoral franchise which is the 
most important for a prince ; namely, that which the tutor 
lays down and prescribes for the little prince. In fact, I 
expect from you two patterns ; one of a teacher, and one 
of a pupil. 

If you will not regard it as a jest, dear Adelhard, I will 
now write a long letter, divining and predicting what you 
have begun and accompUshed with your pupil, merely 
that I may place the letter among my fragments as a 
pocket mirror for princes' tutors. It seems to me that 
when I prophesy my predictions at once become rules. 

For I have a kind of dislike absolutely to lay down 
rules. If one must place oneself in the soul of the pupil, 
in order thence to educate him, the task becomes in the 
highest degree difficult for any fellow-creature, especially 
for the tutor of a prince ; because the external conditions 
of royalty differ from ours not in degree but in kind. 
Kingly government is totally different from any othfer; 
tC6 only experience power over parts, not over the whole ; 
we see approaches to ourselves both from above and from 
below: the prince sees one; but the highest and the 
lowest servants of the state are to him equally distant from 
the throne, equally incapable of holding the sceptre. 
While common plants are contented with the common 
earth and air, the priiloe, like a plant of foreign growth, 
requires a peculiar soil, a southern aspect, and a hothouse. 

Therefore the choice of the royal gardener is all the 
more important. Fortunately the kingdom of education, 
at least, is an elective monarchy. Even the court — which 
formerly employed learned men as the fair Spaniards use 
glow-worms at night, only as glittering gems, but not as 
the Indians do fire-flies, as lights — regards the choice of a 
prince's tutor as a matter of sufficent importance to break 
it up into sects. Do you not remember the Schismatics 
and Separatists in the court of Flachsenfingen about thq 
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choice of the prince's tutor ? I once related them to yoa on the 
very best authority, in the presence of the principal gover- 
ness of the royal children. Yon, dear Adelhard, were only 
selected by the father and mother for their child, so that 
no one should be able to say which of the four human 
beings was the most fortunate. But in Flachsonfingen 
the queen-mother and her party declared in favour of the 
flat, dull-gold, court preacher ; — the king and his adherents 
concurred in desiring to secure my services; — the third 
party, that of the lord high chamberlain and his worn out 
favourite, the chief governess, all my declared enemies^ 
unanimously voted for that genteel, nice, young man whom 
we all pretty well know, that wretched powder without 
report which every one previously avoided. So very 
wisely does a court know how to unite the happiness of 
the country with the good fortune of its own relatives, by 
seeking the former through the latter I This is the reason 
why courtiers do not appear by any means so unselfish and 
honourable as they are. Just as the banker at a great 
gaming-table fastens to his hat the card (let us suppose 
it the ace of hearts) upon or against which he will not bet ; 
so the marshal by a golden star, and the governess by a 
golden heart, as symbols of light and love, showed which 
were the two cards on which they would never lose nor win 
anything. This is what many people call intriguing for 
the choice of the prince's tutor. 

Charles the Great, owing to his physical strength, was 
called an army : every prince, owing to his political power, 
may be regarded as a moral army ; and this army at first 
has no otlier generalissimo than lie tutor. He alone may 
freely instruct and touch the mind, which, in after years, 
will neither experience nor suffer contradiction. This 
task is more easy and varied than that of any future 
favourite ; for he has only wax, not marble, to shape. He 
may be bold enough to oppose and punish the passions 
of the little prince, which his subsequent attendants will 
only use and misdirect. Yes, he may carry his influence 
so far — which never minister or favourite yet did — as to 
gain such a victory as Fenelon, who transformed an ill- 
disposed duke of Burgundy into a pure noble-minded man, 
whose premature death probably opened the entrance into 
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the great cata<x)mb of the last century. The knowledge, the 
habits, the principles, the tastes, which he may give or leave 
to his pupil, work either for or against all future influences. 
He may, in a spiritual light, imitate the men who carried 
torches before the Eoman emperors even in the day time. 
In short, he may — if he possess the power within himself 
—combine in one office both the characters of that 
Dionysius who was a king in Sicily, a schoolmaster in 
Corinth. Let him at least strive to do so I For to the 
perfect formation of a political prince a man of moral 
power is necessary ; he may be called tutor to the prince, 
but he, in fact, as a spiritual father, first gives permission 
to wear the crown ; — as the pope, in his character of holy 
father, gave a similar permission lo the Jesuit, John the 
Third, to assume that of Portugal. 

Is there, then, my friend, for the whole human race, not 
merely for the royal parents, a higher moral and Intel- 
lectucd sphere of action than that of tutor to a prince ; 
who, perhaps, in the royal child holds in his power the 
future of half a century — a something which may either 
be the fructifying germ of an oak forest, or the powder 
train of a mine for his country ? If it be granted that the 
first circimistances of a man's education, as the deepest and 
richest, bear all the rest which time heaps on him, I cannot 
consider the wish too bold, but only natural, that, as there 
are normal schools for teachers, so there should be at least 
one of that kind for the tutors of princes. 

But I will now — so as to have something to put in my 
book — cast the nativity of the past and present, and predion 
what you have done and are now doing. 

I suppose,- from your residence in the country, that yon 
will as frequently as possible forbid the coxirt to your 
Friedanot {a fine-sounding and significant name!), and 
persuade his parents to see him, for the most part, without 
lookers on. If the cloud of flattery may be, to a prince, a 
falling mist, it is to a royal child a rising mist, which is 
followed by dark, bad weather. How else than by distance 
can you protect your Friedanot from the ladies of the court, 
who must press around him, allured by his three graces, of 
being a prince, a child, and a boy. Than this union there 
oan be nothing greater in a woman's eyes. As the emperor 
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of Morocco, so Agrell tells ns, is drawn by a team of twelve 
state-horses when he takes a drive ; so our little heir to 
the crown can command, when he will, twelve children's 
carriages, each with a dozen lady-drawers. And when at 
last n becomes twelve years old he will be absolutely 
worshipped beforehand, so as to secure his adoration 
afterwards. Character and childhood are both at onoe 
destroyed by early gallantries which incite to gallantries. 

The men of the world reserve their influence for this 
age. If any thing, like poison on the nerves, destructively 
opposes the earnestness of a royal tutor's labour&— or, 
indeed, of any teacher — it is the worldly views of worldly 
people, even when honourable and impartial. Like the 
founder of their order, Helvetius, these modem Helvetians, 
in whom no CsBsar finds an enemy, can be good natured, 
lovers of the arts, farmer-generals and every thing good, 
but not martyrs to their faith, nor keepers of their word. 
In other respects these Helvetians are good enough ; like 
their geographical namesakes they are lovers of cold, — 
herdsmen on the heights for which their home-sick hearts 
long ; " no gold, no Swiss " — united by confederacy — 
upright in deeds, if not in words — without much money ; 
mere door-keepers of palaces, — ^in short, men who wiUingly 
stand and suifer themselves to be ordered about as guards 
and hirelings in the court of a Louis the Fourteenth. But 
such, Adelhard, are not fit companions for an heir-apparent. 
If you have to conduct your pupil through two totally 
different worlds, out of the one into the other— out of that 
really great world in which only nobility of soul, character, 
great principles and comprehensive views are. valued — 
where only the despisers of pleasure and the passing hour, 
the men of eternity stand — ^where an Epaminondas, a 
Socrates, a Cato, stiU speak &om their tombs and deliver 
oracles as from an everlasting Delphic cavern — where 
earnestness of purpose and man and God bring all things 
into life ; out of this into that world of sham-greatness, in 
which aU that is great and departed is little esteemed, and 
what is trifling and present is alone held important — where 
every thing is custom, and nothing duty, not to mention 
kingly duty — where the whole country is looked upon as 
an estate, all offices as appendages of the crown ; wh^re 
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inspiration seems a passing love affair, or a mere artistic 
talent — if yon have to do this, mnst not all these glittering 
influences destroy that of the tutor ? Must not the child 
become a kind of double creature, a double stone, halt 
diamond and half common court crystal, which needs but 
the application of heat to sever the scholastic addition 
from the courtly mass, — just as other double stones are 
tried and burst asunder by heat. 

You are, then, right in regarding the easy attainment 
of a glitteringly-cut outside as a small recompense for 
the damage done by people of the world. Must be not, 
without your help, pass his whole life among decorators 
and manufacturers of cosmetics, as under curling machines 
for royal heads? And will easiness of demeanour ever 
become difficult to him who, from the freedom of an 
upright posture, has but to return bows ? Nevertheless it 
will do so ; every thing, crime excepted, becomes princes ; 
they, like great artists, are permitted many external pecu- 
liarities ; nay, are imitated in them : and what in lower 
stations is considered want of good manners, in the highest 
is held to denote their superabundance, or at all events, 
to be a veil of Moses drawn over the splendour of the 
orowDL, Stiff citizen-manners occupy only the middle 
place, the extremities approach one another so closely 
that in the highest ranks the freedom of the savage ia 
renewed. 

But you will reply to me in your next letter and com- 
plainingly say, I can take my Friedanot nowhere but a 
oonrt will follow him: where a prince stamps his foot 
a oourtly circle rises — as an army did at the approach of 
Pompey, — and the altars of incense smoke around him ; 
for truly the middle and lower ranks flatter their prince 
more injuriously, that is more grossly oad slavishly, than 
the nobility. It is probably on this account that many 
novel writers think they present us with the most beauti- 
fully sculptured heads of princes on their coin by merely 
permitting the little dauphin, prince of Calabria, prince 
of Brazil, protector of England, to be educated and kept 
in perfect ignorance of his future rank. In this case the 
dauphin apparently imitates the Mamelukes,^ by the laws 

* Bolingbioke'i Politiflal Lettefs ooneeming Europe. 
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of whose empire only lie may ascend the throne who was 
not bom upon it. The opponents of these few novel 
writers are merely the whole class of historians. For 
although Macchiavelli remarks that the best among the 
Koman emperors were those who had been adopted, yet — 
besides the exception of Augustus, who adopted himself to 
the government, and also besides that of many emperors 
chosen by the senate and the prastorian band — other his- 
tories are opposed to that of Bome; take, for instance, 
that of the East which never depicts viziers, beys, and 
sultans, brought up in slave ships and promoted to the 
ranks of pilot and captain, as better princes than others. 
Further ; have the popes made better rulers because they 
were not bom to be popes ? And when (as on the extremity 
of the opponent's chess-board a pawn may become a queen) 
a peasant, Massaniello, for instance, becomes a king — is 
hi« government, therefore, so very markedly different from 
that of those who had expected it for twenty years ? And, 
moreover, in the olden time was not every usurper and 
destroyer of freedom a man who, in his childhood, had 
possessed no prince's tutor, no court, no royal father ? 

On the contrary, a prince can never contemplate soon 
enough the Tabor of the throne, so that in after years he 
may be gloriously transfigured on it, and not hang as a 
doud on the mountain. It is the Sinai on which he, 
praying, shall receive the laws which, in their reflected 
ladghtness, he is to carry down to the desert. I could 
recommend no other refuge from anticipated courts for an 
heir-apparent than a foreign country, where the native 
prince would draw away all flatterers from the stranger. 
But the evils consequent on the necessary contemplation 
of his future high rank may be guarded against in many 
ways. A child's views of life must necessanly be confused 
if his master is at the same time his servant ; or, like a 
bad royal- tutor, a compound of tyrant and slave. There 
may be inequality, but let it be upwards. With us lower 
people every father is at times the fellow-labourer and 
fallow-teach^ of the schoolmaster ; should not the father 
of his country also occasionally be the father of his son 
and successor ? Antiquity holds out the example of princes 
who were the play-fellows of their children ; how muoh 
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more praise would they merit as their teachers I I can 
imagine no more honourable group than a royal father 
among is sons, earnestly instilling into them the high 
lav?^3 of the kingly office which he himself religiously 
observes. 

But if the affairs of government occupy too much of the 
father's time, or if this recreation would abstract him too 
much from business, the queenly mother is still there 
with the powerful influence of her heart and of her 
leisure. Baron, the actor, said that a tragedian should 
be nursed in the lap of queens. It seems to me that the 
dauphin, whom he represents and imitates, claims the 
first place there ; and such a mother will be more usefally 
employed teaching her son than her husband how to 
gevem. "Crowned mother, do for your son what the 
uncrowned mother of the Gracchi did for hers, so that he 
may be as noble as either of them, and more fortunate 
than both." So, my dear Adelhard, would I speak almost 
in public, in the hope of perhaps cheering some prinoese 
who has thus acted. 

It were also desirable if kings' children could associate 
with their equals in the school-room; — I mean if there 
were a school for princes, in a higher sense than that near 
Naumburg. We, linked together in a community of 
children, were all educated under the mutual influence of 
equals ; the heir to the throne sits in the room alone with 
his tutor. Princes only learn the art of war with an 
army of fellow-students; perhaps that is an additional 
rea^n why they understand and like it best. 

I am not without the expectation that you attempt to 
preserve Friedanot, although he is now more than eleven 
years old, from poison to a childlike mind by obliging 
him to pay deference to age and merit. As yet he is 
merely a subject, like his tutor and even his mother. 
This is a matter of great importance ; for the child who 
does not respect grown-up people as such, readily enters 
the path of contempt for his fellow-men, — a vice very pre- 
valent on the throne. If rank, especially a prospective 
one, outweigh the man to whom properly he ought to 
bow, in after years the masses of citizens will, in his 
princely eye, resemble those st>ags' heads in Fontainebleau 




CHAP, l] levana. 289 

tinder which was inscribed — " Such or such a Louis did 
me the honour of shooting me;" and the smaller select 
number will be like certain royal stag-hounds in the same 
country, which a courtier addressed as ** Vous, Monsieur 
Chien," though in former times the term " monsieur " was 
only applied to the saints, and afterwards was refused 
even to the five directors of Paris. Since in the eye of 
princes, as in that of the law, or still better in the union 
of both, individual peculiarities are lost in one living 
mass of souls, it is an easy change for a crowned despiser 
of humanity to regard those souls as the mere mechanism 
of peace and war, till one man only seems to exist — 
himself. 

Therefore, let a prince, as long as he is a child, always 
measure merit by inches; for inches are to him yet as 
though they were long years, and years as munificent 
gifts. It is certainly a trifle that you, as I venture tc 
guess, contrary to custom, do not permit the servants to 
help the prince first when old'^r guests are at table ; but 
the opposite method would not be a trifle. A Louis the 
Fifteenth (how great a love of children that monarch had 
in the days of his innocence !) may always give his play» 
fellows an order of blue and white ribbon,* and a medal 
with the picture of the pavilion in which they played ; 
but the child should not receive the ribbon of an order 
appropriate to mature years as a leading-string ; still less 
should he, as the monarch I have just named and his 
predecessor, Louis the Fourteenth, hold a lit de justice 
almost in his cradle, or, like other royal children, grasp 
the staff of a commander in the hands which yet feel tho 
rod. Why might not as well little ministers and presi- 
dents surround the throne of the royal child, and little 
ambassadors of the highest rank accompany him in his 
carriage? This degradation of the state and of human 
nature, works like a destructive poison on the excitable 
mind of the child. To this cause may be traced that 
premature, worn-out, shallow-cunning, cool expression on 
the faces of' so many royal children, — an expression com- 
pounded of the presumption of rank and youth, and the 
weakness of age, 

* Fragmens de Lettres oiig. de Mad. Elizabeth de Bayi^e, eta i. 253 
L U 
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Strange that, wliile writing this, your last letter but 
one, to which you referred in your last epistle, has just 
oome to hand. I now understand much. Your recent 
Friedanot's festival might really be celebrated as the 
alliance between my prophecies and your rules; or as 
the past^age from what has preceded to what is about to 
follow, from negative to positive education. 

To proceed, then ; only princes and women can be 
educated for a determinate future ; but all other men for 
one which is uncertain, for the empire of chance in their 
aims and ranks. Now this is the living spirit of your 
life, and of that entrusted to you. The education of a 
prince, like his position in the state, is the only one of the 
kind. As your pupil can never think too modestly of 
himself, so can he never think too proudly of his dignity ; 
the reverse of this produces misery everywhere. His 
ofiGice, a high office at the altar of the state, demands firom 
a fallible human form the powerful agency of a god. He 
is not merely the first servant of the state, but its very 
heart, which alternately receives and sends out its life 
blood ; he is its centre of gravity which gives form to its 
varied powers. Then let German philosophy show him 
in his high station something different from what the 
persiflage of French philosophy and that of worldliness 
exhibits ; which endeavours to represent the throne as the 
highest heritable place at court, or as a regency with a 
handsome income, and the country as a vast regiment at 
once ridiculous and useful. Ah I verily the ancient error 
of regarding princes as the sent and anointed of God 
(which in fact every man is, only in different degrees — 
the man of genius, for instance, or every rational creature 
as compared with the beasts) is much nobler, and more 
efficacious for good, than the modem error of declaring 
them only to be the ambassadors of selfish extortions, that 
is, of the devH. But let German earnestness of heart 
show the young eagle-prince his wings, his mountains, 
and his sun. When some warm, benevolent, but too rash, 
genius of the earth saw the erring efforts of humanity to 
shape its course, and how, broken up among individuals, 
it, like the sea, only raised waves, but gave them no 
direction, he longed to give the ocean a boundary and a 
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rapid current ; then he called up the first great king to 
collect the scattered forces and guide them to one end. 
Moreover, this genius would have experienced the bliss of 
seeing nations linked together round our globe like the 
glittering girdle of Venus, had he not forgotten something 
which another and better genius, who always permits 
more men of genius than spiritual monarchs to appear at 
the same time, remembered. I mean, if he had taken care 
that a continued succession of good kings had drawn a 
holy family circle round the globe, and described a ruling 
line of beauty, happiness and honour through all time. 
Oh ! what might not poor humanity have become if, like 
the thirty popes who, one after another, continued building 
the great cathedral at Eome, a contemporaneous and suc- 
cessive band of princes had, joining temple to temple, so 
urged on the great temple-building of humanity! Can 
humanity blame fate for opening to it, through one indi- 
vidual, the way to the highest elevation or the lowest 
degradation, when one reckons the number of princes 
with free power to be the leaders of their age and country, 
and, like many flat glasses placed at once before the sun, 
fancies them united into one celestial luminary ? It is not 
Heaven's fault, but man's, if they have more readily con- 
Terted themselves into the war-gods and scourges of states, 
tha^ into their protecting deities. 

I would, therefore, imitate you and teach the prince 
his dignity; because only he adorns the station who- 
believes himself to be adorned by it. Princes are apt to 
think meanly of princes, as mountains look little when 
viewed from mountains. 

I would indeed, as your fellow-labourer, prepare yearly, 
— say, on his birth-day, — a feast of dedication for the 
young heir-apparent, a rehearsal of his coronation, in 
which the holiness of his future, the inviolableness of his- 
soul, should be gloriously and intimately presented to the 
young eye longing after virtuB, under the triumphal arch 
of great and free nations, in sight of the arms and banners 
of his ancestors and of all past ages^ On such a day he 
might also look down into the abyss of fallen nations. 
Let him learn by heart Plutarch's histories* of the great, 
more useM to kim than the more recent ; and let him 

u 2 
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every day pray out of the meditations ot AntoninnB. 
Let that noble order, — the name, Father of his conntry, 
which the great Camillus first bore, -as founder of the 
order, and subsequently Cicero, the enemy of Catiline, as 
a member, until it lost its glory and sank down upon a 
Csesar, an Augustus, and such-like men, — bum before 
him like an illumination on the seven hills of freedom. 
He must not consider himself as a commander-in-chief of 
all the forces, nor as a minister of foreign affairs, nor as 
president of the council, nor as chief justice, nor as a 
rector magnificus of all the sciences, but as the protector 
OF HIS COUNTRY, in the highest sense of that word ; as one 
who has his eye on every department in the state, like 
the true judge of works of art who can appreciate every 
form of beauty. He should be a Jupiter who bears his 
satellites and his courtly ring at once round himself and 
round their common sun. 

" According to the usual requirements of learned men,'* 
you write, " a prince who would govern well ought to 
unite in his own person the knowledge of all his ministers, 
so as to be able to judge of all their affairs. But the 
knowledge of things, which cannot all be embraced by 
one individual, is less necessary and less possible than the 
knowledge of men by whom they must be proposed and 
executed. Consequently, if the prince have only character, 
and if that have matured steadily and purely under the 
eye of his teacher, he will be able both to penetrate into 
matters and to use vigorous measures." You might have 
copied this out of my own soul ! If men have been easily 
able to blind us, yet, in a hundred cases, some weakness 
in our heart, rather than any weakness in our eyes, has 
been first to blame. Among princes a pure and firm 
character is especially needed for seeing and acting ; for . 
on the throne the nerve of sight is easily transformed 
into the motive-nerve of the muscles. Mere goodness 
without character will, or may, be governed and used 
by all the enemies of a people ; whereas character without • 
goodness can only be acted on by one enemy of the' 
people — itself. 

, The whole present time is a regicide of character, espe- 
cially of all healthiness of character ; .for over it poisononn : 




f 

CHAP. I.J LEVAKA. 293 

▼ictims are passed to "bodies and souls, and for the saorifioe 
of a god a man is offered up. Hence so many marrowless 
but sceptre-griping arms; hence the life of so many 
princes is but a passive "council of five hundred;" and 
even good may only be done and published by permission 
of the subjects. 

So much the better, dear Adelhard, that you endeavour 
to give your pupil a strong body ; only watch over him 
till he has passed through the usual powder mines of royal 
youth, — the capitals, for instance, of the grand tour, a 
few middle-aged women, and his majority. 

From your letter I can perceive the truth of the sup- 
position I cherish, that you do not recommend or cultivate 
in Friedanot any active love of the arts of painting, music 
or architecture, lest, as you say, " he should convert govern- 
ment into a subservient art." Nero, truly, had a genius 
for art, — as Frederick the Great had a genius for govern- 
ment, — his whole life, from the time of his subjection to 
the laws of art,* even in the midst of his cruelties and 
down to his last sigh, testifies as much feeling for art as 
absence of feeling for humanity. If, for instance, a prince 
devote himself — not to adduce more ancient, still less 
modem, examples — like the Macedonian king Europus, 
to making candles (in a metaphorical sense that would be 
good) ; or, like the Parthian kings, to sharpening swDrds 
(that were good in a different way); or, like Attalus 
Philomator, to the cultivation of poisonous plants f (this 
only admits of no good metaphorical sense) the whole 
court, suppose that of Attalus, would be converted into a 
garden, and every one would seize the royal gardener by 
his weak side, — his botanical mania. All courtiers wibii 
their king to love something besides government and his 
country. Every great lord, according to the law, must 
practise some handicraft ; but only in the same way that 
every Mussulman, and every Babbi among the Jews, must 
understand some art, and not, as Montesquieu and some 
others suppose, in order that he may refrain from strang- 
ling people for pastime : for, as an inspired person, h is 

* He obeyed the orchestra-regulation, never to sit down, to have no 
occasion for pocket-handkerchief or spittoon, &c. Tac. Ann. xiv. 15. 
t Alex, ab Alex. iii. 21. 
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. allowed free by his religion, fourteen of such for slaughter 
every day.* I should suppose that he could not claim, by 
club-law of his handicraft, any more for his sword. 

Am I not, then, agreed in opinion with you when I say 
that princes need no subordinate pursuit any more than 
ancient statues needed the adornment of coloura? How 
much useless knowledge about history, languages and ai i, 
might and ought to be spared them ! 

A general love of science, like an alternation between 
two heights, enriches and refreshes royalty, as was exem- 
plified in Frederick the Great. There is a wider prospect 
from Parnassus than from the throne. I wish that even 
there, as in the high schools, reading and learning were 
called government. And what greater ground for alarm 
would there be, if the king were president of the great 
academy of all the sciences, than that favourites and 
courtiers would become members of it, and understand a 
great deal ? And is it not very much better that he, like 
Louis XIV., should expend sixty-six thousand three hun- 
dred livres in pensions to learned men, than that, like the 
same king, he should waste thirty-three millions of livres 
in the mere lead of the pa] ace at Versailles and its water- 
works?! Openly tell your Friedanot that in every 
country, where the press is free as well as where it is 
submitted to censorship, there is no one to whom so many 
books are forbidden as to the king himself; the censors 
will scarcely allow him a newspaper. Although the king 
need not know so much of law as his lord chancellor, nor 
so much political economy as his prime minister, he yet 
must know as much or more of the art of war than his 
first general. This union of sceptre and sword is unmis- 
takeable. The royal infant even is consecrated to no other 
inaugural post of honour than that of war. A helmeted 
preface (^prcefatio galeata) precedes his life ; he passes his 
mornings in the arsepal. No prince scruples to serve in 
war among the soldiers of a greater foreign prince than 
himself, and to fight and bleed for him as unconditionally 
as his meanest subject ; but he would consider it beneath 

* The Prince Kantemir's History of the Ottoman Empire, in 
Ktruve*8 Hebenstunden, v. 
t Pi^s interessantes et pen oonnues, par. M. D. L. P., I. 180S, 
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his dignity to be tHe same monarcli's prime minister, 
president of his coiincil, or even general-in-chief of his 
forces. 

Whence arises, and why is there, this equality of royal 
and warlike honour in this and other points, as if the 
prince were only the first servant of the state by being 
its foremost fighter ? 

Voltaire's saying, " The first king was a successful 
soldier," and the corollary to be drawn thence that " A 
successful king is the first soldier," does not sufficiently 
explain his position in a state by his position before thc^ 
was a state. Moreover, war is now only the exception, 
and peace the rule ; and however much the country be 
turned into an arsenal, and the throne into a fortress, yet 
preparations for peace must be carried on as long and as 
industriously as preparations for war. But the prepon- 
derance of the arts of war over those of peace, in all per- 
sons destined for the throne, may be explained and justified 
by two totally different reasons and sentiments. In the 
first instance, the mutual defence of individuals formed 
the state ; and afterwards, as each nation experienced the 
necessity of defending itself against the aggressions of 
other nations, the king seemed to perform his duty to the 
state best by watching over its frontiers, not by becoming 
chief architect, food-provider, farmer, coiner, and regulator 
of its domestic affairs ; he had rather to act externally by 
the law of the stronger, than internally by the power of 
the affections. 

One evil was a necessary consequence of this state of 
things, that nations, — which, in the last resort, only con- 
sist of individuals — owing to this love of war in their 
governors, fell into that very condition out of which the 
individuals had endeavoured to extricate themselves by 
combining to form a state. So little yet does man regard 
the interests of man I Confined to his clod of earth, like 
the insect to its leaf, he does not perceive that every war 
on the face of the globe is, in fact, a civil war ; and a dark 
sea, in a spiritual sense as truly as in physical fact, gives, 
by its concealing cloak, the appearance of separate en- 
chanting islands to the girdle of mountains which sur- 
rounds the world. 
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Bdt the monarch has a yet weightier gronnd for his 
love of war; the sentiixient that all dignity arises from 
moral worth, and that the chief basis of manly dignity 
consists in courage or honour. The brave prince covers 
his head and his inner man with a crown different from 
that which rests on his outward form. Courage or honour 
is expected in every man, but not talent. The prince, 
like the first nobleman in the highest rank of nobility, 
must oppose his enemy with the courageous point of 
honour, as though it were a bright focus of burning rays. 
Courage is a virtue of no doubtful seeming ; there can be 
no contradiction, no diversity of opinion, about it. A 
prince who exposes his body, carefully protected and con- 
secrated by the state, as though it were a common one, to 
the rank-scorning bullet, against which, in a foreign land, 
his crown is no helmet, but only a mark, gathers laurels 
with his own hand in the eyes of thousands. But the 
honour of peaceful talents is not so uncontestedly ascribed 
to him, because many a prince has been a sun which 
the minister must surround with his clouds ere it emitted 
beams.* 

I grant that war is accompanied with certain by- 
charms. It is well minutely to dissect them before 4iim 
to whom you would fain render them hateful. A king 
likes to govern, especially when he can do so easily and 
absolutely ; on the drum he finds a moveable throne ; and 
the art of war is surrounded with a poetical halo; it 
is more definite and more obvious than the art of govern- 
ment, and the movements of the general's baton are more 
clearly marked by the eyes of men than are those of the 
sceptre. 

The powder-mill of war moves on the wheels of fortune. 
As the southern promontory of Africa, so here the head- 
land of storms is called the Cape of Good Hope. And to 
what lottery could a ruler more cheerfully subscribe than 
to that of war— especially because he only ventures foreign 
possessions, and wins no part of his home inheritance, 
because he wins the whole ? Further, nothing irritates a 
youth so much as to be obliged to mount the throne when 

* Aooording to Heraohel, only the oloud-oovering of tbe sun givei 
Ught, and the body of suu only spots. 
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of mature age, and then find his whole life, even down to 
the horizon, marked out and enclosed. The royal youth 
longs, in the first place, to do something in life ; and, in 
the second, to render himself immortal by it. Now, for 
the accomplishment of the first wish, what means lie so 
near him, or seem so glorions to his fancy, as war, which 
opens to him a career in foreign countries ? or what can 
gratify the second desire more easily than the field of 
battle, which matures in one day the precious flower of 
immortality, which would require a whole life to blossom 
on the throne? The noble Henry IV. of France said, 
** I would rather gird on my armour than make laws." 
It is on the same principle that novices in poetry, and 
novices on the dramatic stage, make their first essays in 
the horrible, the glory arising from which is easily and 
quickly gained, 

I think you say in one of your letters that the satiety 
princes experience of the praise and emulation of inferiors 
IS apt to engender a warlike longing for a contest with 
kings and enemies before the eyes of all Europe. Very 
true I The poisonous air of courts readily communicates 
that yawning fever of which so many died in Italy 
during the seventh century. Men seek to clear the air 
with gunpowder. 

But how can a young prince ever behold the dark side 
of the glittering form of war, that hellish stream which 
surrounds the living earth and is peopled with the dead ? 
For it is in truth necessary that he should do so, especially 
for Germany, which is becoming more and more the Hyde 
Park and Bois de Boulogne to which Europe resorts when 
it resolves to fight. Will you let him hear the chorus of 
all wise men and poets cursing war, the last ghost and 
savage army of barbarism ? Will you, before war, preach 
such a sermon as this on peace to the king who is about 
to hurl his torch-like missive to kindle the fire of war ? 
" Consider well : one step beyond your frontiers changes 
the whole face of two empires; thine own is consumed 
behind thee, thine enemy's before thee. That moment an 
earthquake takes possession of both, and labours to the 
destruction of »both ; all ancient law courts, all judgment- 
ceats, are overturned ; heights and depths are confounded 
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together. It is a last day, fall of rising sinners and 
falling stars ; it is the tribunal at which the devil judges 
the world, where bodies condemn spirits, physical force 
the power of love. Consider it, prince I Every soldier 
in this empire of lawlessness becomes thy crowned brother 
in a foreign land, bearing the sword of justice without her 
balance, and governing more despotically than thyself. 
Every meanest drudge in the enemy's ranks is thy king 
and judge, carrying in his hand an axe and a halter for 
thee. The arbitrary powers of force and chance only sit 
upon the double tiione of conscience and of knowledge. 
Two nations are converted, half into slave dealers, half 
into slaves, mingled without order among one another. 
In the eyes of higher beings, the human race has become 
an assemblage of lawless, conscienceless, stone-blind beasts 
and machines, which robs, devours, strikes, bleeds, and 
dies. Even granting that justice be on thy side, yet by 
the first line of a manifesto, as by an earthquake, thou 
lettest loose the chained devils of injustice out of their 
prison-house I The dread despotism thus enthroned is so 
great that little misdeeds never reach thy ears, and great 
crimes only by their frequent repetition. For the per- 
mission to slay and take possession includes in itself all 
lesser crimes. Even the unarmed citizen's voice is heard 
amidst the screams and discord, exchanging all his plans 
of life for a few moments* indulgence and lawless freedom, 
treated by the allied soldiers as partly, and by their oppo- 
nents as altogether an enemy. Think of all this, prince, 
ere thou hide thy light amid the locust-clouds of war, 
and ere thou make the warriors of a stranger the judges 
and executioners in thy hitherto justly governed land, or 
ere thou give thine own soldiers such power in the con- 
quered country I " 

At aU events, much might be done. We should endea- 
vour to verify the expressions of a history or a newspaper, 
so short and so lightly passed over, " Battlefield, distress 
of the besieged, a hundred waggons of wounded ;" which 
by their perpetual repetition have passed from living 
figures to paintings, and lastly, to mere sounds ; we should 
picture them in all their terrible details, in the suffering 
which one waggon bears and fearfully increases, in the on^ 
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agonizing day of a single fainting and dying soldier. Not 
only history, in which all ages and nations bleed, but our 
common newspapers and way of speaking, and the scien- 
tific appearance of warlike preparations for surgical assist- 
ance, change wounds into words, and the monstrous amount 
of suffering into letters. Hence, the same minister who 
tranquilly observes the hygrometer of war's bloody rain, 
and cheerfully orders a bath of blood for two nations, is 
overcome by the wounds and tears of a stage play, merely 
because the poet's art transforms the wordis back to their 
living meaning. A prince whose tendencies you feared 
might be conducted over a bloody battle-field with the 
same warning advantage as accrues to children of a dif- 
ferent class who are led through a hospital. But God 
grant that humanity may ever fail to offer such schools 
and such remedies I 

Properly — and this might be instructively said to a 
prince — the people only should decide upon war with 
another nation, that is, upon a return to the first state of 
nature ; especially as they only gather its bitter, not its 
sweet, fruits; and should determine whether they are 
willing to give themselves up a« a sacrifice to the storms 
and tempests of war. It is a crying sin against Heaven 
that one king, for an offensive expression from another 
king, should involve two nations in mortal strife. In 
reading modem history one shudders to see how the 
merest trifles have kindled the fires of war; how a 
woman's pin, or an ambassador's finger, has been the 
conductor of a thunder-storm ravaging whole countries. 
The wars of modern times ought certainly to strike sol- 
diers only, not the ranks of unarmed citizens. When the 
more active part of the latter disturb the operations of 
the former, as in shooting from houses, they at once 
appeal to the right of distinction, and proceed to attack 
and punish them ; but why should the unarmed classes, 
without the advantages, yet participate in all the suffer- 
ings, plunder, imprisonment, &o,, of those who are armed ? 
One or all of these three remedies must be applied to this 
terrible coil, in order that the futuie may atone for the 
past : either that naval confiicts may be carried on without 
letters of marque, and that in land fights the soldiers may 
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he placed in some desert, as the scene of their many-voiced 
and many-handed duel; or that, as in republics which 
have fallen to destruction or risen to an unearthly life, 
everv citizen should be a soldier, and consequently every 
soldier a citizen ; or, finally, that the eternal banner ot 
■peace should hang down from heaven, and flutter in the 
pure ether above the earth. 

I have an idea that either you, or one of your friends, 
once declared that history — the long war report and 
bulletin of humanity — imparted the infection of war to 
young princes. But I would almost trust to it as the 
remedy for the love of war. Charles XIL of Sweden 
could scarcely have imbibed his passion for glory and 
conquest from the mere perusal of Curtius's Life of 
Alexander, since Alexander had the same passion without 
having read his biography; and Caesar, also, without 
knowing more of Curtius Ui&n his hero. In history may 
be found the test of the anchors and swords of sea and 
land fights. It alone shows to the monarch, thirsting 
for glory, how little mere bravery appertains to glory ; 
for a cowardly nation is more rare upon the earth than 
■a brave man. What nation, in ancient or modem times, 
is not brave ? At present, for instance, all Europe is so ; 
Bussians, Danes, Swedes, Austrians, English, Hessians, 
French, Bavarians, and Prussians, all are brave. The 
lower Bome's free spirit sank, the more wildly and 
vehemently rose the merely brave spirit ; Catiline, Cassar, 
Augustus, had conquerors for their servants. The fre- 
quent arming of the ancient slaves, as of the modem 
beggars, testifies against the value of the common bravery 
of fiists and wounds. Iphicrates, tJie Athenian, said that 
the best soldiers were those who loved plunder and 
violence ; and General Fischer has added to these, vaga- 
bonds. Cannot a monarch wish to shine upon posterity 
with something else than the showy tiger-spots of a 
conqueror, in which the Timurs, Attilas, Dessalines, and 
other scourges of God, or knouts of the devil, outdo him ? 
How coldly does one walk in history over the countless 
battle-fielcU which fill the earth with beds of death! 
And with what curses does one hasten past the crown 
which, like the ajutage, or leaden head of a pipe raisea 
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by the upward gusMng of a fountain, is only kept up by 
starting streams of blood ! But where an eternal glory 
hovers round some heroes, as those of Marathon's plain 
and Thermopylas's pass, there other spirits fought and 
fell, — heavenly visions of the courage of freedom. And 
whatever individual stands greatly forth in. history and 
fills its spaces, does it not from any pyramid of skulls 
erected on battle-fields; but a great soul hovers there, 
like the form of an unearthly world glorified in the nighty 
and touches the stars and the earth. 

For there is a nobler courage, which once, though not 
long, Sparta, Athens and Bome possessed ; the courage of 
peace and of freedom, the bravery which showed itself at 
home. Many a nation, a cowardly slave in its own 
country but a bold hero out of it, resembles the falcon 
(though become tame, unlike it, rather by sleeping tham 
by sleeplessness) which is carried hooded on the wrist of 
the falconer, until leffc to its ancient freedom, a momen-* 
tary wooer of the air, it boldly and bravely vanquishes 
some new bird and then returns with it to the slavish 
earth. But the truly, because freely, brave people carries 
on its war of freedom at home, against every hand which 
would stay its flight or blind its eye ; this, indeed, is the 
longest and bravest war, and the only one which admits 
no truce. Just so brave, and in a higher sense, may a 
monarch be. Let the great ideal of art, to unite dignity 
with repose, be the ideal of the throne. To extinguish 
the flames of war is more worthy of a king, as it is more 
difficult, than to kindle them. If this bravery of peace 
be already secured, whereby alone a monarch can dis- 
tinguish himself in history — then that of war, if neces- 
sary, becomes easy, and every wound glorious. Hence, 
the great men of antiquity are rather distinguished by 
their character than by their deeds, rather by the trophies 
of peace than those of war : the plough-heroes of battle- 
fields by an intensity of love, which, as in Phocion, 
sowed the steep cliff's which bound the mighty ocean 
with balmy spice plants; which in Cato the younger 
loved and bewailed his brother with all a woman's tender- 
ness, and caused Epaminondas to remember the duties of 
a host even on the scaffold ; which made Brutua a tender 



302 JEAN PAUL FBIEDBIGH BIGHTEB. [fbAG. Y. 

husband, Alexander a tmstful friend, and Gnstavtis a 
Christian. 

It seems to me that a yonng prince shonld view the 
fatare, which he helps to form, from this side and through 
this opening in history; in this manner he must learn 
to subject the inferior to the nobler kind of courage. 
Certainly a king who avoided war from cowardice would 
be more dangerous — especially in the present position of 
Germany — ^than one who sought it from fool-hardiness; 
and, moreover, he would be less easily cured. The sceptre 
resembles Saturn's scythe, which is at once the emblemi of 
harvest time and of death. 

The thing that grieves me when I consider the excel- 
lence of the education you, dear Adelhard, impart, is that it 
will be of little or no use, unless you are ennobled, or unless 
the prince might remain at home. I mean this ; I cannot 
but lament that he must grasp the pilgrim's staff before 
the sceptre, and must pass through the three kingdoms ot 
nature, or three courts of the grand tour, Italy, England 
and France, in order to return different from what he 
started ! Enough cannot be said in favour of travel, but 
not of early travel. Let the man, not the boy, travel ; 
let his travelling-cap be the crown. If he go uncrowned, 
sent as a travelling fortune to the fair of Paris, we know 
— ^by the example of his noble companions — what, not to 
speak of ruined health, he will bring back ; namely, a 
mind fall of contempt for his little inland patrimony, full 
of plans for miniature imitations, and of acquired notions 
whose importation the Prussian Lycurgus and the Spartan 
Frederick the Second prevented,, the one into the nobility, 
the other into the people, by forbidding travelling. If 
we wish, by imitation, to give the dominion over our 
domestic affairs to foreign countries, which by treaties of 
peace — ^those of Westphalia and Luneville, for instance — 
have already quite sufficiently ruled and changed the 
constitution of the Germanic empire, I really think we 
burden ourselves with too great a weight of gratitude, 
especially when we consider the rareness of the oppor 
timities for requitaL If foreign travel is indispensable 
to mental growth why do we see so few Dauphins, so 
low Princes of Wales,, of Asturia, or of Brazil, in oxxi 
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hotels ? If the coat of worldly varnish given by strangers 
cannot be done without, fortunately his court will be so 
frequently visited by so many who will gladly linger 
there a long time that he may easily remain at home. 
For the same reason, among the artisans of Berlin, 
Konigsberg and other large towns, the sons of master 
workmen are not required to travel like other journeymen. 

But there is one country which an heir-apparent may 
minutely survey in his travels — it is his own ; and the 
deeper he penetrates into the lower classes the more 
productive of benefit will his journey be. Like an Mneas^ 
or a Bante, he will return a wiser man out of this lower 
world into the upper regions of the throne. A prince 
cannot picture to himself hunger as any thing other than 
a rare gift of God and of the stomach ; or labour, than as 
a hawking-match to procure it; or the people, which 
experiences enough of both, as any thing different from 
the pampered crowd of his court servants. If in Corea 
the people must shut their doors and windows when the 
king is passing by, we may be sure that he will al^o close 
his from the eyes of his people : and so one invisibility 
produces the other. 

If he be crowned and married, and about as old or even 
older than Joseph II., or Peter the Great, or Popes on 
their travels, or the ancient Eomans, whose proconsulships 
were also journeys, he will receive greater advantage 
from his travels than he would even as his own am- 
bassador; for he will see every thing more accurately, 
more quickly, and be less taxed for doing so. Boling- 
broke tells us that if at forty we read again some of our 
childhood's books we shall find every thing new : even 
so, if at the same age we revisit the land of our youth, we 
shall find a new world previously overlooked. A young 
prince, perhaps, brings home with him out of some foreign 
country a faded garland, as a memento of rare flowers of 
happiness ; a prince of mature age brings also the seeds 
of those flowers. When the warm hearted, manly, true 
German duke of Meiningen travelled, the year before hit* 
death, to one of the southern cities of Germany, he did 
not visit courts, balls, princes and women ; but machines, 
manufactories, soup-kitchens, mines, artists and theii 
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works, financiers and their tables — ah I why was he 
doomed so shortly afterwards to make the longest journey 
to the most distant country ? A noble prince who loves 
his people can never tread that path too late. But, if 
your Friedanot must go on his travels before he ascends 
the throne, I would wish you to be ennobled and to 
accompany him. Every royal tutor should receive nobility 
from his connection with a prince, just as iron becomes 
magnetic by contact with a magnet, in order that he may 
afterwards be employed at the dinner or card-table, when, 
otherwise, his place must be occupied by some one whose 
rank admits him to the royal table. How happy is a 
princess whose Orbilia and La plus Bonne is, from the 
commencement, of such high rank that she may ever 
remain near her I " Turba medicorum perdidit Caesarem : " * 
this epitaph on Adrian is also true of the multitude of 
•• soul curers," 

Many of your regulations for princes may be readily 
guessed, because they must also have a place in the educa- 
tion of every child ; only that qualities which the latter 
must use as small coin in every-day life, are required 
from princes as gold for the mint and for the adornment 
of the palace. In the first place I rank keeping his word. 
Princes rarely break their word, except to whole countries : 
their own and foreign lands. The word given to one 
man, themselves perhaps excepted, they always keep. 
Chamfer t remarks that, up to the ministry of the Cardinal 
de Lom6nie, fifty-six public breaches of faith were reckoned 
in Henry IV. These may readily be explained by the 
rarefying power of space, which, far more than time, 
immediately decomposes the strongest powers; as, for 
instance, electricity, attraction, philanthropy, freedom, and 
a promise. Distance, for instance, inconceivably diminishes 
British freedom even in Ireland, as it formerly did in North 
America ; but at sea and in the colonies, it is, by distance, 
rarefied to such a degree that only the quick eye of a 
captain or a nabob can distinguish it from absolute 
slavery. In the same way a promise is so weakened by 
distance that even a peace concluded a centary or so 

* ** The multitade of doctors killed GsBsar.'" 
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6efore, by the naval powers of Europe, could not avert 
war from India. Physics, as already said, show the cause 
of this phenomenon. This fact, perhaps, renders a lecture- 
room and teacher for speaking truth more necessary to 
an heir-apparent. Indeed, this speech is quite as impor- 
tant as the Lusatian or Italian, which, according to the 
golden bull,* every future elector, king of Bohemia, and 
pfalz-graf of the Khine, had to learn in his seventh year; 
or even as the French, though no bull has declared that 
essential. 

Royal truthfulness towards his own and other nations 
is not only, as others have said, a monarch's highest 
policy, but also, and lor that very reason, the most diffi- 
cult. Upright minds are like straight roads, which seem 
to the eye Bcarce half so long as those which wind artfully 
about ; but their true length is found by a nearer exa- 
mination. Only a prince who cherishes noble and well 
considered desires will choose to reveal them ; as it is only 
cut diamonds of the purest water which can be set so that 
the light may shine through. 

Under all treaties of war and peace there lies a higher 
bond of union than power — because without it they could 
not even be foraied — it is reliance on a given word, on 
the power of character, not on land and sea forces. But 
in history, which else accurately la^'s before us from 
month to month the cost of the new triumphal arches for 
fresh victors, there is nothing more rare than an honour- 
able niche devoted to a king who speaks truly for the 
present, and prophesies truly for the future. Royal truth- 
fulness prehupposes force of character, resolute courage, 
and just strength of will. Finally, where this oak forest 
stands and grows around a throne, there is the ancient 
German banctuary ; the throne within its shadow works 
miracles, and the people round its base pray to heaven for 
protection. You and I hear such a forest rustling so near 
our study that we could count its leaves. 

Baireuth, January 1806. 

I have again unpacked my goods because peace con- 
tinues ; sc that our meeting, as well as the review and 

"^ Aur. BuU. 0. 30. § 2. 
I. X 
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ratification of my predictions, must be postponed to a 
more favourable season. In conclusion, and in jest, I 
append a few aphorisms on education suitable for insertion 
in albums, whicli I prepare from time to time for the 
various royal and noble tutors who visit my study, so as 
to have a few useful impromptu" thoughts ready to be 
written down when they hand me their albums. The 
following thoughts have not yet been inserted in such 
books : — 

To form a brave man, educate boldly I Brave painters 
alone, says Lavater, can hit a brave face. 

Not without reason do the rarest flowers borrow their 
names from princes. Power cannot have too gentle an 
expression. The look of a king is itself a deed. Conse- 
quently a king can choose whether he will all day kiU 

or make alive. The sceptre should not be a rod of 

authority ; but, like a magnetic needle, should assume the 

form of a lily. It is easier, like the tragic Crebillon, 

to obtain the surname of the terrible, than, like Virgil, to 

merit the epithet of the maidenly. A flute lay side 

by side in his tent with Frederick the Great's baton 
of command. Let every prince regard this as an 
allegory.* 

He who mistrusts humanity is quite as often deceived 
as he who trusts men. The wicked and despotic favourite 
always advises a king to rule for himself, not to let 
others govern for him; to see and hear for himself (at 
least to see and hear the favourite), and not to be a mere 
repeater on which an external hammer strikes the time, 
but to be a church bell, which sounds with its own 
tongue, and which the favourite rings whether for funerals 
or weddings. 

Tutor I Have at heart no work of your pupil so much 
as love of work ; it is this he should learn by that. And, 
unless he learn to be a lover of work, he will in after 

♦ Since these four thoughts only express a fifth, which is the Bome 
fhey will be inserted in four different albums. 
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years (as Vopisous tells us the Emperor Carintis did) keep 
a servant to write his signature ; or, if he write it himself, 
he will do so like that self-made slave of his own servants, 
Philip the Fifth of Spain. 

On the throne everything, even time— as in Basle — is 
wanted to be an hour earlier than it really is ; thought, 
consequently, long before reflection. Eoyal impromptus, 
as the winged seeds of action, are always dangerous ; they 
often make long diets and long judgment-days necessary, 
and have to count forced imposts instead of freely granted 
tributes. How many subjects has a hon mot killed ! How 
many suggestions of the wicked one have been acted on 
by liaste ! He who needs proofs has but to inquire of the 
chief justice in history. What more excellent object, I 
ask, can a teacher set before himself than to accustom his 
pupil never to say an important yes or no, never to express 
a like or a dialike, without taking an hour's respite to 
consider the question, request, or sin ? With such a letter 
of grace (moratorium) he might write himself a brevet of 
infallibility. But why speak I of princes ? Every one is 
in this position ; only that the high rank of monarchs 
fearfully increases the rolling, avalanche-like, consequences 
of every sound. And it is precisely in the higher ranks 
that men perversely attend more to deeds expressed in 
words^6o» wote, impromptus, &c., than to words expressed 
in deeds — decretals, resolutions, &c. ; and take time to 
consider a jest, though not a serious matter. Let the 
teacher invert this inversion. ... Dear Adelhard, I am 
myself this moment guilty of improvising ; so difficult is 
it to be avoided. For this last article for the album I 
really made for the letter ; the former would require it to 
be much more compressed. So powerful is the influence 
of the present moment ; one confounds letter, album, and 
book all together. Fare you well, dear Adelhard ; and, in 
this respect, fare better than I. 

I wished to add this apophthegm also: "Above all 
things inspire a prince with the taste for reading — not 
merely the inscriptions on triumphal arches and in illu- 
minations — but books and acts ;" but, if I am not mistaken, 
it is already written in your album. Cabinet secrets, like 

X 2 
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the light of the fixed stars, reach us for the first time 
many years after their emanation ; but the secrets of the 
study, like the light of the planets, never reach so far as 
the fixed stars. Yours, 

J. P. F. R. 

Pogtscript — As there was no post, this letter to you, 
excellent prince's tutor, has lain in my desk during the 
sale of the whole first edition of Levana ; it was printed, 
but not despatched : luckily, while preparing the second, 
a young tutor, dismissed from a certain court, visited me 
and promised to deliver you my letter. For the rest he 
curses the whole matter for hours every day, and declares 
he would almost rather be a prince than a prince's tutor ; 
for the one only spoils himself, whereas the tijtor spoils 
others too. He openly derides my whole letter to you, as 
a mere waste of paper and ink, and says I have only for- 
gotten the principal thing, the so-called governor both of 
prince and tutor. He asked me to teach him " what use 
it was to be the very best of tutors, as a man must become 
the very worst if the prince's governor so choose ; who is 
regarded as the upper-house to the tutor's lower-house, or 
college rector to his inferior school." But, instead of 
waiting my instructions, he continued angrily : " The 
governors, who never permitted him even to be vice- 
governor to the prince, were as old in rank as in age, 
and consequently took precedence in every thing of him, 
who was only perfectly capable of all his duties ; so that 
the young prince regarded him merely as a subordinate, 
as a kind of school-fox whose master Beynard was the 
governor. The word of a man who sat at the same dinner 
table with the prince was more esteemed by him and by 
the whole court, than the sermons of one who might only 
sit near him at the study table." 

I replied, that on this matter I would take the part of 
the men of the world. The schoolman has about as much 
relation to the nobleman as the Abbot Fowler, for instance, 
has to a fowl. As, according to Kant's observations, we 
soon grow weary of the most excellent human singing, 
but never of the perpetual singing of birds, because it is 
subject to no rule, and its variations are quite undeter- 
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mined ; so, the scholar, by the monotonous unity of his 
thoughts and discourses, always aiming at one end, soon 
drives to sleep; whereas the courtier, flitting from one 
subject to another, engages the attention, just because 
he says nothing very definite, and because variety of 
mere nothings gives more pleasure than uniformity of 
something. 

" A governor," continued he, " who only thinks ot 
king, court and nobility, and orders the prince to be 
educated only for these, will bar with the collars of his 
multitudinous orders all the havens into which a tutor 
would conduct his pupil to the sound of silver flutes. 
He will throw in his teeth the accurate * revision * of his 
plan of education (none so good as that which is printed) ; 
and, if the tutored tutor think differently, he has only 
the choice of being frightened, or being angry." 

''■ Truly, not bad ! '* said I, *' for by this means the 
tutor will be educated to be tender and better than he 
can educate the prince. In the same way, cooks make 
poultry tender and tasty by putting thorn into a pond, ot 
a turkey by throwing it from a considerable height before 
killing it—this has the effect of fright on them ; or they 
irritate them by whistling and shaking red cloths at them 
—which has the effect of rage." 

"We must then experience," concluded the tutor, 
"what is the consequence if the governor can use the 
sceptre as a good school cane to the citizen-teacher ; 
I do not mean what the governor becomes (for he goes 
away like myself), but what the innocent prince becomes, 
in whom, placed as a young master between a flattering 
upper servant and a kneeSng slave, no manly character 
can possibly be developed, — no bones grow." 

" But," said I, " I do not see the evil of that. I myself 
know many people of rank whose whole inner man does 
not contain one whole bone, but who precisely resemble 
people struck by a thunder-bolt, in whom the lightning 
generally only breaks the bones, without in the smallest 
degree burning or injuring the external form. And so it 
is, my friend ! " 

As, however, we could neither of us quite agree, 
and I could not become perfectly serious, I think I have 
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adopted a very sensible plan in sending him to you with 
this postscript, so that you may either alter or confirm 
his opinion. You must certainly know whether there is 
any difference among governors, and whether the course 
of the little prince may not occasionally describe an 
accurate ellipse round the two foci. Heaven grant that, 
and many other things too ! 
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CHAPTER I. 
§ 101. 

Honour, honesty, steadfast will, truthfulness, indifference 
towards threatening wounds and endurance of those 
inflicted, openness, self-respect, just self-appreciation, 
contempt for the opinion of the world, justice and per- 
severance — all these and similar words indicate only one 
half of the moral nature, viz. moral strength and elevation 
of character. The other half embraces all our connections 
with others ; the realm of love, gentleness, benevolence 
— in short, what may be called moral beauty. 

If the one seem to turn inwards, towards itself, the 
other outwards towards others ; the one to be a repelling, 
the other an attracting pole ; if the one regard an idea as 
holy, and the other rather esteem life to be so, yet borh 
are equally elevated above seU, which is only the object 
of the animal propen^ities, and of the sins against the 
twin Btars of the heart ; for honour, as well as love, 



312 JEAN PAUL PEIEDRICH RICHTER. [fRAG. VI. 

sacrifices selfishness. Moreover love does not seek and 
contemplate in another what it avoids in itself ; but it 
beholds and embraces therein the image of the divinity. 
We find God twice ; once within, once without us ; 
within us as an eye, without us as light. Yet is it every- 
where the same ethereal fire, indifferent whether it spring 
up from without or within ; and, indeed, the one pre- 
supposes the other, and consequently a third which 
produces and unites both. Call it the Holy. In the 
spiritual world there is properly no out and no in. Love 
is naturally the companion of true moral strength, as 
we ever find sweet fruits on strong branches ; weakness 
trembles like a Vesuvius only to destroy. Even so, pure 
love can not merely do all, but is all. 

§ 102. 

But here we are only concerned with the difference of 
appearances, not with their foundations. The former 
show us man bom and fitted out more for moral strength, 
or honour, and woman for moral beauty, or love. From 
our former position, "that woman does not divide and 
contemplate herself as man does," we might deduce the 
division of the two moral poles, with varying balance 
between both sexes, ascribing love to the female and 
strength to the male, because the former is more occupied 
with what is external to herself, but the latter in examin- 
ing what passes within himself. But why reason about 
facts ? This moral difference between the sexes is repeated, 
although in miniature, in every individual ; but more of 
this hereafter. We will now view the educational means 
of adapting the boy to his destination by developing 
ini)ral strength of character. 

§ 103. 

One age requires men in order to exisc, another in 
order to subsist ; ours needs both ; and yet education 
dreads nothing more than making boys manly, and, 
where possible, st lives to unman them. Nurseries and 
schoolrooms are like altars in the temples which the 
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Romans dedicated to Pavor and Pallor (pale fear). As 
though the world were now too full of courage, teachers 
ordinarily engraft fear by punishments and actions, but 
only recommend courage by words. Not undertaking, 
but letting alone, receives the victor's crown. 

In Nestor's order of battle* the timid occupied the 
middle ranks; it is so also in our states; and more 
physical courage is found in the highest and lowest ranks 
than the scholar or the schoolmaster usually possesses. 
Hence the latter expects his boys to resemble the Iroquois, 
who think a hare is a deity ; and even endeavours to raise 
them to a place among these gods. The ancients, in their 
veneration for strength, forgot benevolence ; we err in 
the contrary direction. The effeminate teaching-class 
may, however, be excused by its disappointment ; for the 
courage of children, owing to their deficiency in counter- 
balancing prudence, readily turns to rashness and attacks 
teacher and fate.' But let us remember that years do 
indeed increase light but not strength, and that it is 
easier to provide a pilgrim on life's journey with a guide, 
than to restore to him, like a statue, the legs and wings 
which have been removed lest he should run or fly away. 
We will, like wariiors, begin with common courage, and 
proceed upwards to honour. 

§ 104. 

The body is the coat of mail and breastplate of the soul ; 
so let this in the first place be hardened into steel by heat 
and cold. Let every father provide, as well as he can, a 
little gymnastic scl)Ool round his house ; the very street 
in which the boy plays, runs, falls, climbs, and bids 
defiance, is something. Wounds got in the street a'e 
sooner healed and more wholesome than wounds got at 
school, and they teach better how to bear pain. Out 
of the wild English youth there grows a thoughtful 
member of Parliament ; as out of the early Roman robbers 
a virtuous self-sacrificing senate arose. TheE3mans bled 
the rashly brave ; the schoolmaster's rod also lets blood ; 

* Horn. IJ. iv. 297. 
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and the starving method, solitary confinement <fec., pales 
the remainder. So power should ever be weakened, — one 
cannot repeat this too often — but only its counterbalancing 
power strengthened ; in squirrels the upper row of teeth 
often grows painfully long, but only when the lower one 
is lost. A rash twelve-year-old Dreadnought might soon 
enough be made thoughtful ; you need but read through 
with him some anatomical or surgical book , but this 
remedy, like arsenic, is cnly to be used in the most 
desperate cases and in the smallest possible doses. Bodily 
weakness makes mental weakness ; and mental weakness 
leaves deeper, aye, perpetual, traces behind it : the broken 
arm is much sooner cured than the broken heart of a child. 
And, lastly, children are spoiled in two different ways in the 
young sick-room ; the healthy by severity, the sick by weak 
indulgence. Now the sick would be much better served 
by the mental excitement of pictures, little games on the 
pillow and tales, than by physical indulgences. If health 
be the first step to courage, bodily exercise is the second 
against pain. This in modem times is not only abandoned, 
but actually contradicted ; and with us the boy is fastened 
up, not that he may learn but that he may not learn to 
bear it, and that he may at once begin to confess. Detest- 
able method 1 

How can the torture-system of the punishing police so 
far confuse your ideas with regard to education, that you 
do not value the power of mental strength as opposed to 
physical strength, but consider firmness a repetition of the 
denounced fault? This is as egregious a mistake as 
Locke's advice to disgust children with card-playing by 
compelling them to practise it ; for this official change, 
produced by disgust at the compulsory repetition of the 
game, would be a worse disease than that it cured. Must 
we not, in this place, severely attack another error in 
education — a most repulsive one, though concealed by the 
showy paint of custom — it is that of harshly punishing 
children before other children, in order to make them 
a so-called example? For either the child, as a cold 
observer, shares the sentiments of the passionate punisher 
and feels no compassion for the torture-wrung cries of hia 
equal, no disgust at the repulsive sight of the cruelly used 
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victory of the strong over the weak, — and then, indeed, I 
know not what more his heart can lose, — or else the child 
experiences all the pain which the judgment-seat raised in 
the nursery inflicts, and so, as is the case with grown-up 
people at executions, thinks the punishment greater than 
the fault, — and then any advantage to be derived from the 
painful sight is lost; or, lastly, he at once pities and 
comprehends the punishment, and feels the greatest dread 
of such terrible pain, — and then you certainly do secure 
obedience, but you increase fear. " In short, do not inflict 
severe punishments in the presence of children ; be satisfied 
that their invisibility, coupled with what is related of 
them, will secure the advantages without the disadvan- 
tages. 

It would be much more desirable to establish exercises 
in bearing pain, schools of the cross in a stoic sense ; and 
indeed boys themselves have games of a similar nature. 
Formerly in Mexico one child bound his arm to that ot 
another child, and placed a live coal between ; both con- 
tended who should longest bear the burning pain. In 
Montaigne's childhood the nobility considered fencing- 
schools mean because, by their aid, victory no longer de- 
pended solely on courage. The ancient Danes did not 
even wink the eye at wounds in the face.* What was 
formerly attained by whole nations and, consequently, 
was not the gift of birth but of education,— this «urely 
must be sufficiently easy to repeat in individuals. 

A ever make lamentation over a child's hurt, but pass it 
off with a joke. If a little child runs to you to show its 
hurt, let him wait a little before he engages your eye or 
ear, and in the mean time say quietly to him, " I must 
first finish my writing," or " knit off this needle." Or tell 
him to go and fetch you something ; nothing draws the 
thorn from the wound so soon as action • soldiers do not 
feel their wounds in the heat of battle. "My nose is 
bleeding," says the youngest child in a doleful tone. 
'* Oh I look at the pretty red blood, how it drops ; where 
does it come from ? There was none in your little nose 
just now," you say ; and the pain is forgotten in the inquiry 

* Bibliotb^ue universelle, xv. 385 
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— what is internal in what is external. Further : protect 
a child's ear even more carefully than his eye. The ear is 
especially the sense of fear ; hence those animals which 
hear quickly are timid. As harmony holds the heart en- 
tranced in delight, so does the scream of fear in horror. 
An inexplicahle sound is the true night for fear. The eye 
becomes at last reconciled to every monstrous form, if it 
only remain sufficiently long before it ; but the abyss of 
Bound does not become clearer, but more dreadful, by 
continuance. A little girl, to whom the colour of the 
chimney-sweeper had only seemed curious, received the 
first fright in her life from hearing the uninterrupted 
noise of his sweeping. Give therefore to every strange 
noise, such as that of the wind, some merry name. Our 
age is the first that has made it a duty to devise 
rules against that fear which disarms and fetters man- 
kind. In every child there lies, side by side with the 
romantic hope of an infinite Heaven, the equally romantio 
dread of an infinite Orcus. But you hold this Orcus 
dreadfully open before the child if you give this ideal fear 
an object by naming such a thing. The author committed 
this error by saying to his children, in order to prevent 
their hating and fearing soldiers or other people, " Only 
bad men are to be feared.*' Hereby their fear, previously 
scattered over various visible objects, was concentrated in 
the unchanging focus of a single invisible object; and 
they carried this fancied bug-bear with them every where, 
and saw it in every thing. In no emotion of the soul — 
not even in love— does fancy push its creative and ruling 
power so far as in fear. Children, else religiously be- 
lieving all their parents say, anxiously desire the word 
which is to arm them against ghosts, and yet, with that 
very dictum on their lips, succumb to imagination in 
their hearts. Further; children who have long since 
examined, and even themselves made, the object of their 
alarm, — a cloak, for instance, and a hat hung upon a 
stick — ^will yet run away from it with terror. So they 
fear less what has already hurt them than what their 
paretits, either by looks or words, have mentioned with 
tear; a mouse, for instance. Therefore, especially avoid 
^i^ guard against all suddenness of speech, — such as 
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exclaiming in the night, "Look!" or even "Listen'" 
which alarms yet more — and of appearance or action ; for 
in that case the senses do not restrain, but only inflame, 
the fancy, and the reality is wildly confnsed by the ha -ty 
explanation. Thus, alarm during thunderstorms princi- 
pally arises from the rapidity with which the lightning 
momentarily reveals the dark sky to the straining sight. 
If the whole firmament remained one long flash we should 
fear it less. 

Do not merely spare children reading any painful 
stories, but also every verbal description of any unknown 
physical suffering ; for in children of a lively imagination 
mental fear easily springs out of bodily fear, and this — 
which is never considered — even through dreams. These 
gigantic chaotic painters in the mind form, out of the 
little terrors of the day, those monstrous masks of the 
Furies which wake and nourish the fear of ghosts which 
slumbers in every human being. We should attend far 
more to the dreams of children than to those of mature 
persons, especially on account of this difference, — that in 
ours resound the echoes of our childhood ; what then in 
theirs ? — Who has not experienced sudden presentiments, 
an inexplicable and perfectly unexpected fore-taste ot 
approaching good or ill fortune, wafted upon him like 
air from some mountain precipice? Or who in new 
countries, occurrences, or men, has not sometimes found, 
deep within him, a mirror whereon, from old time, these 
very things were darkly pictured and beheld ? And to 
whom, in subsequent dreams and fevers, has not the same 
serpent form, the same mis-shapen tortuous monster, con- 
tinually re-appeared, of which, in his whole remembered 
life, he had beheld no archetype ? Might not these shapes 
be buried remnants of old childhood's dreams which rise 
from the deep, like sea-monsters, in the night ? 

Be careful to conceal your own grief about others' 
necessities or your own. Nothing is more infectious than 
fear and courage ; but the parent's fear is doubled in the 
child ; for where the giant trembles the dwarf must surely 
fall. 

The father especially should never come before hia 
children with a melancholy, penitential faoe, or the ap> 
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{>earance of much suffering, as if there were so much to 
oee in life that he could even lose himself: at most let 
him only point out a gloomy future, but not anxiety con- 
cerning it ; and at least let him have no other copies of 
his lamentations and " liber tristium " than one for his 
wife and friend. Yet the very opposite of this is most 
generally the case. It is in the house (as though every 
barricade and city wall must make people cowardly), in 
some hole in the shore, that the externally armed lobster 
casts his shell ; and it is in the nest with its poor little 
ones that the bold eagle moults, thus permitting them 
only to see its domestic cowardice, not its public courage. 
Eather let every one resemble the pastor Seider, who, in 
reading the newspapers, lamented that of all the printed 
accounts of his sufferings not one was true. 

§ 105. 

Since indifference to actual blows, and disregard of 
anticipated ones, mutually strengthen each other,* I hope 
I may continue to confound them without reproach. 
Courage does not consist in blindly overlooking danger, 
but in meeting it with the eyes open. Therefore do not 
attempt to make boys brave by saying " It will not hurt 
you," — for in that case the sheep would fight as bravely 
as the lion ; — but by saying more truly, *' What is it ? 
Only a hurt." For you may safely reckon on a something 
in the human breast which no wounds can reach, on a 
steadfast celestial axle amon^ the mutable earthly axles ; 
insomuch as man, unlike the beasts, has something more 
than pain to dread. 

There is a courage manifested against the future and 
the imagination, and also a courage manifested against 
the present and the imagination: the one is opposed to 
fear, the other to terror. If there must be the one or the 
other, fear is, for children, preferable to terror, but not so 
for men I If fear, as the Cardinal de Eetz said, enfeeble 
and distort the understanding more than all the other 

* Not however exactly as one might assume ; if a boy only have a 
quick fancy he will fear the wounds of the future whilst he diaregftrdi 
those of the present 
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emotions of the mind, terror entirely destroys it, and puts 
madness in its place. Fear may be imparted so slowly 
and in so carefully measured doses, that it will rather act 
as an incitement than as a poison to thought and reso- 
lution. Whereas terror — whether inspired by sight or 
sound — is a flash of lightning shivering the whole man, 
unarming and slaughtering him at one stroke. Chiarugi * 
shows, on the authority of Giasone, that children who 
have been brought up harshly and kept in order by images 
of terror frequently fall victims to insanity. 

One shock of terror may produce long-lasting fear ; but 
fear cannot give birth to terror, for its imagination, 
dwelling on the future, finds even its present there. 

With the exception of good health, there is no pre- 
servative from terror save acquaintance with its object 
it is produced only by what is new. The bravest may 
be terrified, as the Romans were by elephants, or as the 
bravest modem European might be by some strange 
gigantic beast-like form — dropped out of Jupiter, let us 
suppose — whose poisonous qualities and modes of attack 
he knew not. 

Then arm the young mind against the thunder-storms 
of accident by a lightning conductor T^ich you yourself 
make. The present assembly hall for the sittings of col- 
leges and societies of learned men unfortunately helps 
them to pass through their sitting mode of life and death 
without becoming remarkably brave. It is a significant 
fact, that all important offices are marked by the appendage 
of a seat, — the Bench of judges and of bishops, the Chair 
of divinity, the Stool of prayer, the Seat of instruction, — 
and their reward is Rest in Abraham's bosom, or on the 
Thrones of the twelve apostles. He who sits when attacked 
by an enemy loses his courage, as is shown by every regi- 
ment awaiting an attack: and we run away with our 
heels, where alone the Homeric Achilles was vulnerable. 
But even in modern times the runner would be brave if 
no inimical runner pursued him. No Napoleon could spend 
sufficient money in building golden bridges for a flying 
enemy. 

As a person can be really terrified only once by tho 

* See his work on Insanity, b. i. § 282. 
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same tliiog, I think it possible to spare children the 
reality by sportive representations of alarming circum- 
stanoes. For instance : I go with my little nine-year-old 
Paul to walk in a thick wood. Suddenly three blackened 
and armed ruffians rush out and fall upon us, because I 
had hired them for the adventure with a small thieves' 
premium the day before. We two are only provided with 
fiticks, but the band of robbers are armed with swords 
and a pistol without bullets. Here nothing is of use but 
presence of mind and resolution. One is opposed to three 
(for Paul must be reckoned as nothing, though I call upon 
him to fight) ; but because I turn away the pistol so that 
it may miss me, and strike the dagger out of one of the 
thieves' hand with my stick, and seize upon it to attack 
the third, I hope that the ruffianly troop may be van- 
quished and put to flight by one honest man with his son's 
help. We pursue the routed army for a little distance, 
but soon desist as many stray shots are fired ; and I main- 
tain a constant derision of the enemy's line, — which, like 
an orderly book-shelf, only shows the backs — so that even 
my little ally can conclude for himself how much courage 
alone is superior to numbers, especially of' villains, who, 
according to all experience, are seldom brave. But (I add 
in this second edition) all such games are of doubtful 
advantage, because of their falsity ; and only by repetition 
can they altogether lose the evils attendant even on a 
fright which ends in nothing. A great many tales of 
victorious courage are, perhaps, better means of arousing 
and strengthening that virtue. 

Other " cloak and dagger pieces," as Bouterwek tells 
us the Spaniards call their intriguing comedies, might 
be tried advantageously in the night, in order to bring 
the fancies, inspired by a belief in ghosts, to common 
every-day light ; at the same time 1 admit that there is 
always a deep-seated fear of this kind, which only God, 
or the next world, can thoroughly remove. Even the 
fear of storms cannot be altogether eradicated, at least by 
reasoning ; the tranquillity, or, still better, the cheerful- 
ness of grown-up persons during them is the best cure. 
Since what is uncommon is most dreaded it may perhaps 
be numbered among the few advantages of a town-eduoa* 
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tion, that in it the eye and ear of a child Income in- 
different to more objects than they can do in a village. 
In nothing, fear itself scarcely excepted, does a man make 
BTich rapid advances as in courage. Night marches, the 
alliance of many boys — for company increases courage as 
well as fear — and finally the histories of true heroes, such 
as Charles XII. of Sweden, rivet the shield of courage 
more and more firmly on the breast. 

§ 106. 

Permit me still to add a few ingredients to the tonic 
medicines of manliness, ere I pass to the mental means of 
strengthening it. The following reflections may stand in 
the same relation as branches to the top of a tree. 

What, from the Fakeer to the martyrs of Christianity, 
of love, of duty, and to those who sacrificed their lives for 
liberty, has vanquished pain, opinion, desire, torture V — 
( >ne Kuling Idea in the heart. Implant, then, in the boy 
some such living idea, were it but that of honour, and he 
is fit to become a man. Every fear may be overcome by 
placing it clearly before him. 

Every child pictures to himself some position, some 
trade, as the work- and sorrow-dwelling of life , and some 
other (usually his father's) as the look-out spot or 
belvidere of hope. Take from him these erroneous charts 
of heaven and hell, which, like warrants of arrest, disarm 
and render him the prisoner of fear and of desire. Bring 
him — not by dead listening, but by living observation — to a 
knowledge of the happiness of the most various conditions, 
so that he may look upon life as on the level ground of a 
pleasure encampment, where even the slave has pitched 
his tent. It is much more important that a child should 
not causelessly dread and avoid any condition, however 
gloomy, than that he should not hopefully desire and 
labour after any, even the most brilliant ; for hope leaves 
us more understanding and more happiness than fear. 
In order to extract from the tear-press of compassion some 
feeling and pence for a beggar, you choose to crush a 
power which could sustain itself on the beggar's pallet ! 
What elso do you do than cause the little shocked creature 



822 JEAN PAUL FRIEDRICH RICHTER. f FKAG. \h 

to prefer making a hundred beggars in after life, to being 
one himself, and perhaps giving something to some other ? 
Always let oneness of purpose rule over a boy : he wanted, 
perhaps, to have, or to do, some certain thing ; oblige him, 
then, to take or to do it. And never command any thing 
twice. 

Kaise up in him by every possible means the conception 
of a higher tribunal than that of feeling. If he desire any 
forbidden thing, do not move it further from but rather 
nearer to him, so that he may overcome that desire by 
the sense of duty. Place your command simply before 
him, without any attractive concomitants which may 
make it seem lighter than it is; for, by this delicate 
concealment of the rule, chance, which accustoms to 
nothing, is made master. The manner in which the 
command is obeyed is of infinitely more importance than 
the mere fulfilment of it. Neither veil a refusal, as 
mothers are too apt to do; perpetual concealments are 
impossible. Why will you not spare yourself by a plain 
No, and accustom your boy to cheerful resignation? 
Quiet submission to arbitrary despotism weakens the 
character, but to necessity strengthens it ; be then a fate 
to your child I A child's obedience, without other con- 
sideration, can be of no advantage to himself, for how if 
he obeyed all the world ? But it is the motive to it, as 
reverential loving trust, and the perception of necessity, 
which ennobles him. Those who are obedient only from 
fear become mechanical automata, hypocri+es, flatterers, 
and are totally ungovernable when behind the back of 
their drivers. 

You bend (or break) the young mind if, before the age 
of insight into political inequalities, you teach it to pay 
other respect than what is due to every human being and 
to age ; unfettered by order-ribbons, blind to stars and 
gold, let the child regard both the servant and the 
master of his father with equal respect. A child is by 
nature a Diogenes to every Alexander, and a gentle 
Alexander to every Diogenes ; let him continue so ; never 
let enervating humility towards rank approach him. 

Only great objects can worthily occupy a boy's heart ; 
and what, except knowledge, can fill it better than the 
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love of his count rj*, even thongh broken in the diamond- 
mortar of the present age ? This holy flame should be 
fanned in all schools, but certainly not after the method 
of Tyrtaeus, that is, by enthusiasm for a decrepit and 
justly fallen state, but by inspiration of the " Hermann's 
Battle " and " Order of Fire " of Klopstock. However, I 
scarcely expect this from the old humanists, who, in great 
poems, take most pleasure in that which is most palatable 
in the elephant — the feet. 

No science has so many teachers as the science of 
happiness, or pleasure ; as if this had not already planted 
its throne in the hearts of cats, vultures and, in short, of 
all other beasts. Will you then teach what the beasts 
know ? Shall the human mind, like a Centaur, enter the 
world of mind with a body bearing the marks of the 
spur ? For what reason— save a bad one — are the selfish 
excesses of children more indulged than those which 
display obstinacy, the love of eating more than the love 
of quarrelling, as if the teeth for tearing and those for 
chewing were not equally important? If you seek to 
inspire reverence for pure Worth, Justice, and Eeligion by 
any other means than the simple forms of these children 
of God, — were it merely by showing as an appendage some 
advantage thence derivable to the animal propensities, 
instead of teaching that they are due sacrifices to those 
goddesses, — then have you sullied the pure spirit, and 
made it little and hypocritical. You, like the cold north, 
have suffered the lions of the south to shrivel up into cats, 
its crocodiles into lizards. 

If life is a battle, let the teacher be a poet, who may 
animate the boy to meet it with needful songs. Ac- 
custom him to regard his future, not as a path from 
pleasures (though innocent) to other pleasures : nor even 
as a gleaning, from spring time to harvest, of flowers and 
fruits ; but as a time in which he must execute some long 
plan : in short, let him aim at a long course of activity, 
not of pleasure. Enjoyment soon wearies both itself and 
us ; eflfort, never. That man is happy, for instance, who 
devotes his life to the cultivation of an island, to thd 
discovery of one that is lost, or of the extent of the ocean. 
In London it is he who waa bom rioh, not he who has 

T 2 
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made himself rich^ that commits suicide; and, on the 
other side of the picture, it is not the poor m^n, but he 
who has become poor, that kills himself. The miser 
grows old enjoying rather than wearied of life ; but the 
heir who comes into possession of his active gains sinks 
into ennui. So I would rather be the court gardener who 
watches and protects an aloe for fifteen years, until at 
last it opens to him the heaven of its blossom, than the 
prince who is hastily called to look at the opened heaven. 
ITie writer of a dictionary rises every morning like the 
sun to move past some little star in his zodiac ; a new 
letter is to him a new years festival, the conclusion of the 
old one a harvest-home; and, since after each capital 
letter the whole alphabet follows successively, the author 
on his paper may perhaps frequently celebrate on one 
and the same day a Sunday, a Lady-day, and a Crispin's 
holiday. 

Do not fear the rise of the sentiment of honour, which 
is nothing worse than the rough husk of self-esteem, or 
the expanded covers of the tender wings which elevate 
above the earth and its flowers. But, to raise and en- 
noble that honour of the individual into honour of the 
race, and that again into honour for the worth of mind, 
never praise him who has gained a prize, but those who 
rank below him ; give the honourable title, not as a dis- 
tinction for the steps which have been mounted, but as 
a notification of neighbourhood to what is higher ; and, 
lastly, let your praise afford more pleasure because you 
are pleased than the enjoyment of the distinction gives. 

§ 107. 

If man resemble iron in his strength, he also, bj the 
inflammability of his passions, resembles that metal in 
connection with sulphur, at whose touch the hot bar of 
iron dissolves in drops. Does mere passion give strength ? 
As certainly as a Parisian revolution gives freedom, or a 
comet bright comet-lighted nights ; only they pass away 
again. The most powerful men of antiquity, the rulers 
or judges of their age, and the examples of all other 
ages, ever sprung from the Stoic school; passions served 
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them only as supports during storms, Hv t m the ooam of 
a balance ! 

As with the strength, so it is with the light which 
passions, according to the declaration of Helvetius, ought 
to throw upon their objects ; it is, forsooth, just as Cha- 
teaubriand says, that in storms rocks shine with the foam 
of the waves, and so warn off ships : — very dear, and very 
changeful, light-houses ! 

Admit your boy, then, as much as possible into the 
Stoic school; and that less by instruction than by the 
example of true Stoics of all ages. But that he may not 
mistake the Stoic for a lethargic Dutchman, or even a 
stupid savage, let him see that the true inner fire of the 
breast glows most intensely in those men who manifest 
through life a steadfast will, and not, like the slaves 
of passion, various isolated ebullitions and desires : and 
name to him such men as Socrates and Cato, who were 
animated by a constant, but therefore tranquil, inspiration. 

§ 108. 

This steadfast volition, which tranquillises every mental 
tumult, does not presuppose any mere single object, but 
the grand final aim of life— a high ideal — which is the 
central sun of all its revolutions. It serves, therefore, to 
produce a brave or great life ; not a great or brave indi- 
vidual action : of this, indeed, every weakling is capable. 
And so it never presents the spectacle of a lonely moun- 
tain, though there are such upon the earth, but it resembles 
those continuous chains of mountain-like clouds we see in 
the sky. 

An unchanging will can only aim at what is universal, 
at what is divine, be it freedom, or religion, or science, or 
art. The more divided the will is, the more is it liable to 
be disturbed by the outer world. As man — in opposition 
to the beasts, which only apprehend the single individuals 
presented to their senses — extends and resolves the known 
world into various species, and his thoughts into categories, 
so does the ideal concentrate the desires in one general 
all-embracing effort. 

ThiA i*leal can be imparted by no education — for it is 



326 JEAN PAUL FRIEDBICH RIOHTER. [PRAG. VI, 

our very inmost self — but it must be presupposed, and so 
maybe animated by all. Life is kindled only by life; 
and the highest life can only be called into existence in a 
child by example, whether present or historical, or, which 
unites both, by poetry. 

The present living time cannot so easily pnrchase, or 
find, great men as little tin figures for children. • But the 
distant history of the universe can furnish them to us:— 
we need but call to mind the soul-stirring contempt of 
life displayed in wars for freedom which would have 
immortalised Plutarch, had he been its historian, as cer- 
tainly as his ancient heroes ; — ^but it has found no Plu- 
tarch. Greatness, if not misrepresented, is yet forgotten ; 
and so, in the midst of the best present time, we yet need 
the mighty past, as birds of passage do the moonshine, to 
fly into warm countries. Parents and teachers and a few 
acquaintances are, unfortunately, placed before the growing 
boy instead of the saints' images of the ideal — bad and 
useless ! A lawgiver, or any man, who daily in the child's 
presence changes from dressing gown to dress coat, can 
never arouse that purest sentiment (such Chateaubriand 
considers wonder) in whose heights all the istars of the 
child's ideal move and shine» If children must pass behind 
the light of fair examples, why, why, should you give 
thom gloomy instead of glorious ones ? 

But Clio, the Muse of the past, stands by you, and 
calls her father Apollo to her assistance. Only fill the 
boy's mind with the glorified world of heroies, with 
lovingly painted pictures of great men of every kind, 
and his in-born ideal will not first be called to life in the 
midst of that work-a-day ideal which also sleeps in every 
one. 

So let every poetic ideal shine free and bright before 
him ; his eye will not thereby be blinded to two greater 
ideals, — to that which his own conscience commandts hini 
to be, and to the idea of God. 

The educator, Campe, rightly recommends the illumined 
hemisphere of the present human race to be turned towards 
children : but certainly not that they may thereby learn 
patience towards the mediocre— impatience were better — 
but that the glory of the world, supposing it to oome fi ooi 
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dew-drope rather than jewels, may shine through their 
morning. What I consider dangerous— even more dan- 
gerous than the representation of man-devils,* as every 
child daily hears of their hellish master without injury — 
is, laying mixed characters before them from which to 
select those worthy of imitation ; you might as well 
set a child to imitate his own similarly mixed nature. 
What else does a boy learn from that many-godded con- 
federation-morality but to apply the easy balance 
between victory and defeat to himself? You might 
also apply much more closely the Gospel doctrine of 
forbearance towards human infirmities — namely, towards 
his own. 

Much that is very plausible, and very prolix, will be 
urged against this idealisation of youth by pedagogic 
elephant hunters, who hunt down what is great in order 
to have it tame, serviceable, and toothless in their stables. 
" All this is very fine, but only fit for the world of 
romance. What can come out of such excessive straining 
of the young mind but a vain contemplation and useless 
opposition to the real world, by which, nevertheless, he 
must live, and which could scarcely be directed by the 
dreams of a visionary, or of a beardless boy? There are,, 
to use the language of novel writers, neither Phoenixes 
nor Basilisks, but there are common land and water birds. 
In short, the young man must go forth into the world, 
as the old man has done, and learn to forget his empty 
giant images. Here again the middle is the right course ; 
that is to say, the youth may be told that men may 
possibly become so and so ; however, one must not be 
too critical if they do not, but live for the state in which 
one lives : and again, that those ideal notions are only 
of value and use in so far as they manifest those qualities 
in connection with the available reality ; so, in a really 
allegorical sense, every scholar in Zurich, be he professor 

"' Yet this should be but rare ; for it is dangerous even to think of 
the deeper crimes ; but this granted, a child beholds without injury 
(tor example) the worst, but to him already known, degrees of hatred, 
murder, &c. ; hut unheard of forms of murder do him harm, f>r the 
more strangely they horrify him, so much tlie more do they make him 
familiar with the small uprisings of emotion. 
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'f divinity, law, or pedagogy, must yet be enrolled 
member of some guild, that of the shoemakei s, weavers, 
or s<»me other trade. And only thus, and not otherwise, 
can citizens be given to their country worthy of their 
parents and teachers." 

That last I admit. But, good heavens! would you, 
then, help to weaken what the age and the world weaken 
without your aid ? You really act as if from after years, 
from the valley of life, gradual elevation, instead of 
depression, were to be expected, and men had not to issue 
forth and hasten over. Should you not treat the eyes 
of the mind at least as carefully as those of the body, 
before which at lirst you place the concave glasses w^hich 
diminish in the smallest possible degree, because after- 
wards their use necessitates such as are more concave and 
diminish more? The worst that you labour to avoid 
is only that the youth should exalt some reality into 
his ideal ; but the still worse thing that you endeavour 
to effect is, that he should darken and incorporate his 
ideal with reality. Oh ! there is enough of that without 
you. The ripe sunflower no longer turns its heavy seed- 
laden head towards the sun. The Ehine soon finds its 
plain, through which it creeps with no glittering water- 
falls, and bears its burdens to Holland. What is all the 
gain the young soul can obtain from the avoidance of 
a few false steps, compared with the tremendous loss of 
the holy fire of youth, of its high-soaring wings, its great 
plans, without which it creeps as nakedly into cold 
narrow life as most men creep out of it ? How can life 
ripen without the ideal glow of youth, or wine without 
its August ? The best that men have done, if it have 
come in the late season of life, has been but a late-growing 
seed which the tree of life in their childhood's paradise 
has borne ; it is like the realised dreams of their youth. 
Have you never seen how a man has been governed and 
conducted thoughout life by the one god-like image of 
his spring time r* With what else than the bread-cart of 
clever selfishness would you replace this guiding Pole- 
star ? Finally : what is the one thing needful to men ? 
Certainly not the strength of the sacrifices to what is 
best — for let a God but ouce appear in reality, or, as in 
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France, a Goddess (liberty), and man willingly divtists 
himself of every thing human which the divinity does 
not require: — but man needs something other than 
strength; faith in, and contemplation of, a Deity who 
merits human sacrifices of a nobler kind. Men would 
show themselves as Gods under the visible leadership 
of a God. But if you expel that ideal from the heart, 
there vanish with it, temple, altar, sacrifice, and every 
thing. 



CHAPTER II. 

TRUTHFULNESS. 
§ 109. 



Truthfulness — I mean the fact of speaking trath 
intentionally, and even to the injury of self — is less 
a branch than a blossom of man's moral strength of 
character. Weaklings must lie, hate it as much as they 
may. One threatening look drives them into the midst 
of sin's net. The diflference between the present and 
the middle age consists less in the existence of injustice, 
cruelty and lust — for these, especially the las^ were 
abundant enough before the discovery of America — than 
in the want of truthfulness. The first sin on the earth — 
happily the devil was guilty of it on the tree of know- 
ledge — was a lie ; and the last will surely be a lie too. 
The world is punished for the increase of truths by the 
decrease of truthfulness. 

§ 110. 

Lying, that devouring cancer of the inner man, is more 
severely judged and defined by the feeling of nations, 
than by philosophers. The Greeks, who suffered their 
gods to commit as many crimes with impunity as theii 
present representatives, the gods of the earth, do, yei 
condemned them for perjury — that root and quintessence 
of a lie — to pass a vear jf iifelessness under the ground 
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in Tartarus, and then to endure nine years of torments. 
The ancient Persian taught his child ntjthing in the 
whole c Tcle of morality but truthfulness. The gram- 
matic resemblance of his language to the German beauti- 
.'\illy shows also the moral resemblance of the people. 
Anton* tells us that lying is originally derived from 
to lie, t. e. to be prostrate, probably in reference to the 
abject slave who dare raise neither body nor mind. Lying 
and stealing, (which, as an acted lie, deprives of honoup 
though murder does not) and a box on the ear, which the 
ancient German dreaded more than a wound, are brought 
into close connection by our language in its proverbs: 
and our near relatives, the English, know of no more 
abusive epithet than liar. The German tournaments 
were closed to the liar as well as the murderer.f I grant, 
however, that in the greatest of all tournaments, war, 
the greatest lying opened the lists of knightly exercise in 
war to a prince with whom no true treaty or peace coidd 
be made. 

Can this abhorrence of false words be merely grounded 
on the violation of mutual rights and confidence, and the 
injury arising from broken contracts ? It is contradicted 
by the fact that we more readily pardon lying actions 
than lying words. Action, mimicry and silence lie far 
oftener than the tongue, which men endeavour as long as 
possible to preserve pure from the hateful perpetration of 
a lie, the plague-spot of the inner man. Heavens ! ara 
we not already accustomed, without knowing it, to innu- 
merable fictions of law and of poetry — to political secret 
articles, mesne tenures, vice-men, masters of ceremonies, 
comedians and rehearsals of comedies, false hair, false 
teeth, false calves, and many other things of a similar 
kind ; and yet are we thereby in the smallest degree less 
shocked when a man utters a deliberate lie ? What de- 
ceptions there are everywhere, from the otherwise lie- 
hating London, where three-fourths of the current-money 
is false,! to Pekin, where wooden hams are sold wrapped 
up in pig*s skin ! § Since an honourable soldier and 

♦ History of the German Nation, i. 66. 

t Schmidt's History of the Germans, vol. iv. 

X Colquhoun. § Grosier. 
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gentleman is less ashamed of a fraud and a bankruptcy 
than of a lie, at the bare reproach of which he will shoot 
himself— and since men of the world, and even moralists, 
permit themselves ambiguity of action rather than an 
actual lie — and since, finally, no blush is caused by any 
sin so burning as that produced by a lie — can words be 
something higher than deeds, the tongue than the hand ? 
These questions cannot be perfectly answered by the 
mimic ambiguity of actions, compared with the simplicity 
of speech ; for actions are not always ambiguous, and men 
will often consider before speaking decidedly, when they 
would not before acting. Men are not ashamed to under- 
mine and bear ill-will towards other men, but they are 
ashamed openly to tell a lie. 

§ 111. 

What is it that makes it so unholy ? It is this : two 
individual beings are stationed with regard to each other 
as upon diflferent islands, and locked up within prison-bars 
of the bones, and behind the curtain of the skin. Mere 
motion shows me only life, but not its internal cause. The 
animated eye of a Eafifaelle's Madonna often speaks to us 
from the canvas, which yet houses no mind ; wax figures 
are hollow; and the ape, our mocking image, is dumb. 
In what glorified form, then, does the human soul re- 
veal it«elfy In speech only; in reason thus made man; 
in this audible freedom. I speak of universal innate 
language, without which all its peculiarities, such as 
modes of verbal expression, were neither comprehensible 
nor possible. Since instinct and mechanism can imitate 
all other signs of life, it is by speech only that the freedom 
of the creative thinker in a free world of thought is re- 
vealed to another ; and this herald and ambassador (Bath- 
kol) * of freedom lays the foundations of morality by 
announcing individuals, like kings, to one another. The 
fetters of the tongue are the fetters of the soul ; and there 
are no customs save the customs of language. The testa- 

* Batli-kol, Hebrew, " Daughter of the Voice,** which is to say, the 
Divine revelation after the cessation of the revelation through the 
prophets. 
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ment of the soul is opened by the mouth, and its last will 
made known. It is by the present conversion of mobile 
speech into quiet writing and painting, by this strict 
imprisonment, of the breath of the soul, that both the 
power of language and the blackness of a lio are visibly 
diminished. JFor, since every thing is but a sign, it follows 
that every sign can be again signified even to infinity. 

But now if a fellow-being, another living soul, come to 
me and utter a deliberate lie, how annihilating ! His soul 
has fled away from me and left but its fleshly house 
behind ; what he then says, since it is not the soul which 
speaks, is as meaningless as the wind which, with all its 
howling, expresses no pain. A word often effaces or 
explains an action ; but the reverse scarcely ever occurs. 
It must be a long course of action which "will remove the 
thorn from one word, or restore the trusted use of the 
tongue. The whole enchanted palace of a man's thoughts 
is rendered invisible by the single blast of a lie, for one 
lie is the mother of all lic^. What can I say to him who 
is, or carries about with him, his own talking machine, 
and may have thoughts quite different from those he 
sounds on his machine? Moreover, he gives me — what 
is no partial but a universal injury — instead of my soul, 
a machine ; instead of my truths, falsehoods ; and breaks 
clown the bridge of mind, or at least converts it into a 
1 ridge which he can let down for himself, but draw up 
against others. 

§ 112. 

And now back to our dear children I During the first 
five years they say neither what is true, nor what is false 
— they merely talk. Their talking is thinking aloud; 
and since the one half of thought is frequently a yes, and 
the other a no, and both escape them (though not us), they 
seem to lie when they are merely talking to themselves. 
Further : at first they find great pleasure in exercising 
their new art of speech, and so they often talk nonsense 
Only for the sake of hearing their acqidsitions in language. 
They frequently do not understand some word that you 
have said — little children, for instance, often confuse to- 
day, to-morrow, yesterday, as well as numbers and degreea 
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of comparison, and bo give rather a mistaken than a false 
reply. Again, they use their tongues more in sport than 
earnest, as may be seen in the long discourses they hold 
with their puppets, as a minister or an author does with 
his ; and they easily apply this sportive talking to living 
people. Children always fly to the warm sunny side of 
nope ; if the bird or the dog have gone away, they will 
say, without any further reason, It will come back again. 
And, since they cannot altogether separate their hopes, 
that is their fancies, from copies or truths, their own self- 
deception assumes the appearance of a lie. For instance, 
a truth-speaking little girl related to me frequent appear- 
ances of the infant Christ,* and what he had said, drme, 
&c. It is worthy of consideration whether children, when 
they poetise a lie, do not often relate remembered dreams, 
which must necessarily be confounded by them with real 
occurrences. To this class belongs that talkative teazing 
and joking f often seen in eight or ten year old boys, 
which arises from superabundance of animal spirits. 

In all these cases, whan the form of a lie is not to be 
shown in any dark glass, say merely, — " Don't talk non- 
sense, speak seriously.*' 

Finally, an untruth about what is to come is often 
confounded with an untruth about what has happened. 
Now if, in the case of grown-up men, we do not consider 
the breach of an ofl&cial oath, having reference to the 
future only, equally culpable with the black perjury which 
relates to the past, we should in a still greater degree 
in the case of children, before whose little ken time and 
space are magnified and to whom a day is as inscrutable 
as a year to us, clearly distinguish between the untruth- 
fulness of promises and the untruthfulness of statements. 
{Something very different, and much worse, is the narra- 
tive-lie which seeks to gain some future thing by lying. 

Truthfulness, which would offer even a bloody sacrifice 

* The infant Christ is, in Germany, feigned to be the sender of the 
presents which adorn the Christmas tree. — Trans. 

t For the true liar seldom jokes, and the true wit does not lie, from 
the sharp open Swift back to Erasmus, who even experienced a 
physical antipathy to a liar, as also to fish. — Pabayicini, Singularia dt 
Viris Claris,, Cent, it 38. 
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iio its word as its word, is a godlike blossom on an earthly 
plant ; therefore, it is not the first but the last virtue 
in order of time. The simple savage is full of deceit, 
both in words and actions ; the peasant, under the in- 
fluence of some trifling danger, will tell a lie about what 
is past ; but he considers it dishonourable to tell a pro- 
spective lie, and keeps his word. And yet you can 
require in a child, whom you have yet to educate, the 
last and noblest fruits of truth ? How much you err is 
proved by the fact, that lying children — all other circum- 
stances being equal — have grown up into truthful men : 
I appeal to the Eousseau's ribbon-lie of every conscience. 

There are, however, two decided lies with regard to 
the two times ; — no other lies are possible than either 
those which look forward to the future or backward to 
the past. The first is seen when the child endeavours 
to secure himself some booty by lying words or deeds; 
•the second, when he denies, through fear, his own actiona 

What is to be done in both these circumstances ? 

§ 113. 

What is to be done before they occur? That is the 
question. 

The child, blinded and, as it were, imprisoned by his 
own existence, acquires his first knowledge of morality 
by observing others ; and only perceives the hatefulness 
of a heard lie, not of one spoken by himself. Show him, 
then, the lofty throne of truthfulness in others, compared 
with the abyss of their falsehood ; be what 3-ou de.sire 
him to be ; and frequently repeat that you do even the 
nn'st indifferent things because you had previously said 
you would. It has a powerful effect on the little heart 
if he occasionally hear his father, who seems to him 
a kind of free universal monarch, complain ; — but mark, 
it must only be in true cases, for truthfulness in the child 
cannot grow at the expense of truthfulness in the parents 
— that, for instance, he would rather not go out with him, 
but, having promised to do so, he must now unwillingly 
keep his word. 

If the child have promised something, remind bim 
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frequently of it as tho time approaches, but without using 
other words than " you said so," and at last compel him 
to the performance. But iF he have done something, yon 
cannot be too sparing in your inquiries, which may easily 
l)ecome so painful. The younger the child is the fewer 
questions you ought to ask, the more ought you to seem 
all-knowing or remain ignorant. Do you not consider 
that you apply a fierj' trial, such as Huss and other 
' martyrs have endured, to children— to whom a threaten- 
ing father is a penal judge, a prince and a fate, his ro(l 
a Jove's thunderbolt, and the next questioning moment 
an eternity of hellish torments — when, by your concealed 
anger and the prospect of punishment after confession, 
you place them in the dangerous position of choosing 
whether they shall obey instinct or an idea ? To truth 
belongs freedom ; the criminal stands without fetters 
during trial ; and man, the reverse of Proteus, speaks the 
truth when free. The more free the education, the more 
truthful is the child. All truth-loving ages and nations, 
from the German to the British, have been free ; lying 
China is a prison, and romanizare (romancing) meant 
lying when the Komans were slaves. 

At the same time do not let the remission of punish- 
ment be the incitement and reward of truth ; an act of 
indemnity which can as little make the child good and 
true as escaped suffering the unpunished thief. If you 
must inquire, use affectionate words, and apply to the 
lie the pain you would spare the child. 

But if a lie be proved against the child, solemnly utter 
the judgment '* guilty of lying," with a shocked tone and 
look, with all the horrror due to this sin against nature 
.and the Holy Ghost, and inflict the punishment. The 
only punishments I would permit for lying are such as 
affect the honour, and can be removed as solemnly, suddenly 
and completely as inflicted, so as not to lose their effect 
by gradual diminution. The Iroquois blacken the faces 
of those who celebrate their heroes with lying songs. The 
Siamese sew up the lips of lying women, as if they were 
wounds. I have nothing to say against the blackening; 
on the contrary, I have myself occasionally punished a lie 
severely by marking a spot of ink on the brow, which 
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was not to be washed off witHont permission, and which 
eat dee])ly into the conscience. But I am more in favoar 
of the biamese plan of closing the lips, I mean of forbidding 
s^ieaking to those who have spoken wickedly. The same 
principle which led the ancient Germans to cut ont the 
tongues of the Roman advocates sends the misused member, 
which serves the mind worse than the stomach, into the 
convent of La Trappe. J think this punishment which 
petrifies the tongue, as Paul did the serpent at Malta, is 
juster, lighter and more definite than that which Koussean 
and Kant would inflict on a lying child ; namely, not to 
believe him for a time, which only means to seem not 
to believe him. For in this case the judge himself lies 
during the punishment for lying : and will not the little 
culprit arrive at the knowledge of this pretence by his 
consciousness of speaking the truth ? Moreover, how and 
when will you make the necessary return from disbelief 
to confidence? At the same time, Kant's punishment 
may occasionally have a beneficial tendency in the case uf 
grown-up daughters. 

Never tell any child under six years old to conceal 
anything, even though it were a pleasure you were 
planning for some one you love. The clear sky of child- 
like open-heartedness must not be covered even by the 
morning glow of shame ; and your instructions will soon 
teach him to add secrets of his own to yours. The heroic 
virtue of silence requires for its practice the powers of 
ripening reason. Eeason teaches us to be silent; the 
heart teaches lus to speak. 

For this and other reasons I consider it wrong, at least 
for the first five years, to forbid a child to ask for any 
thing ; especially if the mother append the poisonous sugar 
of a promise to ^ive it afterwards. For, are wishes sins? 
or is the confession of a wish a sin ? During the silence 
attached to the gift will not a longing for enjoyment and 
reward, and the power of dissimulation, be maintained and 
fostered ? And is it not much easier to give an entire 
refusal after the short question than after the long wait- 
ing .•' This mistaken command arises from the maternal 
inability to utter an immediate and decisive " no." 

Do not dospisie all kinds of little helps. For instanoe, 
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do not press the child for an immediate answer; a lie 
easily escapes from haste, and must then be supported by 
another. Give him a little time for reflection before he 
speak. Further, remember in your most indifferent pro- 
mises and declarations — and all the more because they are 
indifferent to you — that children have a better memory than 
you about all things, but especiall}'- for and against you, 
and that you must protect them from the dangerous appear- 
ance of your own innocent over-hasty untruthfulness. 

The author has occasionally asked himself whether 
children's sense of truth may not be injured by the acting 
of charades and little comedies. Besides the necessary 
excitement of instant creation, children's charades have 
also this advantage over children's comedies, — that mere 
charades are only a higher imitation of the puppet games 
which children, even at an earlier age, played extempore 
with their dolls and their companions without any injury 
to truthfulness ; as if, even then, they would take refuge 
from the cold winds of real life behind the shelter of 
imaginary life. In charades the child lives, — at onco 
poet and player — in a strange character, it is true, but 
still not in a borrowed one, and uttering the words 
prompted by the eager moment. In plays he coldly learns 
by heart the representation (simulatio) of a character and 
certain words, in order afterwards to give a livel}' repre- 
sentation of both. Truth has also this advantage in cha- 
rades ; that the child must at all events reply from his 
own mind to the changing questions of the time ; whereas, 
in a learnt comedy, he brings with him every answer 
prepared for weeks. And since even great actors do not 
consider the advantage to be gained by pure universal 
human nature, without regard to artistic effect, as the 
matter of chief importance, we should exempt children 
from an exercise in which the advantage is more doubtful 
than the injury. 

Our ancestors magnified every lie into perjury by 
always pointing out to children the universal presence 
of God : and why should not this warning, which converts 
every promise into an oath and doubles the sin while 
rendering it more difficult of commission to a conscience 
alive to the Divinity, be still Jield up to children ? 

I. z 
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Finally, since truthfulness, as a conRcions virtue and 
sacrifice, is tho blossom, nay, the pollen, of the whole 
moral growth, it can only grow with its growth, and open 
when it has reached its height. You have only to keep 
away weeds while you give it freedom, save it from over- 
powering temptations, and forbid all soul-bending customs 
(kuoIi as obliging a child to return thanks for a whipping, 
and to make compliments to btrangers). 



CHAPTER nL 

EDUCATION OF THE AFFECTIONS. 
§ 114. 

I bAiD, in the hundred-and-first section, that love is the 
second hemisphere of the moral world, that it turns to 
what is external, as honour does to what is internal, and 
so forth. The holy essence of love has been fathomed 
neither by the fraternity of novelists who, like selfish 
women, mingle regard to self with the beloved object, 
nor by merely intellectual philosophers, who view its 
depth partly as an instinct utterly without and below 
their categorical imperative (law of morals), and partly 
as mere justice, a kind of rational regard ; to such men 
love and poetry seem a pair of superfluous wings dis- 
figuring the useful arms behind which they are placed. 
Only Plato, Hemsterhuis, Jacobi, Herder, and a few like 
them, have brought to the love of wisdom (philosophy) 
the wisdom of love. He who called love the positive law 
of morality, will at least not be condemned by one great 
man — by Jesus Christ, the founder of the first religion of 
love in the midst of a Judaism inimical to all other 
nations, and an age inimical to philanthropy. But the 
essence of love — this all-sustaining deity, the true divine 
unity of all, in which the individual soul feels mora 
than it comprehends — demands another place for exa- 
mination^ 
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§ 115. 

Love is an innate, but variously apportioned, power 
and warmth of the heart ; there are cold and warm blooded 
souls as well as bodies. Many are born knights of the 
Love of their neighbour,* as Montaigne ; many are armed 
neutrals against humanity Whether this power be a 
holy burning bush, or only a single kindling spark, edu- 
cation must care for it in two ways, by protecting and by 
developing it. 

By protecting it I mean this. The child begins with 
selfishness which afi'ccts us as little as that of animals; 
because the soul, darkly hidden under its various wants, 
cannot yet feel its way to another, but incorporates others, 
so to speak, with itself. In so far the child finds nothing 
lifeless without, any more than within, itself; it spreads 
its soul as a universal soul over every thing. A little 
girl of two years old — and all children do the same — 
personified other things than those I mentioned in the 
earlier part of this work : she said, for instance, of the 
door which was opened, " It wants to go out." — " I will 
kiss my hand to the spring." — " Is the moon good ? and 
does it never cry ? " This animation of all lifeless things, 
which is peculiar to children, is another reason why we 
should restrain them from ever harshly alluding to an 
inanimate object. 

§ 116. 

Love in the child, as in the animal, exists as an instinct ; 
and this central fire frequently, but not always, breaks 
through its outer crust in the form of compassion. A 
child is often indifferent, not merely to the sufferings of 
animals and to those of persons unconnected with himselt 
(except when the cry of pain finds an echo in his own 
heart), but even to those of relatives. Innocent children 
will frequently find pleasure in standing on the place 
where another is to be punished. A second observation, 
founded on experience, is, that boys, when approaching 

* The order of knighthood fo which I allude, was founded by the 
Queen of Oharles III. of Spain. 

£ 2 
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near to manhood, show the least affection, the most love 
of teasing, the greatest destructiveness, the most selfish- 
ness and cold-heartedness ; just as the coldnesis of the 
night increases twofold shortly before the rising of the 
sun. 

But the sun comes, and warms the world ; the super- 
abundance of power becomes love : the strong stem enclosee 
and protects the pith; the teasing lad becomes the 
affectionate young man. The other observation of childish 
heartlessness, recorded above, vanishes in the veiy 
opposite quality of tenderness, so soon as the visible pain 
of the culprit, by its increase, affects the child; every 
fresh wound makes a tearful eye. 

Consequently, there is not so much need to ingraft the 
buds of affection, as to remr *e the moss and briars of 
selfishness which hide them from the sun. Every body 
would gladly show affection, might he or dared he but do 
it. Wherever a pulse beats, a heart reposes in the back 
ground ; if there be but some little impulse towards love, 
the whole essence of love lies behind it. 

But you plant the selfish weed, instead of eradicating 
it, if, in the presence of children, you pass contemptuous, 
though just, judgments on your neighbours, or even your 
town. How else can the child learn to love the world 
than by learning to love what is daily around him ? And 
can we love what we despise? Or will your sermons 
warm him into love for the objects you have taught him 
to scorn ? Since every distinction of your children above 
their neighbours, whether it consist in position, behaviour, 
or even more brilliant instruction, reminds them of them- 
selves at the expense of others, this distinction very soon 
and very easily passes into hatred. Never say to your 
children that other children are ill brought-up. I have 
frequently seen whole families converted, by similar 
thoughtless and perverse actions, into watchful and 
blockading troops of hatred ; whole houses built fall of 
pouting comers, where every child, full of itself, regarded 
its own demands as the weights, those of others as the 
goods to be weighed, and expected universal love and 
admiratior^ If a large town have the injurious effect on 
children's hearts of compelling them to lussume the neu*» 
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trality of great people, because so many of whcm they 
are ignorant, and to whom they are indifferent, constantly 
pass before them, much more must a village harm them 
if they hate and despise as many people as they know, 
that is to say, every body. 

The simple command, "Forgive the sinner," means 
with children. Do not regard him as one: you will 
Bucceed better if you teach them to distinguish the guilty 
accomplice — self, from its stains ; to judge the deed, not 
the doer ; in order especially, by the comparison of things 
and rights, to prevent, or to exalt, the comparison of 
persons. Praise the action, not the child. Parents 
mention their children too often by name. Do not say, 
•* Ah, the good little Louisa I " but say, " That is good," — 
or, at most, " You are as good as Mary." 

§ 117. 

But while setting forth the repression of selfishness as 
the one thing needful for exciting kindliness to others, 
we must observe — as is just — that love requires nothing, 
Bave not to be obstructed. This leads us to the second 
means of maintaining and exciting love : it is this — place 
another being in sufficiently close and living contact with 
your child and he will love it ; because man is so good 
that the devil, so to speak, has only carved and placed a 
black frame round the divine image. The stem of the 
individual heart nourishes with the same sap its own 
branches and those which are ingrafted on it. 

The means of exciting love consist in identifying the 
child, as it were, with the life of others, and in reverence 
for life under every form. 

Concerning this transposition into extraneous life, by 
which alone the goodness of our nature can unfold all its 
love, little needs here be printed because I have already 
printed much about it.* Individuals, yea, whole nations, 
have often died without having once even thought of 
themselves in any other position than their own ; how 
difficult, then, must it be for the child to place himself in 

* lu the Life of Siebenkaa, Book L 
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the position of others ! Man usually opens himself to the 
reception of another's nature only when, in the contest 
between two other persons, he must transpose himself 
from the one into the other ; but not, when he is a party 
concerned in the contest, by placing himself in the position 
of his opponent. Moreover, this representative method 
of viewing our neighbour is a kind of intuition, and, 
consequently, not always in our own power. I do not 
attempt to decide whether possibly older children may 
not be led to attain this intuitive perception at an earlier 
period than they else would by certain games ; -where one 
child, for instance, assumed the name and imitated the 
actions of another; or, by coloured pictures calling to 
mind similar situations. But there is something else 
which may be done to attain this end with better hope of 
success. 

§118. 

It is this : Teach a child to consider all animal life 
sacred — in short, give him the heart of a Hindoo, not the 
heart of a Cartesian philosopher. 

I here speak of something higher than compassion for 
animals, though of that also. Why has it been long re- 
marked that children's cruelty to animals predicts cruelty 
to men, as the Old Testament sacrifices of beasts fore- 
shadowed the New Testament sacrifice of a man ? It is 
certain that, unless associated with other things, the little 
human being can only sympathise with those sufferings 
which speak in tones similar to his own. Consequently, 
the unusual cry of a tortured animal sounds to him only 
like the strange and amusing howl of the inanimate wind ' 
but, as he sees life and voluntary motion, and even attri 
butes them to inanimate forms, he sins against life when 
he separates them as though they were but machinery. 
Life itself should be sacred; every life, irrational as 
well as any other. And does the child, in fact, know of 
different kinds of life? Or is the heart, beating under 
bristles, feathers, or hard wing-covers, therefore any the 
less a heart ? 

Permit me a few words about the love of animals, and 
universal reverence for life I 
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Once, when man, a new and fresh creature, lived in the 
full world where one stream flows into another, he recog- 
nised in every thing the universal life of the Godhead, 
resembling an infinite tree of life which spreads the lowest 
insects, like roots, into the earth and sea, stands firm and 
strong with a trunk of huge powerful beasts, shoots into 
the air with boughs full of waving leaves, and finally puts 
forth men, — its tender blossoms — towards the sky. Then 
had not arisen that stupid human egotism which thinks 
that the whole animal kingdom, the peopled seas and de- 
serts full of all their various happy living creatures, wei e 
given by God to men as tributary beasts, Michaelmas geese 
and tithe hens for their stomachs. The earth, Kepler*s 
animal, had not yet become the metallic cow and the 
Balaam's ass of little man. But the old vanished world 
— some remnants of which are yet visible in eastern India 
— finding more life and more divinity in the flower, fast 
chained by its roots, than we now do in the free-moving 
beast, worshipped, in animal arabesques, in the living, 
moving, distorted images of the human form, the infinite 
Raffaelle who perfected man. The forms of animals, 
repulsive to us, revealed to them the veil of Isis, or the 
Moses' covering of a deity. Hence the lower, but wonder- 
ful, beast* was worshipped much sooner than the human 
being ; hence the Egyptians crowned human bodies with 
the heads of animals. The more childlike, simple and 
pious a nation, the greater its love of animals. In Surat 
there is a hospital for animals. The hero who had taken 
Nineveh saved it from destruction because of the multitude 
of its animals. The mercifulness of the Jews "f towards 
animals was rewarded with long life. Even the punish- 
ment of animals, if they had participated with men in any 
crime, the thunders of excommunication hurled against 
them, and the weighing of their designs f in inflicting 
punishment, show the early regard felt for these eighth 
parts, and likenesses, of man. The Indian adoration of 

* Vide Meiners. f Michaelia, Mosaic law, v. iii. 

X An ox which, among the Jews (according to the Gemara), was put 
to death for killing a Jew, hut left unhurt utter killing three heathens, 
wnti equally unpuui:)hed if he aimed at goriug a heatiien but killed a 
Jew. — Mischna, 6. Bafa kama, c. i. 
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vegetable life passed into Greece under the form of Hama- 
dryads and other deities dwelling in trees, and into the 
north under the form of punishment to all who injured 
trees. 

I have often pictured to myself situations which would 
remove the common daily view of animals which, like 
mis-shapen human bodies, have fallen on to our globe 
from other worlds producing different forms. For instance ; 
I have fancied an uninhabited island on which one man, 
nourished only by the bread fruit tree, had seen no living 
thing, nothing but waves and sky and his own reflection 
in the water, and from which he was suddenly transi)orted 
to a country peopled with animated beings. 

What an enchanted island full of embodied sprites and 
fairies I To the islander who knows no other form than 
his own, a hairy monkey^ grinning at him from a bough 
would seem a wicked spirit, or a misshapen man. The 
elephant approaches, — a shapeless, living mass ; a whole 
family compressed into one huge two-eyed body, — a walk- 
ing island of flesh : the lion comes like anger : the horse 
flies like victorious pride : little mad sprites, red, green, 
yellow, and six-footed, flutter about the island. A glorious 
wonder drops from the clouds, in which the two strong 
useful human arms are changed into burnished-gold hair 
or feathers, and its lips drawn out into a horn. Grey 
shapeless substances, with scarce formed limbs, swim in 
the waters : yellow creatures, like the masks of the furies, 
crawl about in the marshes ; a single, long, smooth limb 
creeps up and pricks the wicked spirit on the bough, and 
he falls down : and then, when these strange dream-like 
figures began to speak each the language of an unknown 
world — as we might suppose the various nations of its 
planets assembled in the market-place of their sun — hum- 
ming, screaming, howling, laughing — there, on the bough 
of a tree, sweet sounds from heaven, at its root wrathful 
hissings from Erebus : and then the battles and struggles 
of these animals, the injuries inflicted on them by each 
other, and yet their continued existence : and, finally, this 
mingled, fluttering; hurting, killing, caressing, repro- 
ducing life becomes an infinite breath of life, wherein 
the individual life flies like a tiny zephyrette • • . » 
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The one human soul forgets in itself the human race of 
the past, the present and the future, and places itself as 
the lirst figure before all others. How much more does 
it forget the inferior race of animals, the mouches volantes 
before an angel's eyes I 

The so-called instinct of animals— this ass which per* 
ceives the angel's presence sooner than the prophet — ought 
to be regarded as the greatest miracle of creation, and 
also as the key and index to all other miracles; in so 
much as the riddle of the universe resembles those riddles 
which both describe the riddle and signify it. Animals 
should be rendered familiar to children in every possible 
way ; for instance, by representing them as an anagram 
of a human being : thus the poor dog may be regarded as 
an old hairy man, whose mouth has become blackened 
and elongated, his ears pulled out, long nails appended to 
his shaggy paws, and so forth. Little animals must be 
brought nearer to the eye and heart by means of a 
magnifying glass. Thus we may become the friends of 
the denizens of a leaf. The prejudice which values life 
by the yard — why, then, are not elephants and whales 
ranked higher than ourselves? — disappears by the con- 
templation of the infinity which is the same in every 
living creature, and, like an infinite series in numbers, is 
increased by no finite additions ; which is not affected, for 
instance, by the two million joints of a centipede, or the 
niany thousand muscles of the willow-caterpillar. *' How 
you would take care of a butterfly as big as an eagle, or 
of a grasshopper as large as a horse I And are not you 
little too ? " Speak thus to the child. 

Leibnitz replaced a little insect which he had examined 
for long time uninjured on its leaf : be this a command 
for a child. 'I'he Stoic school declared that a man who 
killed a bird without any reason would just as readily kill 
his father : and the Egyptian priest considered it impious 
to destroy any animal except for sacrifice. These embody 
all the commandments of regard for life. Let animals bo 
put to death only from necessity, as sacrifices, accidentally, 
hastily, involuntarily, defensively. If the long observa- 
tion of some animal— say a frog — of its breathing, jump- 
ing mode of life and agonies, have converted this little 
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animal, previously indifferent to the child, into a really 
living thing, he would, by killing it, destroy with its life 
his reverence for all life. Hence no domestic animal, a 
sheep, a cow, should ever be killed in a child's presence ; 
at all events, if his rising love of animals is to be en- 
couraged instead of repressed (as some nations have been 
led to eat men from eating monkeys) ; the hard necessity 
of the case, the careful tending previously, and the sudden 
easy death, must be cast as a veil of darkness over the 
slaughtering hand. Even a hunter should never punish 
his hounds with true hunters' cruelty before a child, 
especially because their cries express their pain so clearly. 
Cooks say you should show no pity in killing an animal, 
for else it dies harder : this superstition at once reveals 
and hides the true woman's sympathy which it forbids. 

To the child's eye admit all living things into the 
human family ; so the greater reveals to him the less. 
Breathe a living soul into every thing ; and even describe 
the lily, which he wantonly tears from its organic exist- 
ence, as the daughter of a fair mother who stands in the bed 
and nourishes her little white child with sap and dew. 

I do not refer to any mere empty exercise of compassion 
in the school of others' sufferings, but to an exercise of 
religion in the consecration of life, of the deity ever 
present in the trees and in the human brain. The love of 
animals, like maternal love, arises from no expectation 
of reciprocated advantage, still less from selfishness, and 
has the further advantage of always finding an object on 
which to manifest itself. 

Oh! the beautiful time will, must come, when the 
beast-loving Brahmins shall dwell in the cold north and 
make it warm ; when the heart, having rejected its worst 
and cmellest sins, shall also lay aside those which slowly 
poison it ; when man, who now honours the multiform part 
of humanity, shall also begin to spare, and finally to pro- 
tect, the animated ascending and descending scale of living 
creatures, so as no more to offer to the Great First Cause 
the hateful sight of thickly veiled, it is true, but wide- 
extended, animal suffering. And wherefore miist such 
times come? Because worse times have passed away; 
time carries away the national debts (mostly bl(>ody debts) 
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of humanity: strand-right is now strand-wrong; the 
traffic in negroes is gradually becoming unlawful. Only 
the toughest, harshest barbarism of past ages — war — 
remains yet to be vanquished by our innate anti-bar- 
bai'ism. 

§ 119. 

The third love-potion, like the third degree of compari- 
son which admits of no more, is love for love. If love be 
the highest, what further can it seek than itself, the 
highest ? A heart can only be held by a heart, the fairest 
setting of the loveliest jewel. Only the tumult and con- 
fusion in the nest of self can so darken us that we value 
pure love for another less than that for ourselves. 

But do not attempt to found this love in children by 
caresses, the thirsty springs of love. These soon both 
grow cold and make cold. I have often seen children, 
especially young ones, suddenly start away from the 
caresses of love to the quietest observation of some mere 
trifle, just like the old epic poets of early nations in their 
descriptions. In grown-up persons that would betray a 
withered heart which in children only shows that its 
buds are still closed. 

You reveal the form of love to a child less by self- 
sacrificing actions — for these he, as yet unreasoning and 
selfish, does not regard — than by the mother tongue of 
love, aflFectionate words and looks. Love, to appear un- 
troubled, must be embodied in nothing save the tender 
mimicry taught by Kature herself: a look, a word, 
expresses it directly, a gift only indirectly, by transla- 
tion. And just so in marriage: love is not preserved 
by gifts, pleasures and sacrifices, whoso influence soon 
disappears, but by words and looks of love. Moreover, 
children manifest more love towards present-giving 
strangers than to present-giving parents; but, on the 
contrary, not so much to caressing strangers as to caress- 
ing parents. 

Let the child occasionally see the fiery pillar of love 
move before strangers. Contem])lation of the mutual 
iove of others sanctifies the beholder, because it cannot 
be accompanied by selfish desires. But there is one evil 
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animal, previously indifferent to the child, into a really 
living thing, he would, by killing it, destroy with its life 
his reverence for all life. Hence no domestic animal, a 
sheep, a cow, should ever be killed in a child's presence ; 
at all events, if his rising love of animals is to be en- 
couraged instead of repressed (as some nations have been 
led to eat men from eating monkeys) ; the hard necessity 
of the case, the careful tending previously, and the sudden 
easy death, must be cast as a veil of darkness over the 
slaughtering hand. Even a hunter should never punish 
his hounds with true hunters' cruelty before a child, 
especially because their cries express their pain so clearly. 
Cooks say you should show no pity in killing an animal, 
for else it dies harder : this superstition at once reveals 
and hides the true woman's sympathy which it forbids. 

To the child's eye admit all living things into the 
human family ; so the greater reveals to him the less. 
Breathe a living soul into every thing ; and even describe 
the lily, which he wantonly tears from its organic exist- 
ence, as the daughter of a fair mother who stands in the bed 
and nourishes her little white child with sap and dew. 

I do not refer to any mere empty exercise of compassion 
in the school of others' sufferings, but to an exercise of 
religion in the consecration of life, of the deity ever 
present in the trees and in the human brain. The love of 
animals, like maternal love, arises from no expectation 
of reciprocated advantage, still less from selfishness, and 
has the further advantage of always finding an object on 
which to manifest itself. 

Oh! the beautiful time will, must come, when the 
beast-loving Brahmins shall dwell in the cold north and 
make it warm ; when the heart, having rejected its worst 
and cruellest sins, shall also lay aside those which slowly 
poison it ; when man, who now honours the multiform part 
of humanity, shall also begin to spare, and finally to pro- 
tect, the animated ascending and descending scale of livin*' 
creatures, so as no more to offer to the Great First Cause 
the hateful sight of thickly veiled, it is true, but wide- 
extended, animal suffering. And wherefore must such 
times come? Because worse times have passed away: 
time carries away the national debts (mostly bl(K)dy debta^ 
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of humanity : strand-right is now strand-wrong ; the 
traffic in negroes is gradually becoming unlawful. Only 
the toughest, harshest barbarism of past ages — war — 
remains yet to be vanquished by our innate anti-bar- 
bai'ism. 

§ 119. 

The third love-potion, like the third degree of compari- 
son which admits of no more, is love for love. If love be 
the highest, what further can it seek than itself, the 
highest ? A heart can only be held by a heart, the fairest 
setting of the loveliest jewel. Only the tumult and con- 
fusion in the nest of self can so darken us that we value 
pure love for another less than that for ourselves. 

But do not attempt to found this love in children by 
caresses, the thirsty springs of love. These soon both 
grow cold and make cold. I have often seen children, 
especially young ones, suddenly start away from the 
caresses of love to the quietest observation of some mere 
trifle, just like the old epic poets of early nations in their 
descriptions. In grown-up persons that would betray a 
withered heart which in children only shows that its 
buds are still closed. 

You reveal the form of love to a child less by self- 
sacrificing actions — for these he, as yet unreasoning and 
selfish, does not regard — than by the mother tongue of 
love, affectionate words and looks. Love, to appear un- 
troubled, must be embodied in nothing save the tender 
mimicry taught by Kature herself: a look, a word, 
expresses it directly, a gift only indirectly, by transla- 
tion. And just so in marriage: love is not preserved 
by gifts, pleasures and sacrifices, whose influence soon 
disappears, but by words and looks of love. Moreover, 
children manifest more love towards present-giving 
strangers than to present-giving parents; but, on the 
contrary, not so much to caressing strangers as to caress- 
ing parents. 

Let the child occasionally see the fiery pillar of love 
move before strangers. Contem])lation of the mutual 
love of others sanctifies the beholder, because it cannot 
be accompanied by selfish desires. But there is one evil 
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attending this ; namely, that the undeveloped hearts of 
children either behold the altar flame of others' love with 
indifference, or frequently, if their parents kindle it, even 
with jealousy. But this only teaches us that in educa- 
tion, as well as in art, every violent expression, even of 
what is most excellent, must be shunned (because the 
injudicious excess makes a durable impression, but the 
beautiful fugitive idea is lost) and that quietness and 
gentleness reflect the afiectionate heart most clearly. 
And I can assure brides, and still more certainly bride- 
grooms, that they will only find the children of affec- 
tionate paients affectionate; and especially that a kind 
or an unkind father propagates love or hatred in hifl 
children. 

If love were not natural to us we could never hate. 
It is true that in us, as in other animals, hate manifests 
itself earlier, and at first more powerfully than love. 
This may in part be thus accounted for : in attraction or 
resemblance some portion of another's excellence is lost 
to sight by its mixture with our own, whereas the repul- 
sion of what is dissimilar at once markedly separates our 
good from others* evil qualities ; the heart, full of ideal 
light, feels the cold shadow of another's worthlessness 
more sensibly than the light which is lost in the blaze of 
his own. But if love be innate, and if the heart be, as 
Descartes calls the earth, an encrusted sun (soleil encroiUe) 
you have but to break away the crust and the glowing 
warmth is there. In other words, let the child learn to 
know love by his own actions, as, reversedly, to under- 
stand your actions by love ; that is to say, let him do 
something for you so that he may love something ; for in 
children action awakens desire, though the opposite is the 
case with men. 

You may teach a higher than Ovid's Art of Love, by 
requesting your child to do something without cor imand- 
ing or rewarding performance, or punishing neglect; 
only depict beforehand, if it be for another, or afterwards 
if for yourself, the pleasure which the little actor's atten- 
tion to your wish affords. You excite the benevolence 
of children less by pictures of people's necessities than of 
the joy produced by relieving them. For the little heart 
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conceals so great a treasure of love that lie is less deficient 
in willingness to make sacrifices than in the certainty 
that they would give pleasure. Hence, when children 
have once begun to make presents they wcmld never cease 
giving. The parents may give them the reward of certain 
happiness by a gladly praising approval ; an educational 
lever whose power has not been sufficiently estimated. 
For children, accustomed only to parental bidding and 
forbidding, are made happy by permission to do some extra 
service, and by the recognition of their having done it. 
This affectionate acknowledgment of pleasure renders 
them neither vain nor empty, but full ; not proud, but 
warm. 

*' It does the poor man, or dog, or whatever it may be, 
good, or harm I " These few words, said in a proper tone 
of voice, are worth a whole sermon : and fie ! said to a 
girl, will abundantly fill the place of half a volume of 
Ehrenberg's Lectures to the female sex. 

Moreover, the author does not attempt to hide from the 
police that, in the presence of his children, he has fre- 
quently given to beggars ; first, because the appearance of 
cruelty cannot be removed by any political reasons, nor is 
attempted to be ; and, secondly, because a child's heart, 
excited by compassion for suffering, should not be chilled. 

Yet a few fragments within the fragment! Do not 
apprehend too great danger to the affections from children's 
quarrels. The circumscribed heart of children, their 
incapacity to place themselves in another's position, and 
their Adam-like innocence of belief that the whole world 
is made for them, not they for the world ; all these things 
combine to raise the inflated bubbles which soon break of 
themselves. They may speak harshly, or even fly into a 
passion, with one another, but must not continue it ! You 
must do many more things to be hated than to be loved 
by children : hated parents must themselves have hated 
for a long time. Advancing years raiely awaken a re- 
pressed or dormant love ; the individual's own selfishness 
doubles that of others, and this again redoubles that; 
and so layer upon layer of ice is frozen. You falsify 
love by commanding its outward expression ; — kissing the 
Land, for instance. Such things, unlike kind actions, are 
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not the causes, but only the effects, of love. Do not in any 
instance require love : among grown-up persons would 
a declaration of affection, if oommanded and prescribed by 
the highest authorities, be well received ? It may be 
again repeated without deserving blame, that the qmekd 
altetiiation between punishment or refusal and previoiu 
love is the true, though (to the fair sex) a difficult art of 
educating the affections. No love is STvoeter than ikt 
which follows severity ; so from the bitter olive is sweet, 
soft oil expressed. 

And, finally, ye parents, teach to love, and you will 
need no ten commandments; teach to love, and a rich, 
winning life is opened to j'our child : for man (if this 
simile be permitted) resembles Austria, which increases 
its territory by marriage but loses its acquisitions by war: 
te€U)h to love, in this age which is the winter of time, and 
which can more easily conquer every thing than a heart 
by a heart ; teach to love, so that when your eyes are old, 
and their sense almost extinguished, you may yet find 
round your sick couch and dying bed no greedy, covetons 
looks, but anxious weeping eyes, which strive to warm 
your freezing life, and lighten the darkness of your last 
hour by thanks for their first: teach to love, I repeat; 
that means— do you love I 



CHAPTER IV. 

SUPPLEMENTARY APPENDIX TO MORAL EDUCATION. 

§ 120. 

What is the third which unites love and honour, which 
does not suffer love weakly to sacrifice the sacred rights 
of the individual soul, nor honour to disregard that of 
others in the cold contemplation of its own ? — Reli^on. 

Since every distinguishing quality is again subdivided, 
we find that the natural distinctions of the sexes, the one 
inclining more to honour, the other to love, are repeated 
in the same sex. This is a very important point in. female 
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education. One girl is all quickness of perception and 
action, full of truthfulness and impatience, her personal 
and her public honour is ever before her eyes — forgiving 
only her own severity, not that of others, but even that 
more readily than any unworthy attack on her honour — 
reflecting on her own worth rather than duly weighing it, 
placing justice higher than love, and so forth. Another 
girl is full of aflfection, often even to the prejudice of her 
honour, desirous of approbation, not proud, less obedient 
to the dictates of propriety than to inclination, sacrificing 
external form to internal sentiment, eager to lend assist- 
ance and sympathy, less truthful than patient, and so 
forth. A perfect soul is to be formed from the union of 
these two. Hardness of character in a woman is more 
easily corrected than want of honour in a man : a woman's 
want of honour is as difficult to correct as a man's harsh- 
ness. A boy utterly without honour, and a girl without 
love, deserve nothing else at the end of ten years than 
to be married to each other. The female sex, however, 
resembles the ocean, or water in general, which contains 
both greater and smaller beasts than the firm land. 

Since a theory of education is a moral science of food 
(dietetics) but not a science of healing, receipts against 
anger, selfishness, &c., find no place in my treatise, though 
they are, indeed, implied in what has gone before. And, 
truly, what a work of giant folios must be written to 
embrace a description of all the diseases, and all the 
remedies for the million shades of disease, which the 
combinations of different characters and years, various 
degrees of activity, and external circumstanoes can 
produce ! 

The technical part of morality, such as order, clean- 
liness, politeness, has already found teachers in larger 
books than this. 

It. is well that a treatise on education be occasionally 
written in pamphlet-form, and completed in three little 
volumes. Long talking begets short hearing, for people 
go away. An educational library — unless, indeed, a 
pocket library be invented — ^wonld soon cause men to 
attend to the first plan which offered itself, rather than 
bo at the trouble of reading a whole host of books. 
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§ 121. 

But a few more paragraphs itiay be added without too 
much endangering the smallness of the book, or tbo 
facility of reading it. 

Would you devote hours to moral instmction ? I would 
rather lecoinniend years, and a never-ending course (rf 
that Ktudy. No lesson here avails but that founded on 
living facts, and even it is but as one incident in a fable. 
Advancing life is a perpetual preacher, home a domestio 
chaplain, and, instead of morning and evening prayers, 
life-long prayers must exert their influence. Sciences can 
be taught ; so in them you may give lessons : genius can 
only bo aroused ; provide it, then, with motives and oppo^ 
tunities. Can the hojirt of a corpse send forth living 
blood? — The heart is the genius of virtue; morality ite 
theory of aesthetics. If you wish any thing to be forgotten, 
write it on the inner side of the study door ; if you want 
to desecrate the holy, hang a table of commandments per- 
petually before the eyes. Lavater said, " Every man has 
his devil's moments." Consequently be not lost in sur- 
prise if the child also have his Satan's seconds as well as 
angel's minutes. Bather despair of grown men than of 
children. For these confuse you so much by the beautiful 
revelation of all their feelings and desires, and by their un* 
premeditated echo of all sounds, that the key-note remains 
unknown to you. With the former, on the contrary, one 
treble-discord presupposes an instrument thoroughly out 
of tune. And yet again : if a man be so unfathomable to 
a man, how much more so must his unequal, a child he 
which not merely conceals its fruit in its leaves, but those 
in their buds, and within them the flowers. Hence T^hen 
new and necessary developments take place, even though 
they ho for the worse, do not blame previous innocent 
mistakes in the plan of education. For instance; how- 
ever much you endeavour to conceal and repress the long 
dormant sexual instinct it will yet finally start up armed 
where you least expect it, like Minerva from the head of 
Jwpiter. 

I think that we parents, especially we modem paienta» 




CHAP. IV.] LBVANA. 353 

separate our children too anxiously from other children ; 
as gardeners do flowers to preserve the pollen unmixed. 
Can we very highly value any good or lovely thing which 
withers at the slightest touch ? If we have educated truly 
and implanted right principles in a child until his sixth 
year a few bad examples will not so much drive away 
what is good as fan it into new life : if the water in the 
tea-urn be really boiling a little spirit flame will keep it 
80 all tea-time. Not the badness, but the long continuance, 
of examples injures children. And, again, the examples 
of strange children and indifferent people have less effect 
than those of the persons they most respect, —their 
parents and teachers ; because the latter, like the external 
conscience of children, so break or darken their internal 
conscience, that the devil finds it prepared for his 
residence. 

Yes, I go still farther, and declare the preponderating 
influence of a good example over a bad one — or the victory 
of the angel Michael over the devil — to be so great that I 
believe the poor children of a thoroughly unmarriage-like 
union, where one parent is the ally of the devil and the 
other of the angel, will be gathered hardly, and at great 
cost, but all the more certainly under the white flag. 

The younger the children are the more rapidly may 
we pass before them from jest to earnest ; for they do so 
themselves. All their modes of going from one thin^ to 
another are leaps. How quickly they forget and forgive ! 
Then do so to them, especially in cases of punishment ; 
and always inflict short punishments, so that they may 
never be thought unfounded and unjust. God be thanked 
for the memory of children which is less retentive of 
sorrows than of joys ! Else what a prickly chain, formed 
by the uninterrupted series of punishments, would sur- 
round these little beings ! But children are capable of 
being delighted twenty times even on the worst of days. 
It is as difi&cult to arouse them from their sweet god- 
like slumber by domestic or European wars, as to awaken 
flowers out of their sleep by noise and motion. God grant 
the dear little ones may awake, like the flowers, to feel 
the sunshine and behold the day ! 

There are confased, obstinate hours in which the child 
I. 2 a 



854 JEAN PAUL FBIEDBIOH BIGHTEB. [fRAO. VL 

positively cannot prononnoe certain words, nor ob^y oertam 
commands : but he will do so the next hour. Do not 
consider this as stubbornness. I know men who have 
laboured for years to get rid of some expression of the 
face, mode of writing, or odd word to which they have 
become habituated, without any particular result. Apply 
this to children, who are often commanded to abandon 
some thousand habits at once, and do not exclaim so 
bitterly against their disobedience, which is often nothing 
but the impossibility of an overburdened attention. 

The fruits of the right education of the first three yean 
(a higher triennium than the academic) cannot be reaped 
during the sowing; — and you will often be unable to 
understand why, after doing so much, so much still 
remains to be done; — but in a few years the growing 
harvest will surprise and reward you ; for the numerous 
earthy crusts which covered the flower-shoots, but did 
not crush them, have at last burst before them. 

§ 122. 

Physical nature makes many little steps before taking a 
leap, and then begins the same process over again : the 
law of continuity is animated by the law of advancing 
and retreating eflforts. We find the last law most strongly 
expressed in the leap to sexual power ; but of these leaps, 
like the bud or knot-severances of the shooting stalk, there 
are many more ; and for the most part they are closely 
collected round about the embryo; even as failing age 
sets them at wide intervals one from the other. The leap 
from the Graafian vesicles into the uterus — the settling 
of the head before the birth— the entry into the atmo- 
sphere of earth — the first milk — the teething — the grow- 
ing-fever, and so on, are my evidences. So, in old age, 
the feeble copy of childhood, nature has sometimes re- 
commenced her sudden efforts of power in pushing forth 
teeth, hair, <S?o. 

But the mind must always be the companion of the 
body; it is the strophe, the other the antistrophe, though 
occasionally their positions are reversed. The heayy 
dondi of UiQ body must broak in thunder showers; the 
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^^ growth of the physical powers must produce growth in 
' the mental powers also ; and they, again, necessitate the 
- fi>rmer. But then the teacher stands petrified to behold 
= a new inimical — really friendly — division in the child's 
a nature, and believes the former world to have vanished 
because a new world has sprung into existence. Accus- 
tomed to the old, he would rather see the child's growth a 
mere growing old ; in short, he would wish it to be always 
the same, or, at most, to exhibit n6^ greater change than that 
from the print to the coloured painting : — the child must 
not drop his first seed-leaves in the beams of the sharp- 
cutting world, but yet. must push forth new growing 
leaves. But since this can never be ; since every applica- 
tion of the flute to the lips produces a new incorporeal 
sound, the teacher ought to be of good courage and only 
Bay, " The parts developed last must grow upon the first, 
and why need I fear for these if there be nothing I would 
wish to recall in the others ? " 

§ 123. 

Parents possess a very easy and excellent means of 
preaching, and at the same time interesting and improving 
their children, by relating to them how they passed their 
own childhood with their parents. Independent of all 
other considerations, whatever is little is, on that very 
account, most pleasing to a child, himself a little thing; 
the author's children have sometimes begged him for a 
little sea, nay, even for a little God.* Now if the father 
or mother will descend from their lofty height and speak 
of themselves, the parents, as having once been children, 
the little people can scarcely comprehend it, and look, 
with the anxious desire of learning, into the diminishing 
^lass in which their present giant-parents move about as 
little children. There they see grand<^parents now command 
little parents, and the very people obey whom now the 

* Perhaps this — apart &om Love, which likes to express itself with 
tender diminutiyes — ^is one reason more why nurses, &o., make pet- 
names for every thing for children, even to excess ; and in fact for all 
parts of speech, e.g. achOmle instead of $chifn (pretty), even to*eken fot 
so ^indeed). 

2 A 2 
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child has to obey. In this relation he will only disooyex 
the continuation of a preYiously acquired right, not of a 
mere accident ; — here he finds that his father commands 
now what formerly, when a child, he obeyed ; that lie 
dearly loved, and was dearly loved by bis parents, in 
whose breast the little grandchild now nestloB all the more 
closely and warmly from the recollection of former love. 
Since the history of his parents' childhood must have snch 
fresh and unceasing interest for the child, how great « 
weight and charm may there not be given by means of this 
interest to every word, every instruction and, in short, to 
every thing embraced in that relation ? If it chance that 
parents, thus describing their own life, were brought up 
as children in other circumstances, in otlier dwelliflg- 
places, the seed-field of instruction is vastly extended. 
In short, parents in relating the incidents of their own 
childhood simply and truly may lay seeds w^hich in the 
warm soil of their children's childhood will grow and 
bear fruit. Even the little faults of their parents, and 
the consequent punishments of the grand-parents, will 
not in relation lessen the children's reverence for their 
parents, unless its foundation be grievously hollow, and 
the superstructure most poorly built. 

We have here approached so very near the question, 
What is the best kind of stories for children ? that we 
may as well reply to it forthwith. Oriental and romantic 
tales seem the most suitable ; such as many of the Arabian 
Nights' Entertainment, Herder's Palm Leaves and Kmm- 
macher's Parables. Children are little Orientals. Dazzle 
them with the wide plains of the east, with brillant dew- 
drops and bright-tinted flowers. Give them, at least in 
stories, the impulse which shall carry them over our cold 
northern rocks and North Capes into the warm gardens ^f 
the south. Let your first miracle be, like Christ's, a turn- 
ing of water into wine, of fact into poetry. Therefore do 
not shut up every thing you permit to approach your child 
in a pulpit with a sermon before it, nor sufifer that morbid 
seeking after " the moral " which deforms most printed 
children's tales, and by which, precisely when they are on 
the way to the highest, they lose the path ; just as Charlee 
XII. of Sweden generally lost at chess because he moved 
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out his king. Every good tale, like every good poem, is 
necessarily surrounded with instruction. But the im- 
portant thing is — ^to paint a romantic moming-glow on 
the earth-kissing sky which, as age advances, may deepen 
into a pure evening-red. Tell of terrible wild beasts, but 
let them be always at last overcome— (still let children be 
the most frequent actors on your stage) — also of long 
caverns which lead to heavenly gardens — of being happy, 
and of making happy — of great dangers, and still more 
wonderful deliverances — and even the strange adventures 
of mischievous children; but always remember in your 
tales that tears are sooner drawn from children than smiles. 
For instance, the author has frequently carried this so far as 
to represent the infant Christ* (he never even mentioned 
a Eupert*) seated on the moon, surrounded with none but 
good children ; and the evening glow in the December sky 
he could only account for by supposing it the reflection of 
the carriages full of Christmas gifts. In after years, when 
the children gaze upon the moon and the redness of the 
evening sky, a wonderful delight will gently fill their 
souls, and they will not know what strange ethereal air 
they breathe : The morning breeze of your childhood fans 
you, my children I 

These fictions, when translated into reality, lead to no 
accusations of parental untruthfulness, as our own ex- 
amplesf and those of our forefathers, else grounded fast 
in truth, abundantly prove. 

And after all this, shall not the freedom which mak^ 
children citizens of the divine city of romance not open for 
them the theatre : I do not mean that where comedies and 
tragedies are played, which only stun, excite, or deceive 
them, nor yet the little stage where they are themselves 
the actors — but the opera-house ? Does not the opera reveal 
romantic fairy-land to their eyes, and yet, by the im- 

♦ Vide preyious notes. 

t The rosy pictures yet bloom in the anther's heart which his fietther 
once painted there, on coming out of the study into the December 
twilight, with the insignificant words, he had seen the infont Christ 
with golden beams pass through the dark night clouds. Who now 
could rei>lace for him this rosy blessed beam, this heayenly treasure 
ilill shining in the oloods ? 
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possibility of understaDding the siii^n^, which thiovBi 
wholesome darkness over the intrigue, preserve their ean 
from every moral taint ? And does not what is glaringly 
low in close connection with what is noble (as, for instanoe, 
in the Zauberflote), like the union of a monkey and a nm, 
strengthen the love for excellence and the detestation of 
depravity? It seems to me that the opera, this actiog, 
living fairy-tale, which the music makes metrical and t& 
brillant scenery romantic, might change the heavy plon^* 
like motion and creaking of the present into smooth flying, 
and is all the more necessary because prose may be tangbt 
but not poetry, and wings can more easily find feet than 
feet wings. At the same time, these suggestions are 
offered rather interrogatively than affirmatively; since 
>ou may venture every thing and replaoe every thing 
more easily than a child's innocence. 

§124. 

1 would wish to say a few words about long joumejs 
for children. Short ones of a few weeks are with justice 
considered to be physically and mentally improving trans- 
plantings of these young trees; because the exchange of 
their old dull comer for the wide airy landscape ftdl 
of different people and new customs must necessarily 
enliven and improve them. But something very dif- 
ferent are children's travels with town-dwellers and land- 
scourers, who make the grand tour of half Europe (an 

expedition through his native town is one to a child)— 
during which the daily traui^planted tree is merely ex- 
hausted. If even grown-up people bring back Jfrom 
their journeys round the world full heads and empty 
hearts ; because daily walks through streets full of men 
only presenting the gauntlet, or, at all events, never 
offering a brother's kiss, must at last make the heart 
as cold as life at court does, where, as in a country 
dance, the dancer goes down the middle and up again 
giving his hand indifferently to all; how much must 
early long journeys — bringing only the ripeness of autumn 
to matured men — destroy a child by producing such 
ripeness in spring. Living long in dose connection with 
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^ the same people cherishes in childreti the warmth of the 

■* afifections. The uniform sameness of people, dwellings, 

w play-groTinds, and even domestic furniture, hangs lovingly 

II on a child, and strengthens that magnetic attraction, as a 

ft weight does suspended &om a magnet: and thus in the 

(* spring-time of life is prepared the rich magnetic burst of 

i the future affections, because the child naturally learns to 

I love what he daily sees — an easy matter in a village — the 

hewer of wood for the family, the woman carrier, old Peter, 

who comes every Saturday to beg for Sunday ; yes, even 

the more distinguished persons of his acquaintance who 

live far away. With a childhood full of affection we may 

endure half a life in the cold world. If, now, instead of 

such environments, a child be taken on long journeys — say 

half over Europe — and must, since it is impossible to pack 

up market-places with their inhabitants in the carriage or 

to crowd them into the hotels of large cities, every day Ml 

upon new people, new rooms, new servants, new guests, 

towards whom it is impossible, from mere lack of time, for 

the young heart to experience any burst of sympathy : — 

what, then, can grow out of this Httle creature? A 

courtier without a court, cool, polite, elegant, languid, 

ennuye, sweet and pretty. 

§125. 

Since in appendices, as in prefaces, things may be re- 
peated which are contained in the book, I say again, Let 
tliere be rules for children; it is immaterial what, but 
only as the centre of innumerable rays! Law is 
unity, unity is deity. The devil only is changeable. 
Unity of rule at once strengthens and controls both the too 
delicately sensitive girl and the rough active boy ; for the 
very same reason that we patiently endure the discomfort 
of frost and the unbroken desolateness of the earth in 
winter, whereas a few snow-flakes in spring make us angry 
and gloomy : only because m winter the white enamel of 
snow is the rule, but in spring the various tinted flowers. 
No command seems harsher than the new one ; no necessity 
than that which is freshly imposed. If you would picture 
to yourself the most uiiiappy and most unfortimately 
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cironmstanoed child, think of one who has been bioagjit 
up by ohanoe merely, without rule, irritated and appeased 
without reason— destitute of confidence in the intnie- 
finding in every minute a driving storm — ^ndshing nothing 
else than the fulfilment of his momentary desires — a ItSi 
thrown sportively from love to hate — with sorrows that 
bring no strength, and joys which prodnoe no love. 
Happily I see no such being near me ! Have not eyen 
unjust rales a beneficial tendency in producing obedienoe 
to rule? When punishments were attached to the un- 
intentional dropping of the hat, or even falling in riding 
through the streets of a town, both happened much more 
rarely : and in brotherhoods or sisterhoods -where eveiy 
snorer is awakened no one snores : and where punishment 
is threatened even for the accidental breaking of chhialesB 
is broken. But the threatening must be a year older than 
the fault or the punishment, else the rule falls. 

§126. 

Give reasons for your requests more readily, and even 
at an earlier period, than reasons for your assertions : in 
the first place, it is easier to teach obedience than under- 
standing ; in the second, a child's trust must never be 
weakened by reasons which only lead to doubt; in the 
third, action requires external quickness, belief demands 
time ; and, in the fourth, the former is usually more opposed 
to previous wishes than the latter (for children are seLdom 
orthodox) : at the same time that you smooth the way for 
your commands, as the French kings did, by gentle reasons, 
insist, like them, on obedience, if the reasons do not induce 
it. In a second edition of these mles, even as to giving 
reasons for commands, we find that the line must be drawn 
still tighter. Mothers, partly from kindness, partly from 
an inherent love of the healthy movement of the tongue, 
give as many reasons for their orders as may overcome 
the opposing arguments of the child ; and, if at last they 
should be unable to produce more, finish by asserting their 
authority. It were better to have begun with it. And 
certainly, after compliance, the reasons will tind readier 
admittance into the open impartial ears. This is most 
markedly the case in the earliest years; eaoh ad- 
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vancing year requires an additional reason. The united 
care both for a child's obedience and freedom is one of the 
most difficult requirements of education. The parental 
breath must only move the branch towards the fructifying 
pollen, but not bend or break the trunk. 

§ 127. 

Teachers generally desire an appendix to the chapter on 
moral education containing a treatise on the prevention of 
sensual faults. Why do we find no such lamentations 
and remedies among the ancients or in the middle ages ? 
Adults in those days were diflFerent from those of present 
times in this, that the latter by reason of their peniten- 
tial straw-crowns become bald sooner than grey, but the 
former the reverse — the pagan and catholic priesthood 
were a committee of uncleanness;— and the pure vestal 
virgins of the Eomans had to make ofiferings to Priapus 
as well as to Vesta, predecessors as it were of the self- 
oiFering nuns before the Eeformation. Must we suppose 
that the youth of those periods was better than the present? 
Scarcely so. Yogel reckons amongst the iocitements to 
secret sins eating of meat, solid food, spices, warm rooms, 
beds and clothing, and the swaddling of children : — but 
did not the middle ages take such means of pleasure in 
still greater measure : for instance, the spices, the fourfold 
stronger beer, the thicker beds, &c. ? — Even rude health 
and rough work do not forearm peasant children (as he 
who understands, if not he who instructs the people well 
knows) against this youth-cancer. The reason why so 
much more is said and taught about such matters now — 
always remembering also that books are now made and a 
book-trade established about every action — can only lie in 
this, that in the healthful past, as now among the vigo- 
rous commonalty or unrestrained animals, many ill-regu- 
lated actions passed unpunished because the fortifications 
of these unpolished times were not so easily demolished. 
But, at all events, the morbid, sickly imagination attend- 
ant on civilisation is quite as much cause as effect ; to 
which must be added the acceleration of maturity due to 
larger towns and better warmed countries. 

Luther says, Oontemptus Jrangit diaboUm^ dbservatic 
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inflat ;* which means, that to combat sin yon mnst biov 
it, and that is in itself a kind of defeat. A feeling of 
shame artificially taught before duly awakened by nature, 
is a sewing together of the fig-leaves conducting to the M 
which in Eden they only covered. The modesty whidi 
naturally arises at a later period is like the fig-tree itselli 
which only hides under its leaves the unripe finiit which 
contains no poison. 

Many persons even say that a child should learn to be 
ashamed of seeing himself. Himself! Gracious heaven! 
how much mnst the young mind have been poisoned before 
it would blush at the form it cannot change and did not 
choose? before, in fact it woidd blush at its Creator? To 
insure modesty I would advise the educating of the sexes 
together ; for two boys will preserve twelve girls, or two 
girls twelve boys, innocent amidst winks, jokes and im- 
proprieties, merely by that instinctive sense which is the 
forerunner of matured modesty. But I will guarantee 
nothing in a school where girls are alone together, and 
still less where boys are. Boys do harm to boys far more 
than girls to girls ; for they are bolder, opener, rougher, 
more sociable, more curious about matters, as girls are 
about persons. 

The imaginary walls and glass bed-screens which 
teachers put before the mental eyes of children are part 
of the mistaken instruction in modesty ; a kind of incom- 
prehensible covering of a cover, the sheep's clothing of a 

sheep. He who admits that he has a secret to keep 

has, by doing so, revealed one half of it, and the other 
will speedily follow. Childien's questions about birth— 
about where a little baby comes from— show nothing what- 
ever more than a blameless desire of knowing and asking 
about strange things. A child's questicns about his 
mother's confinement have no more connection -with sex- 
instinct than his asking why the sun, which goes to bed 
in the west, rises in the east. But if those about him 
attach a foolish mystification to the event, instinct, which 
lies in the back ground, united with accidental expressiot'S 
which he will treasure up, will prematurely clear away 
the darkness. To this really injurious secrecy belong suoJi 
* Contempt YanquiBheth the devil ; inspection puffeth him i^ 
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expressions as, " This is only for grown np-people," or, 
" When yoTi are older, you will know all about it," <fcc. 
Secret articles always give rise to war; and secret alli- 
ance with sin is not very far from secret instructions 
of this kind. 

But how is the questioning child to be answered? 
With as much truth as he wants : '* As the little grub 
grows inside the nut, so the little infant grows within 
its mother and is nourished by her flesh and blood ; hence 
she is ill," &c. Since children understand ten times less 
of what is said than we suppose and, like grown-up 
people, ask a thousand times less about the final when 
they know the secondary cause, it will probably be several 
years before the child again asks whence the little crea- 
ture comes. Then give him this answer: "From the 
great God, who sends these little babies to married people 
who sleep together." We grown-up philosophers know 
nothing more about it ; and you say with perfect truth to 
the child, "A human being can carve a statue, or em- 
broider a flower, but he can make no living thing ; that 
grows." And so, by help of the pure word sleep,* children 
receive from the greatest incomprehensibility no more 
defilement or disclosure than the edifices of physiologic- 
lore have heretofore afforded us ; to which, howbeit, the 
sharp- and deep- and many-minded Oken f has constructed 

* J. B. Heidegger, Burgomaster in Zurich, from the time that as a 
boy he heard of the sin of sleeping with a woman, used, as he lay near 
his nurse, to keep his eyes open the night through. (^BaMer*8 Giallery 
of Hist. Pictures, y. 2.) 

t »*Die Zeugung,*' by D. Oken, 1805. By * sacristy,* I mean that 
he treats of and displays life as incomprehensible in his " Primitiye 
Forms of Life of the Infusoria," in which, in point of fact, he less 
illustrates conception and life than growth and existence. I also refer 
to his pleasantly bold hypothesis that in the infusorial chaos (the only 
one in the universe) several existences become one; and that this 
unity of pluralities again condenses itself into a more distinct plural 
unity in a higher life-grade. For the rest I read all that is written 
about the infusion-creations with an old shrmking; and all the 
successive grades of the existences which have been developed from 
the grand infusorium of the whole world. I am also fully persuaded 
that as there is no bridge of titeps between mechanism and vitality, so 
the riddle of the widely extended revivification and quickening will 
be solved in any other wise rather tha:2 in ohemistry. 
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% fftir sacristy. How easily a child's cnricMsity may be 
restrained and yet satisfied is very clearly shown in the 
fact that during the last three centuries millions of Oluift- 
tians have died who have regularly every Sunday heard 
that baptism took the place of the ancient Jewish rite of 
circumcision, and yet have never thought, far less asked, 
what circumcision is. Children learn and ask in the same 
way. The author received his first instruction in this 
article of Christian faith after eighteen years' study of 
Jewish works. Ye teachers of religion, sohoolmasten, 
tutors and preachers, think ye of circumcision in such wise 
that, ye accomplish on yourselves that Jean-Paxdine rite 
of the foreskin of the lips and of the heart ! 

On the other hand such words, like these, G^eharen 
(delivery), Hochzeitnacht (wedding-night), &o., prove how 
un-significant and pure, even holy in all senses, the thing 
indicated is and appears, so long as the manner of indicaiiing 

is equally so. But if indeed an older child ask a quea- 

tion; in that case I quietly hegin a regular anatomy- 
lecture, for example, on the heart (just as a Frenchwoman, 
with the opposite intention, might do) — and proceed : I 
give him seriousness, calmness and tediousness, and then 
an answer. 

One other remark may perhaps afford consolation to 
some parents : children at an immature and hobbledehoy 
age have, simply out of awkwardness and ignorance, or 
even heedlessness about all puzzle of sex, a particular 
inclination — which by repeated instruction and correction 
duly disappears — to do and to say improper things. This 
is sometimes very strangely manifested. I once heaid 
some really pure-minded good children beg their father 
to repeat some ugly words (referring to rudeness of speech 
more than sex) which he had forbidden them to use, be- 
cause, they said, they liked to hear such words. Be not 
afraid, if you educate your children carefully, of evil 
results. In the case of healthy children, especially, yon 
need have no fear ; but physical indisposition too eausiLj 
induces a morbid sickliness of the mind. 

Only upon one point, with all possible frankness of 
explanation one must be careful, and adhere closely to the 
most anxious-minded preacher on training : namely on the 
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external action-similitude between men and beasts. Hap- 
pily it is only an nn-similitude. Never allow the modest 
naif-grown youth to dream of or to find out bit by bit any 
sort of likeness between his revered ones and the beasts of 
the field. The pure child-like though presaging nature 
trembles before this likeness. If it is freely displayed to 
him, and the holy awe is overcome, then the child has 
grown old by too many years at once: — thought now 
works in favour of act, as otherwise against it — away 
from truth and the repeated sight of her impulse still 
lessens the burning hues— and the storms of his spring 
rage and afflict. 

In short, if there be any time when one person's aid is 
needed in the development of another, it is when the 
ripening youth (or maiden) first discovers his new Ame- 
rica-world of sex, when the fresh blooming man bursts 
away from the fading child. Happily nature herself has 
provided a counterpoise to these spiritual spring-storms, 
in the season of fairest dreams, of ideal excellence, and 
the highest enthusiasm for all that is great. The watch- 
. ful teacher also may add a balancing weight to the heart, 
namely, the head ; that is, let him reserve for that season 
some new science, some new object of engrossing interest, 
some new path in life. It is true this will not extinguish 
the volcano ; but the lava pouring into this sea will merely 
harden into a rock, and the evil will be less than the 
anxiety. For, out of all the yawning and dreaded preci- 
pices of this age, does not a majority of healthy living 
voices arise which have not been silenced and which do 
not stammer or complain ? It is but a very small number 
which is silent, without throat — without lungs — without 
limbs of any sort — ^without mind — without body — mere 
unburied corpses of hovering ghosts — ^Heaven grant them 
a grave! 
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SEVENTH FRAGMENT. 

Chap. L More accurate definition of the desire for intelleeinil 
progress, § 128. Ohap. IL Speech and writing, §§ 129, 180. 
Gh^. IIL Attention, and the power of adaptive oomUnation: 
Pestalozzi ; difference between mathematics and philosophy, §| 131 
—183. Chap. IV. Development of wit, §§ 134 — 136. Ohap. V. 
Development of reflection, aoBtraction, and self-knowledge ; together 
with an extra paragraph on the powers of action and bosiDea, 
§§ 137, 188. Chap. vL On the education of the recolleotion, not of 
the memory, §§ 139—142. 



CHAPTER I. 

ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DESIRE FOR INTELLECTUAL 

PROGRESS. 

§ 128. 

Other writers on education name the intellectnal formisg- 
impnlse * the faculty of knowledge * — that is to say, they 
call painting seeing — or *the intellectual powers/ but 
think of the senses and the memory as also exerting 
an educational influence; or they speak of the develop- 
ment of spontaneous activity, as if the will itself were 
not such a developing power. The majority (before 
Pestalozzi^ only attempted to pour into the mind a vast 
amount oi knowledge of every kind, and thought an intel- 
ligent man must be the necessary result. Learned fools, 
with mind neither for the present nor the future, who 
(like finite beings in another sense) are continuously 
created, but never able to create ; heirs of all ideas, but 
originators of none, they are indeed samples of their 
education, but no proofe of its excellence ! 

We will take the straight path which leads to the oentrob 
instead of wandering round and round the circle. 
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The will reproduces itself only, and acts only within, 
not without, itself ; fcr the external action is as little the 
new act of the particular volition, as are the words signi- 
fying it of the particular thought. The desire of mental 
progress, on the contrary, enlarges its world for the recep- 
tion of new creatures, and is as dependent on objects as 
the pure will is independent of them. The will could 
reach its ideal, but finds a strange opposition to it — Kant's 
radical-evil — whereas no power stands opposed to thought 
— as sin does to virtue — but only the difference between 
its steps, and the impossibility of seeing whither they 
reach. To know nothing is not so bad as to do nothing ; 
and error is less the opponent than the accompaniment 
of truth; for to miscaLculate means merely to obtain 
something different from what it should be, but still to 
calculate ; whereas immorality stands directly opposed to 
morality. 

The mental desire of advancement which, in a higher 
sense than the physical, works by means of and in accord- 
ance with the will, that is to say, creates new ideas out of 
old ideas, is the distinguishing characteristic of man. Ko 
will restrains the order of a beast's actions. In our 
waking moments we are actually conscious that we think ; 
in our dreams we receive, if I may so express it, that 
consciousness. In the man of genius the formation of 
ideas appears actually creative ; in ordinary men, merely 
recoil ective and necessary : the precise shades of difference 
are, however, difi&cult to define. The developments o^ this 
formative power are, first, language ; and secondly, obser- 
vation ; both of which by defining and marking an idea 
bring it more accurately before the mind ; thirdly, ima- 
gination, which is capable of retaining a whole series of 
ideas, so as to obtain from it the unknown, but sought for 
and, consequently, anticipated greatness, either as pari, 
consequence, foundation, symbol, or image : fourthly, wit : 
fifthly, reflection : sixthly, remembrance. 

From this almost genealogical gradation it is readily 
perceived that all instruction naturally falls into two 
distinct classes, one of which — ^mathematics, for example 
— provides organic material for the intell«>etual energies ; 
the other — such as natural history — only inanimate objects. 
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For all cnmiilative preliminary instmotion, be it in nfttunl 
hibtory, geography, history, antiquitieH, only provides tlie 
intellect with materials, not with incitements tc kbom 
and power. The old division into kno-wledge of words 
and Knowledge of things is certainly correct ; hut tbs 
inventory of what helongs to one class, and what to the 
other, is about as erroneous as that of diseases befoiB the 
time of Brown, which, as by him, -were divided into 
sthenic and asthenic, diarrhoea and plague being placed 
in the former, and the truly sthenic complaints of coughs, 
catarrhs, &o,, in the latter class. Language, for instanoa, 
was ranked an a knowledge of words ; the history of natine 
and of nations, as a knowledge of things : it ought to be 
reversed. 

One word in this place on the abuse, or too great use, of 
natural history. This seems to be the wishing-cap of those 
teachers who have little of that on which the hat is usually 
placed ; or the purveyor of those who are deficient in sci- 
entific knowledge. The author was gratified by finding, 
in Goethe's Elective Afiinities, accordance with a thought 
which he had noted down in his children's diary in January 
1808 ; namely, what advantage can children obtain fiom 
the description of an unknown foreign animal which would 
not equally result from that of any casual monster? At 
most this unverified account can but serve as honey on 
wholesome bread, or as the bill of sale of some animal to 
be seen; and is altogether a mere home-reading by the 
light of the embers. But, on the contrary, the most minute 
family history, with representations the size of life, should 
be given about all domestic and native animals. Tea, how 
very much would botany and mineralogy, not only as 
exercising the observation, but also as enriching the 
present, exceed the small advantages of foreign zoology! 
Just in the same way might the modem expensively 
nainted worlds (orhis pictus) be advantageously replaced 
by workshops, in which one artificer after another could 
actually show and explain his trade to his children-guests. 
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CHAPTEB JI. 

SPEECH AND WRITING. 

§ 129. 

To learn to speak is somethiug higher than to learn to 
speak languages; and all the advantages which are as- 
cribed to the ancient languages, as educational media, apply 
with double force to the mother-tongue. Every new lan- 
guage is only understood by connecting and balancing it 
with the first : the original primary sign merely acquires 
another sign ; and so the new language is not formed on 
the one last learned, nor is one dependent on another, but 
all on the first native tongue. 

Name to the child every object, every sensation, every 
action, in case of exigency even by a foreign word (for to 
the child, as yet, there is none) ; and always, where it is 
possible, arouse his attention and give accuracy to his per- 
ceptions by naming all the individual parts of whatever 
you may have in hand. A child has invariably so great 
a love of hearing that he will constantly ask questions 
about matters which he knows, merely in order to hear 
you speak ; or will even tell you some little story, so as to 
have the pleasure of hearing you afterwards talk about 
it to him. By the fact of naming, external objects, like 
islands, are taken possession of, and animals are tamed by 
accustoming them to answer to a name. Without a de- 
fining word — the mental index-finger — ^unlimited nature 
stands before a child like a column of quicksilver without 
a barometric scale (to the beast it is even without the ball 
of quicksilver) and by it no movement can be obsoi ved. 
Speech is the finest line-drawer of infinity, the dividing 
water of chaos : the importance of its minute subdivisions 
is shown in savages, with whom frequently a single word 
signifies a whole sentence. A village child is inferior to a 
town child merely by his poverty of speech. To the dumb 
beast ther whole world gives but one impression, and so 
from want of two he does not even count one. 
Let every material, substance be both mentally aoxd 
L 2 a 
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physioally divided and analysed before the child dnnns 
the first ten years of his life ; but suffer nothing spiTitiul 
to undergo the same process, for this, which exib-ts only 
once and that within the child, soon dies, without the 
chance of resurrection, under the severing-knife ; bodio, 
on the contrary, return new-bom every day. 

The mother-tongue affords the most innocent philosophy 
and exercise of reflection for children. Speak very mutk 
and very clearly ; and oblige them to be definite in the 
affairs of every-day life. Why do you leave mental de- 
velopment by means of language to a foreign tongue? 

Occasionally attempt longer sentenoes than the short 
childish ones of many teachers, or the hackneyed ones of 
most French writers : an unintelligibleness which biings 
its own solution by mere unaltered repetition exercises aii 
strengthens the mind. Sometimes exercise even little 
children with riddles of contradictory words: such as,! 
heard this with my eyes ; this is very prettily ugly. 

Do not fear the unintelligibleness even of whole sent^oes; 
your mien, your accent, and the forestalling eflfort to unde^ 
stand explain one half, and this, with the assistance of time, 
explains the other. With children, as with the Chinese and 
men of the world, accent is half the language. Bemember 
than they learn to understand your language much sooner 
that to speak it, just as we do Greek or any foreign tongue. 
Trust to the deciphering aid of time and of the context 
A child of five years old understands the words "but, 
indeed, now, on the contrary, certainly ;" but, if you desire 
an explanation of them, ask the father, not the child. The 
word indeed alone would puzzle a little philosopher. If 
the child of eight years old finds his improved language 
understood by a child of three, why should you contract 
yours to his vocabulary ? Always employ a language some 
years in advance of the child (men of genius in their books 
speak to us from the vantage ground of centuries) : speak 
to the one-year-old child as though he were two, and to 
him as though he were six ; for the difference of progress 
diminishes in the inverse proportion of years. Let the 
tf aeher, especially he who is too much in the habit of attri- 
buting all learning to teaching, consider that the child 
already carries half his world, tiiat of mind — the objects, 
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for inBtance, of moral and metaphysical contemplation — 
ready formed within him ; and hence that language, be.n;; 
provided only with physical images, cannot give, can 
merely illumine, his mental conceptions. 

Cheerfulness, like distinctness in conversation with 
children, should be imparted to us by their cheerfulness 
and distinctness. We may learn to speak from them, as 
well as teach them by speaking ; for instance, such bold 
and yet correctly formed words as I have heard from three 
and four-year-old children : " the beer-casker, the stringe? , 
the bottler," instead of the maker of casks, strings, and 
bottles — ** the flying mouse," certainly much better than 
our word bat — " the music fiddles — to ausscheeren * the 
candle [from Lichtacheere, snuffers] — dreachflegeln, drescheln 
[to thresh, from Dreachflegel, flail] — I am the look-through 
ujan (when standing behind a telescope) — I wish I had 
an appointment as ginger breadnuteater, or gingerbread- 
nutter — After all I shall be quite too vjitier — He haa joked 
me down from off the chair — Look (at the clock) how 
one it is already," &c. 

In later years it becomes part of instruction in language 
to show the living foundation of the colourless images of 
every- day speech. A young man uses the expressions, " all 
made on the same last," or " fishing in troubled waters ; " 
and when he finds that the shoemaker really uses such a 
last, and that fishing in troubled water is practised, he is 
astonished to discover that a real fact is the foundation of 
the transparent image. 

Festalozzi commences the division of the universe into 
parts by that of the body into limbs ; because it is in 
closest and most important connection with the child, and 
is every where composed of similar parts, which is not the 
case with plants or utensils. A still more important ad- 
vantage is, that there are always two examples of it in the 
study ; and that the child, between I and thoUy between 
the larger visible limbs of his teacher and his own smaller 
■"-nes, sensible only to the touch, can always pass from one 
object to another and compare them together. At th^ 
same time, Festalozzi will not only divide and illumine the 
waste ether with clearly marked names, as with stars, but| 

* Some of these expressious lose their effect in translation. 

2 B 2 
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while be teaches the child to collect the snbdivisioiis under 
their division, the lesser under the greater whole, he de- 
velopes the capacity of retaining whole series, or the power 
of adaptive combination — of which hereafter. 

Fichte, in his Discourses to the German nation, attaches 
too little value to the naming and, as it were, A B G, of 
external objects and observations, requiring them meiely 
for what is internal, for sensations ; because he thinks that 
the naming of the former class only serves the child f(V 
communication, not for the better understanding of it 
But it seems to me that, as the speechless animal floats 
about in the external world as in a dark bewildering 
ocean, so man would be equally lost in the starry firma- 
ment of external perceptions, did he not, by means of lan- 
guage, divide the confused stars into constellations, and 
thus reveal the whole in parts to the comprehension. Lan- 
guage alone illumines the vast monotonously ooloured 
chart of the universe. 

Our forefathers, from pedantic and economic reasons, 
but with advantageous results as a mental gymnastic and 
^xcitement, ranked a foreign language, such as Latin, 
;imong the gr&a,i powers of education. Certainly the 
dictionary of foreign words developes little, except by 
teaching the fine shades of difference among our own : but 
the grammar, as the logic of the tongue — the first philo- 
isophy of reflection — does much ; for it carries the signs of 
things back to the things themselves and compels the 
mind, turned upon itself^ to observe the method of its 
observations, that is, to reflect, or at least to take firmer 
possession of the sign and not to confiise it, as a mere 
expression, with th0 sensation itself. During immaturity 
this kind of knowledge is better obtained through the 
granmiar of a foreign language than through that of our 
own, which is more indissolubly blended with the sensa- 
tion ; hence logically-cultivated people first learned to con- 
struct their own language by a foreign one, and Cicero 
went to a Greek sooner than to a Latin school ; and hence, 
in those centuries when the Greek and Latin languages 
formed the whole subject of learning, the int.elleot became 
more formal, and unsubstantlnl logic filled the mind, as 
the whole scholastic philosophy proves. When Huart 
asserts that a good head learns grammar with the most 
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difficulty, he can only mean, unless he confuses dictionary 
with grammar, a head formed for business or art rather 
than for thought. Every good grammarian, the Hebrew 
Tacitus Danz for instance, is partly a philosopher ; and 
he must be a philosopher who writes the best grammar. 
The grammatic analysis of the old schools only differs in 
its object from Pestalozzi's visible series. Consequently 
a foreign language, particularly the Latin, is among 
the healthiest early exercises of the power of thinking. 

§130. 

Since writing signifies but the sign of things, and 
brings us through it to the things themselves, it is a 
stricter isolator and clearer collector of the ideas than 
even speech itself. 6ound teaches quickly and generally ; 
writing, uninterru ptedly and with more accuracy. Writing, 
from that which the writing-master teaches to that which 
approaches the province of the author, gives clearness to 
the ideas. We will not here lay too great stress on the 
fact that the letters which Sevigne wrote are much more 
elegant than those she dictated; or that Montesquieu, 
who could not himself write, frequently passed three hours 
before any thing worthy of preservation occurred to him, 
whence many deduce the curt style of his writings ; but it 
is certain that our representation is much more a mental 
seeing than hearing, and that our metaphors play far 
more on an instrument of colour than of sound, and 
therefore writing which lingers under the eyes must assist 
the formation of ideas to a much greater extent than the 
rapid flight of sound. The scholar, indeed, carries it so 
far that, when he reflects, he really seems to read a printed 
page ; and when he speaks, to give a little declamation 
out of a quickly and well written pamphlet. 

Let boys write out their own thoughts sooner than copy 
yours, so that they may learn to exchange the heavy- 
ringing coin of sound into more convenient paper money. 
And let them be spared the writing-texts of schoolmasters, 
containing the praises of industry, of writing, of their 
master, or of some old prince ; in short, subjects about 
which the teacher can produce nothing better than his 
pupils. Every representation -without some actual object 
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or motive is poison. Since some real occtirrence always 
Huggested to men of genius, sQch as Lessing, Houssean and 
others, the subject of their fictions, thus occasional in the 
highest sense of that word ; how can you require a boy tc 
dip his pencil in the airy blue of indefiniteness, and there- 
with so paint the vault of heaven that the invisible tint 
shall produce the colour of Prussian blue ? I cannot 
understand schoolmasters ! Must the man, even in child- 
hood, preach from the appointed Sunday text, and never 
choose one for himself in natuiVs bible? Something 
similar may be said about the writing of open letters (an 
unsealed one is almost inevitably half untrue) which the 
teachers of girls* schools require in order, say they, to 
exercise their pupils in epistolary style. A nothing 
writes to a nothing : the whole affair, undertaken by the 
desire of the teacher not of the heart, is a certificate of the 
death of thoughts, an announcement of the burning of 
the materials. Happy is it if the commanded volubility 
of the child, arising from coldness and addressed to 
emptiness, do not accustom her to insincerity. If letters 
must be forthcoming, let them be written to some fixed 
])er6on, about some definite thing. But what need of so 
much ado about nothing, since — not even excepting poli- 
tical or literary newspapers — nothing can be written so 
easily as letters on an}' subject when there is a motive for 
them, and the mind is fully informed of the matter? 

The writing of one page excites the desire of learning 
more strongly than the reading of a whole book. Many 
readers of select school libraries are scarcely able to write 
a clear and good account of a fatal accident and a request 
for charitable assistance for a weekly newspaper. And it 
is equally true that many writers are just as indifferent 
speakers: they resemble many great merchants in Am- 
sterdam who have no warehouse, but only a writing-room ; 
give them time, however, and they will procure the goods 
by writing. ComeiUe spoke badly, but he made his 
heroes declaim excellently. Eegard every pupil for ex- 
amination as a stammering dumb Comeille, and provide 
him a room, time, and a pen ; he will speak by these and 
HO pass a very good examination. I close this chapter as a 
certain Indian begins his book — Blessed be the man who 
invented writing ! 
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CHAPTER IIL 

ATTENTION, AND THK POWEll OF ADAPTIVE COMBINATION. 

§ 131. 

Bonnet calls Attention the mother of Grenius, b.ut she is in 
fact her daughter ; from whence does she derive her origin, 
save from the marriage contracted in heaven between the 
object and the desire for it? Hence attention can really 
be as little preached or* flogged into a person as ability. 
Swift in a musical academy — Mozart in a philosophical 
leoture-room — Eaffaelle in a i)olitical club — l rederick the 
Great in a cour d'amour — could you give an attentive ear 
to these different men, all of whom possess genius, are of 
mature years, and have thoughts about the important 
matters of art, science, love, and politics ? And do you 
expect and desire it in children, in persons of unripe age 
^nd inferior capacity for much more trifling objects ? But, 
in fact, you desire that your individual attention, which 
exhibits as much caprice with regard to its objects as that 
of a man of genius, should be acquired by the child, and 
that your narrowness of view should be shared by him. 

If you attach reward or punishment to the child's 
attention to any object, you have put another, that of self- 
interest, in its place, rather than strengthened the mental 
power or excited the desire of improvement ; at most you 
nave but laboured for the memory. No sensuous pleasure 
lines the path into the empire of mind ; hence studying 
for a livelihood resembles the stone by whose aid the diver 
[^inks more rapidly to seek pearls for his master, and which 
the aeronaut takes with him for the very different pur- 
pose of rising higher towards heaven when he casts it 
overboard. 

But what is to be done? So teachers always ask 
instead of flrst asking, what is to be avoided ? The laws 
of their order forbid the Jesuits to study longer than two 
hours ; but 3'our school laws command little children to 
study, that is to be attentive, as long as older people can 
teach : it is quite too much ; especially when one con- 
aiders the child's senses open to every influence, the cheerful 
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sounds of the busy market-plaoe, the blossominjic bongb 
waving round the schoolroom windows, the nanx)w strip 
of sunshine on the dull schoolroom floor, and the delicioos 
certainty on Saturday that there will be no lessons in the 
afternoon. 

There have been many cases in which the anthor of 
Levana himself has resolved to lend an attentive ear to 
some story, not more than a quarter of an hour long, so 
as to be able to relate it afterwards : he did inwardlj 
what he could, and laboured to maintain the closest 
attention ; but this very labour gave rise to incidental 
thoughts; he was compelled to reqnest a repetition 
in order to catch the thread of the story ; and then, at 
last, after all this resolute anxiety, determination and 
design, he had obtained nothing more than a table of 
contents of the story, which he could enlarge upon in the 
proper place. Do yon think it easier for a child to 
command his attention and repress weariness than for a 
grown-up man who addresses nim ? It is possible for a 
child to take the greatest interest in your instruction, but 
not just to-day, nor at this particular window ; or, per- 
haps, because he has seen or tasted some novelty; or, 
perhaps, because his father has announced either a countiy 
ramble or a confinement ; or because his former inattention 
has met its punishment, and the child now thinks fur 
more of the punishment than of the means of avoiding it 
Human beings, in fact, are incapable of uninterrupted 
attention (eternal longing may be much more truly 
promised than eternal loving), and the child's attention 
is not always identical with that of his parents. 

If novelty be confessedly the keenest sharpener of the 
inner ear, the forcing-house of every plant, why do 
teachers, after constant repetitions, require the first 
eagerness of attention from the yoUng souls everywhere 
surrounded by new worlds ? Do you suppose their 
pillow is a gilded cushion on which the glass is rubbed 
to obtain electricity? 

If it be difficult to place ourselves in the x>osition of 
persons similarly circumstanced, how much more difiicult 
must it be to do so with regard to persons unlike om> 
selves ! How many instances are there of teachers having 
warmed themselves for years by the schoolroom stove^ 
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without remarking or remembering anything about the 
raised figures, by which the manufacturer endeavoured to 
display his taste and skill. Let every reader after the 
perusal of these lines examine hs apartment* and observe- 
whether he does not become conscious of twenty new 
objects, among which he has constantly lived without 
hitherto being aware of their presence ! Were we 
inclined to enter into more minute particulars, it would, 
among other examples, be easy to show the different 
effects of mere writing-copies on a child's attention. If he 
have the same words to copy throughout the whole page, 
each line will be worse written than its predecessor , but 
if the copy change frequently, he will have a new source 
of interest and attention from line to line ; still, even in 
this case, novelty will exert its power over the attention, 
and the first word, like the first line, will be the best 
written. Repetition, else the main-spring of instruction, 
is the chief destroyer of attention ; because, in order to 
give attention to what is repeated, you must first havO' 
found it worthy of a still greater exertion of that acuity. 

A very important distinction must be drawn between 
the power of attention diffused among the generality of 
men and that appertaining solely to men of genius. 

The latter can only be recognised, protected and 
cherished, but not created. Pay attention, teachers ! 
to the attention manifested by your children, so that you 
may not, to the injury of his whole future life, demand 
from the genius who astonishes you with hb power and 
his brilliancy the very opposite qualities to those he 
possesses : do not expect a painter's eye in a Haydn, nor 
a poem from an Aristotle. Fay attention to this, and 
you will not offer to immortal Love an ape instead 
of a Psyche. 

This inntinct-like attention, waiting till its proper 
object is manifested, explains some apparent anomalies, 
such as that the deep -thinking Thomas Aquinas in his 
youth was called a cow, and that the mathematician 
iSohmidt, from incapacity for study or business, continued 
a mere labourer for thirty-eight years. Good trees at 
first produce only wood, not fruit. Pure silver when 
broken seems black. Afterwards, the work advances all 
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the easier and the qnioker ; and while information ui 
talent have to raise their gifts laboriously, like gold oi 
of deep mines, genius presents his like jewels gathen 
out of loose sand. 

On the other hand, common every-day attention ne© 
not so much to be aroused, as to be distributed ai 
condensed ; even careless, inattentive children possess ti 
faculty, but it is dissipated upon all passing objects. T 
child in his new world resembles a German in Borne, 
pilgrim in the Holy Land. Attention to every thing 
impossible : the whole of no ball can be seen. Y 
elevate the passive being, before whom the world mo^ 
imnoticed, into an active one, by placing some one obj< 
in a prominent position : by displaying its wonders j 
excite his interest. Perpetually ask children Wh 
The questions of the teacher find more open ears than I 
answers. You can elevate him also, as Pestalozzi reoo 
mends, by the magnifying glass of separation ; and tl 
again by restorinj; it as before. As God, according to i 
P schoolmen, knows every thing because He made it, tes 

the child his power of mental creation ; readiness 
attention in recognising things will then follow natural 
And this brings me to the succeeding paragraphs on 1 
power of adaptive combination. 

I § 132. 

The old notion that mathematics exercises and requi 
philosophical accuracy and depth of thought, and tl 
mathematics and philosophy are sisters, has, I ho 
j disappeared. With the exception of the all-power 

i Leibnitz, great mathematicians, such as Euler, ly Alemb 

and even Newton, have been poor philosophers. T 
French have obtained more and greater mathemati< 
than philosophical prizes : great masters of numbers a 
great mechanicians have been frequently found among t 
people, but equally great philosopher's never ; and, on t 
other hand, powerful and profound philosophers, after t 
most arduous endeavours, have frequently remained b 
inditf'erent mathematicians. Among children we fii 
some open to philosophical instruction, some only 



B 



OEAP. in.] LEVANA. 379 



g mathematical. This judgment of experience is explained 

^j and verified by Kant's Critique. The mathematician con- 

211 templates quantities, the philosopher reflects upon and 

abstracts from them. The certainty of the former is, like 

2 that of the external world, a present reality, brought 

^ about by no logical conclusion : it cannot prove any thing, 

,. but merely show that it is so ; and if the quantities 

^ exceed the power of instantaneous apprehension (as is 

; generally the case even in the simplest arithmetic) they 

are proved in a merely mechanical manner by the 

method.* In philosophy there is no such conviction b}'- 

the truth of the method, but only by perceiving the truth 

of the idea. Malebranche said rightly, the geometrician 

does not love truth, but the discernment of it (1. i. ch. 2.); 

or, to express it more clearly, not its existence, but its 

proportions. Philosophy, on the contrary, will search 

into existence ; it places itself and the mathematician — • 

which is what he is incapable of doing — the whole world 

within, around and above, before its gaze. Hence religion 

and poetry, but not dead mathematics, spread living 

fibres far and deep into philosophy ; hence the great 

Kant admitted the possibility that the sciences of number 

and measurement, as exponents of earthly time and 

observation, might have no more truth beyond this life, 

whereas he never supposed this to be possible with regard 

to the ideas of reason and morality. 

'§ 133. 

The former paragraph, with its distinction of mathe- 
matics from philosophy, is meant to introduce nothing 
but the praise of Pestalozzi*s method of teaching, which 
leads the child's mind straight between the parallels of 
numbers and lines-f For in what other manner can you 

* I at once percelTe that 2x2=4; but oonfidence in the rule 
makes me believe that 319x5011 = 1598509. 

t I have reod nothing about Pestalozzi but himself, except the little 
that reviewing critics have extracted from his criticisers : yet his 
*' Lienhard und Gertrud " already announced the antidote<<lispenser 
i)f his age ; and long may he remain and find a goodly number of 
apprentices, master workman as he is I In " Die unsiohtbare Loge 



333 JEAN PAUL fbiedaich richtbb. [fbag. V 

arouse the innate desire of mental progress? T 
impulses of the seuses excite and then stupefy, bnt \a 
not to produce it. To overwhelm the mind with lessoi 
that is with mere summaries of ac<x>unt8, resembles t 
Siberian custom of giving the sacrament of the Lou 
Supper to infants : to teach reflection and abstraction 
in fact, to tear the body to pieces, and lay open t 
springs of love and faith in order to anatomize the chili 
heart and blood. Moreover, philosophy begins with wh 
is highest and most difficult ; mathematics with what 
nearest and easiest. What then remains? The mei 
physics of the eye ; the knowledge forming the bounda 
betweeu experience and abstraction ; that cool, tranqi 
calculation which does not yet enquire abouik the tlu 
giant rulers of knowled>i;e — Grod, the Universe, and o 
own Soul ; which rewards every momentary sowing wi 
a harvest ; which neither excites nor represses desires ai 
wishes, and yet finds on every spot of earth, as in a cOj 
book, examples and exercises ; which, unlike thought ai 
poetry, needs fear no difiference of result from differenc 
m heart and mind ; and for which no child is too 3 ooii 
for it, like him, grows up from the smallest beginning. 

Therefore Pestalozzi's gradual and luminous accumnl 
tion of arithmetical and geometrical proportions is right : 
is teaching to carry an increasing weighty like Milo's call 
which may at last serve for the thank-offering of an Arcl 
medes. What Pope Sixtus V. roughly said, " that, aft 
all, asses might be taught arithmetic," and the well-knoTi 
remark in the French EncyclopsBdia, that some imbeci 
persons have learnt to play chess well — for chess is 
mathematical combination, and the chess-board may ser 
as a test of mathematical power — all this commends tl 
wisdom by which Pestalozzi wrote over life, as Plato ov< 
his study, ** The geometrician alone may enter here." 

Consequently, the reproaches cast against the Swis 
*' that his school is no school of the prophets, nor even < 

(7. complete works of J. P. Richter, vol. il. 2nd edition, pp. 119, 121 
the advantage of mathematics over philosophy as a means of trainin 
was recognised some time before Pestalozzi. 

* The athlete Milo, by daily carrying a growing cal^ beoame at lai 
etrong enough to carry the full-grown ox. 



i.HAP. ra.J LEVANA. 381 

philosophers," are, in fact, eulogies; and it were to be 
regretted if he could show the falsity of the reproaches. 
Our hazy and inconstant age, fuller of dreams than of 
poems, of phantasms than of imagination, has great need 
of the clear, accurate eye of mathematics and of firm hold 
upon reality. 

And what, then, has it done towards the development of 
the mental faculties ? A great thing in childhood : it has 
unfolded the power of adaptive combination. Since the 
simple beam of mental activity has been already broken 
into the colours of many intellectual powers, it may be 
permitted me to name one more. I mean that power 
which is as different from imagination, which only 
partially embraces a subject, as from fancy, which creates ; 
that power which assists the philosopher in his chains of 
reasoning, the mathematician in his calculations, and 
every inventor in his efforts, by retaining in connection 
and presenting in order, the daily increasing masses of 
ideas, numbers, lines and images. The pupil of Pestalozzi 
exercises no creative power in his long numerical equa- 
tions (that belongs only to the discoverer of the method) 
but he calls into play his faculties of examining and 
surveying. These are capable of unlimited growth : but 
what would Newton, the mathematical pole-star, have 
become in an ocean of books ? Probably as incomprehen- 
sible to others in their best years, as he was to himself in 
his old age! If many measure the course of ideas by 
seconds ; — Bonnet required half a second for a clear idea, 
Chladen only three thirds to recall an old one, according 
to Haller's Physiology ; — they seem only to reckon in that 
the mental perusal of previously impressed thoughts ; for 
is it possible to mark thought, to divide the soft breath of 
heaven into waves ? And is not the vastest idea— God, or 
the Universe — as truly an instantaneous flash of light as 
the poorest idea, even nothing ? 

The strengthening of the power in question might 
afterwards be renewed with advantage to many sciences. 
In feiome cases, for instance, what great advantage would 
be gained from having thoroughly understood, and being 
able to recall, the various parts of a watch — from such as 
were the playthings of our childhood to the aocurata 
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repeater of half-quarters— the masterly echo of tune. This 
power may he prepared for the most opposite efforts by 
means of two very different sciences; by astronomy, for 
the comprehenhion of vast masses ; by anatomy, for that 
of the smallest portions of matter : the latter requires an 
unexpectedly great effort, for it is physically as difficult 
either for the finger or the eye to embrace the smallest as 
the largest object. 

The power we ai e speaking of may also be strengthened 
b.v gradually compressing a long historical or philosophical 
paragraph into an epigram. For instance, suppose this 
to be the sentence; "Popular authors do not make a 
selection among their thoughts, but -write them down as 
they arise, just as, in most states, the monarchs are not 
elected, but rule in order of birth." You might comprea 
It thus : " Popular authors do not permit tlieir ideas to 
rule according to the choice of reason, but according to the 
natural succession of birth." And you might conclude it 
proverbially thus : " In the popular brain the empire of 
ideas is hereditary, not elective." Of course, this only 
applies in the education of children; for to educated 
readers such brevity would be wearisome. 



CHAPTER IV. 

DEVELOPMENT OF WIT. 
§ 134. 



" Until the human body is developed, every artificial de- 
velopment of the mind is injurious. Philosophical strain- 
ings of the understanding, poetical ones of the fancy, 
destroy those very faculties in the young mind, and others 
along with them. But the development of wit, which is 
scarcely ever thought of for children, is the least hurtful, 
because its efforts are easy and momentary; the most 
useful, l)ecause it compels the new machinery of ideas to 
quicker motion; because, by the pleasure of discoverx, 
it gives increased power of command over those idea%' 
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and because in early j'ears, this qnality, either in our- 
selves or others, particularly delights by its brUlianoy. 
Why are there so few inventors, and so many learned men, 
whose heads contain nothing but immoveable furniture, 
in which the ideas peculiar to each science lie separately 
as in monks* cells, so that when their possessor writes 
about one science, he remembers nothing that he knows 
about the rest? Why? Solely because children are 
taught more ideas than command over those ideas, and 
because in school they are expected to have their 
thoughts as immoveably fixed as their persons. 

" Schlozer's historical style should be imitated in other 
sciences. I have accustomed my Gustavus to hear and to 
understand, and so himself to discover, the resemblances 
among dissimilar sciences. For instance, all great or 
heavy things move slowly ; hence Oriental monarchs, the 
Dalai-Lama, the Sun, do not move at all. \V inckelmann 

, tells us that the wise Greeks walked slowly ; also the hour 
finger of a clock, the ocean, and the clouds in fine weather 
move slowly. Again, men, the earth and pendulums go 
quicker in winter. Or, again, the name of Jehovah, of 
eastern princes, and of Home's guardian deity, as well as 
the Sybilline books, the most ancient Christian and the 
Catholic Bible, and the Veda, were concealed. It is in- 
describable what great readiness and pliability of thought 
children thus attain. Of course the information which 

, you wish to combine must first be in the head. But 
enough I the pedant understands and does not approve; 
and the less prejudiced reader also says. Enough I " 

This paragraph follows some introductory arguments in 
the invisible Lodge, book i. p. 131. 

§ 135. 

After the severe rule and lesson-time of mathematics the 
sans-culottish freedom and play-time of wit best follows ; 
an<? if the former, like the Neptunist, forms all things 
coldly and slowly, the latter, like the Vulcanist, ascribes 
to them a rapid and fiery origin. The glance of wit passes 
over long and dark series of ideas, acquired by the power 
of preliminary education, in order afterwards to create. 
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The first efiforts of intelleotual groi/irth are witty. And 
the ptussage from geometry to the eleotrio art of wit, 
as Lichtenberg, Kastner, D'Alembert and the Fraidi 
in general, prove, is a natural and an easy, rather thn 
a forced march. The Spartans, Cato, Seneca, Tacitio. 
Bacon, Yotmg, Leasing, Lichtenberg, are examples howthe 
fall, heavy, thunder-clouds of knowledge break out inib 
lightning of wit. Every discovery is at first an incidence; 
and from this moving point is developed a progressive 
living form. The intellectual effort doubles and treblet 
itself; one witty idea produces another, as the new-to 
Diana assisted at the birth of her twin brother Apollo. 

§ 136. 

It is easier to perceive that wit precedes reflection and 
imagination in the nursery and the schoolroom, than to 
see how to produce it. The great majority of teachen 
will object that they do not themselves possess it, vid 
that it is verv difficult to imitate the French langaage- 
master who nelped out his German pupils with their 
German and yet knewnothing of it. Niemeyer recommends 
for this purpose charades and anagrams — but these onlj 

serve for reflection upon language ; — and riddles whidu 

though better, are yet but witty definitions ; — and gamei 
in company, the majority of which, however, tend to 
excite a spirit of rational talking rather than wit. But 
can no witty poems, no witty anecdotes, no play upon 
words, be discovered? And is it not at first an eaaj 
matter to let children seek moral resemblances in physical 
substances, until their pinions have grown sufficiently 
strong to reach from mental to bodily resemblances? 
( Vide my Introduction to ^Esthetics, ii.) 

The author once presided for three years over a small 
school comprising ten children of his friends ; the best 
head among his pupils, of different ages and sexes, had 
only mastered Cornelius Nepos. So, along with the Latin 
language, German, French and English had to be begnn, 
as well as the so-called practical sciences. The diaries of 
this eccentric school— during whose holiday hours ibe 
Invisible Lodge and Hesperus were composed — along 
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with the confession of 6,11 his mistaken view6,b(5long to 
the account of the author's life hereafter to be published. 
But what follows will find its right place here. After 
half a year's daily instruction for five hours, in the repe- 
titions of which such witty resemblances as accident 
offered were sought, and during which the children had 
the Spartan permission to attack one another, — by which 
means when out of school they were preserved from the 
German fault of over-sensitiveness, — the author, to en- 
courage the children and confirm the habit, made a 
manuscript book, entitled "Anthology of my Pupils* 
Bon-mots," in which he wrote in their presence every 
idea of a not merely local character. A few examples 

may serve to show his method. A boy, G , twelve 

years old, the cleverest of the children, endowed with 
mathematical and satirical talents, said as follows : — 
" Man is imitated by four things, an echo, a shadow, an 
ape, and a mirror ; — the windpipe, the bigoted Spaniards, 
and ants, suffer no foreign substance within their limits, 
but drive it out ; — the air-bag of the whale, out of which 
it breathes when under water, is the water stomach of 
the camel, whence it drinks when there is no other water ; 
— the concealment of the Greeks in the Trojan horse 
was a living transmigration of souls ; — when calculations 
become longer, logarithms must be made of logarithms ; — 
mercuiy is poison, and the mythological Mercury con- 
ducted souls both into heaven and hell," &c. &c. The 
same boy's younger brother, ten and a half years old, 
said, — "God is the only perpetuum mobile; — the Hun- 
garians preserve both their wine and their beehives in the 
earth; — Constantinople looks beautifid from a distance, 
but ugly when near, and it stands upon seven hills; so 
the planet Venus shines gloriously from a distance, but 
on approaching nearer you find it uneven and full of 
steep mountains," &c. &c. His sister, seven years old, 
said, — " Every night we are seized with apoplexy, but in 
the morning we are well again ; — the world is the budy 
of God ; — when the pulse beats quickly we are ill ; when 
slowly, well : so when the clouds move fast, they betoken 
foul weather; when slowly, fair weather; — when the 
Spartans were in battle they wore red cloaks, so that the 
I. 2 c 
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blood miglit not be seen ; and certain Italians wear black 
ones, so that you may not see the fleas ; — my school is a 
Quaker's meeting-house where every one may speak;— 
the stupidest people dress themselves the most showily , 
so the stupidest animals, insects, are the gaudiest," ^c. 
Sometimes there were several fathers and mothers to the 
same idea ; one spark drew out the rest too quickly, and 
then they all justly insisted on a community of honour in 
the " Anthology of Bon-mots." 

Slavishness darkens and hides all the salt-springs of 
wit ; hence those teachers who, like weak princes, can 
only maintain their position by the censorehip of the 
press will probably do wisely to choose walks, and leare 
the children at liberty in order to make them witty. 
The writer of the " Anthol(^y of Bon-mots " permitted 
his scholars to exercise their wit upon, but not against, 
himself. 

A learned gentleman* fears danger to the sense of 
truth from these exercises of the wit, though he has no 
fault to find i^ith the things themselves ; but if so, he 
must also dread that something better — sentiment — 
which takes the place of truth in our dark age, will be 
falsillod by the forms of speech which teach and analyse 
its expression and its cause. And for what reason shall 
witty similes be held incompatible with truth, as if they 
also did not really, though not so obviously, illustrate it? 
We do not recommend children any Olympic games of 
wit but such as are German; and the northern nature 
itself is so excellent a check to all over-excitement, that 
even a German university could redress the balance of 
the strong and pungent wit of two such men as Rastner 
and Lichtenberg, and learnedly held out against them in 
the learned journal of Gottingen. 

* A veviewer of Leyana in the *' Gottinger Gelehrto-Anzeige," i 
literary joornai ao oalled, and still published at Gottingen. 
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CHAPTER V. 
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( DEVELOPMENT OF REFLECTI05T, ABSTRACTIO.V, AND SELF-KNOW 
i LEDGE; TOGETHER WITH AN EXTKA PARAGRAPH ON THE 

t POWERS OF ACTION AND BUSINESS. 



§ 137. 



I MAY be most brief about what is most important; 
for time and libraries are sufficiently prolix about it. 
The reflective contemplation of self which conceals and 
annihilates the external and superterrene universe by 
guiding and lowering man into his own inner world, now 
1 finds its mining ladders in every book shop. Moreover 
]j our modem life, broken up into particles by the search 
after pleasure, and destitute of any great, active aims t<r 
unite mind and matter, is enough, without further 
. oause, to make every one live within himself, and forget 
the universe until some shock to his nerves of feeling 
painfully reminds him of existence. If any men of the 
present age be of a poetical nature life quickly becomes 
a desert to them, in whose undulating air, as in that of 
other deserts, objects appear both wavering and gigantic. 
If they be of a philosophical disposition they fancy the 
ideal garden-ladder against which they lean to be a fruit 
tree, its dead steps living branches, and mount^njr them 
to be gathering fruit. Hence self-destruction soon follows 
the philosophical destruction of the world. Hence there 
are more lunatics and fewer poets than formerly : the 
philosopher and the madman ceaselessly point with the 
left-hand index finger to the right hand, and cry out 
"Object— Subject!" 

Consequently, in philosophical and poetical natures, 
always endeavour to postpone the reflecting observation 
of self until the gh^wing season of the passions, so that 
the child may gamer and preserve a fresh, steadfast and 
earnest life. 

Children of common and merely active dispositions, 
who do not so readily lose sight of the outer works of 
the world, may be advanced Ave years earlier, by the 

2 c 2 
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wheels of logic, physiology and transcendental philosophy, 
into the citadel of the soul, so that they may learn thence 
to contemplate their course of life. The inner world is 
the remedy or antidote for the man of business ; as the 
external universe is for the philosopher. Poetry, as the 
happy union of both worlds, promotes the higher welfare 
of both; as, by it, that healthful reflection and abstraction 
are attained which raise man above want and time to a 
nobler view of life. 

§ 138. 

This is a suitable place to speak of the development of 
the faculties for business, the sense of the man of the 
world, which, in contradistinction to reflection, is a me- 
diator between matter and mind; but it serves to mix 
rather than to combine them indissolubly. This sense for 
the objects of sense, this presence of mind for what is ex- 
ternally present, a quality so gloriously perfect in heroes, 
creates or annihilates things by the quickest combinatioiis 
of such dissimilar materials as external and internal 
observations, or sensations and ideas, by a sinmltaneoiu 
exercise of comprehension, foresight and physical power. 
Like the two-headed eagle in the fable, which watched 
with one head while it took nourishment with the other, 
the man of the world must look at once within and with- 
out, unblinded by what is within, unalarmed by what is 
without ; and he must stand upon a point whicii, though 
he himself move, yet never alters the circle nor changes 
its position. 

But it is diflBcult to provide a palaestra for the develop- 
ment of this power suited to boys ; they must contend 
with the only world they have about them — that of edn- 
cation. It is not a fighting school they must pass througli 
— for as yet they should have no enemies — but they may 
run a practising gauntlet against what lies in their way, 
and war upon things, not men. It is to be hoped that 
the teacher may find them the needful opportunities. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OJT THE EDUCATION OF THE RECOLLECTION — NOT OF THE 

MEMORY. 

§139. 

The diflference between recollection and memory is 
insisted upon by moralists more than by writers on edu- 
cation. Memory, a receptive not a creative facidty, is 
subjected to physical conditions more than all other 
mental powers ; for every kind of weakness (direct and 
indirect, as well bleeding as intoxication) impairs it, and 
dreams interrupt it ; it is not subject to the will, is 
possessed by us in common with the beasts ;* and can be 
inost eflfectually strengthened by the physician : a bitter 
stomachic will increase it more than a whole dictionary 
learnt by heart. For if it gained strength by what it 
receives, it would grow with increasing years, that is, in 
proportion to its wealth in hoarded names; but it can 
carry the heaviest burdens most easily in unpractised 
youth, and it holds those so firmly that they appear above 
the grey hairs of age as the evergreens of childhood. 

§140. 

On the contrary, recollection, the creative power, as fr^ 
to call forth or to discover a consequence from the given 
ideas of memory, as wit or imagination are from their own 
stores; this exercise of the will denied to beasts, which 
belongs chiefly to the mind, and therefore grows with its 
growth; this faculty comes within the sphere of the 
educator. Hence, memory can be iron, recollection only 
quicksilver, and the graving- tool acts corrosively only on 
the former. The division of this power into memory for 
words and memory for things is, therefore, erroneous, at 
least in expression. He who can retain in his head a page 

* Daring moulting (a disf>rder of birds) the bull-finch forgets his 
6ong, and the hawk his cunning : just as at au earlier stage each loieil 
bis nature through a debilitating want of sleep. 
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of Hottentot words will certainly mucH more easily retain 
a volume of Kant ; for either he understands it — and then 
every idea calls up an associated idea more readily than 
a word can a perfectly dissimilar word — or he does not 
understand it ; and then he merely retains a philosophical 
vocabulary, and uses it as well in every disputation, or 
for every combination, as many renowned students of the 
Critique already prove. But memory for things does not 
presuppose memory for names ; but only because instead 
of bvr.ng called memory for things it ought to be called 
recollection. 

Eecollection, like every other mental power, can only 
work according to the laws of association ; not sounds, hut 
things, that is to say, thoughts, educate. Head a volume 
of history to a boy, and compare the copious abstract lie 
can furnish of that with the miserable remnant he could 
collect from a page of Humboldt's Mexican words which 
you had read aloud to him. Plattner remarks in his 
Anthropology that things merely in juxtaposition are 
retained with more difficulty than things coming in 
se(][uence : an animal, as it seems to me, would experience 
the very reverse ; and for this reason : memory applies to 
juxtaposition, recollection to sequence, because it, and not 
the former, excites to mental activity by causation, or 
some other association of ideas. Pythagoras recommended 
his pupils each evening to recall the events of the day, not 
solely as an act of self-mortification, but also as a means 
of strengthening the recollection. Kalov knew the whole 
Bible by heart; Barthius, when but in his ninth year, 
Terence ; Sallust, Demosthenes ; and Scaliger learned 
Homer in twenty-one days : but then these are books full 
of intimately associated words, not mere dictionaries; a 
whole library with all its volumes is easier to retain— for 
the connection assists the recollection — than a short list of 
them. When D*Alembert makes the easy retention of a 
poem a proof of its excellence, his position loses something 
of novelty, but gains in truth by the versus memorialeSi 
mnemonic verses, and the laws of the ancient lawgivers 
promulgated in verse. He, in other words, observes that 
the recollection is assisted by the close connection of 
the parts, a quality peculiarly possessed by good poemfl. 
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Henoe the Abb^ Delille rightly regards his poems as better 
^ thfui, for instance, his translated originals; not only 

* because he has them in his mind before he transcribes 
*' them, and so can sell the publisher his manuscript full of 

* the final rhymes, to which he afterwards attaches the rest 
} of the verse, — but also because he cannot remember much of 

* Milton or Virgil, although he has read both several times. 
■ Q'o strengthen the combining power of the recollection, 
^ accustom your children from their earliest years to relate 
' to you some passage in history, or a tale; and for this 
' purpose the most diffusely told story is the best. Fur- 
ther, if you wish your child to advance rapidly, both in 
a foreign language and in power of recollection, do not 
set him to learn words, but a chapter which he has trans- 
lated a few times : here recollection assists the memory ; 
words are remarked in their verbal connection, and the 
best dictionary is a favourite book. 

It is more difficidt to remember a single thing than 
many joined together. The example of Lessing, who always 
devoted himself exclusively for a time to one particidar 
branch of knowledge, proves the truth of Locke's remark, 
that the way to become learned is to pursue one subject 
only for a considerable period. The reason lies in the 
systematic nature of the recollection ; it is certain that a 
science will adhere more closely which has had time to 
spread its roots in the soil. Hence nothing so much en- 
feebles the recollection as leaps from one branch of the tree 
of knowledge to another ; as men become forgetful who 
have the management of several dissimilar offices. Let 
your child pursue one and the same branch of knowledge 
uninterruptedly for a month; what a probability of 
growth in twelve branches during the year I The dislike 
of the sameness will soon be lost in the pleasure of progress ; 
and the science thus grounded and daily increasing its 
limits will in time present a variety of flowers. Certainly 
the foundations of every science should be laid and worked 
upon for sometime without the intermixture of any other ;* 

* Even in mechanical handwriting a month's practice in large hand 
is desirable — interrupted by no running'hand : so that the more 
firmly aoqnired character may better withstand the later detriments <rf 
baste. 



392 JEAN PAUL FBIEDBIOH BICHTER. [PBAQ. VII. 

then a new one may be commenoed, and the other re- 
peated for a change ; and thus we may proceed, until, 
after the careful erection of the scaffolding, we may begin 
the building, and not till many of these are completed can 
a street be formed. For a contemporaneous multiplicity 
of sciences is not adapted to early youth, which is only 
capable of embracing an individual subject, — but to 
maturer age, which can compare them together. 

Recollection by association of place — falsely called 
memoria loccdia — this play-room of the so-called arts of 
memory — shows the necessity of connection. For this 
reason travelling enfeebles local recollection. A prison, 
said a Frenchman, is a memoria localis ; and many, Bassom- 
pierre for example, have therein written their memoirs 
solely on the walls — of the skull. 

§ 141. 

But there is one mental talisman even for the memory 
— I mean the charm of the object. A woman retains the 
titles of books with as much difficulty as her learned 
husband does the names of fashionable dresses; an old 
philologist, oblivious of other things, does not suffer an 
unknown word that adds to his word-treasures to escape 
him. 

No one has a memory for every thing, because no one 
feels an interest in every thing. And the physical powers 
set bounds even to the strengthening influence oi desire 
on the memory — think of that when with children : — for 
instance, if a Hebrew bill of exchange for a thousand 
pounds were promised, on condition of demanding its 
payment in the very words of the document, as once read 
aload, everybody would try to remember them, but unless 
he were a Jew, the words and the form would fail him. 

If grown-up people find italics and German-text usefal 
to liiark their memoranda, I should think it possible that 
little children also might require some such assistance 
But teachers ply them with uninterrupted notation, and 
then, when they have printed whole books (or lessons) in 
italic and German- text, ask, with wonder, " whether it is 
possible a thing can be overlooked, when printed in different 
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or large text ? " Permit something to be forgotten, when 
you desire them to remember so much. 

Eesemblance, the rudder of recollection, is the dangerous 
rock of memoi-y. Among related objects only one can 
exert the charm of novelty or priority. Thus, the correct 
spelling of very similar words, such asahnen (to forbode), 
ahnden (to revenge^ ; malen (to paint), mahlen (to grind) ; 
das (the) and dasa (that) ; Katheder (professor's chair), and 
catheter (although the last two are found occasionally 
together), is more difficult than that of totally diflferent 
ones. There are few aged men who remain at home and 
are able to remember or relate the little circumstances of 
their monotonous life for a fortnight : by the constant re- 
currence of the daily echo the history of their lives is as 
much shortened as life itself is prolonged. The history of 
the fourth or fifth ten years of life shrivels up into a note 
compared with the chapter on the fourth or fifth year. 
An eternity might, at last, become shorter than a moment. 

It is incomprehensible to me how people fancy they 
can teach children to read or write the letters easily by 
pointing out their resemblances, and laying before them 
at once i y, o e, or, in writing, i r, h k, &c. The very 
opposite plan ought to be pursued ; i should be placed 
next g, V next z, o next r ; the contrast, like li^ht and 
shadow, make both prominent, until reflected lights and 
half shades can separate them anew from each other. 
The fast-rooted dissimilarities serve at last to hold fast 
the resemblance that exists among them. So the old plau 
of teaching spelling by lists of words alphabetically 
arranged is bad, on account of the difficulty of distinguish- 
ing similar sounds ; whereas that of classing together 
derivatives from the same Latin or Greek word assists the 
remembrance, because the radical word does not alter. 
If instruction in arts of meiiiory had a place in the Levana, 
I might suggest the following sportive methods, daily 
drawing tickets in a spelling lottery, where each child 
would not only observe his own, but his companions' 
words ; every pupil might each day receive a foreign word 
of parole, wherewith to greet his teacher : or the scholar 
niight be set to print a short Latin sentence with its 
translation ; or he might be t^>ld to write the same word 
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in yarious styles af penmansliip : in dates, for which these 
methods are much more necessary than for words, th6 
teacher might give the years written merely with conso- 
nants, because the addition of the necessary vowels would 
impress the whole line on the memory ; and he might cut 
woi*thless maps into sections, allow his pupils to take them 
home, and expect them to be brought back joined together 
in the fashion of architectural games; and so forth: it 
were, indeed, a miserable prospect if hundreds of such 
arts did not occur to the teacher. I myself, however, 
would not choose any of these proposed methods of catch- 
ing and yoking attention, but would adopt that of down- 
right force and industry. I do believe that a rod would 
help a creeping child to walk better than crutches under 
his arms, which at first carry but afterwards are carried 
by him. Let yea yea, and nay nay, or warmth and fire 
l?e your double watchword. 

§ 142. 

Artemidorus, the grammarian, forgot every thing when 
he was terrified. Fear cripples the memory, both by 
producing physical weakness and mental iixitation ; the 
frost of cold fear chains every living power which it 
approaches. The bonds are removed even from the 
criminal when he is to speak and be judged ! And yet 
many teachers put fresh fetters on their pupils before they 
hear, and threaten before they teach them. Do they 
suppose the terrified soul can observe or remember any 
thing better than the pain of fear, and the blows of the 
stick? Can the free glance of the mental eye co-exist 
with the abject slavery of the heart? Will the poor 
sinner on the scaffold embrace the beauties of the siur- 
rounding landscape and,^ in contemplating them, forget 
the impending axe ? 
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EIGHTH FRAGMENT. 

Cbap. I. Beauty limited to the outward Sense, §§ 143, 144 ; to th« 
inner Sense, §§ 145, 146. Chap. II. Classical Education, §§ 147, 
148. 



CHAPTER L 



fl* DEVELOPMENT OF THE SENSE OF BEAUTY. 

i § 143. 

I USE the expression sense of beanty instead of taste ; taste 
for the snblime sounds as badly as smell for the sublime. 
The French publish one of the best instructions on taste 
under the title Almanach des Gourmands. Farther ; the 
sense of beauty is not the same as the instinctive desire to 
express beauty ; the development and improvement of this 
latter faculty belongs properly to schools of art. If your 
boy, even in the school-room, be taught to produce instead 
of only to feel and see beautiful forms and beautiful 
thoughts, he is as much spoiled as if he were a father 
before being a lover. Nothing is more dangerous, either 
for art or heart, than the premature expression of feeling ; 
many a poetic genius has been fatally chilled by delicious 
draughts of Hippocrene in the warm season of youth. The 
feelings of the poet, especially, should be closely and coolly 
covert, and the hardest and driest sciences should retard 
the bursting blossoms tiU the due spring-time. Pope, when 
a boy, wrote poems of sentiment ; when a man, epigrams. 
It is said that every clever man, such as Leibnitz and 
Kant, for instance, must have written verses in his youth : 
this may be very true of him who writes none in mature 
life; the philosopher, the mathematician, the statesman, 
may begin where the poet ends, and vice versa I Is the poet 
the only one who reveals the secret, — the holiest, and the 
tenderest of humanity ; then must he guard and keep it 
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in the soul, as tenderly as if he were the Blessed Yirgin, 
from every carpenter, until the Holy Spirit give her tk 
Son. Let the poet first, then, attain the full stature of hii 
model before he copies it. Let him, like the beautiW 
white butterfly, first live on the leaves of the schools, 
unfold his wings when the flowers hold honey. 

§144. 

Children, like women, always kindly disposed towarfi 
pedants, would not think it utterly ridiculous if om 
attempted, for instance, to instil into a boy admiration 
for a girl's beautifiil features by displaying drawings ot 
hideous noses, lips and necks, and along with them b^uti- 
ful paintings of the same parts, so that when the young 
man left the school of design he might at once fall in love 
with a beautiful woman as judiciously as a simpleton who 
had nevier been to school. 

Something very similar is done by those teachers who 
try to educate the sense of the sublime ; which, however, 
is not increased, but diminished, by the given examples oi 
sublimity. The circumnavigator of the world does not 
think the sea so sublime as does his wife, who views it 
only from the coast ; the stars come at last to look smaller 
in the naked eye of an astronomer than in ours. 

In fact, men want to educate every thing (themselves 
excepted) which will certainly educate itself; and they do 
this the more earnestly because the result is certain and 
irresistible, as in walking, seeing, tasting, <fec. : but for the 
sense of arti>tic beauty, which peculiarly needs education, 
schools are rarely built. 

A child may be conducted into the artistic realm ot 
beauties appreciable by the outward senses, such as paint- 
ing, music, architecture, earlier than into that of beauties 
appreciable only by the mind, such as poetry. Above all 
things educate the German eye, which is so far behind the 
German ear. Conceal from him every distortion of shape 
or drawing — one might add of the streets, if it were possible 
to hide the grotesque appearance of our houses, dresses and 
ornaments, or rather disfigurements. — and surround his 
beauteous age with beauty. The example of the critically 
correct Italians proves that an artist's hand is not th« 
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I necessary accompaniment of an artist's eye. Open a child's 
': eye, more than his heart, to the beauties of nature ; the 
.i latter opens naturally in its proper season, and sees farther 
j and more beauties than those you place before it. Unfor- 
- innately little can be accomplished in this direction by 
your unaided eflforts; only the state — which, however, 
loves better to carve its wood into parade-beds than cradles 
of art — can provide true education for the eye, which is 
best taught by streets, temples and gardens. May the 
generous and noble plan for an Art-echool of the powerful 
I author of " Die reisende Maler " (The Travelling Painters) 
soon come into the hands of a prince who will not think that 
he buys too dearly with his regalia the more worthy crown- 
jewels of Art. Must royalty and art be everywhere as 
far distant from each other as the Sun and Venus— a space 
which a cannon ball would requiie seventeen j'ears to 
traverse ? * The former paragraph clearly excludes poets 
from the proposed school of art. A great poetic gallery, 
filled with novices gathered together for the express pur- 
pose of poetising, could at most but furnish poetDs upon 
poetry and poets, in short, but mock-heroic imitations ; an 
evil which the acquirement of technical facility, the great 
advantage of a school for art, does not compensate. A true 
poet must, like Shakspeare and Cervantes, have struggled 
with life and all its conditions; then he may take the 
pencil, not merely to lay colour by colour, but to paint his 
soul upon the canvas. If an intimate acquaintance with 
poems led to writing poems, actors ought to have written 
the best plays. 

An artistic school for the ear is less required from defi- 
ciency of teachers, patterns and energy, than from a super- 
fluity of them, for sometimes the teachers will drown one 
another, though at the risk of being themselves out of tune. 
Fortunately it is more difficult to change or destroy the 
simple taste of the hearing, than of the seeing or reading, 
public. Behind the most sensitive ear the heart always 
remains open to the simplest melodies : the virtuoso alone 
is his own empoisoner. 

* The times, unfortunately, have compelled an affirmative answer ; 
the school of art remains still in the celestial realm of the Beautiful : 
wad its architect has flown away to it — ^the man of gi'cat heart, tha 
pious man, the richly gifted poet. 

'mi 
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§145. 

If the art of poetry have been pronounced, and with 
justice, to embrace all human nature, to be the Yenns- 
girdle which enchantingly combines the most opposite 
}iowers, the most graceful alternate transformation of form 
into subject, and this again into that, like the candle 
whose flame assumes a shape, and yet through which the 
wick is visible ; if this be so, we must indeed wonder that 
the study of this unity in plurality should be appointed for 
that time of life in which variety is small, and the power 
of combining it weak or even erring. Must not children 
resemble nations on whom the sun of beauty first shone 
after the tempest of their wants was stilled ? And does 
not poetry, the bridal ornament of Psyche, require her to 
be full-grown and a bride ? Before the thirteenth or 
fourteenth year, before the time of opening manhood, 
which throws a romantic splendour round sun, and moon, 
and spring, and sex, and poetry, the child regards poetical 
flowers as so many dried medicinal herbs. The error of 
prematurely introducing a child to the treasures of poetry 
can only arise from the aesthetic mistake of believing the 
spirit of poetry to consist less in the whole than in its 
variously-scattered, dazzling charms of sound, pictures, 
events and feelings ; for these a child has naturally a 
ready ear. Ehymers and verse writers may, indeed, play 
a useful part at an early age. Bhyme delights both the 
most uncultivated and the youngest ear ; and the harmony 
of iull-sounding prose will soon melt the little souL In- 
structive poetry, resembling circular light-holders, also 
is good. Songs, too, are passable. Tales, particularly 
Oriental tales, the Arabian IS'ights* Entertainments, (those 
romantic summer nights, so shcnrt whether to men or 
children!) will arouse the dreaming poetic heart with 
gentle charms until it is afterwards strong enough to 
comprehend the lofty lyric ode, the wide-extended level 
epic, the thronging passions of tragedy. 

When manhood and womanhood have kindled the 
transitory joy-fires of life, and all their powers seek unity 
and the future, then let the poet approach, and be the 
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Orpheus who animates dead bodies, as well as tames wild 
"beasts. But what poets shall the teacher bring ? 

§ 146. 

Our own! Neither Greek, nor Roman, nor Hebrew, 
nor Indian, nor French, but German. Let the Englishman 



£^ select English poets, and every nation its owu. Only when 
7 ^. we call to mind the poverty of the dark ages, whose 
2^' seeming corpse the miracles of Greece and Rome re- 
^' animated, can we comprehend the existing absuidity of 
'9 not educating and preparing the mind by means of native, 
^" . related and youn j beauties for those of foreign and distant 
LJ ages ; but of precisely reversing the matter and placing 
^ .him among strangers instead of those who speak his 
~ f mother-tongue. The quickest comprehension and percep- 
9 tion of all the secondary tints in a poet's work, the 
^ intensest feeling for its subject, the widest embrace of its 
tof aim, and of its humour — all this is only possible to the 
* reader of his own countryman, not of any foreign wonderful 
^ being ; if the actual conditions of his native country help 
•' the poet to colour, they also help the reader to see : she 
i. was a Roman who at once inspired Raflfaelle—the Roman — 
!< as a mistress and a Madonna. Must we in the North dig 
I' all our beauties and hopes, like vases and urns, out of 
■I sepulchres ? 

I We may do so rightly if we speak only of vases and 

I similar objects ; that is to say, of the artistic education of 
i the eye. The most beautiful forms should be first pre- 
sented to the eye — a Grecian Venus to a Chinese. But if 
the education of the inner sense be the object, offer the 
nearest first. The outer sense accustoms itself, by degrees, 
to the most preposterous forms, as all journals of fashion 
show, and becomes attached to them by length of time ; 
the inner sense is formed b}' the contemplation of childish 
beauties to the comprehension of mental beauty. Begin 
with Raffaelle and Gluck, but not with Ij^ophocles. 

At home and at school let the native poets be first 
{..aced on the altar as gods of the household and the 
country ; let the little child rise from the lesser to the 
greater gods. What love of country must not that hanging 
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on the lips of native poets inspire ! And to what beau- 
tiful slow reading should we not be ac customed, (for th« 
German reads every thing quickly that is not very far 
removed in distance, age and language) it one of Klopstock's 
odes, for instance, were as critically dissected as one of 
Horace's ! What power should we not obtain over our 
own language, if, at the age when schoolmasters usually 
discourse about Pindar and Aristophanes, we were intro- 
duced to the sonorous odes of Klopstock and Voss, into 
the antique temple of Goethe, the lofty dome of Schiller! 
For even our own language must speak to us according 
to a model, if it is to produce any eflfect. Hence the old 
humanists (and some modem ones too) wrote Latin best, 
and both old and new worldlings write French best, and 
both parties often wrote miserable German : Leibnitz and 
the Hectors on the one side, and Frederick the Great on 
the other, confirm my observation^ 



CHAPTER IL 

CLASSICAL EDUCATION. 
§ 147. 



FbR the sake of brevity I begin this chapter with the 
request that the reader will first peruse, in the Invisible 
Lodge, Book First, the supplement headed " Why I give 
my Gustavus witty and bad authors, but forbid the 
classical, I mean Greek and Latin writers;'* thereby I 
shall be spared both copj'ing and printing it over again; 
and also the bad attempt to clothe the same thoughts, d' 
soul, with another body. I have not yet met with any 
refutation of that paragraph ; nor, during the twenty 
years which have elapsed since its publication, have 1 
been able to refute myself. 

What follows might be appended to a second or third 
edition. 

J ask whether those men who have given us 'Wieland'n 
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ixplanation of the 8a4!r6s of Honiod, Ybss's iranslation of 
lomer, Schleiermacker's introductory translations of 
Plato's disconrSes, haVe sprung from that Latin town 
^hioh Maupertuis reoommdnded to be founded? Only 
nen of mind, of power, and of education, completed hy 
note and higher studies than mere philology, only ohil- 
Iren bom on fortunate days, such as Goethe and Herder, 
lave ever seen the spirit of antiquity; the rest have 
mly beheld, instead, treasures of words and gleanings of 
iowe/TB, Is it not madness to think it even possible that 
I boy of fourteen or sixteen, however great his abilities, 
ian comprehend the harmony of poetry and deep thougat 
contained in One of Plato s discourses, or the worldly 
Persiflage of Horace's satires, when the genius itself ha» 
M>t conducted the men I name to the pure cold heights 
)f antiquity until long after the fiery season of youth ? 
I^y do teachers demand what they can so seldom do 
^emselyes? I entreat them to think partly of the in- 
lifferenoe with which they and the Italian savans await 
the unrolling of the eight hundred manuscripts in 
Serculaneum ; partly of the stupidity with which they 
first mistook, and afterwards criticised, the new Greek 
spirit of Goethe in his elegies on the antique at Weimar 
Ipartly of the numberless mistakes they have made in 
stttributing a Grecian resemblanoe to many a flat produc- 
tion, merely on account of its German dulness and French 
form,* and denying it to such pure, powerful works as 
those of Herder. And does not the preference which the 
routh of our universities manifests towards every new 
hairy comet really show what is effected by the ancient 
ustronomy in our youthful training places? And is it 
possible, even if all other things were different, that the 
tender, indivisible form of beauty can be appreciated if 
grammatic divisions break it, like the Medicean Yenus, 
into thirteen fragments and thirty smaller pieces. What, 
in this case, the youth -may gladly confound with the 
JDUJoyment of the whole, and with the goddess of flowers, 
is the pleasure derived from some wayside flower in the 
iwndy desert of philological exercises ; and the ordinary 

* Sjq, to many a one of Wieland*a, wherein there is often nothing 
Qwofk but the Boene and the month-naihd. 
I. 2d 
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teacher mistakes bis sand bath for the floral deity. This 
perversity causes the study of the ancients, which must 
present its casket of phrases at every boy's toilet, to give; 
his concetti to the Italian, his host of synonymes to th^ 
English, and to the German every taste which he can 
find. And thus the new age is lost to us by the wounds 
of beauty. 

I 148. 

Let antiquity be the Venus and morning star which 
rises over the evening of our North. It depends on onr 
position with regard to the star of beauty whether it 
shall shine upon us with a full or only a partial light 
The language of the ancients is a very different thing* 
So, again, is the spirit of their history, or subject; and, 
thirdly, the spirit of their form, or poetry. 

The learning of the ancient languages and their 
harmonic beauty has no prematurity to dread ; but why 
are these canonical writings of the spirit desecrated into 
books for teaching the alphabet and ireading ? Do not 
people understand that no mind, least of all a ohild*8, can 
turn at once in such opposite directions as language and 
subject, even though it be a poet's subject, require? 

Especial care should be taken never to reduce a reality 
to a mere arrangement of words, particularly because the 
recollection rejects as indigestible all single, isolated 
matters. If the fact stands prominently forth, the word 
or name is often lost sight of. Thus it has frequently 
been remarked that those boys find it most difficult to 
remember the names of the heroes in ancient Greek or 
Eoman story, who have their deeds impressed most 
vividly on their minds. So, in novels, the interest of the 
story and of the hero will sometimes make a young lady 
read the whole without knowing the names of the hero 
or heroine, which yet stand npon. every page, and canfl0 
her to forget them in their lives as completely as the 
Greeks who, according to Lessing, named their tragedies 
after persons who did not appear in them. 

What Greek or Latin books are the most suitable for 
teaching those languages ? Partly imitations, which may 
be made in order not to load a deaf and dumb spirit to 
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y -the divine oracles of the ancients ; partly also those 
Ancient books which possess most interest for the youth- 

• ful mind : for instance, the youuger Pliny (as a forerunner 
of the French letter writers), and even the elder Pliny ; 
at least he is much more suitable than Tacitus, so full of 

. .poison, the world and life; also Lucan, Seneca, Ovid, 

^ Martial, QuintiliaD, Cicero's youthful orations, &o. 

In Greek the romantic Odyssey, in spite of its im- 
portance, might occupy an early place, then Plutarch, 
iElian, and even the Plutarch of philosophers, Diogenes 
Laertius. The ages of iron and brass, like the metals 
•after which they are named, should be laid at once On the 
8i]u:face, and the nobler metals raised afterwards upon 
.them. In short, to obtain strength, observe the Grecian 
.-law which forbade athletes even to look upon beauties. 

The fortificationi^ round the city of God have been laid 
by the ancients for every age in the history of their own. 
The present ranks of humanity would sink irrecoverably 
if the youth did not take its way through the silent 
temple of the mighty past into the mai^et-place of after- 
life. The names of Socrates, Cato, Epaminondas, and 
others, are pyramids of the power of will. Eome, Athens, 
Sparta, are the three crowning cities of the giant Geryon ; 
•and after-ages fix their eyes on the youth as on the 
primitive mountains of humanity. Not to know the 
ancients is to be an ephemeron which neither sees the 
sun rise nor set. But do not expose this antique temple 
as though it were a receptacle for cast-off customs and 
phrases, and as though its holy relics, instead of being 
worshipped, might, like warriors' bones, be converted into 
knife-handles and the like. The man can draw the 
history of the ancients from their own springs ; the child 
may dr&w them from the man : one ancient alone I would 
except, Plutarch, from whose hand the young may receive 
the animating palm wine of the mighty past. But school- 
m^asters willingly sacrifice the purification of the soul by 
ancient history to a pure Grecian. So Demosthenes, 
destitute of ornament, poor in flowery garlands, rich in 
chains of argument, and rich in ands, is sacrificed to 
sounding, flowery Cicero. 
It were surely well to consult the tige and advanoo- 

2 D 2 
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ment of the pupils in Bohools, and begin with the easier 
classical authors, Cicero, Virgil, Livy, Herodotus, Ana- 
creon, Tyrtieus, Euripides; afterwards advancing to the 
more difficult, Horace, Gassar, Lucretius, Sophocles, Plato, 
Aristophanes. Here, as is natural, that oixlerly disorder 
is scorned by which masters place the difficulty of under- 
standing an author in the phrases, rather than in the 
higher spirit ; just similarly in a French school Goethe 
would be read by the lower classes, Schiller by the second, 
Haller by the first, and I by nobody. I call Virgil an 
easy classical author ; CsBsar a difficult one ; the odes of 
Horace are easy, his satires difficult ; Klopstock is oftener 
easy than Goethe, because merely verbal difficulties may 
be overcome by teaching and industry, but mental diffi- 
culties only by the maturity of thought, which comes 
with years. 

If it be asked where time is to be found for the so- 
called knowledge of things, and the studies whereby a 
livelihood is to be obtained since their subjects constantly 
increase, and we resemble an army, the last ranks of whidb 
must march quickest — I tranquilly answer. Give natural 
philosophy and natural history, astronomy and geometry, 
and abundant supplies of " bread studies," in the school- 
rooms and leoture-rooms of your gymnasiums ; and in so 
doing vou will give the boys ten times more pleasure 
than they receive from the unfolding of the mummy 
bandages of the ancient graces; thus, too, you impart 
the common nourishment needed by both the future 
divisions of your pupils into sons of the muses and boob 
of labour. Then the. higher schools are reserved for the 
inatmotions of the greatest teaohexs, the ancients. 
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§ 149. 



A TREATISE on education does not include the theory of 
inBtruction, whose wide realm embraces the mistakes 
4>f all sciences and arts ; nor the theory of remedies, 
which Would require libraries instead of volumes for 
the complication of mistakes, years, positions and relations. 
At the same time no science is entirely disconnected from 
the rest ; the feet cannot move without the hands. 

§ 160. 

Lavater, in a painted series of four-and-twenty faces, 
converted a frog's head into an Apollo's : I would that a 
poem could, in a similar way, depict the restoration of 
some naturally gifted but ruined child to the pure features 
of humanity, instead of taking a sun-god to school as 
Xenophon and Eousseau did. Yes, one might exhibit an 
educational history of many false cures effected on the 
same human limb; and it would be nothing else than 
useful and difficult. How often has not the ill-set arm of 
humanity to be broken afresh so as to be rightly healed ! 

§ 151. 

. The best and most complete education cannot exhibit 
its true power upon on^ child, but upon a number of united 
children; — romantic Gyropedagogues of one individual 
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Bbould think of this : — a lawgiver inflnences mnltitades 
1)7 mnltitades ; one Jew alone conld not produce a Moees. 
But this very Mosaic people— which has spread unaltered 
through the ocean of all time, as sea-plants in all the zones 
of the ocean, and has retained its Mosaic colouring even 
when burning Africa has changed its bodily hue — is the 
strongest witness to the power of education, for, during its 
dispersion, the Mosaic education of the people can only be 
maintained by private education. Let this fact inspire 
all parents with coun^e to disregard all that is malignant 
in the future into which they must send their children. 

§ 162. 

For the same reason this courage should not be lessened 
by a well-known contradictory appearance ; namely, that 
children, like plants acclimatised to the nursery and school- 
room, can scarcely be recognised in a strange apartment, 
in a carriage, in the country, or at midnight. " It was 
all forced fruit,'* says then the good, vexed father, '* and I 
have lost my labour and my hope." But if the angry man 
will then sit down and consider that he, a plant equally 
acclimatised to his position, has frequently been made 
unlike himself by strangeness of place or circumstances, 
yet with very transitory injury to his powers, he may 
cool his wrath by applying the same observation, though 
in a stronger d^ree» to his children who, being more 
excitable, feeble and inexperienced, must naturally obey 
and succumb to every new. presence. 

§ 153. 

In some circumstances we cannot be sufi&ciently diffuse 
with children, in others not su£5ciently short. Speak at 
greatest length in tales, and when you wish to give the 
passions time to cool, as a kind of rhetorical signal that 
something important is to come, llie utmost brevity 
should be used in confronting logical sentences for exercise 
^-in forbidding — and farther, in necessary punishments ; 
then, after the billows are laid, loquacity may be advan* 
tageously resumed. 
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« § 154. 

'■ ' If a father be boldly obedient to the right rule of letting 
'P ft boy, especially one destined to a learned profession, lie 
fw fiUlow during the first five years of life, only learning what 
*■ he teaches lumself, so that his body may become strong 
^ enough to bear its future mental treasures, let him iS 
u prepared when the child first goes to school for a difficulty 
if which may, perhaps, last some months; it is this, — that 
(i the boy, hitherto accustomed only to his own mental 
B teaching, cannot immediately apply with ease to instruc- 
tion from without, but receives the foreign rays at first as 
in a dispersing concave glass. But by and by they will 
be collected and combined by a convex miiror. 

Since I have again fallen on the subject of instruction 
which, especially in later years, becomes continually more 
and more closely combined with education, I know not 
how better to make amends for my digression than by 
pursuing it and here recording the opinion of an excellent 
froholar of my acquaintance rich alike in feeling, learning, 
and genius,* that a boy of five years old can be sent 
to no better preparatory school for a learned education, 
though but for a few hours daily, than to one of only 
three classes, Latin, mathematics, and history. In fact, 
these three kinds of knowledge attune the mind to the 
"direefold harmony of education. First, the Latin 
language, by its brevity and great dissimilarity to our 
own, exercises the child's mind in logic, and is, therefore, 
a preparatory school of philosophy. Brevity of speech 
gives comprehensiveness of thought. Secondly, mathe- 
tnatics, as a mediator between the intuitions of the senses 
and of the mind, excites and forms a power distinct from 
philosophy, and not sufficiently esteemed in its connection 
with the material universe; which, by the analysing of 
fipace from without and time from within, brings the 
ultimate conclusions of numbers within the power of 
thought. Thirdly, history, like religion, unites all 
learning and power; especially ancient history, that is, 
the history of the nations of the youthful world, Grecian 

•. • Prof. L. H. Wagner iu Bairenth, already favourably known to 
the learned public by his logic, physiology, and his wide attainments 
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and Boman, Jewish and early Christian* As the eplo 
poem and the romance may be made to contain the float- 
ing materials of all knowledge, their mother, history, may 
Btill more easily be made into the firm pulpit of every 
moral and religions opinion ; and every department of 
morality, moral theology, moral philosophy and casuistry, 
finds its leader in ancient history. The young heart lives 
in the mighty youthful past, and, by this active art of 
poetry, buried centuries are raised from the dead in a few 
school-hours. The devils removed into historic distance 
grieve less, and tempt far less, than when standing in oiir 
presence ; the angels, on the contrary, cleared by distance 
from neighbouring mists, shine and sparkle more bril- 
liantly than ever; and they tell us what there is yet 
to do in the future which may be worthy of the past 
History — if you are not determined to make it into the 
biography of the devil — is the third Bible ; for the book 
of nature is the second; and ancient history alone can 
convert and improve modem history. 

The father of Levana — although in the case of a 
goddess this name would be more humbly and appropri* 
ately changed into worshipper — ^has (he ventures now to 
recall to himself) kept the promise of the preface to jest 
but little. He has wanted room — but that another b(x>k 
will furnish — rather than occasion for two satires, both 
directed against one evil — the affliction of children — 
teaching. A short serious epitome miist be permitted. 

Certainly, as regards cMldren's sufferings, we must 
admit that nature, which makes them cry sooner than 
laugh, has the precedence of us. Not the human egg, but 
the bee's, is laid upon honey. Among all entrances into 
new circumstances none is so important as that into life, 
and there also the new apprentice must pay his footing ; 
or, as a novice in life's mysteries, he, like the ancient 
Greek, must be severely scourged ; or he must receive that 
which in prisons — ^and such Plato . esteeued the earth to 
be— is called a welcome, which does not consist in the old 
German sparkling goblet (that his mother's breast offers 
him), but in what most would think a flogging. Accord- 
ing to the Catholic church, children, those of Bethlehem 
under H^rod, were the first martyrs ; it is the emblem of 
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what Btill exi8t& Aooording to the same oliiiroh the un- 
baptized passed either into hell or into pnrgatory ; but 
they pass between two fires upon earth if they pursue 
the way £rom the first to the second sacrament. If 
bftptifetm be necessary to salvation, so also is the sacrament 
of the Eucharist; therefore before the Lord's Supper, the 
feast of love, you justly repress whatever seems rather to 
resemble hate. And so the tears which Garrick could 
draw by the mere repetition of the alphabet, the child soon 
leamB t<> shed by itself. But among all the schoolmasters 
who have flogged either the author or his readers, and 
endeavoured to enlighten their minds with the cane as 
with a pedagogic lamp-post, or who have understood how 
to use their fists like players on the French horn, who 
apply theirs to the wide mouth of the horn and draw 
forth its delicate semi-tones ; yet among all schoolmasters, 
I say, it is a rare and difficult thing to find a John 
Jacob Hauberle. Which of us can boast, like Hauberle, 
of having administered, during his schoolmastei ship of 
fifty-one years and seven montjis, 911,527* strokes of the 
cane and 124,000 of the rod ; also 20,989 blows with the 
rnler; not only 10,235 boxes on the ear, but also 7905 
tugs at the same member; and a sum total of 1,115,800 
blows with the knuckles on the head? Who besides 
Jacob HHuberle has given 22,763 impositions, partly in 
the Bible, partly in the catechism, partly in the Psalm 
book, partly in the grammar, as with four syllogistic 
logical figures, or a aonate a quatre mains f And did he not 
threaten the rod to 1707 children who did not receive 
it, and make 777 kneel upon round hard peas, and 631 
upon a sharp-edged piece of wood, to which are to be 
added a corps of 5001 riders on the wooden horse ? For if 
any one had done this why did he not keep an account of 
his blows, like Hauberle, from whom alone we have to 
learn this interesting intelligence as from a Flogging 
Diary, or Martyrologium, or Imperial School Flogging 
Journal ? But I fear most teachers only deserve the con- 
temptuous surname of CsBsarius,'!' who was called ** the 

' ^ Thes^ nnmberB are to be found in the fourth quarterly number 
of the third year of the Pedagogic Entertainment for Teachers. 

t See the very learned notes to the drama * Fust of Stromberg,' by 
Haier. 
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Mild** beca>^ he Ruffered no nun to receive more than 
8ix-and-thirtj lashes. 

If the benefit to be derived from thns converting life 
into a hell be any thing more than seeming, good infernal 
machines — in which we always succeed better than in 
celestial machines — ought to be made for the purpose, and 
people attached to them expressly to torment. No one 
torments better than one who has himself been tormented 
-monka. for inBtanoe. If yon wish me to weep, says 
Horace, you must first weep yourself. And the school- 
master can do the last ; no one could have better sat to an 
Albert Dlirer^ who loved to paint crucifixions, than the 
united body of German schoolmasters ; and if the craci- 
fixion came at the conclusion of Christ's ministry, with as 
they accompany each other, England, which gives a snb- 
rector a yearly salary of a thousand pounds, will apparently 
attain this end less quickly — although in all its schools it 
will exalt the rod to the post of educational honour — than 
countries where, as in Prussia, the whole average salaries 
of schoolmasters amount only to 250 thalers ; so we may 
fairly reckon that 184 masters may be pointed out, who 
only receive from five to ten thalers.* Five thalers I— 
Certainly it might be less, and in Baireuth it is so ; for 
there a village schoolmaster receives from every pupil, for 
the months of November, December, January, February, 
March and April, twenty-four kreuzers, or a monthly 
stipend of four kreuzers. But the schoolmaster — ^which 

Eerhaps would not be expected — grows fat in the summer 
olidays, because he goes out to pasture with the cattle 
(it is only in winter that he is a shepherd of souls). The 
evil e£fects of this system soon bredk out in him, for he 
drives the cattle away from wrong roads with much fewer 
blows than the children. The receipt of four kreuzers 
repaid by pain I 

Isocrates wept from shame to receive college fees, 
amounting to three thousand pounds, from his hundred 
pupils: might not shame and weeping find a more ap^ 
propriate place here? Happily the state, which converta 
schools into industrial schools, for the pupils rathor than 

* Alg. Lit Zeitung. No. 267. 1805. 
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^%he majsters, declares that none but clergymen shall be 
^ Bchoolmasters, and students of divinity house- tutors for 
™the higher classes of pupils (as the Dalai-Lama may only 
^il'l^e attended by priests). Theologians are active Theo- 
"^'ptsohists, and every Bible comes into their hands sooner 
**tlian the Biblia in nummis; for it has ever been a Pro- 
*■ testant principle, in order not to separate them too far 
« from the Catholic clergy, to compel the Lutheran minis- 
■| ters strictly to keep the vows of poverty. In short, they 
^ have little ; therefore, all the more is to be taken from 
Bi ihem by giving them the office of schoolmasters. 
> If we ascend to the higher scholastic positions we find 
'i that where the young men, having attained the honour of 
f the gymnasium, need fewer mortifications, there also the 
f teachers require fewer ; thus, a head master always receives 
r A trifle more pay than his subordinate. To which is to be 
added a second reason; that the latter has more work and, 
consequently, requires more spurring, more oil in the 
joints and wheels, to accomplish his heavier movements — 
that is to say, more unemployed gastric juice. For, ac* 
oerding to an ancient political law, the labour and trouble 
of an office increase in inverse proportion to its remunera- 
tion ; and, where the former are altogether wanting, there 
that law of the artisans is acted upon, according to which 
every travelling journeyman who cannot find work in a 
place receives a present. 

It is, however, so ordered that even in the highest school 
offices, as in fruitful Hindostan, where there are yearly 
three harvests and a famine, the tour quarterly hi^ests 
shall not always exclude a famine. As regards drink, we 
know, from Langen's clerical law, that Earpzov bestowed 
on all school teachers the privilege of exemption from tax 
on all liquors. In this tne state has not had so much 
regard, as at first appears, to the wants and thirst, of the 
profession, but has followed the old custom of giving still 
greater privileges to schoolmasters; such as, exemption 
from the taxes on Tokay wine and pheasants, and license 
for all their pearls and jewels to enjoy the immunities of 
students' goods ! 
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§ 156. 

But enougli of this I I spoke above of a hostile future 
for our children: e¥ery father holds out this prospect 
which he has inherited from his own. Who, indeed, has 
been so blessed, when finally closing his eyes, as to con- 
template two fair worlds, his own yet hidden and one left 
behind for his children ? The whole of humanity always 
seems to us a salt sea which the sweet showers and streams 
of individuals do not sweeten ; yet the pure water on the 
earth is as little dried up as the salt sea ; nay, it even rises 
from it. > Therefore, father, the higher thou thinkest 
thyself, whether truly or not, exalted above thy age, 
(consequently above its daughters, whom yet thou must, 
however • unwillingly, nee thy sons marry,) all the more 
thank-offerings hast thou to lay on the altar of the past 
which has made thee so noble ; and how canst thou better 
present them to thy parents than by the hands of thy 
children? 

What, then, are children really? Their constant pre- 
sence, and their often disturbing wants, conceal from us 
the charms of these angelic forms, which we know not 
how to name with sufficient beauty and tenderness — ^blos- 
soms, dew-drops, stars, butterflies. But when you kiss 
and love them, you give and feel all their names I A single 
child upon the earth would seem to us a wonderful angel, 
come from some distant home, who, unaccustomed to oar 
strange language, manners and air, looked at us S})eechle88 
and inquisitive, but pure as a Baffaelle's infant Jesus; 
and hence, we can always adopt every new child into the 
child's place, but not. every new friend into the friend's 
place. And daily from the unknown world these pure 
beings are sent upon the wild earth ; and sometimes they 
alight on slave-coasts, or battle-fields, or in prison for 
execution; and sometimes in flowery valleys, and on lofty 
mountains ; sometimes in a most baleful, sometimes in a 
most holy age ; and after the loss of their only father they 
seek an adopted one here below. 

I once composed a poem on the Last t)ay and the two 
last children : — ^its latter part will serve for a conclusioiu 
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** So go down to the earth," said the angel to two littlo 
naked sonis, '* and be bom as brother and sister !" It will 
"be very pretty down there, said they both, and flew hand 
. in hand to the earth, which was already enveloped in the 
' flames of the last day and from which the dead were 
* rising. " Look there ! " said the brother, " these are very 
biff, tall children; the flowers, compared to them, are 
quite little; they will certainly carry us about every 
' where and tell us about every thing ; they are very large 
angels, sister I " " But see," answered she, " that great 
angel and every one has clothing round him, and the 
morning-red glows over the whole earth." " But look," 
said he, " the sun has fallen upon the earth and it bums 
every where ; and there a gigantic dew-drop makes fiery 
waves, and look how the great angels plunge into it." 
•* They stretch their hands upwards," said she, " and kiss 
them to us." " And hark ! " he said, " how the thunder 
sings, and the stars dance about among those great child- 
ren." ** Which are the great children," asked she, " who 
are to be onr two parents ? " ** Dost thou not see," replied 
he, '* how these angels sleep under the earth and then rise 
up from it? Let us fly quickly 1" And the children 
approached nearer to the flaming earth and said, *'Look 
kindly upon us, ye parents, and do not hurt us, and play 
with us a long, long time, and tell us many tales, and 

and they remained alone ; their little hands played with 
the flames, and at last they also, like Adam and Eve, were 
driven away, and the world closed with the ParadiBe (A 
CSifldren. 



THE sank 



-r 



loxoon: 
ntdtted bt wiluau clowes and sons, ldotbdy 

CTAXJOBD CTBKXT AKD CQABIVO CEOBB. 



,1 



41. 
f. 



«- 

fj; 

?1 

•t 
J 



ALPHABETICAL LIST 

OF 

BOHN'S LIBRARIES. 

March, 1894. 



' I may my In regard to all manner of books, Bohn's Publication Series Is the 
u^fuUest thing I know." — Thomas Carlyle. 

•The respectable; and somciimes cxcollent translations of Rolm's Jjbrary have 
done for literature what milroads have done for iniernal intercourse.' — Kaikk^un. 

•An important body of cheap literature, for which every living worker in this 
country who draws strengtli from the past has reason to be graicJul.' 

Professor Henry Mori.ey. 



BOHN'S LIBRARIES. 



STANDARD LIBRARY. 
HISTORICAL LIBRARY . 
PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY 
ECCLESIASTICAL LIBRARY 
ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY . 
ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY . 
SPORTS AND GAMES. 
CLASSICAL LIBRARY . 
COLLEGIATE SERIES. 
SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY. 
ECONOMICS AND FINANCE 
REFERENCE LIBRARY 
NOVELISTS' LIBRARY 
ARTISTS' LIBRARY . 
CHEAP SERIES . 



343 
23 
17 
15 
36 
75 
16 

108 
10 
46 
5 
30 
13 
10 
55 



SELECT LIBRARY OF STANDARD WORKS 31 



Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 
Volumes. 



'Messrs. Bell are determined to do more than maintain the reputation of 
"Bohn's Libraries.*" — Guardian, 

' The imprint of Bohn's Standard Library is a guaranty of good editing.' 

Crtiic (N.Y.). 

'This new and attractive form in which the volumes of Bohn's Standard 
Library are being issued is not meant to hide either indifference in the selection of 
books included in tliis well-known series, or carelessness in the ediiing.' 

S/, Jameses GautU, 

* Messrs. Bell & Sons are making constant additions of an eminenily aoccpiaUt 
diaiBcter to " Bohn's Librmries." '-^AtJUmtum, 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF BOOKS 



CONTAINED IN 



BOHN'S LIBRARIES, 

747 Vols., Small Post 8vo. cloth. Price £160. 
Complete Detailed Catalogue will be sent on application. 



Trans, by 
Trans, by 
Trans. 



Addison's Works. 6 vols. 3^.6^^. each. 

Aeschylus. Verse Trans, by Anna 
Swanwick. 5^. 

Prose Trans, by T. A. Buckley. 

3J. 6rf. 

Agassiz ft Gould's Comparative Phy- 
siology. 5J. 

Alflerl's Tragedies. Trans, by Bowring. 

2 vols. 3J. 6d. each. 
Alford's Queen's English, is. & is. 6d. 

Allen's Battles of the British Navy. 
2 vols. 5^. each. 

Ammianns Maxcellinus. 
C. D. Yonge. js. td. 

Andersen's Danish Tales. 
Caroline Peachey. 5J. 

Antoninus (Marcus Aurelius). 
by George Long. 3J. td. 

ApoUonius Rhodius. The Argonautica. 
Trans, by E. P. Coleridge. 55. 

Apuleius, The Works of. 55. 

Ariosto's Orlando Furioso. Trans, by 
W. S. Rose. 2 vols. 5J. each. 

Aristophanes. Trans, by W. J. Hickie. 
2 vols. 5J. each. 

Aristotle's Works. 5 vols, sj. each ; 
2 vols, 3J. td, each. 

Arrian. Trans, by E. J. Chinnock. 55. 

Ascham's Scholemaster. (J. E. B. 
Mayor.) u. 

Bacon's Essays and Historical Works, 
3^. f>d. ; Essays, ij-. and ij-. td, ; 
Novum Organum, and Advancement 
of Learning, 51. 

ItaUads and Songs of the Peasantry. 
By Robert Bell ^. 6c^. 

iMNi's Lexicon to the Greek Test. ii. 



Bax's Manual of the History of Philo- 
sophy. 55. 

Beaumont ft Fletcher. Leigh Hunt's 
Selections. 3J. 6rf. 

Bechstein's Cage and Chamber Birds. 

Beckmann's History of Inventions. 
2 vols. 3J. dd. each. 

Bede's Ecclesiastical History and the 
A. S. Chronicle. 5J. 

BeU (Sir C.) On the Hand. 5J. 

Anatomy of Expression. 5J, 

Bentley's Phalaris. 5J. 

Bjurnson's Ame and the Fisher Lassie. 
Trans, by W. H. Low. 35. 6rf. 

Blair's Chronological Tables. 101; 
Index of Dates. 2 vols. 5J. eaclL 

Bleek's Introduction to the Old Testa- 
ment. 2 vols. 5J. each. 

Boethius' Consolation of Philosophy, 
&c. 5J. 

Bohn's Dictionary of Poetical Quota- 
tions. 65. 

Bond's Handy -book for Verifying 
Dates, &c. 5J. 

Benoml's Nineveh. 5;. 

Boswell's Life of Johnson. (Napier). 

6 vols. 3J. 6rf. each. 
(Croker.) 5 vols. 2ar. 

Brand's Popular Antiquities. 3 vols. 
5J. each. 

Bremer's Works. Trans, by Mary 
Howitt. 4 vols. 31. td, each. 

Bridg^ewater Treatises. 9 vols. Various 
prices. 

Brink (B. Ten). Early English Litems 
ture. a vols. 31. 6J. each. 



ALPIJABSTICAL LIST OF 



Browne's (Sir Thomas) Works. 3 vols. 
3J. 6d. each. 

Buchanan's Dictionary of Scientific 
Terras. 6s. 

Bnckland's Geology and Mineralogy. 
3 vols. isr. 

Burke*8 Works and Speeches. 8 vols, 
y. 6rf. each. The Sublime and 
beautiful, u. & u. 6d. Reflections on 
the French Revolution, u. 

Life, by Sir James Prior, y. 6rf. 

Bnine3r*B Evelina, y. 6d, Cecilia 
2 vols. y. 6d. each. 

Bums' Life by Lockhart. Revised by 
W. Scott Douglas, y. 6d. 

Butler's Analogy of Religion, and 
Sermons, y. 6d, 

Butler's Hudibras. y,; or 2 vols., 
y. each. 

Oaesar. Trans.byW.A. M'Devitte. 5*. 

Camoens' Lusiad. Mickle's Transla- 
tion, revised, y, 6d. 

Oarafas (The) of Maddaloni. By 
Alfred de Reumont. 3^. 6d. 

Carpenter's Mechanical Philosophy 5^. 
Vegetable Physiology, dr. Animal 
Physiology. 6s. 

Carrel's Counter Revolution under 
Charles IL and James IL y, 6d. 

Cattermole's Evenings at Haddon 
HalL 5*. 

Catullus and TibuUus. Trans, by 
W. K. Kelly. 5*. 

Cellini's Memoirs. (Roscoe.) y, 6d. 

Cervantes' Exemplary Novels. Trans, 
by W. K. Kelly, y. 6d, 

— Don Quixote. Motteux's Trans, 
revised, a vols, y, 6d, each. 

Galatea. Trans, by G. W. J. 

GyU. y. 6d. 

Clialmers On Man. y, 

Channing's The Perfect Life. u. and 
\s. 6d. 

Chaucer's Works. Bell's Edition, re- 
vised by Skeat 4 vols, y, 6d. ea. 

Chess Congress of 1863. By J. 
L5wenthal. y. 

Chevrenl on Colour. 5;. and 75. 6d» 

Ohllllnffwcrth's The Religion of Pro- 
testanis. y, 6d, 

China: Pictorial, DeicriptiTQ, and 
HistoricaL 51. 



5». 



^p<*ii, 



u. and 



Chronicles of the Crusades. 

Cicero's Works. 7 vols. 
I voL, y. 6d, 

— Friendship and Old Age. 
xj. 6d, 

Clark's Heraldiy. (Planch^) 51. and 

Classic Tales. 31. 6d. 

Coleridge's Prose Woiks. (Ashe.) 
6 vols. 35. 6d, each. 

Comte's Philosophy of the Sciences. 
(G. H. Lewes.) y. 

Condi's History of the Arabs in Spain. 
3 vols. y. 6)d. each. 

Cooper's Biographical Dictionary. 
3 vols, y, each. 

Cowper's Works. (Southey.) 8 vols. 
y. 6d. each. 

Coxa's House of Austria. 4 vols. y.6d, 
each. Memoirs of Marlborough. 
3 vols. y. 6d. each. Atlas to 
Marlborough's Campaigns. lox. 6d, 

Cralk's Pursuit of Knowledge, y. 

Craven's Yoimg Sportsman's Manual 

Crulkshank's Punch and Judy, y. 
Three Courses and a Dessert, y. 

Cunningham's Lives of British Painters. 
3 vols. y. 6tL each. 

Dante. Trans, by Rev. H. F. Cary. 
y, 6d, Inferno. Separate, ij: and 
IS. 6d. Purgatorio. is. and u. 6d, 
Paradisa x^. and is. 6d. 

Trans, by I. C. Wright (Flax- 
man's Illustrations.) y. 

Inferno. Italian Text and Trans. 

by Dr. Carlyle. 5*. 

Puigatoria Italian Text and 

Ttans. by W. S. Dugdale. y. 

De Commlnes' Memoirs. Trans, by 
A. R. Scoble. 2 vols. 3^. 6d, each. 

Defoe's Novels and MisceL Works. 
6 vols. y, 6d. each. Robinson 
Crusoe (Vol VII). y, 6d, or y. 
The Plague hi London, u. and 
15. 6(i, 

Delolme on the Constitution of Eng- 
land. 3f . 6d, 

Denunlns' Arms and Armour. Tnma 
by C. C. Black. 71. 6d, 

Demosthenai* Oiatioos. Thms. by 
C. Rann Ktaaodj, 4 vols, ji., and 
X vol. y. 6d, 



BOHN'S LIBRARIES. 



Demostlieiies' Orations On the Crown, 
ij. and IS. 6iL 

De Stael'B Corinne. Trans, by Emily 
Baldwin and Paulina Driver, y, 6d. 

Devey's Logic, y. 

Dictionary of Greek and Latin Quota- 
tions. 55. 

— of Poetical Quotations (Bohn). 6s, 
^— of Scientific Terms. (Buchanan.) 6s. 
—^ of Biography. (Cooper.) a vols. 

Ss. each. 

— of Noted Names of Fiction. 
(Wheeler.) 5J. 

— of Obsolete and Provincial Eng- 
lish. (Wright.) 3 vols. y. each. 

Didron's Christian Iconography, a vols. 
5i. each. 

Diogenes Laertius. Trans, by C. D. 
Yonge. sj. 

Dobree*8 Adversaria. (Wagner). 2 vols. 
Ss. each. 

Dodd'8 Epigrammatists. 6r. 

Donaldson's Theatre of the Greeks. 51. 

Draper's History of the Intellectual 
Development of Europe. 2 vols, y- 
each. 

Dnnlop's History of Fiction. 2 vols. 
St. each. 

Dyer's History of Pompeii. 71. 6d. 

The City of Rome, ss. 

Dyer's British Popular Customs. 5j. 

Early Travels in Palestine. (Wright.) 

y- 

Eaton's Waterloo Days, is, and u. 6d, 

fiber's Egyptian Princess. Trans, by 
E. S. Buchheim. 5;. 6d, 

Edgeworth's Stories for Children. 
3^. 6d. 

Ellis' Specimens of Eariy English Me- 
trical Romances. (HsuliweU.) y. 

Else's Life of Shakespeare. Ttans. by 
L. Dora Schmitz. 5;. 

Emerson's Works. 3 vols, y, 6d, each, 
or 5 vols. iJ. each. 

Ennemoser'B History of Magia a vols. 

51. each. 
Epictetns. Trans, by George Long. y. 

Enripides. Trans, fay E. P. Coleridge. 
2 vols, y, each. 

Ensebins' EccL Histoiy. Trans, by 

C. F. Cniae. ^. 
IvelyA'i Diary and Correspondenee. 

(Biay.) 4 vols, p, each. 



Fairholt's Costume in England. 
(Dillon.) a vols. y. each. 

Fielding^B Joseph Andrews, y, 6d, 
Tom Jones. 2 vols. y. 6d, each. 
Amelia, y. 

Flazman's Lectures on Sculpture. 6s, 

Florence of Worcester's Chronicle. 
Trans, by T. Forester, y, 

Foster's Works. 10 vols. 3;. 6^. each. 

Franklin's Autobiography, is, 

Gesta Romanonun. Trans, by Swan 
& Hooper. 5^. 

Gibbon's Decline and Fall 7 vols. 
y. 6d, each. 

Gilbart's Banking, a vols. y. each. 

Gil Bias. Trans, by Smollett 6f . 

Giraldus Cambrensis. 5;. 

Goethe's Works and Correspondence, 
includiag Autobiography and Annals, 
Faust, Elective affinities, Werther, 
Wilhelm M eister, Poems and Ballads, 
Dramas, Reinecke Fox, Tour in Italy 
and Miscellaneous Travels, Eariy and 
Miscellaneous Letters, Correspon- 
dence with Eckermann and Soret, 
Zelter and Schiller, &c. &c. Bv 
various translators. z6 vols. 31. 60 

Faust. Text with Hayward's 

Translation. (Buchheim.) 5;. 

— ^ Faust Part I. Trans, fay Anna 
Swanwick. is, and is, 6d, 

Boyhood. (Part I. of the Auto- 
biography.) Trans, by J. Qxenford. 
IS, and 15. 6d, 

-— - Reinecke Fox. Thms. by A. 
Rogers, is. and is, 6d. 

Goldsmith's Works. (Gibbe.) 5 vols. 
y. 6d. each. 

^— Plays. IS. and is. 6d, Vvokc of 
Wakefield, is, and is, 6d, 

Grammont'B Memoirs and Bosoobd 
Tracts, y, 

Gray's Letters. (D. C Tovey.) 

\ln thtfrtss, 

Greek Anthology. Trans, by E. Burges. 

Greek Romances. (Theagenes and 
Charidea, Daphnis and CUoe, Qi- 
tophoandLeudppe.) Trans, by Rev. 
R. Smith. 5c 

Greek Testament 51; 



ALPHABETICAL LTST OF 



Gre«ne, Marlowe, and Ben Jonson's 
Poems. (Robert Bell.) 3J. td. 

GTegOTy*a Evidences of the Christian 
Religion, y. 6d, 

Grimm's Gammer Grethel. Trans, by 
E. Taylor. 3J. 6d, 

German Tales. Trans, by Mrs. 

Hunt 2 vols. 3^. 6d. each. 

Gros8i'8 Marco Visconti. 3^. 6d, 

Gulzot's Origin of Representative 
Government in Europe. Trans, by 
A. R. Scoble. 3J. 6rf. 

The English Revolution of 164a 

Trans, by W. Hazlitt. 3J. 6d. 

History of Civilisation. Trans, by 

W. Hazlitt. 3 vols. y. 6d. each. 

Hall (Robert). Miscellaneous Works. 
y. 6d. 

Handbooks of Athletic Sports. 8 vols. 
3^. 6d. each. 

Handbook of Card and Table Games, 
a vols. y. 6d, each. 

of Proverbs. By H. G. Bohn. $s, 

of Foreign Proverbs, y, 

Hardwick's History of the Thirty-nine 
Articles, y, 

HarvejT's Circulation of the Blood. 
(Bowie.) IS, and u. 6d. 

Hauff'B Tales. Trans, by S. Mendel. 
3*. 6</. 

-^— The Caravan and Sheik of Alex- 
andria. iJ. and IS, 6d, 

Hawthorne's Novels and Tales. 3 vols. 
y. 6d, each. 

Hazlitt's Lectures and Essays. 7 vols. 
y. 6d. each. 

Heaton's History of Painting. (Cosmo 
Monkhouse. ) y, 

Hegel's Philosophy of History. Trans, 
by J. Sibree. y, 

Heine's Poems. Trans, by E. A. Bow- 
ring, y, 6d. 

Travel Pictures. Trans, by Francis 

Storr. y, 6d. 

Helps (Sir Arthur). Life of Thomas 
Brassey. is. and is. 6d, 

Henderson's Historical Documents ot 
tlie Middle Ages, y, 

Henfrej's English Coins. (Keary.) 6s, 

Henry (Matthew) On the Psalms, y, 

Henry of Humingdon'iHiatofy. IVansi 
by T. Forester. 51. 



Herodotus. Trans, by H. F. Caiy. | 
y. 6d. 

Wheeler's Analysis and Summary 

of. y. Turner's Notes on. 51. 

Hesiod, Callimachus and Theognis. 
Trans, by Rev. J. Banks, y. 

HofTmann's Tales. The Serapion 
Brethren. Trans, by Lieut. -Colonel 
Ewing. 2 vols. 3J. 6d. 

Hogg^s Experimental and Natural 
Philosophy, y, 

Holbein's Dance of Death and Bible 
Cuts, y. 

Homer. Trans, by T. A. Buckley. 2 
vols. y. each. 

Pope's Translation. With Flax- 
man's Illustrations. 2 vols, y, each. 

Cowper's Translation. 2 vols. 

3J. 6d. each. 

Hooper's Waterloo, y, 6d. 

Horace. Smart's Translation, revised, 
by Buckley, y. 6d. 

Hugo's Dramatic Works. Trans, by 
Mrs. Crosland and F. L. Slous. 3^. 6d. 

Hemani. Trans, by Mrs. Cros- 
land. IS, 

Poems. Trans, by various writers. 

Collected by J . H. L. Williams. 3J. 6d, 

Humboldt's Cosmos. Trans, by Ott6, 
Paul, and Dallas. 4 vols. y. 6d, each, 
and I vol. y. 

Personal Narrative of his Travels. 

Trans, by T. Ross. 3 vols, y, each. 

Views of Nature. Trans, by 0\X& 

and Bohn. y, 

Humphreys' Coin Collector's MauuaL 
2 vols. y. each. 

Hungary, History of. 3;. 6d, 

Himt's Poetry of Science. 5r. 

Hutchinson's Memoirs, y, 6d. 

India before the Sepoy Mutiny. 51. 

Ingulph's Chronicles, y, 

Irving (Washington). Complete 
Works, 15 vols. 3^. 6d, each ; or 
in 18 vols. IS, each, and 2 vols, is, 6d, 
each. 

Life and Letters. By Pierre E, 

Irving. 2 vols, y, 6d, each. 

Isocrates. Trans, by J. H. Freest 
Vol. I. y. 

James' Life of Richard Cceur de Lion. 
2 vols. 3^. 6d, each. 

Life and Times of Louis XIV, 

a vols. 3f* td, each. 



BOHN'S LIBRARIES. 



Jameson (Mrs.) Shakespeare's Hero- 
ines. 31. (id, 

Jesse (£.) Anecdotes of Dogs. 5J. 

Jesse (J. H.) Memoirs of the Court of 
England under the Stuarts. 3 vols. 
5J. each. 

Memoirs of the Pretenders. 51. 

Johnson's Lives of the Poets. (Napier). 

3 vols. 3J. dd. each. 

Josephus. Whiston's Translation, re- 
vised by Rev. A. R. Shilleto. 5 vols. 
y. 6d. each. 

Joyce's Scientific Dialogues, y. 

Jukes-Browne's Handbook of Physical 
Geology, ys. 6d. Handbook of His- 
torical Geology. 6s. The Building 
of the British Isles. 7s. 6d. 

Julian the Emperor. Trans, by Rev. 
C. W. King. 5J. 

Junlus's Letters. Woodfall's Edition, 
revised. 2 vols. 3J. 6</. each. 

Justin, Cornelius Nepos, and Eutropius. 
Trans, by Rev. J. S. Watson. 55. 

Juvenal, Persius, Sulpicia, and Lu- 
cilius. Trans, by L. Evans. 51. 

Kant's Critique of Pure Reason. Trans, 
by J. M. D. Meiklejohn. 51. 

Prolegomena, &c. Trans, by E. 

Belfort Bax. 55. 

Keightley's Fairy Mythology. 5J. 
Classical Mythology. Revised by Dr. 
L. Schmitz. 5;. 

Eidd On Man. 3^. 6^. 

Klrby On Animals. 2 vols. 5r. each. 

Knight's Knowledge is Power. 5^. 

La Fontaine's Fables. Trans, by E. 
Wright. 3X. td, 

Lamartine's History of the Girondists. 
Trans, by H. T, Ryde. 3 vols. 31. td, 
each. 

Restoration of the Monarchy in 

France. Trans, by Capt. Rafter. 

4 vols. 3^. td, each. 

French Revolution of 1848. y.td. 

Lamb's Essays of Elia and Eliana. 
3^. td,^ or in 3 vols. \s, each. 

— — Memorials and Letters. Talfourd's 
Edition, revised by W. C. Hazlitt. 
8 vols. 3i. td, each. 

^— Spodmena of the English Diamatlc 
PocttoftheTimeofElinbeUi. y,td* 



Lanzl's History of Painting in Italy. 
Trans, by T. Roscoe. 3 vols. y. td, 
each. 

Lappenberg's England under the 
Anglo-Saxon Kings. Trans, by B. 
Thorpe. 2 vols. 3J. td. each. 

Lectures on Painting. By Barry, Opie 
and Fuseli. 5J. 

Leonardo da Vinci's Treatise on Paint- 
ing. Trans, by J. F. Rigaud. 51. 

Lepsius' Letters from Egypt, &c. Trans, 
by L. and J. B. Homer. 55. 

LesslPg^s Dramatic Works. Trans, by 
Ernest Bell. 2 vols. y. td. each. 
Nathan the Wise and Minna von 
Bamhelm. \s. and \s. td. Laokoon, 
Dramatic Notes, &c Trans, by E. C. 
Beasley and Helen Zimmem. 3^. td, 
Laokoon separate, u. or \s. td, 

Lilly's Introduction to Astrology. 

(Zadkiel.) y, 
Livy. Trans, by Dr. Spillan and others. 

4 vols. 5J. each. 

Locke's Philosophical Works. (J. A. 
St. John). 2 vols. 3^. td, each. 

Lite. By Lord King, y, td. 



Lodge's Portraits. 8 vols. 5;. each. 

Longfellow's Poetical and Prose WotIcs. 
2 vols. y. each. 

Loudon's Natural History. 5^. 

Lowndes' Bibliographer's Manual. 6 
vols, y, each. 

Lucan's Pharsalia. Trans, by H. T. 
Riley. 5J. 

Lucian's Dialogues. Trans, by H. 
Williams, y, 

Lucretius. Trans, by Rev. J. S. 
Watson, y, 

Luther's Table Talk. Trans, by W. 
Hazlitt y. td, 

Autobiography. (Michelet). 

Trans, by W. Hazlitt. y, td, 

Machiavelll's History of Florence, &c. 
Trans, y. td. 

Mallet's Northern Antiquities, y. 

M an t ell' s Geological Excursions 
through the Isle of Wight, &c. y. 
Petrifactions and their Teachings. 
ts. Wonders of Geology. 2 vols. 
js, td, each. 

Kanzoni's The Betnnhed. 5f. 

Karoo PolOl Travels. Mi 
tion, reviled by T. Wrigl 
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MartlAl'B Epigrams. Trans, ^i, 6(L 

Martlneau's History of England, 
1800-15. y. 6d, 

- History of the Peace, 1816-46. 

4 vols. 35. 6d. each. 

Katthew Paris. Trans, by Dr. Giles. 
3 vols. 55. each. 

Matthew of Westminster. Trans, by 
C. D. Yonge. 2 vols. 5^. each. 

Maxwell's Victories of Wellington, $s. 

Menzel's History of Germany. Trans, 
by Mrs. Horrocks. 3 vols. y. 6d. ea. 

Michael Angelo and Raffaelle. By 
Duppa and Q. de Quincy. 5J. 

Michelet's French Revolution. Trans 
by C. Cocks, y. 6d. 

Mignet's French Revolution, y. 6d. 

Miller's Philosophy of History. 4 vols. 
y. td. each. 

Milton's Poetical Works. (J. Mont- 
gomery.) 2 vols, 3J. 6d. each. 

Prose Works. (J. A. St. John.) 

5 vols. 3J. 6d. each. 

Mitford's Our Village. 2 vols. y. 6d. 
each. 

Mollere's Dramatic Works. Trans, by 
C. H. Wall. 3 vols. 35. 6d. each. 

The Miser, Tartuffe, The Shop- 
keeper turned Gentleman, ir. & u. 6d. 

Montigu's (Lady M. W.) Letters 
and Works. (Wharncliffe and Moy 
Thomas.) 2 vols. y. each, 

Montaigne's Essays. Cotton's Trans, 
revised by W. C. Harlitt 3 vols. 
y. 6d. each. 

Montesquieu's Spirit of Laws, Nu- 
geni's Trans, revised by J. V. 
Prichard. 2 vols. 3J. 6d. each, 

Morphy'B Games of Chess. (Lowen- 
thaL ) y. 

Mudie's British Birds. (Martin.) 2 vols. 
y. each. 

Haval and Military Heroes of Great 
Britain, 6s. 

Keander's History of the Christian Re- 
ligion and Church. 10 vols. Life of 
Christ. I vol. Plandng and Train- 
ing of the Church by the Apostles. 
2 vols. History of Christian Dogma. 
2 vols. Memorials of Christian Life 
in the Early and Middle Ages, 
x6 vols. 31. 6d. eadi. 

fflMdlai*f History of the Jesuits. 51, 



North's Lives of the Norths. (Jessopp.) 

3 vols. 3^. 6d. each. 

Nugent'! Memorials of Hampden. 51 

OcklejT'aHistoryof the Saracens. yM 

OrdericuB Vitalia, Trans, by T 
Forester, 4 vols. 5;. each. 

Ovid. Trans, by H, T. Riley. 3 wis. 
y. each. 

Pascal's Thoughts. Trans, by C 
Kegan Paul. y. 6d. 

Paulis Life of Alfred the Great, &c. 51. 

Life of CromweU. is. and is. (d, 

Fausanlas' Description of Greece. 
Trans, by Rev. A. R. Shilleto. 2 vols. 
y. each. 

Pearson on the Creed. (Walford.) Si. 

Pepys' Diary. (Braybrooke.) 4 vols. 

y. each. 
Percy's Reliques of Ancient English 

Poetry. (Prichard.) 2 vols. 3J. 6^ea. 

Petrarch's Sonnets. 5*. 
Pettig^rew's Chronicles of the Tomba 

PLllo-Judaeus. Trans, by C. D, Yonge. 

4 vols. y. each. 

Pickering's Races of Man. y. 
Pindar. Trans, by D. W, Turner, y 
Planch^'8 History of British Costume. 

Plato. Trans, by H. Cary, G. Burges 
and H. Davis. 6 vols. 5r. each. 

Apology, Crito, Phaedo, Prota 

goras. IS. and li. 6d. 

Day's Analysis and Index to the 

Dialogues, y, 

PlautuB. Trans, by H, T. Riley. 
2 vols. y. each. 

Trinummus, Menaechmi. Aula- 

laria, Captivi. u. and is, 6d, 

Plinjr'B Natural History, Trana by 
Dr. Bosiock and H. T. Riley. 6 vols. 
5^. each. 

Pliny the Tonnger. Letters of. Mel- 
moth's trans, revised by Rev. F, C T, 
Bosanquet. 5^. 

Plutarch's Lives. Trana by Stewart 
and Long. 4 vols. y. td, each. 

Moralia. Trans, by Rev. C. W. 

KingandRev.A.R. ShiUeta avola 
y. each. 

PcMtary of America. (W. J. Unloo.) 
91. 6<^ 
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Political Cyclopaedia. 4 vols. y.6d. 

Polygrlot of Foreign Proverbs. 5*. 

Pope's Poetical Works. (Carruthers.) 
s vols. 5^. each. 

Homer. (J. S. Watson.) s vols. 

51. each. 

Life and Letters. (Carruthers.) 5*. 

Pottery and Porcelain. (H. G. Bohn.) 
$s. and 10s. 6d, 

Propertlus. Trans, by Rev. P. J. F. 
Gantillon. y. 6d. 

Prout (Father.) Reliques. 5f. 

Qalntlllan'B Institutes of Oratory. 
Trans, by Rev. J. S. Watson, s vols. 
55. each. 

Racine's Tragedies. Trans, by R. R 
Boswell. 2 vols. y. 6d. each. 

Banke B History of the Popes. Trans. 
by £. Foster. 3 vols. y. 6d. each. 

Latin and Teutonic Nations. 

Trans, by P. A. Ashworth. y. 6d. 

History of Servia. Trans, by 

Mrs. Kerr. y. 6d. 

Bennie's Insect Architecture. (J. G. 
Wood.) 5*. 

Reynold's Discourses and Essays. 
(Beechy.) 2 vols. 3^. 6^. each. 

Ricardo's Political Economy. (Gon- 
ner. ) 5J. 

Riditer's Levana. y. 6d, 

Flower Fruit and Thorn Pieces. 

Trans, by Lieut. -C ol. Ewing. y. td, 

Roger de Hovenden's Annals. Trans, 
by Dr. Giles. 2 vols. y. each. 

Roger of Wendover. Trans, by Dr. 
Giles. 2 vols. 5^. each. 

Roget's Animal and Vegetable Phy- 
siology. 2 vols. 6s. each. 

Rome in the Nineteenth Century. (C. A. 
Eaton.) 2 vols. y. each. 

Roscoe's Leo X. 2 vols. y. 6d. each. 

Lorenzo de Medici, y, 6d, 

Russia, History of. By W. K. Kelly. 
2 vols. y. 6d. each. 

Sallust, Florus. and Velleius Pater- 
culus. Trans, by Rev. J. S. Watson. 

Scbiller's Works. Including History of 
the Thirty Years' War, Revolt of the 
Netherkuids, Wallenstein, William 
T«U, Don Carlos. Mary Stuart, Maid 



of Orleans, Bride of Messina, Robber 
Fiesco, Love and Intrigue, Demetriu 
Ghost-Seer, Sport of Divinity, Poem 
Aesthetical and Philosophical Essay 
&c. By various transkitors. 7 vol 
y. 6d, each. 

Mary Sttiart and The Maid ( 

Orleans. Trans, by J. Mcllish an 
Anna Swanwick. is. and is. 6d. 

Schlegel (F.). Lectures and Misce 
laneous Works. 5 vols. y. 6d, eaci 

(A. W.). Lectures on Dramat 

Art and Literature, y. 6d. 

SOhopenliauer's Essays. Selected an 
Trans, by E. Belfort Bax. 5*. 

On the Fourfold Root of tl 

Principle of Suriicient Rea<^on an 
on the Will in Nature. Trans, b 
Mdme. Hillebrand. 5^. 

Schouw's Earth, Plants, and Mai 
Trans, by A. Henfrey. y, 

Schumann's Early Letters. Trans, b 
May Herbert, y. 6d, 

Reissmann's Life of. Trans, b 

A. L. Alger, y. td. 

Seneca on Benefits. Trans, by Anbre 
Stewart. 3^. 6d, 

Minor Elssays and On Clemenc) 

Trans, by Aubrey Stewart. 5*. 

Sharpe's History of Egypt s Toh 
y. each. 

Sheridan's Dramatic Works. 31. €d. 

Plays. IS. and is. 6d. 

Sismondi's Literature of the 5^oiith c 
Europe. Trans, by T. Rosooe. ; 
vols, y, 6d. each. 

Six Old English Chronicles. 5a 

Smith (Archdeacon). Synonyma an< 
Antonyms. 5^. 

Smitb (Adam). Wealth of Nationa 
(Belfort Bax.) s vols. 3J. 6d, each 

Theory of Moral Sentiosents 

3J. 6d. 

Smitb (Pye). Geology and Scri|iture 

Smyth's Lectures on Modem History 
2 vols. 3J. 6d, each. 

8( crates' Ecclesiastical History*. 51. 

Sophocles. Trans, by E. P. CoWklge 
aA. 5*. 

Soutboy'a Life of Nelson, y 

Life of Wesley, y. 
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Bozomen'B Ecclesiastical History. 51. 

Spinoza's Chief Works. Trans, by 
R. H. M. Elwes. 2 vols. 51. each. 

Stanlsy'B Dutch and Flemish Painters, 

Starling's Noble Deeds of Women. 51. 

Staunton's Chess Players' Handbook. 
5*. Chess Praxis, $s. Chess Players' 
Companion. 5^. Chess Tournament 
of 1851. $s. 

Btdckliardt's Experimental Chemistry. 
(Heaton.) 5^. 

StrallO's Geography. Trans, by 
Falconer and Hamilton. 3 vols. 
5J. each. 

StriiAOand's Queens of England. 6 
voU. 55. each. Mary Queen of 
Scots. 3 vols. 5J. each. Tudor 
and tituart Princesses. 5;. 

Stuart ft Revett'B Antiquities of 
Athens. 5/. 

Suetonius' Lives of the Caesars and of 
the Grammarians. Thomson's trans, 
revised bj T. Forester. $s. 

SuUj's Memoirs. Mrs. Lennox's 
trans, revised. 4 vols. 3^. 6d, each. 

Tacitus. The Oxford trans, revised. 
2 vols. 5J. each. 

Tales of the Genii. Trans, by Sir. 
Charles Morell. $s, 

Tasso^ Jerusalem Delivered. Trans, 
by J. H. Wiffen. 51. 

Taylor's Holy Living and Holy Dying. 
3J. 6tL 

Terence and Phaedrus. Trans, by H.T. 
Riley. 55. 

Theocritus, Bion, Moschus, and 
Tyrteus. "Trans, by Rev. J. Banks. 

Theodoret and Evagrius. 5/. 

Tlllerrj's Norman Conquest. Trans, 
by W. HazlitL 2 vols. 3J. 6d, each. 

Thuosrdldes. Trans by Rev. H. Dale. 
2 vols, y, 6d. each. 

— Wheeler's Analysis and Summary 



Trevelyan's Ladies in Parliamenl u> 

and IS. 6d, 
Ulrld's Shakespeare's Dramatic Art. 

Trans, by L. Dora Schmitz. 2 vols. 

3^. 6d, each. 

Uncle Tom's Cabin, y. 6d. 

Ure's Cotton Manufacture of Great 
Britain. 2 vols. 5J. each. 

Philosophy of Manufacture, js. 6d. 

Vasari's Lives of the Painter?. Trans. 
by Mrs. Foster. 6 vols. y. 6d. each. 

VlrgiL Davidson's Trans, revised by 
T. A. Buckley, y. 6d. 

Voltaire's Tales. Trans, by R. E 
Boswell. y. 6d. 

Walton's Angler, y. 

Lives. (A. H. Bullen.) y. 

Waterloo Days By C A. Eaton. 
IS. and IS, 6d. 

WeUinjgrton, Life of. By 'An Old 

Soldier.' y. 

Werner's Templars in Cyprus. Trans, 
by E. A. M. Lewis, y. 6d. 

Westropp's Handbook of Archaeology. 

Wbeatley. On the Book of Common 
Prayer. 35. 6d. 

Wheeler's Dictionary of Noted Names 
of Fiction, y. 

WMte's Natural History of Selbome. 

y- 

Wleseler's Synopsis of the Gospels. 

Wmiam of Malmesbury's Chronicle. 

Wright's Dictionary of Obsolete and 
Provincial English. 2 vols. 5.r. each. 

Zenophon. Trans, by Rev. J. S. Wat- 
son and Rev. H. Dale. 3 vols. y. ea. 

Young's Travels in France, 1787-89. 
(M. Betham- Edwards.) 3^. 6d, 

Tour in Ireland, 1776-9. (A. W. 

Hutton.) 2 vols. 3J. 6d. each. 

Tule-Tlde Stories. (B. Thorpe.) y. 
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Hew Edttlo&i, f oap. Sro. St. 8d. iaoh, ntfe. 

THE ALDINE EDITION 

or THK 

BRITISH POETS. 

•This excellent edition of the English cla«s9ics, with their complete texts and 
8ohola>lv iutioductio p, are snmetUing very different from the cheap Tolamei of 
extracts wl:icb are just i.ow so luucli too common.'— St. James's Qaxetts, 

' An excellent aeries. 8'ajall, hau ly, and complete.' — Saturday Review, 



Blake. E-lited by W. M. Rossetti. 

Keats Edited by the late Lord 
Hou.'hton, 

Campbell. Edited by Ms son-in- 
l«w,t:io }U'V. A W. Hill. With Memoir 
by \V. AUiu^li.ini. 

Coleridge. Edited by T. Ashe, 
B.A. 2 vols. 

Vaughan. Sicred Poems and Pious 
]rj;iculation&. Edited by the Rev. H. 
Lyto. 

Raleigh and Wotton. With Se- 
lections Jrom the Writin/s of other 
(Oi:UTLY POETS from \oiO to l»i50. 
Kdited by Yen. Ai'ohdeaoon Hannah, 
D.C.L. 

Chatterton. E'Uted by the Rev. 
W. W. Skeat, M.A. 2 vols. 

Rogers. Edited by Edward Bell, 
M.A. 

Herbert Edited by the Rev. A. B. 

Gro.-art. 

Chaucer. Edited by Dr. R. Morris, 
^ith Memoir by Sir U. Nicolas. 6 vols. 

Spenser. Edited by J. Payne Col- 
lier, 5 vols. 

Dryden. Edited by the Rev. R. 
Hooper, M.A. 5 vols. 

Gray. Edited by J. Bradshaw, 

LL.D. 

Pope. Edited by G. R. Dennis. 
With Memoir by John Dennis. 8 vuls. 

Milton. Edited by Dr. Bradahaw. 
S vols. 



ChurchilL Edited by Jas. Hannay. 

2 vols. 

Scott. Edited by John Dennis. 

5 vols. 

She'ley. Edited by H. Bnxtan 

Formun. 5 vols. 

Prior. Edited by R. B. JohnBon. 

2 vols. 

Wordsworth. Edited by Prof. 

Dowden. 7 vols. 

Burns. Edited by G. A. Aitken. 

3 vols. 

Herrick. E dited by George Saintg- 

bury. 2 vols. 

Butler. Edited by R. B. Johnson. 

2 vols. 
ParnelL Edited by G. A. Aitken. 

To be followed by 

Goldsmith. Edited by Aostin 
Dobson. 

Thomson. Edited by the Rev. D. 

C. Tovey. 2 vols. 

Collins. Edited by W. Mpy 
Thomas. 

Surrey. Edited by J. Gregoiy 

Foster. 

Wyatt Edited by J. Gregozy 

Foster. 

SwlfL Edited by the Rev. B. 
Hooper, M.A. 8 vols. 

Cowper. Edited by John Bruoe, 

F.S.A. 8 vols. 

Young. 2 vols. 
Shakespeare's Poems. 



Thb only authorized and complbtb ' Webstxr.' 
WEBSTER'S INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY. 



An entirely New Edition^ thoroughly Revised^ considerably Enlargd^ 

and reset in New Type, 

Medium 4/^. 2\\% pages ^ 3500 illustrations. 

Prices: Cloth, £z zzs. 6d.; half-calf, £2 2s.; half-russia, £2 58.; 
calf, £2 88. Also in 2 vols, cloth, £z 14s. 

In addition to the Dictionary of Words, with their pronunciation, ety- 
mology, alternative spellings, and various meanings, illustrated by quotations 
and numerous woodcuts, there are several valuable appendices, comprising a 
Pronouncing Gazetteer of the World; Vocabularies of Scripture, Greek, Latin, 
and English Proper Names ; a Dictionary of the noted Names of Fiction ; a 
Brief History of the English Language ; a Dictionary of Foreign Quotations, 
Words, Phrases, Proverbs, &c ; a Biographical Dictionary with 10,000 
Names, &c. 

This last revision, comprising and superseding the issues of 1847, 1864, 
and 1880, is by izx the most complete that the Work has undergone during 
the sixty-two years that it has been before the public. Every page has been 
treated as if the book were now published for the first time. 



SOME PRESS OPINIONS ON THE NEW EDITION. 

' We believe that, all things considered, this will be found to be the best 
existing English dictionary in one volume. We do not know of any work 
similar in size and price which can approach it in completeness of vocabulary, 
variety of information, and general usefulness.* — Guardian, 

'The most comprehensive and the most useful of its kind.' — National 
Observer. 

•A magnificent edition of Webster's immortal Dictionary.' — Daily 
Telegraph, 

' A thoroughly practical and useful dictionary.' — Standard, 

'A special feature of the present book is the lavish use of engravings, 
which at once illustrate the verbal explanations of technical and scientitic 
terms, and permit them to remain readably brief. It may be enough to refer 
to the article on '* Cross." By the use of the little numbered diagrams we are 
spared what would have become a treatise, and not a very clear one. . . . 
We recommend the new Webster to every man of business, every father of a 
family, every teacher, and almost every student — to everybody, in fact, who is 
likely to be posed at an unfamiliar or half-understood word or phrase.' — 
St. f anuses Gazette, 

Prospectuses^ with Specimen Fages^ on application. 
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